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Life is full of partners. 
Your health deserves one, too. 

Lehigh Valley Health Network hospitals  
are proud to be recognized as LGBTQ+  
Leaders in the Human Rights Campaign’s  
2022 Healthcare Equality Index.

LVHN.org/lgbtq   |   888-402-LVHN



 tele  PrEP

Accessible  

PrEP Delivered to You

With TelePrEP from Novus
you can get PrEP

delivered right to your doorstep.

Affordable Discreet

Get PrEP 
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PoconoPrideFestival .comPoconoPrideFestival .com
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Lehighton, PA   610-377-9577   info@TheWoods.camp
www.TheWoods.camp

GET OUT & MAKE NEW FRIENDS!
POOL PARTIES ● BONFIRES

DANCE CLUB ● VOLLEYBALL
DAY PASSES ● HIKING TRAILS

MASSAGE ● RESTAURANT ● BYOB
CLOTHING OPTIONAL RESORT

The Woods Camping 
Resort provides a 

beautiful setting for 
an exciting vacation 
experience found 

nowhere else!

All Guests Must be 18+  ID Required

ALL ARE WELCOME
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Daniel Seung Lee is a Korean-American 
born photographer based in New York City 

by way of Los Angeles, CA. When he isn’t 
photographing, he enjoys helping others as 

a Reiki I & II practitioner.



FREE STD exam, diagnosis, 
education and treatment.

Ask us about PrEP!

9AM–12PM and 1PM–3PM
(Closed from 12PM–1PM)

No appointment needed – 
Walk-ins welcome

St. Luke’s Easton STD Clinic 

For appointment, call 484-503-8008

100 N. 3rd Street, 2nd Floor  
Easton, PA 18042

Know Your Status



Editor’s Note

Contact us at lvgayjournal@gmail.com, or 
Gaugler-Libby, LLC 
PO Box 421
Stockertown, PA 18083
thegayjournal.net

The opinions and views expressed by our contributors are not necessarily 
that of The Gay Journal, Gaugler-Libby, LLC or our advertisers.  

Contributors
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@lvgayjournal

Jason Sizemore is the owner of Butterhead Kitchen, a vegan cooking 
class & small batch vegan products business. Check out our ad 
in this issue for more info.  He also teaches Mindfulness to kids & 
adults in the Lehigh Valley, where he lives with his ever supportive 
husband William, & their rescue dog Alfie,  aka ‘Butterhead’. 

Tim Helton is a Dayton, Ohio transplant to the Lehigh Valley who loves 
DC Comics, being nosey on social media, candy, and aspires to be in a 
throuple with Henry Cavill and Janet Jackson.  (Fingers crossed) Make 
him instafamous @timhelton and don’t forget to follow @lvgayjournal 

Mike Krysko - Over 9 years in the health and wellness industry. I'm a 
passionate Independent Certified Health Coach, looking to change lives. 
I’ve lost 100 lbs on an and I’m committed to helping others become the 
best version of themselves, both mentally and physically.

Jonathan Fleming graduated from Muhlenberg College in 2020 with a 
degree in Theatre & Communications. He lives in Manhattan, working full-
time as a digital marketer and part-time coffee connoisseur. @jontfleming

Welcome to our Spring 2023 issue. You are in for a fucking 
treat! I remember hearing Janis Ian’s song At Seventeen on 
the radio when I was a wee lad of 9 or 10 and thinking, ‘Gross! 
How do I fast forward this song to a super cool Donny Osmond 

or Jackson 5 tune?” This is back when you actually had to wait 
3 minutes for the song to finish before you may or may not like the next 
song the DJ selected. Anyway, around the umpteenth time of hearing 
the song, something shifted. The lyrics started resonating in my heart. 
Suddenly I was super self conscious that my parents might recognize 
what I hadn’t yet. Something having to do with thinking Laurie Partridge 
was cute but David Cassidy was really cute. Something having to do with 
my GI Joe’s wanting to spend time with my sister’s Ken doll. Something I 
didn’t have a word for yet. 
     I wasn’t even close to being 17. I couldn’t possibly anticipate the 
rejection of not being invited to the school dance. Or that society judges 
people on something so superficial as looks. A couple of months ago 
I heard At Seventeen while I was driving home from work. It literally 
stopped me in my tracks. I pulled over and listened to the absolutely 
brilliant lyrics and the haunting melody…and just cried. I cried for those 
who did not make it. They didn’t make it through adolescence due to 
uneducated teachers, ill-equipped parents, unforgiving churches, bullying 
peers. They didn’t make it through AIDS due to ignorant politicians. 
Sometime after Freedom to Marry I breathed a sigh of relief and thought, 
‘we don’t have many gay bars anymore but maybe we don’t need them 
because we can get married and we are accepted everywhere and the 
future generations will be fine.’ 
     Fast forward to present day and the fear mongering and bullying and 
science and fact denying politicians whose sole purpose seems to be 
keeping white men angry all the time. Never mind that they have the 
least to be angry about. Drag queens are this close to being criminals 
because “they are indoctrinating kids into the LGBTQ+ lifestyle”…
WTFingF?! Trans rights are under fire and supportive parents of trans kids 
are being charged with abuse. Don’t Say Gay and a laundry list of other 
atrocities in Florida. So, clearly I am re-thinking this everything is going 
to be fine happy horseshit. Sigh. That is not a sigh of defeat. It is a sigh 
of OK, we need to regroup and we need people to get passionate and 
recommit to the cause. We need to vote for and support the people who 
care about people and causes and protections for all people. 
     One of the things I can do is offer these pages to LGBTQ+ folks that 
may not otherwise have a platform and honor their tireless activism, 
feature their writing, art, photography and other talents. Aside from 
this editor’s note, I promise this really is an uplifting issue jam packed 
with humorous and thought provoking material from our super talented 
contributors. Thank you to all of our advertisers and please continue to 
support all the LGBTQ+/friendly businesses that support us!
Wishing you all peace and love,
Stephen T. Libby
Editor-in-Chief
lvgayjournal@gmail.com

When Gary Gaugler, Jr isn’t saving the world at his office job, he 
enjoys writing his book series and playing video games.  His passions 
include cats, shenanigans, and weekend cocktails (though perhaps 
not in that order).  He resides in Allentown with his husband, Steve.

Carley Kuehner is a professional entrepreneur who owns a successful 
national digital marketing agency Cosmick Technologies. Carley graduated 
at East Stroudsburg University with a degree in Computer Science. 
In Carley’s free time you can expect to see her enjoying life on the lake 
where she retreats to her secondary tiny home in the Pocono Mountains.

Liz Bradbury is the Director of the Training Institute of the Bradbury-
Sullivan LGBT Community Center and has been an activist since she 
ran an LGBT committee in grad school in 1979. She’s written over 400 
published articles on LGBT issues, and is the national award winning 
author of the lesbian detective novels: The Maggie Gale Mysteries.

Brian Wendt lives in Bethlehem with his dog Mia and enjoys long walks 
on the beach, etc.

Tom Kelch lives in Rehoboth Beach, DE with his husband and two dogs. 
He is the innkeeper/property manager of the Rehoboth Guest House. 
Tom started doing a research project on the property owned by Frank 
Colonnello and Garrett Wood, and he discovered an incredible and 
previously lost story about the very first openly gay business for gay people 
in the city. Tom started writing his story online and to his surprise thousands 
of people soon had read and shared it. As one of his first publications, 
he is extremely honored to be writing this series for The Gay Journal.

William Sanders is in his 333rd (not a typo) season as Artistic Director at 
Civic Theatre. He has worn mostly black since 1976. He loves his life, his 
friends, his family, his work and his husband. Not in that order.

Lenora Dannelke, an independent journalist covering food, travel or anything 
fun, resides in Old Allentown and loves a good Bloody Mary. She has been 
a staunch ally of the LGBTQ community for five decades. Her pet peeve 
is seeing “macaron” misspelled as “macaroon”—especially by a bakery.
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Y ou - yes, you - can support queer 
youth in our schools. The headlines 
tell the story. “Central Bucks 

wants to ban teachers from advocating 
‘social policy’ issues. The ACLU fears it 
would target LGBTQ students”; “Red Lion 
residents fume over district’s transgender 
policy” and “Pennridge tells teachers to 
remove LGBTQ pride flags, crosses, and 
other ‘advocacy materials,’ per new policy.” 
Less known and less well publicized are the 
efforts to implement anti-LGBTQ policies 
and discriminatory practices in our local 
schools. Groups like “Moms for Liberty” 
are actively organizing to eliminate queer 
inclusion in schools throughout Lehigh, 
Northampton, Bucks, and Berks county. 
Among others, they are regularly attending 
and speaking out against our community 
at school board meetings in the Nazareth, 
Parkland, Bethlehem, Saucon Valley, East 
Penn, Quakertown, Wilson, and Governor 
Mifflin districts. Unfortunately, activists and 
advocates like myself are unable to speak 
at these meetings unless we are a resident 
of the school district in question. We have 
to rely on local residents to counter these 
attacks. That is why I am so thankful for 
my friend April Gabriel-Ferretti. She and 
other allies in the local group “Nazareth 
Together!” are actively pushing back against 
hate and speaking out in favor of inclusion 
in the Nazareth School District. They have 
set up a schedule where they attend every 
school board meeting where they get up 
and speak on behalf of LGBTQ+ youth. 
They are making a difference in their local 
community and I am so honored to be 
informally advising them – and other parents 
groups – on how to advocate on behalf of 
our youth. Please take a few moments to 
read her article. Think about your experience 
as a queer youth in school. Then, make a 
plan to attend and speak in favor of inclusion 
at your next school board meeting!
- Corinne Goodwin

     Every year there are close to 50 million 
students enrolled in public schools! 
Aside from home, children ranging from 
kindergarten to high school rely on their 
schools to provide educational opportunities 

in addition to a chance for students 

to acquire invaluable social interactions 
and life skills. There’s no denying that 
school can be a challenging space for any 
student. However, a vastly different set 
of adversities arise for those who identify 
as gay, bisexual, transgender, lesbian, or 
nonbinary. Across our nation queer youth 
are housed in institutions that lack policies 
and procedures that are affirming and 
supportive. If there are policies in place, they 
are infrequently implemented in ways that 
adequately protect LGBTQ students—often 
leading to exclusion, bullying, which can 
then lead to an increased risk of physical and 
psychological harm and ultimately limit their 
educational experience. 
     Over the past decade and a half, 
lawmakers and school administrators have 
openly acknowledged that queer youth are a 
vulnerable population, particularly in school 
settings and consequently have created 
policies, which attempt to allow all students 
to feel safe and welcome. 
     While there has been some substantial 
progress, it has been grossly inconsistent 
and students in many states across 
the country continue to lack sufficient 
protections against discrimination on 
account of gender identity or sexual 
orientation. In states where appropriate 
policies do exist, they lack enforcement. 
As LGBTQ students become more visible, 
many states and school districts dismiss their 
needs and fail to ensure they are awarded 
equal opportunities when compared to their 
peers. 
     Unfortunately, their inaction greatly 
compromises basic human rights, which 
include but are not limited to access to 
education, freedom from discrimination, 
freedom of expression, privacy, and physical 
safety. 
     Ongoing concerns for students include 
bullying, harassment, exclusionary practices 
related to both academia, extracurricular 
activities and resources and other types 
of discrimination stemming from bigotry 
that is aimed at staff and students alike, 
on the basis of gender identity and sexual 
orientation. While such grievances are less 
than comprehensive, these broad issues 
allow for a bird’s eye view of some of the 
most common and pressing concerns 

amongst queer students, all of which could 
be useful for lawmakers in assuring their 
rights are protected and enforced. 
     Most of us can remember the tremendous 
social pressures that came with our academic 
journey and these issues still remain, 
particularly for LGBTQ students who are in 
the midst of attempting to understand their 
personal identities. This adversity becomes 
even further complicated when these kids 
lack support at home or from other family 
and friends. When they are then faced with 
encountering negative messaging at school, 
it becomes a recipe for disaster! 
     Consequently, queer students are 
significantly more likely to become victims 
of abuse then their CIS counterparts. 
It’s not uncommon for these students to 
report these incidents of harassment with 
little or no repercussions for the offending 
student, thus continuing the vicious cycle. 
Jamie, a recent high school graduate from 
Pennsylvania suburbs, recalls details of one 
particular event that still stands out to him 
today. “Daily, I was taunted by one group of 
kids at my high school. I was called a ‘faggot’ 
and other terrible names I won’t repeat and 
even had a tray of cafeteria food dumped 
on my head. This went on for months. Even 
after my parents reached out to my principal, 
it was met with a ‘boys will be boys’ type 
sentiment and the other kids were let off the 
hook.”  He went on further to explain that 
school officials tried placing the blame on 
him because he was “too open.”
     Sadly, these attacks are not just student 
on student. In some instances, students are 
being singled out by teachers or other staff 
who speak to them condescendingly and use 
hate speech aimed at causing injury. Jamie 
shared there were times when certain staff 
would “join in” by laughing or making side 
comments. “That was a turning point for 
me”, he said. “From that point on, school 
was never again the same. It was hell on 
earth.” 
     There’s also data, which reveals how 
students regularly face challenges on 
accessing information related to LGBTQ 
issues at school. Whether it’s at the library or 
via tech, some states like Texas and Alabama 
have restrictive laws that further add to lack 
of access by limiting dialogue around these 

by April Gabriel-Ferretti, MS, MFT she/her

Queer Students Face Lack of
Sufficient Protections Against
Discrimination
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Time For 
A Change?

Legal Name Change
Assistance For Trans Folk!
Court Documents     Mentoring     Financial Help

Must be a resident of Lehigh, Northampton, Monroe, Berks, Bucks, Montgomery, Carbon, Schuylkill, Luzerne, Lackawanna, Lancaster, Delaware, Chester, Wayne, Pike or Columbia County to Apply

Scan Me!

Stephen

Stephan
ie

topics, strengthening barriers that keep them 
from having the ability to gain info on health 
and wellness topics. These laws extend 
beyond health and sex education. States 
such as these often forbid the discussion 
of any LGBTQ topics or themes in history, 
government, psychology and even grammar 
class! 
     Some schools have permitted students 
to organize clubs like GSA (gay-straight 
alliance) yet despite their efforts to create a 
safe space for students to discuss important 
topics and gather resources there are reports 
that many clubs have been forced to disband 
due to pushback from students, parents 
and community members living within the 
districts. 
     Furthermore, for those GSAs, which are 
able to withstand the red tape of politics 
and biases, ridicule and mocking, students 
have said they are sometimes held to 
more rigorous standards than other clubs. 
Additionally, they frequently get passed 
by and are excluded from participating in 
school-wide activities. There are reports of 
having their signage stolen or defaced. 
     Students often lack the much needed 
insight and support of teacher role models 
partly due to lack of employment protections 
for LGBTQ teachers and allies. Staff fear 
backlash from parents and administrators, 
worrying that they’ll be targeted unfairly 

and face harsh consequences at work if they 
were to be open about their own identity or 
orientation. 
     Discrimination comes in many forms 
including lack of inclusion in extracurricular 
activities, limiting access to bathrooms and 
locker rooms, restricting self-expression—for 
example, how students dress during the 
school day or what they wear to special 
events like award ceremonies or prom. “My 
school refused to let us into the event and 
we were not refunded our money,” said 
Ella, a 17 year old transgender student who 
had hoped to wear a dress to prom. “It was 
mortifying,” she said. 
     Mental health is significantly impacted 
when students are left feeling unwelcome, 
unsafe, are underrepresented and unable 
to access resources. When faced with staff 
who intentionally misgender them, or are 
on the receiving end of hurtful slurs, schools 
can become a hostile environment that 
impedes on their well-being and ability to be 
successful. 
     Tre, a 15-year-old pansexual, non-binary 
transgender student, said it was “like a 
little mental pinch” when teachers used the 
wrong pronouns.  “It doesn’t seem like a big 
deal but eventually you bruise.”
     We must do better! Inclusive approaches 
are desperately needed to make our schools 
more welcoming for queer students and 

staff. All students should be permitted to 
learn and interact with their peers without 
the fear of facing exclusion, bullying or 
violence. 
     Want to make a difference in your 
schools? Attend a school board meeting 
where policies are created and discussed 
and where you can have the opportunity to 
advocate for fair and inclusive practices. 
     Vote! Each and every year! Right wing 
extremists are currently infiltrating school 
boards across the country by running their 
own people who want nothing more than 
to silence and erase LGBTQ staff and 
students in an effort to deny their existence 
by prohibiting the mere discussion of 
related topics. We must ensure that policies, 
curricula, and resources explicitly include 
LGBTQ students and that schools are 
respectful to the specific needs of all youth.

April is a psychotherapist based out of 
the Philly and NYC 
suburbs, where she 

lives with her husband 
and three sons. She 
works as an activist 

in her community 
on a variety of 

topics pertaining to 
marginalized groups 

and human rights. 
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F irst, I’d love to share a little bit about what has led me to 
this place in my life and how it may resonate within our 

community. From the earliest time I can remember, probably 
about 4th grade, I have struggled with my weight. At this early 
age, I developed an unhealthy relationship with food that would 
haunt me for the rest of my life, until now!
     Many of us know, too well, that living in the closet can take 
it’s toll on our mental health. Suicide and addiction are far too 
prevalent in our community. For me, that addiction was food. 
I was not self aware enough to understand this emotional 
connection. It wasn’t that I had a traumatic upbringing, but it was 
loneliness that triggered my addiction with food by providing 
temporary comfort and repressing my emotions. Like many 
young gays, I was more of the mama’s boy and was much more 

interested in coloring and Barbie than in football. Having 

three macho, sporty brothers and an ex-marine dad, I put 
enormous pressure on myself to remain isolated in the closet. 
The end result was always looking to food for comfort and solace.
     By the time I entered high school, I was shy, awkward, and 
extremely self-conscious about my weight. I hid while in the gym 
locker room, wore a t-shirt in the pool for swim class, and was 
always conscious of my man boobs. Not fully understanding 
my mismanagement of my emotions and loneliness, I began 
to seek out the quick fix diets. I first started with over-the-
counter diet pills during my sophomore year of high school. This 
experimentation catapulted me into 30 years of yo-yo dieting 
and playing games with my metabolism. I did every trend out 
there: low carb, low fat, grapefruit diet, counting calories and 
countless other ways. You name it, I’ve most likely tried it. 
Sometimes I’d have moderate to good success, but the weight 
always found it’s way back on.
     Now at age 49 and more mindful about health vs. just 
appearance, I finally figured out that I had never addressed the 
true root cause of the problem. Food addiction and emotional/
stress eating are real. In fact, emotional mismanagement is 
thought to be the central cause to almost all disease and lack 
of wellbeing. If you tell an emotional eater that they should be 
scared to leave the house, in the middle of a global pandemic, 
lock them in their house next to the refrigerator, it is not gonna 
be pretty.
     In June of 2021, I hit my highest weight of 267 lbs. I was 
depressed, hopeless and left wondering “how did I get here, 

MY WEIGHT LOSS STRATEGY BY MIKE KRYSKO

MICHAEL KRYSKO LOST 100 LBS

REGGIE BAKER LOST 42 LBS

ANTONIO LUGO LOST 28 LBS

PETE LEWNES LOST 95 LBS

PATRICK MEYERLE LOST 119 LBS

ANTHONY CRIVELLARO LOST 75 LBS

MIKE GROVE LOST 60 LBS

* .Average weight loss on the Optimal Weight 5 & 1 Plan® is 12 
pounds. Clients are in weight loss, on average, for 12 weeks.
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again?”. How could I, at 49 years old, be this broken and messed 
up? And like divine intervention, I came across my now coaches, 
Dennis and Michael, on Facebook that brought me the hope 
I was looking for. On July 5th, 2021, I started my weight loss 
journey with an amazing program that has forever changed my 
life.
     Shortly into my journey, I recognized the ease of the program 
and was loving the results. I knew others in my life would benefit 
from it, so I began to coach. The weight loss was proven and 
predictable. Something that finally worked!!! As I started to 
share my journey out loud, I began to bring on more and more 
clients. They were all getting the same benefits as me: increase 
in energy, better sleep, more mental clarity, less cravings and 
predictable weekly results.
     At this point I decided to dive even deeper into the program 
to help better support my clients. As I educated myself on all four 
components of the program, I had an awakening to the mental 
aspects I had been ignoring all along. And sure enough I began 
to see my clients come to life one by one. As excited as I was 
about my own scale moving, I found a passion for helping others 
get their lives back and providing hope to those that had felt as 
stuck and broken as I once did. “I was meant to do something 
special with my life!” From that point on, none of this was about 
“Me” anymore.
     By July 5th ,2022, I had reached my goal of 100 lbs down and 
had brought over 60 people along with me. Many of these clients 
had even reached their goals long before me and are doing a 
fantastic keeping it off. Now I have left my 25-year career to help 
and serve others. After spending most of my life uncomfortable 
in my sexuality and my own body, I rejoice in finally loving myself 
again. This program has given me control, freed me from being 
a slave to food, and tools to manage my emotional eating. For 
the first time in my life, I am confident I will not have to put this 
weight back on.
     I don’t work with the gay community exclusively, but I am 
very proud that I have supported over 25 gay men this last year. 
Most of these men are from the Lehigh Valley Area. The pictures 
featured are just a sampling of this year’s impact. Special thanks 
to my bold models for living out loud and inspiring others.
     If you or anyone you know is looking for lifelong 
transformation here is what can be expected:
• Nutritional Plan—Scientifically solid to get proven and 

predictable results that is doctor-created and overseen.
• Community Support—The goal is to surround you with 

as many people as possible to cheer you on, heighten 
motivation, help overcome similar challenges and create a 
virtual health bubble around you.

• Coaching—Work closely with myself or another coach of 
your choice for nutritional guidance, strengthening mindset 
and accountability. If we could hold ourselves accountable, 
we would never be at an unhealthy weight.

• Transformation System—Written and designed by a doctor 
that has dedicated his life to behavioral transformation. Not 
only for weight loss but for optimizing your entire health and 
well being. 

     As I am writing this, I can speak volumes on each one of our 
components and how it has drastically impacted my life. This 
journey has led me to a place where I can continue working on 
my emotional management, work on being the best version of 
myself, become the dominant force in my own life and have the 
ability to guide others to do exactly the same.

Testimonials
“I love how confidence feels...didn’t realize how much 
I was hiding behind my weight...here’s to the past me 
that I loved to a future of living out louder than ever...
so thankful to the program that saved and created a 
new life for me."

- Pete Lewnes

“This healthier lifestyle I am on has changed my life 
in several ways. At the start of this journey I was at 
my heaviest I have ever been and on meds for blood-
pressure, high cholesterol , acid reflux, heart issues 
and leg and knee problems. Now 119 lbs down, I am 
currently on no meds with no need for follow up Dr’s 
appointments. I am eating better, making healthier 
choices and now living my best life!”

- Patrick Meyerle

“I have struggled with my weight for many years. I 
dealt with the constant fluctuations and I hated the way 
I looked in my clothing, not to mention all the aches 
and pains that I pushed upon my body because of the 
added weight. The program taught me how to eat 
again and make healthy choices that has changed my 
life with unimaginable results and the freedom to truly 
live again!“

- Reggie Baker

King, Spry, Herman, Freund & Faul LLC
One West Broad Street Suite 700 

Bethlehem, PA 18018
610-332-0390 • www.kingspry.com   

KingSpry Law
KingSpry’s LGBTQ-friendly legal practice 
includes adoption law, assisted reproductive 
technology law, business law, civil rights law, 
contract law, education law, employment/labor 
law, estates/trusts law, family law, landlord/tenant 
law, litigation, municipal law, name changes, 
non-profit law, public finance, and real estate law.
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Gay___Social started nearly a 
decade ago when a few gay 
friends would meet up for 

drinks once a month. Back then, it didn’t 
even have a name. Over the years, this 
informal group substantially grew under 
one of the founding members, Kellen 
May, and it became a monthly staple in-
person event for many in the local gay 
community in Somerville. 
     Following the Covid pandemic, the 
group rebranded as Gay___Social and 
expanded across the region by adding 
new monthly events happening at 
Scouts Coffee Bar (High Bridge), Clydz 
(New Brunswick), and Social Restaurant 
and Lounge (Somerville). With its 
expansion, Gay___Social blossomed 
further, drawing in people from across 
the state and even as far as NYC and 
Philly. 
     Today, Gay___Social is run by Evan 

Townsend, Lloyd Vliet, and Pat Coyle. 
They primarily use social media to bring 
people together and they draw up to 
100 people at some of their events. 
They work closely with the partner 
venues who offer their local business as 
an open safe space and accommodate 
the large attendance that Gay___Social 
brings. 
     The mission of Gay Social is to foster 
positive connections and long-time 
friendships within the gay community 
across central New Jersey by hosting 
in-person social networking events. All 
events are free or low-cost to attend 
ensuring that everyone of all financial 
means are welcome. 
Gay___Social 
events are 
open to all 
within the 
LGBTQIA 

community across all adult ages. 
     “There’s something really special 
about our group. It’s unlike any gay 
meetup you’ll go to. I’ve seen the most 
shy, introverted person come in knowing 
nobody and leave having 10 new 
friends”, said Vliet. 
 
Social Media Links:
• Facebook—https://www.facebook.

com/groups/njgaysocial/
• Instagram—https://instagram.com/

gay___social
• Meetup Central NJ LGBT Happy 

Hours—https://meetu.ps/c/3PzQd/
YrPN4/a

Gay__Social by Evan Townsend

Lloyd Vliet is a 30-year-old senior marketing professional, who co-runs 
Gay Social, fostering new friendships within the LGBTQ+ community 
in NJ. He is passionate about creating inclusive spaces and bringing 
people together.

Evan Townsend is a regional director at a New Jersey based non-
profit that serves individuals with developmental disabilities in 
residential and day treatment settings.  In his free time, Evan co-
organizes a social group that hosts LGBT events three times a month 
in various locations within the central New Jersey area.  @gay___social
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60+ LIVING IN EMMAUS, PA

Come to our Open House!
From 10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. on the SECOND TUESDAY 
OF EVERY MONTH, we host an open house so you can 
explore all the choices Chestnut Ridge will offer.  
Call to RSVP today!

Construction is Underway!Picture yourself enjoying the lifestyle you’ve been waiting for in a 
brand-new 60+ community rich with opportunities for adventure. 
Replace chores with happy hours, relaxing at the indoor pool or hiking 
picturesque trails—it’s all up to you. What’s on your list?

OPENING SUMMER 2023—LIMITED AVAILABILITY!

Weed garden
Mow lawn
 Enjoy a hike!

610-686-9397  |  Chestnutridge.org

WELLNESS-FOCUSED LIVING  |  UPSCALE APARTMENTS  |  STATE-OF-THE-ART AMENITIES



Liz Bradbury: Hi, this is Liz Bradbury. 
Janis Ian: Hey, Liz how are you doing? This is Janis. 
Liz: Thank you so much for talking with me.
Janis: Oh, it’s my pleasure. I see you’ve been instrumental through 
the years in the worlds that I inhabit!
Liz: Well thanks, but, besides that, I also am friends with 
Catherine M. Wilson, who did one When Women Were Warriors…
(note: Catherine M. Wilson wrote the award winning Lesbian 
fiction trilogy When Women Were Warriors, which she published 
herself - Catherine Wilson brilliantly marketed the series by 
giving the first book in the series away for free (in e-format) 
which encouraged 10s of thousands of readers to purchase the 
other two books soon after. Janis read the first book herself, 
and actually contacted Catherine to say she was interested in 
performing the audio version of the first book - which she did. 
I worked with Catherine on other projects, but then helped her 
with marketing Janis’s audio presentation.)
Janis: Oh yes, sure, what a wonderful book, big regret that we 

couldn’t do the second one. It’s such a great series. 

Liz: Your performance of that was so exceptional, so great. 
I also listened to your autobiography… (Note: Janis’s audio 
performance of her autobiography, Society’s Child, won a 
Grammy in 2013. She was up against Hillary Clinton, Barak 
Obama, Rachel Maddow, and Ellen DeGeneres as the other 
nominees. When she accepted the award she said —“This is kind 
of like the beginning of a joke - A first Lady, a President and 3 
Lesbians go into a bar… Then she went on to say “I believe this 
would be called a stunning upset. My first Grammy nomination 
came when I was 15 years old. For better and for worse, I have 
watched my business become an industry—but one thing will 
never change. We don’t sell music. We sell dreams.”)  
Liz: Your autobiography was incredibly moving…and I’m so sorry 
you had to go through all that …crap!  
Janis: (laughs) Well, I guess it was worth it to get where I am…
Liz: Let’s talk about your Grammy nomination…(Note: Janis’s 
complete Grammy nominated album, Light at the End of the Line, 
can be heard for free at her web site: JanisIan.com where you can 

icon JANIS IAN
INTERVIEW BY LIZ BRADBURY

I'm still not quite sure how we scored this interview with 
the iconic Janis Ian. Here she talks with Liz Bradbury about 
her 10th Grammy nomination, the vocal cord scarring that 

has forced her to retire from touring, donating her personal 
archives to Berea College and more. — Editor
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also purchase the music and other stuff.) 
You’ve had 10 Grammy nominations (and 
won 2). Light at the End of the Line is just 
fabulous. And you’ve told us that this is 
your final album, (and that you’ll no longer 
be performing) due in part to the scarring 
of your vocal cords (from a virus that has 
changed your voice).   
Janis: Yeah…when I started out (on this 
album) I said, I can do as well as this, but 
I’m not going to do better. That was really 
what I felt. I felt like I’d finally hit my mark, 
and I was lucky to have lived long enough 
to hit it. But when I started saying, ‘This is 
my last album of all new material’. I didn’t 
realize that it would be my last album that I’d 
be able to sing. So that’s come as kind of a 
shock. 
Liz: Yes…Well, how about it that you’re 
up against Judy Collins now (for the 2023 
Grammy) and (in 1975 - 47 years ago) you 
were up against Judy Collins when you 
won for At 17…? 
Janis: Oh, was I really!?! Oh gracious, I didn’t 
even know that!
Liz: Yes! The other nominees were: Judy 
Collins, Linda Ronstadt, Helen Reddy, and 
…Olivia Newton John.  
Janis: Olivia..yeah..Livy…Oh yeah, what 
a great group of women! Oh, my God! 
That’s when you wish you could just tie with 
everybody! I have to say that I listened to 
some of Judy (Collins’) new album. And 
I thought it was wonderful. She sounds 
amazing. It’s a great group (of nominees) 
again.
     And you know, I wish that, ah, I don’t 
know how to phrase this politely…They 
came out with the first ever songwriter of 
the year (Grammy Award), and they put it 
in fine print, so that people like me didn’t 
realize that this award was going to exist. 
But also (they had in fine print) that we 
would have to have not only have 5 new 
cuts of our own, but 5 cuts (on the album) by 
other performers (singing our songs), which 
disqualified (the 2023 work) of pretty much 
every singer-songwriter in the country. 
     And I called them (National Academy 
of Recording Arts & Sciences), and I said 
every single cut I’ve ever gotten (of people 
signing songs I have written) — from John 
Mellencamp to Mel Tormé, to Bette Milder, 
to Joan Baez, has been because they heard 
my recording. So how can you disqualify me 
in the one category where I actually stood a 
chance of shining?   
Liz: And what was their response?
Janis: Ah…well, “we wanted to be fair to 
songwriters who weren’t performers”. And I 
said again, it’s not for nothing that the great 
songwriters of this era —  Leonard Cohen, 
Bob Dylan… are also singer-songwriters, and 

you’ve disqualified all of us. So, it’s a little 
bittersweet this year, because there were 
only 62 people (who produced any music 
this year) from what I hear, who qualified. 
And I would have liked a shot at that. 
Liz: So, you had to have less than 5 cuts?
Janis: No, I could have five cuts of me 
singing, but I (also) had to have five of my 
songs with other people singing. And I said 
to them, how hard do you think it would 
have been for me to call five friends, have 
them release five versions of (my songs). 
I mean the Better Times Project has 200 
versions my song (Better Times). So, it’s a 
little bittersweet.
Liz: Yes, no kidding! Well, since you 
mentioned the Better Times Project, I 
really wanted to just ask; you were able 
to go to Folk City and the Bitter End and 
do hoots (folk music hoot-n-nannys) way 
back then. And be able to have these 
opportunities when you were young, to be 
around all those brilliant musicians, and I 
don’t know that those opportunities exist 
anymore…
Janis: I think they do. I think it’s just not on as 
loud a level. I know even where I live there 
are 2 or 3 different small clubs where people 
play out. It just doesn’t have the national 
profile that Bob Shelton and the New York 
Times gave the Gaslight Cafe.   
Liz: But you’re Better Times Project, that 
seems to be an outlet for that (kind of 
music collaboration). Were you thinking 
about that when you put that together?  
Janis: (pensively) Hmm…no, I wasn’t thinking 
about that at all, but it is very much in the 
line of the folk ethic. It’s very much, “We are 
all doing this together.”  Each musician gives 
it their own take. The contract that everyone 
(who participated in the Project) had to 
agree to, was that they would allow their 
version to stay up and be downloadable for 
free, and forever. That’s very “sixties!” The 
music is there for everyone.
     And I really encouraged people to go 
ahead and put it up on their own YouTube 
channel, (even if they weren’t actually part of 
the Project). Because I thought, well, that’s in 
the spirit of this song.
     And it was really cool, because people 
would email me. They’d say, I wake up in 
the morning feeling like crap because of 
everything that’s going on, and I would 
just listen to today’s version of that song, 
and feel so much better. What a great 
opportunity to be able to do that! It was just 
amazing.  
Liz: I felt that way. I was listening to a 
bunch of them yesterday, and I felt so 
much more positive about everything. 
Thank you! (Note: You can listen to Janis 
Ian’s Better Times Will Come Project 

at: https://www.bettertimeswillcome.com/)  
Janis: It’s my pleasure. It was a lot of work 
and a lot of money, but it sure was worth it! 
Liz: Along those lines your philosophy 
of sharing music and making music 
affordable, or making it free, tell us about 
that.
Janis: Oh, it’s a mixed bag, because, on 
the one hand, I do want to be paid for 
my work. But I think it’s unreasonable for 
a record company, for instance, to expect 
me to stay under contract at the same 
percentage that I was receiving when I 
was 14 years old. So that’s 57 years that 
I’ve been under contract for (her first song) 
Society’s Child, and I’m still getting the 
percentage that I received then. And I make 
nothing when they license it for film. Stuff 
like that. So that’s unreasonable to me. And 
it’s also unreasonable to me that streaming 
companies don’t have to pay the same as 
terrestrial radio companies. The only reason 
that happened was because Congress was 
so ignorant and full of people that had never 
even learned to work their own cell phones, 
that we have this lopsided world that is so in 
favor of corporate business. It’s obnoxious. 
I have to say, that radio goes along with it, 
and the record companies go along with it, 
because they are all making money.
     And meanwhile songwriters are dying. I 
mean, songwriters are getting jobs pumping 
gas. So, I have some serious problems with 
that. I also think that it should be up to the 
individual artist, what they do with their 
work. Here’s a case: If I want to take Society’s 
Child, and leave it, upon my death under 
a creative commons license, so that other 
artists can build on it, that should be my 
choice.   
     You can argue that ownership is 
ownership, but I don’t know of another 
business where you are allowed to own what 
someone creates and potentially never put 
it out. Deana Carter went through that, and 
her entire career was sidelined.
     Or potentially, completely remake it, like 
Orson Welles’ work was. But I don’t know of 
another business where you can be literally 
indentured for life, because under those old 
contracts, especially if the record company 
didn’t like what you did, they could just 
keep making you go back but not give you 
more money. (Note: In other words, make 
you make more albums, but not release or 
promote them, so you would not make more 
royalties from sales).
Liz: It happens to writers, too.  
Janis: Yes, it does! Book writing used to 
be such a nice gentleman’s agreement. 
I was pretty appalled when I wrote my 
autobiography, and what the industry 
(contract) standards were. And now, of 15



course, with Print-On-Demand the guarantee 
that the book will stay in print is really 
meaningless. It’s unfortunate. 
Liz: And yet, there are other venues now, 
that people can use to get their work out. 
At least there’s that. 
Janis: Yes. But there have always been 
other venues, other ways. There’s always 
a workaround. When kids ask me, “What 
should I do? The record companies don’t 
want me”. I always say, if a door doesn’t 
open, you go around it, you go under it, you 
go over it. You find a way.
Liz: And you have also just made the 
commitment to have your entire files 
and own work go into archives at Berea 
College.
Janis: I’ve had a relationship with Berea for 
23 years now. They do have an endowment 
for my archive. We considered larger 
institutions, but I felt my work would be 
lost at those. Whereas if I choose a smaller 
place that embodies what I feel as an 
artist, I thought, (activist and author) bell 
hooks’ (papers) are there, and (folk music 
pioneer) Jean Ritchie’s work is there. Berea 
was a natural. And when I broached it with 
them, the level of enthusiasm was so high. 
They are about making my work accessible 
and researchable online, and not just to 
professionals. I’m going up there in April to 
work with their archivists and explain things 
like: Here’s the ring that was Josephine 
Baker’s, and she gave it to (blues singer) 
Victoria Spivy, who gave it to someone else, 
who gave it to me.
Liz: Tell us about choosing the songs for 
Light at the End of the Line. These are all 
your own songs…  
Janis: I had a whiteboard literally hanging in 
my workspace, and I kept adding to it and 
finally I thought, oh, wow! I have enough 
songs now. I don’t know why it was such a 
surprise to me. 
Liz: When I was listening to the Light at 
the End of the Line, I cried so hard… I 
just…  
Janis: Oh, I’m sorry! 
Liz: No, it was a good thing! I was just 
afraid someone would come into my office 
and see me weeping.
Janis: Yeah, my tour manager and my wife 
cried when they heard it.
Liz: But there are so many hopeful cuts: 
I’m Still Standing; Resist…Tell me about 
your song about Nina Simone. 
Janis: I had this little lick …(sings the musical 
lick) …I don’t know why I played it backstage 
every night when I was touring Europe one 
year, it just kind of calmed me, and then 
these lyrics started popping into my head, 
and they were literally, Nina, I could see 

your face, and I thought, I don’t want 

to write a song about Nina. I really did not. 
I respected Nina, but she was a piece of 
work, and every time I tried to write it about 
somebody else, it just kept coming back to 
Nina. So, in the end, I thought about what 
my (brilliant acting) teacher Stella Adler used 
to say, “Trust your talent…it knows better 
than you do.”
     I think there’s a tremendous amount of 
truth to that for any writer. So, I gave in. And 
this song wound up being about Nina. It’s 
hard to write about somebody you loved, 
that made you that crazy, and that was 
that difficult. It’s hard to write about them 
in a way that’s at once compassionate, not 
sordid, but truthful. To be able to say, “Crazy 
as a loon in your own cartoon”, to me, that 
was really what embodied what Nina was. 
She was living in this cartoon world, and 
I could never see that world, and when 

she hit the mark, it just really…If you’ve 
seen:  Whatever Happened to Miss Simone, 
the archival footage in that is the first and 
only time I’ve really seen a performer of her 
caliber captured on stage in that manner. 
She was impossible and wonderful and 
glorious, and everything you’d never want to 
be as an artist, and everything that you do 
want to be as an artist.
Liz: I was doing research on Lorraine 
Hansbury and learning about her, because 
they were close friends.
Janis: Right…(laughs) I think anyone who 
was friends with Nina deserves some kind of 
award! (laughs) She was really difficult. Bless 
her heart!
Liz: In your book you say that you are 
kind of a glass half full person, which I 
appreciate. Lots of LGBTQ folks today, 
especially young people, that I come in 
contact with, seem to feel discouraged…
what would you tell them?

Janis: Yeah, that’s because they didn’t live 
through the 60s and the 50s! They don’t 
remember how bad it was. They should read 
some history. I think it’s incumbent on any 
marginalized people to learn about their 
history. They don’t understand. I’ve had 
somebody come up to me once and say, 
where were you when we were fighting for 
rights? (Note: Janis’s song Society’s Child 
was about an interracial relationship in the 
early 1970s. She received death threats, 
endured frequent picketing of her shows, 
people would spit in her food in restaurants, 
a radio station that played it was burned to 
the ground. She didn’t stop playing it.)  
     I think it’s incumbent of people like you 
and me to educate them or say - get off 
your ass and go study some history, look 
at something that’s more than Wikipedia’s 
version of Stonewall. And I think it’s 
important because (young people) are 
supposed to reinvent the wheel, and they’re 
supposed to be annoyed and discouraged 
and find us lacking. I’m sure you felt, as I did, 
that by now, everything would be fine. 
     Honestly, I think young people right 
now are amazing, and I think people my 
age do what people my age have always 
done, which is underestimate and assume 
that young people are not as capable as we 
were. And the bottom line is, they are. They 
really are. And we have to understand that 
there’s a point where we don’t get it. And 
that’s okay. We don’t have to understand 
everything, to be able to help. 
     We got married in 2003 in London, and I 
got plenty of walkouts for it. We were the 5th 
couple to marry in Toronto (2003). We were 
the 2nd couple to register in Provincetown 
(2004).  
Liz: We were the first couple from 
Pennsylvania to get a civil union in 
Vermont in 2000, and we were on the 
front page of our newspaper, a 2 1/2 
page story, and people said to me, 
“How did the paper find out” and I 
said, “We brought them with us.” 
Janis: Yeah, I was amazed because (her 
wife) Pat has always hated the idea of being 
public, but when I said, “What can I get you 
for our wedding? She said, “I want to be in 
the New York Times wedding section.”  
     I said to Pat, “You can’t be serious, I’ve 
protected you for all these years, and here 
you are asking for this! But, you know, it was 
important. She felt that it was important that 
people see it.
Liz: Janis, thank you so much for 
talking with me! I hope we get to talk 
again someday.   
Janis: It was my pleasure. Let’s hope!  

"I think people my age 
... underestimate that 

young people are not as 
capable as we were. And 
the bottom line is, they 
are. We don't have to 

understand everything, 
to be able to help.
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L ong before I had the words to 
express my gender and sexuality, 
growing up, I felt a kinship and 

camaraderie with monsters. I collected 
plastic sea creatures, dragons, and all 
kinds of mythical animals from bins 
at the flea market. My favorites were 
always the creepiest and most strange. 
Halloween was my favorite time 
because my dad 
would take me to 
buy Halloween 
decorations and 
I would take care 
of them as if 
they were dolls. 
A little weird, I 
know but I think 
this affinity for all 
things monstrous 
is the earliest 
expressions of my 
queerness and my 
understandings 
of myself as an 
autistic person.      
     I know what you 
might be thinking, 
“Monsters? Aren’t 
we as LGBTQ+ 
people trying to 
prove we aren’t 
monsters?” And 
I do understand 
that sentiment, but really when you think 
about it, don’t monsters often represent 
everything society is scared of? Wouldn’t 
a monster understand me and my life as 
an autistic trans person?
     In my new book, Dear Mothman, 
that’s exactly the question I wanted to 
explore. No one in the thirteen-year-old 
main character Noah’s life understands 
both his struggles coming out as trans 
and the grief he feels over losing his 
best friend, Lewis. So, he starts writing 
letters to Mothman, a cryptid monster 
that Lewis taught him about, to feel less 
alone. 
     When I wrote the book, I was feeling 
pretty isolated myself. I moved to Jim 

Thorpe from New York City, and I didn’t 
know many queer people locally yet. In 
the heart of 2020 with the uncertainty 
of the early pandemic, that also made 
it really difficult to connect and find 
community. Like Noah, I found myself 
turning to read and research more and 
more about “cryptids,” spending nights 
on old websites and reading books on 

“cryptozoology” 
or the study of 
cryptids. 
     “Cryptid” is a 
term that refers 
to creatures that 
people believe or 
have anecdotal 
evidence of 
existing, but that 
most media doesn’t 
acknowledge as 
being real. Some 
examples are the 
Jersey Devil, The 
Flatwoods Monster, 
and Mothman. 
Locally, the Squonk 
is said to live in 
the forests of 
Pennsylvania. To 
me, these creatures 
feel particularly 
queer both because 
of their unique and 

sometimes whimsical monstrousness 
and because of their elusive qualities—
their lack of definability. As someone 
who is nonbinary and identifies as queer, 
this mystery feels interwoven into my life 
experiences and it’s come to be one of 
my favorite parts about my queerness, 
that my identity is always changing. 
     There are plenty of other queer folks 
who have written about our connection 
to monsters as well and I hope my 
book can continue that tradition. The 
first piece that really made my think 
about monsters and queer people was 
Susan Stryker’s speech “My Words to 
Victor Frankenstein above the Village of 
Chamounix” where she theorizes about 

transgender rage while talking about her 
connection to Frankenstein’s monster. 
Stryker writes, “Like the monster, I 
am too often perceived as less than 
fully human due to the means of my 
embodiment.” Reading that, I finally 
felt like I had words to describe why I’d 
always loved monsters. 
     Through Noah’s story in Dear 
Mothman I got to explore my own 
relationship with a specific cryptid 
monster, Mothman. Mothman is 
described as a humanoid flying creature 
with glowing red eyes who was first seen 
in Point Pleasant, West Virginia in 1966. 
After his first sighting, he’s been spotted 
all over the United States. He was first 
seen flying over a car but later became 
known as a harbinger, warning people of 
disaster like a bridge collapse. It might 
not seem immediately connected to 
being queer but like in Stryker’s piece, 
I feel this kinship with how Mothman 
exists outside of normal human society. 
He comes to try to interact, but people 
are scared of his strange and wonderous 
self. That’s almost exactly how I feel 
when I’m not in my LGBTQ+ community. 
     Lucky for Noah, he begins to make 
new friends, many of whom are queer 
too. While a lot of the book is about 
grief and queerness, the story is also 
a lot about queer communities and 
friendship. I wanted to give a trans 
autistic person spaces to feel embraced 
and accepted despite some of the 
struggles.
     I love how much the community 
has embraced cryptids as a symbol, 
especially in the last few years. If you 
have time, I definitely recommend 
searching the internet to see all the 
awesome kinds of LGBTQ+ fan art that 
people have made about Mothman 
and whole slew of other monsters. I’m 
hoping all of the queer monster and 
horror lovers enjoy Dear Mothman, too.

Dear Mothman comes out
March 21, 2022 with Abrams Books.

QUEER MONSTERS
Robin Gow is a trans poet and witch from Kutztown 
Pennsylvania. They are the author of several poetry 
collections, an essay collection, Young Adult and Middle 
Grade novels in verse.

by Robin Gow
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I n 1955, the average American 
worker earned $3,851 a year, 

Disneyland opened in California, and 
Bob Levine took up drag. The rest, as 
they say, is HERstory. Over his six-
decade drag career, Bob, aka Rose 
Levine, has befriended and worked 
with countless show business legends 
including Carol Channing, Tommy Tune, 
and Rosie O’Donnell. On seeing Bob, 
Ethel Merman once remarked: “That’s 
Rose Levine. She does me.” 
     On April 1, 2023, the Allentown Film 
Festival will screen the World Premiere 
of Rose Levine: She Does Me at the 
Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Center. Rose 
will attend the premiere of the short film, 

participate in the post-screening 

Q&A discussion panel, and sing - a bit. 
“Without a piano, there’s only so much 
I can do,” she laments. Rose plans to 
elaborate on how drag has changed 
over the past 68 years. “Everything is 
bigger,” she insists. “Bigger hair. Bigger 
eyelashes. Bigger everything.” Rose 
usually performs in a simple blonde wig 
that she bought for $5 at a flea market. 
Asked about her age, Rose responds, 
“I’m between 40 and death.” 
     Born in the Bronx, Bob moved to 
Manhattan in his twenties and, except 

for a year in Boston, has not lived 
anywhere else.
     “I think I’ve been to Allentown, but 
I can’t remember” admits Bob, whose 
day job was managing Robert J. Levine 
Associates, a prominent buyer of ladies 
clothing for high-end retailers. He 
worked with many of the most important 
fashion icons of the last half century, 
from Geoffrey Beene and Ralph Lauren 
to Calvin Klein and Liz Claiborne. 
     Like Meryl Streep in The Devil 
Wears Prada, Bob provided feedback 

Drag Royalty to Kick Off 2023 Allentown Film Festival
by Michael Schelp

Pictured above (L-R): Mike Schelp; Rose leads the 2019 Invasion of the Pines as Homecoming Queen; 
Bob Levine wearing the raglan sleeve tweed that inspired Perry Ellis' signature coat.

Pictured above (L-R): The short film Rose Levine: She Does Me premieres on April 1, 2023 at Bradbury-
Sullivan; Rose in the 1985 Invasion of the Pines.

Michael Schelp is an Allentown-based film & television producer 
who, when he lived and worked in New York City, developed 

and executive produced television series for ESPN, Spike 
TV, and Discovery Science. He sold Iron Chef to the Food 

Network and managed news-sharing partnerships with ABC 
News, CBS News, and CNN.
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to designers before their collections 
hit the runways. “I’d make suggestions 
like widen the collar, shrink the buttons, 
eliminate the pockets - things like that,” 
he volunteers. “Most of the designers 
were young and unknown when I met 
them. Many became friends.” 
     Once, when he visited the showroom 
of the designer Perry Ellis, who was 
known for taking classic styles and 
adding a fresh, modern twist, Bob wore 
an old raglan sleeve tweed coat that 
he’d picked up in a thrift shop. 
“Perry loved the coat,” says Bob. “I 
lent it to him, and the next thing I know, 
it’s the signature coat in the Perry Ellis 
Men’s Collection!” 
     Perry was not only a friend of Bob’s 
but also a fan of Rose Levine’s, often 
attending her shows on Fire Island. Bob 
still treasures the “Sorry I couldn’t make 
it” card Perry sent with a bouquet of 
roses when he was unable to attend a 
performance in 1982. Four years later, 
Bob attended Perry’s funeral. “He was 
one of the first to die of AIDS. It was so 
sad.” 
     In 1976, Bob participated in a 
seminal moment in gay history when the 
Blue Whale restaurant in the Fire Island 
Pines denied service to Teri Warren, 
a drag queen who resided in nearby 
Cherry Grove, where Bob has owned a 
house since 1965. Like Cherry Grove, 
the Pines is a beach community with a 
large gay population, but in the mid-
1970’s, the Pines was more conservative. 
Many Pines residents were closeted and 
didn’t want to be associated with drag 
queens. Outraged by the treatment that 
Teri received, Bob and a dozen other 
Cherry Grove queens hailed a water taxi, 
sailed to the Pines, and stormed into the 
Blue Whale, whistling and whooping, 
decked out in wigs, frocks, and stilettos. 
     Thankfully, the queens received a 
exuberant welcome, and the next week, 
Bob wrote about the protest in his Fire 
Island News column, describing it as the 
“Invasion of the Pines.” The name stuck. 
     The Invasion of the Pines generated 
media attention, helped raise awareness 
of anti-gay discrimination, and grew into 
what is now a popular annual event. 
CNN writes: “the Invasion of the Pines 
is a fiercely spectacular” annual July 4th 
celebration “in which drag queens and 
spectators come together to declare 
their independence.”
     Rose Levine: She Does Me includes 
footage of Rose’s recent groundbreaking 
performances at the famed Friar’s Club 
in New York City.

“I was the first drag queen to perform 
on the Friar’s Club stage, which once 
welcomed Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin, 
and Joan Rivers,” Bob declares proudly. 
“Oh sure, Jack Benny or Milton 
Berle may have donned a skirt for a 
laugh, but I was the first to do drag as 
an artform.”
     Bob features prominently in Cherry 
Grove Stories, Roseland, and other 
films about gay history. Watch the 
90-second Rose Levine: She Does 
Me trailer at AllentownFilmFestival.
org/rose. Admission to the April 1, 
2023, Allentown Film Festival Bradbury-
Sullivan LGBT Center Screening is free.
     “To date, the Allentown Film 
Festival has received over 270 film 

submissions from filmmakers in the 
Lehigh Valley and around the world,” 
notes Festival Director Alan Younkin. 
“For the inaugural festival in April, we 
are planning at least fourteen screening 
blocks, each of which will be followed 
by a Q&A discussion panel.” In addition 
to the Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Center, 
the Civic Theatre of Allentown’s two 
historic cinemas (the 19th Street Theatre 
and Theatre514), the Allentown Art 
Museum, and other locations in the city 
will host screening events. For show 
times, tickets, and additional details, 
visit AllentownFilmFestival.org.

Live with Pride

Providing legal services to the LGBTQ+ community for more than
35 years. Member of LGBTQ Business Council and Founding
Member of Bradbury-Sullivan LGBTQ Community Center. 

As a gay man, Mark has first-hand knowledge of the challenges
that face the LGBTQ community. He lives in the Lehigh Valley

with his husband and their son. 
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G e n e r a l  L G B T Q +  L e g a l  I s s u e s
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O n December 13, 2022,  
President Joe Biden signed 
the Respect for Marriage 

Act (the “RFMA”), codifying into law 
protections for same-sex couples. 
Although the RFMA does not guarantee 
the right to marriage, it requires states 
to recognize same-sex marriages across 
state lines and provides same-sex 
couples the same federal benefits as 
other married couples.
The RFMA was prompted by the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s overturning of Roe v. 
Wade. In his concurring opinion, Justice 
Clarence Thomas stated that the Court 
should reconsider Obergefell v. Hodges, 
the landmark civil rights case holding 
the Constitution protects same-sex 
marriages. Many LGBTQ individuals in 
the Lehigh Valley and across the nation 
became fearful that their freedoms 
and protections to marriage equality 
would be challenged following Justice 
Clarence Thomas’s comments.
Below, we take a closer look at the 
RFMA and what it means to same-sex 
couples in Pennsylvania.
WHAT THE NEW LAW SAYS
While the RFMA is another step toward 
equality for all, it is not a replacement 
for full marriage equality. For this 
reason, it is essential same-sex couples 
understand the protections provided by 
the RFMA (and those it doesn’t).
The RFMA repeals the 1996 Defense of 
Marriage Act -- which defined marriage 
as a legal union between a man and a 
woman and deprived same-sex couples 
of the federal benefits available to 
other married couples -- and replaces 
DOMA with a policy that affords equal 
treatment and protections to same-sex 
marriages. However, the RFMA does not 
have an immediate effect on how same-
sex marriages are treated under state 
or federal law and does not impact the 
everyday life of LGBTQ people.
The good news? Even if the U.S. 
Supreme Court overturns Obergefell, 
the RFMA would guarantee equal 
treatment for all married couples under 
federal law. Additionally, the RMFA 

prohibits states from discriminating 

against out-of-state marriages based 
on sex, sexual orientation, race, or 
national origin.  Thus, legally married 
couples, regardless of their sex, will 
have the freedom to move to another 
state or travel across the country without 
worrying about those states which 
historically have not recognized same-
sex marriages. 
HOW DOES THE LAW AFFECT LGBTQ 
PEOPLE IN PENNSYLVANIA?
It is important to note that the 
RMFA does not tackle the issue of 
discrimination against couples in their 
home state. For example, Pennsylvania’s 
Defense of Marriage Act, which banned 
same-sex marriage, is still on the books, 
despite a federal judge overturning it in 
2014.
There are no state laws protecting 
LGBTQ rights in the Keystone State. 
According to ACLU Pennsylvania, 
Pennsylvania law does not “specifically 
prohibit discrimination based on sexual 
orientation or gender identity.” Instead, 
the courts or the executive branch, 
which the governor leads, have awarded 
protections for LGBTQ Pennsylvanians.
One area that remains of concern to 
same-sex couples in Pennsylvania 
is adoption. Being married does 
not automatically signify parental or 
custodial rights in same-sex marriages, 
especially when one parent lacks a 
genetic connection to the child.
There is hope that the Pennsylvania 
General Assembly will repeal DOMA 
and take other steps to codify rights for 
LGBTQ families surrounding issues such 
as adoption, discrimination, and hate 
crimes. Until this happens, same-sex 
couples in Pennsylvania can celebrate 
the RMFA as step toward equality but 
should be wary of feeling too secure in 
its protections.
STEPS LGBTQ FAMILIES CAN TAKE 
TO PROTECT THEMSELVES
LGBTQ families that want to protect 
themselves should consider taking legal 
precautions such as:
• Confirming parental rights: Second-
parent or step-parent adoptions can 
help nonbiological or nonadoptive 

parents protect their legal rights to their 
children. This is true even when a child›s 
birth certificate lists the nonbiological or 
nonadoptive parent as a parent. A birth 
certificate is an administrative record – 
not a document that legally determines 
parentage.
• Create or update estate planning 
documents: LGBTQ adults should 
have documents such as a will and 
general durable power of attorney to 
ensure their wishes are respected in 
the case of a health crisis or untimely 
death. Additionally, parents may 
want to designate family or friends 
as guardians and check beneficiary 
designations for retirement accounts, 
life insurance policies, and other assets 
not considered part of an estate.
If you have questions regarding second-
parent or step-parent adoptions, or 
need to prepare or update your estate 
planning documents, contact your 
legal counsel or one of the attorneys at 
KingSpry.

Paige Gross is an attorney with the KingSpry 
Law Firm, focusing her practice in education 
and family law. Paige joined KingSpry as an 
associate in 2021 after interning with the 
law firm during her third year of law school. 
She also serve as a judicial extern with the 
Honorable Mark A. Kearney, United States 
District Court for the Eastern District of 
Pennsylvania. Paige earned her Juris Doctor 
from Villanova University Charles Widger 
School of Law. She graduated cum laude 
from Temple University with a Bachelor of 
Business Administration.

Contact info: 
610-332-0390 | pgross@kingspry.com

What the Respect for Marriage Act Means
for LGBTQ Couples in Pennsylvania by Paige M. Gross, Esq., KingSpry Law
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BradburySullivanCenter.org/HealthSummit
To register, please visit:

P E N N S Y LVA N I A

2 0 2 3
H E A LT H  S U M M I T

1:00 - 2:30 p.m. EST

Virtual: 
March 15
April 12
May 10

Hybrid:
June 21

Findings from the 2022 PA LGBTQ Health Needs Assessment are here!

To best share these findings with our community, Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community 
Center is partnering with the Pennsylvania Public Health Association (PPHA) to present 
Pennsylvania's LGBTQIA Virtual Health Summit. Featuring expert keynote speakers, 
community moderators, and findings from the PA LGBTQ Health Needs Assessment 
this presentation series builds on the momentum builds on the momentum started by 
last year’s virtual Pennsylvania LGBTQIA Health Conference to share critical 
information on the health and wellness needs of LGBTQIA Pennsylvanians. 

Registration is required to view each summit presentation. 
There is no fee to register! All events will be live streamed.

In-person event, 
hosted by Health
Promotion Council



interview by Stephen Libby
photos contributed by Greg Louganis

ICON GREG LOUGANIS
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C onsidered the greatest diver in 
history, Greg Louganis is the only 
male to win gold medals on both 

3 meter springboard and 10 meter platform 
in consecutive Olympic Games. Across the 
globe, billions who watched him compete 
were enthralled by the poetry that was Greg 
Louganis: the beauty and power of his diving 
captured the world. With a total of 5 Olympic 
medals, 5 World Championship titles and 47 
national titles, more than anyone in US history, 
his records remain unbroken. As a trained actor, 
dancer, model and spokesman, Greg’s wide 
range of skills keeps him in demand. As a dog 
agility trainer, Greg continues his tradition of 
excellence taking his canine students to the 
AKC Nationals and even Westminster. In this 
interview Greg talks memories, passions, what 
the hell he’s doing with his life. 

Stephen Libby: Hello, Greg. How are you?
Greg Louganis: I am well. 
SL: Recently you hosted an auction of 
personal items to benefit a children group 
and the LGBT community. 
Greg Louganis: For the auction we were able 
to raise over $600 for the Damien Center 
in Indianapolis. We’re working on breaking 
ground to expand their facility cuz they’re just 
bursting at the seams right now. They provide 
services for the HIV/AIDS community. It’s kind 
of a one-stop shop. They’ve got food banks, 
medical care, health care, dental, everything 
that you need. The other organization, 
Children’s Rights, fights for the rights of children 
who are potentially in the foster care system.
SL: Both sound like worthy causes. How long 
have you been involved with these groups?
GL: I’ve been aware of them through the years 
and I spoke at one of their events last year. I 
support them, their services and their mission 
and the work they do for children’s rights.
SL: What are some of the items you 
auctioned off?
GL: There were proclamations from Greg 
Louganis Day, posters, bathing suits…

SL: People can still donate to these groups 
online. I read your first memoir, Breaking 
the Surface, back when it came out in the 
nineties…Does that sound right?
GL: 1995...
SL: I’m just a couple of years younger than 
you are. I have followed your career since 
you were, since you’ve been Greg Louganis! 
(both laugh). You were a role model for a 
whole generation of gay men. You were 
one of the first voices of our generation to 
be out. Everyone admired your honesty, 
your athleticism...dizzying highs of making 
Olympic history to the trauma of contracting 
HIV. Do you wanna speak to any of that to 
correct any misconceptions or assumptions 
that people might have about your life or 
career?
GL: Well, I get the question all the time now; 
When did you come out? And I say it depends 
on who you talk to. I was out to friends and 
family when I was still competing. It was just 
my policy not to discuss my personal life 
with members of the media. Justification 
being that everybody’s entitled to a private 
life and it’s hard as a public person. What are 
your responsibilities? Actually back then the 
reporters were pretty respectful. I think that 
most people could figure it out. I wasn’t in the 
closet. I mean, I was, but I wasn’t. I didn’t hate 
myself for it…oftentimes an assumption that 
people make. I didn’t have that stress of living 
in the closet. It wasn’t anything I was hiding.
SL: It sounds and reads like there was stress 
in your relationship with Jim Babbit.
GL: He wasn’t in the closet by any means, 
but he was concerned (about being publicly 
out) because of potential sponsors. It was all 
about the money for him. And it was a rather 
toxic relationship. **After the interview has 
ended Greg says, “you asked me about false 
assumptions that people make. And this is one 
that happens all the time regarding the whole 
HIV/AIDS thing. Everybody wants to point their 
finger at Jim. But chances are, it wasn’t Jim. I 
mean, I’m sure that both of us were exposed 
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to the HIV virus before we got together. It was 
before we knew about safe sex and all that 
stuff. I’m sure that we were exposed before, 
because my partner before Jim had died. Larry 
King, when I did that interview, said, ‘how does 
a smart guy like you get HIV’. I was exposed 
before I even knew about safe sex.
SL: In the past year there is a movement of 
conservatives that would like to turn the 
hands of time back to the 1950s. What are 
your thoughts about the LGBTQ rights being 
targeted these days? Legislation like, don’t 
say gay and targeting trans athletes and 
attacks at drag queen story hours for kids.
GL: We’ve been living out and open, so, 
we’re not gonna go back. I mean, that really is 
ridiculous. It’s such a waste of time and energy. 
It’s crazy to me that people would have that 
mindset. 
     The issue of trans participation in sports 
is interesting. The trans community is such a 
tiny populace. I’ve been having long chats 
with people who have transitioned and the 
biggest threat I think people feel is XY females 
competing as women. There’s this whole 
theory that the testosterone going through 
puberty is an unfair advantage. If you look at 
a person holistically…any of the XY female 
trans individuals that I’ve had chats with, once 
they start hormone therapy it suppresses the 
testosterone. Each individual metabolize and 
produce hormones differently. The key element 
is health and wellness; that they have enough 
of the hormones to keep their liver, their 
kidneys, everything working and their heart to 
be healthy.
     I actually had an experience and I didn’t 
know what the heck it was. Six months prior 
to the Olympic Games, I was diagnosed HIV 
positive and then they put me on AZT right 
away. Because we were in a very high volume 
training when I was first getting back in shape, 
breaking everything down, building it up to 
come back stronger. And my experience was, I 
was literally crawling to the bed at night and to 
the bathroom every morning, pouring myself 

the hottest bath that I could stand and soaking 
20 minutes before I could touch my toes and 
walk around.
     It was brutal and I didn’t think about it 
until I was talking to a friend of mine, Kristen 
Worley, who’s, transgender ex-wife, female, 
and she shared her experience of when she 
started hormone therapy. And I was like, oh 
my God, that was my experience, my body 
wasn’t recovering. Looking back at potential 
side effects to HIV and AZT is low testosterone. 
I was probably low on testosterone and I know 
what that felt like. Oh my God, it was painful. 
SL: What are some of your other passions? 
For those who don’t know, what are you 
doing with your life?
GL: What the hell am I doing with my life 
(laughs)? My biggest project over the holidays 
is organizing my house because Johnny and 
I divorced last year. It’s all wonderful. He was 
just here the other day visiting. I’ve done the 
acting thing, I’ve done dance, there’s so many 
mountains that I’ve climbed. 
SL: And you are passionate about dogs.
GL: Yeah. I’ve got a Hungarian Pumi. We are 
in competitions, and he’s got a lot of talent. 
He just turned two. I’ve been working with 
him since he was a baby. My hopes are to 
potentially make world team with him. That’s 
a lot of training. So far we’ve just been doing 
one trial a month. I have some seminars and 
workshops coming up that I’m attending. 
SL: What message would you like to give to 
young aspiring LGBTQ athletes that look up 
to you that want to follow in your footsteps.
GL: So much has changed. There’s so much 
more support. There’s so many out athletes. 
You’ve got Matthew Mitchum, you’ve got Tom 
Daley, the message is pretty clear that you 
really can achieve anything. Whether it’s sports 
or whatever it is you need to do the homework. 
It’s so hard these days with social media, 
Instagram, TikTok, trying to keep up or trying to 
stay relevant. 
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Stephen Libby:  How do you identify? And what 
was it like growing up in your neighborhood with 
that identity? 
Jenifer Prince: I identify as a lesbian. I’m from a 
small town in the countryside of Minas Gerais, a 
state in Brazil that is already a very conservative 
country when it comes to LGBTQ+ rights, so it 
was difficult to say the least. There was no positive 
lesbian or gay representation in media back then 
and I didn’t know any out gays, so it took me a 
really long time to understand my own sexuality 
and learn to be proud of who I am. When I got to 
my teen years, I was lucky enough to meet and be 
part of a group of gay friends in my hometown. 

They definitely made my closeted life much 

easier and that was the beginning of my self-
acceptance process! 
SL: Who/what were your earliest art influences? 
JP: I’ve always loved pop art and old comics style. 
I remember looking up to artists like Keith Haring, 
Andy Warhol and Roy Liechtenstein and many 
different comic artists since I learned about them. 
I have a thing for the Old Hollywood aesthetic 
as well and that began earlier in my life, so 
that’s definitely something I’d add to my earliest 
influences list.
SL: Do you remember what you first drew? 
JP: Absolutely not, haha, though I remember I 
loved drawing cartoon characters when I was a kid.  
SL: What is it about Harley Quinn & Poison Ivy? 

Artist & Illustrator 

JENIFER PRINCE
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JP: That’s a great question! I love them, as you 
can see from my multiple fanarts. I think there’s 
something sweet in the way they support and help 
each other since the beginning of their relationship 
in the comics, when they were just “gal pals”. 
Poison Ivy is the classic ice queen when it comes 
to relationships, so it’s lovely to see her going soft 
for Harley. I’ve always loved them together, so I 
was really happy when they made their relationship 
canon.  
SL: What do you call your retro-super-positive-
lesbian-art? And how did that happen? What has 
the response been? 
JP: I just call it vintage-inspired lesbian and sapphic 
storytelling because that’s what my intention has 
been since the beginning. There’s a gap in old 

romance comics and in history when it comes 
to lesbian stories to the point that we have this 
running joke where we say, “historians will say they 
were very good friends” or “just gals being pals”, 
because that’s what unfortunately happens. Our 
(queer) history has been erased or hidden from us 
and that’s what instinctively inspired me to start 
exploring this retro style in a joyful, wholesome way. 
I’m so tired of lesbian stories ending in tragedy 
or lesbian characters ending up lonely, you know? 
It makes me so glad and so grateful to see queer 
people connecting with that, especially lesbian and 
sapphic women.  
SL: Tell us a little bit about you. Are you in a 
relationship? What is your favorite hobby? What 
is your favorite junk food? What is your favorite 
kind of music to get you inspired? Favorite film? 

Favorite book?  
JP: I do have a girlfriend! We’re together since 2018 
and we often say we’re married because we live 
together for four years now and have three cats, 
that’s pretty much a married couple in the lesbian 
vocabulary. As for my favorite hobby, if reading 
counts then that’s the one! I guess my favorite junk 
food would have to be chocolate of all types. Any 
kind of music can get me inspired, but the ones 
with a narrative are my favorite to listen to when I’m 
looking for inspiration. I also have a playlist called 
“vintage love” with songs from the 50’s that I like 
to listen to when I’m drawing to set the mood. My 
favorite film is “The Handmaiden”, followed by the 
more recent “Everything Everywhere All At Once”. 
I just can’t choose a favorite book because I love so 

many! I’m currently reading Asimov’s “Foundation” 
series, which has been an incredible read. “The 
Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo” is one of my 
favorite reads from the past couple of years - I have 
made many illustrations dedicated to this story.
SL: What are you looking forward to doing this 
spring? 
JP: I have many plans for this spring. I have a 
couple of projects in mind that I want to put into 
practice. I want to extend my work to physical 
forms and work more traditionally in a way. Besides 
that, I’m definitely going to keep creating lesbian 
and sapphic art, which I’m always excited about!

"Our (queer) history has been erased or hidden from us and 
that’s what instinctively inspired me to start exploring this retro 

style in a joyful, wholesome way.
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Matteo Lane
interview by Stephen Libby

photography by Daniel Seung Lee

M atteo Lane discusses growing up a gay pasta aficionado, his 
sold out comedy tour, being a trained opera singer and an 
accomplished artist as well as being named one of Variety’s 

Top 10 Comics to Watch list and sharing the same diet as my dog. 

Stephen Libby: Hi, Mateo. Thank you for agreeing to do the Zoom. I 
appreciate it. Everything good today?
Matteo Lane: Yeah. I went to the gym, had lunch, you know, sort of 
normal.
SL: What’d you have for lunch?
ML: I had chicken, green beans and sweet potatoes.
SL: Nice...Uh, wait a minute, that’s what I fed my puppy this morning,
ML: (laughs) Okay. I’m eating dog food is what you’re saying. Got it.
SL: Yeah, (laughs) And, uh, I just finished watching your Advice 
Special on youtube. So, I’m in a great frame of mind. Thanks for the 
laughs.
ML: Okay, good. (laughs)
SL: One of the reasons we’re talking today is your tour. You’re 
heading to Florida tomorrow...
ML: Yes, I’m going to Orlando.
SL: How many gigs do you have there?
ML: Just four, two on Friday and two on Saturday.
SL: You’re in the Philly area in March?
ML: Yeah, we just added a second show cause we sold out. I think it’s 
at the Miller Theater, but I have to make an announcement tomorrow. 
I don’t know, I just wait for my agent to be like, ‘post this’ cuz my 
schedule’s so insane.
SL: Well you’re hilarious and the audience clearly appreciates what 
you’re doing.
ML: Oh, that’s nice. Yeah. I hope I’m exporting something good.
SL: Yeah, I was laughing my ass off. I thought it was very funny. The 
audience seemed to be totally into it. Your facial expressions, your 
ability to ad lib is amazing.
ML: Thanks.
SL: Let’s talk about your background. Where were you raised?
ML: Arlington Heights, Illinois. It’s a suburb in Cook County of Chicago.
SL: What was it like growing up there as a little gay pasta aficionado?
ML: I think pretty similar to most millennial, like ‘80’s, ‘90’s kids growing 
up, gay. It was just sort of like, you’re effeminate, you’re made fun of, 
you’re sort of living in fear and then you come out and you’re 18 and I 
feel like that’s our generation. I talk to a lot of people my age and we all 
share sort of similar experiences. I think as generations go on now, eight 
year olds have makeup tutorial videos and their parents are supportive. 
It’s a completely different world.
SL: Was your family supportive?
ML: Well, I wasn’t out when I was eight, but yes, I’m very lucky to come 
from a family that supports me.
SL: Your resume is ridiculous. You’re very accomplished. You’re on 
Variety’s Top 10 Comics to Watch list. How exciting is that?!
ML: (laughs) It’s exciting. (laughs)
SL: Are you still touring with other people or are you pretty much on 
your own? I didn’t write names down...
ML: Yeah, I mean, I haven’t toured or opened for anybody in probably 
over a year now. I’m the headliner. I was very fortunate to open for really 
amazing comics who are still good friends of mine. Jo Coy, Chelsea 
Handler, Fortune Feimster, Aziz Ansari. 
SL: Yep. Those are all the names that I didn’t write down, so thank 
you. The training wheels are off and now you’re on your own. Do 
you address current events in your comedy standup? I watched your 
Advice special...
ML: I did the Advice Special because a lot of people had been asking 
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when a special was going to come out. I didn’t 
wanna do just a crowdwork special where you 
say, where are you from? What do you do? I 
wanted to think of something a little different 
and test my skills as a comedian. I did a show 
at the Comedy Cellar, I said to the audience 
beforehand, please ask me any questions. We 
let them know in an email, beforehand, that I 
will be engaging with the audience, which is 
not something I usually do, but I put it out on 
my YouTube page. I need to see if I can do this 
on my own. I did a test run with the Advice 
Special to see how would people react if I put 
like a longer setup online? Would people like 
it? Is that something that’s interesting? For me, 
the most important thing is engagement and 
getting as many people as you can to see your 
art and see what you’re doing and see your 
craft. And it’s hard to find that venue to do that.
     But I have a good amount of YouTube 
subscribers. I’m almost like 530,000 or 
something. I thought I’m gonna see if this 
goes over well with very little promotion. I did 
a few videos and said, watch my special. And 
we got over a million views in three weeks. It 
was a success and it really motivated me to 
think I don’t need the other approval. Its like 
that as queer people, too. A lot of our lives 
we’re constantly feeling like we’re waiting 
on the approval of other people, especially 
straight people. And so I don’t need anyone’s 
approval and I have the confidence behind me 
now to make my own special and put it out on 
YouTube and that’s what I’ll do. And I cut up all 
that material and put it up on Instagram and 
each week I’d release a different clip from that 
hour I recorded. And that’s me in that stupid 
yellow shirt. I don’t know if you’ve ever seen 
me like wearing that dumb yellow shirt...
SL: (laughs)
ML: My Instagram exploded. I worked on a 
whole new hour, I started touring, I built my 
own brand, I built my own audience. It really 
can be a struggle cuz I don’t remember seeing 
gay men do standup comedy on TV when I 
was a kid. It’s still a struggle to get that out 
there, but it’s getting much better and it makes 
me thrilled to see, like Joel Kim Booster did 
a special for Netflix that was incredible and it 
makes me... you know how the Grinch’s heart 
grew three times that day. That’s how I feel 
watching that, because it’s like good finally we 
can have kids or whomever watch someone do 
great standup comedy who’s gay. Julio Torres 
had an amazing special on HBO. Matt Rogers 
just did a Christmas special that was so good. 
I’m really happy to say a lot of my peers are 
getting specials and getting theirs and breaking 
that glass ceiling.
SL: There weren’t a lot of standup comedians 
with specials when you were growing up. So, 
who inspired you?
ML: Ellen was the first when I was like eight or 
nine. It was the first time I listened to standup 
and it clicked. I think she really did resonate 
with kids back then. Like kids really could listen 
to her humor. She had a great way of delivering 
her jokes that was really relatable. I didn’t really 
watch standup for a long time cuz either gays 
were the butt of the joke, no pun intended, or 
it just wasn’t a place for gay people, because 
we were always being made fun of.
     Until I saw Kathy Griffin, she was the first 

person in my life I’d heard, speak positively 
about gay people in standup ever. And then 
I discovered Margaret Cho and I clung to 
Margaret Cho and Kathy Griffin because I 
was blown away. I felt like they were talking 
to us, like they understood, like it made me 
understand why people like standup comedy 
so much because it is a lot about relatability. 
Then when I saw Joan Rivers when I was 22, 
that blew my mind. When I saw Joan I said I 
want to be a stand-up comedian.
SL: Do you address topical issues like Don’t 
Say Gay, attacks at Drag Queen Story Time, 
Trans Athlete bans?
ML: I really focus on my act. Every comedian 
expresses themselves differently and I focus 
a lot on personal things that are happening 
to me. It’s just the practice of doing standup 
comedy night after night after night after night. 
I don’t do standup like once a week. I do it four 
times a night. When you’re doing it four times 
a night and you’re performing for multiple 
different audiences, you start to work through 

the art of joke writing. Some people are very 
good with topical humor, political humor, you 
know, I am not that good at that.
Sometimes it takes up to six months for a 
joke to fully develop. And by the time I fully 
developed a joke about topical stuff, it’s no 
longer relevant. I don’t have that talent. I’m a 
slow learner (laughs) when it comes to jokes. It 
takes me a minute to get that out there.
SL: You have like a bunch of other talents 
too. I read that you painted a mural that the 
Obama’s own. 
ML: It was for the Obama headquarter in 
Chicago for his first run. They reached out 
to me and asked if I wanted to paint a mural 
on their wall of Michelle and Obama. It was 
awesome. I painted the whole thing. I got 
a projector, I spent a week painting it out. I 
was around 22. I’d been working as an artist 
at that point anyways, and I think there must 
have been some gay who knew I could draw in 
Chicago and they were like, I know a guy who 
can do it. And they reached out and after it was 
completed Obama sent me a letter. He thanked 

me and signed it.
SL: Wow! 
ML: I know. It was awesome. I was like, damn of 
all the presidents to get a letter from.
SL: What do you want to share about your 
personal life? Are you in a relationship? 
ML: I’m just single and kind of living my life. If 
it happens, it happens. If it doesn’t, it doesn’t. 
Right now I’m very happy with work and being 
busy. I go to the gym, I do standup comedy 
and I play Fortnite. That is my life. I don’t go 
out, I don’t date. I don’t drink, I don’t do drugs. 
(laughs), I sort of just play Fortnite, get some 
sleep, listen to podcasts and do comedy.
SL: So...no brunch with the boys on Sunday?
ML: No. My crew is also all performers. So Bob, 
the Drag Queen and Monet X Change, and 
we’re all always in airports and airplanes. We 
connect over video games. Our brunch is at 6, 
7 PM. Hey, let’s get on Fortnite and play and 
then we can decompress and hang out with 
each other and, and connect that way.
SL: I know you sang a little in the Advice 
Special including a bit from a Christina 
Aguilera holiday song. Is that a hidden talent 
that you want to pursue at some point? 
ML: No, I was an opera singer. I sang in clubs. I 
was known for that for a minute. It’s no secret. 
I have never shut up about it. (laughs). Yeah. I 
would say most people know me as a singer. 
I used to have a show at Joe’s Pub that ran 
for like six years and I would do it with Henry 
Koperski, who you should write his name down 
because he’s the most incredible artist I’ve ever 
worked with. Sometimes people see my shows 
now and say, you didn’t sing at all. I’m like, well, 
yeah, I’m not Mariah Carey. I don’t know what 
to tell you. (laughs).
SL: So, clearly I did my homework re your 
singing career.  Do you have any aspirations 
to be an actor? Cuz I could see you being in 
a couple of things that we watched this year, 
Fire Island...Bros. 
ML: If it happens, it happens, you know? If I did 
stand up for the rest of my life, great. But of 
course I would love to act. That’d be fun. I did 
a movie, I did a few small parts in two movies 
this year, character parts that were really funny. 
I don’t know when they’re gonna come out, but 
yeah.
SL: Do you want to plug the titles?
ML: I don’t even remember what they’re called.
SL: Okay...
ML: I got like a call the last minute from friends 
on a set who said we need you to come over 
here. I’m like, okay.
SL: So... I can find them on PornHub...
ML: (laughs)
SL: What are the pros and cons of touring 
and doing four shows a night?
ML: The pros are being able to work so hard on 
something every single day and then be able 
to give that to an audience. To be on stage and 
to have people receive and then you to receive 
the laughter. It’s an exchange. That energy, that 
back and forth between an audience is what 
keeps you going. The hard part is airplanes. 
Usually I’m on about four or five airplanes a 
week and multiple hotels. Your sleep schedule 
is ruined and you have no dating life and you 
don’t see friends or family. But I absolutely love 
performing. I’m happy that I took a risk and it 
paid off. 31
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Stephen Libby: What is your professional title and describe what that 
means?
Jesse Turek: My title is Principal / Owner of Turek Interiors. I’m the lead 
interior designer of Turek Interiors and the sole proprietor. 
SL: How old were you when you knew you were interested in interior 
design? What was your parents’ response? 
JT: Looking back at it now, I guess I was interested in interior design before 
I even knew I was, or maybe I didn’t even know that there was such a thing 
as an interior designer. At a very young age of about 8 years old I really 
became interested in fashion and design in general and I thought I was going 
to become a fashion designer. I was always interested in aesthetics and nice 
things of the highest quality. I remember I kept a notebook that contained 
my fashion sketches, but then I would rearrange my parents’ furniture or 
zhoosh up the drapery so that It would drape in various ways and I remember 
realizing that the way one tweaks or adjusts something, whether it be a 
pillow, textile or a grouping of objects that it would make me feel a certain 
way. A mood of sophistication, casual or formal. I discovered the power that 
aesthetics had on people’s moods at a young age. However, finally at the age 
of 25 I went to college for Interior Design after being in the cosmetics industry 
for 6 years. I traveled all around California with Laura Mercier, a makeup artist 
for celebrities.
SL: What are some common mistakes people make in decorating 
themselves?
JT: Oh gosh, yes! There are a lot of mistakes I think people make in design. 
However, I don’t really consider them mistakes, I would call them an 
uneducated choice or an inexperienced decision.
a. Matching furniture sets are a big no-no! You don’t want your interiors to 
look like they came from one showroom. The space should be cohesive but 
not one note. The goal is to layer your interiors and weave in your personality. 
b. Never go cheap on a focus piece or a piece that will get a lot of use, like 
a sofa. Spend the money on quality so that you don’t have to continue to 
replace it in the future, which will end up costing you more money in the end. 
If you’re going for a spendy piece, make sure that it’s timeless or classic so 
that you won’t tire of it, and you can take it with you throughout your moves. 
c. Don’t half ass it or be timid. For example, I dislike colored accent walls. 
There are some occasions where they can be effective but most of the time, 
people are too afraid to go all the way. Paint the entire room that fun color! 
Just go for it! It will pay off, trust me! Paint the room that moody fun color or 
perhaps it’s a soft pink, which makes your skin tone look fab by the way! Hang 
that massive bold piece of artwork on the wall! Paint your walls a super high 
gloss for drama. It’s interior design, not surgery. It should be fun! If it wasn’t 
fun, it wouldn’t be my profession. 
SL: Why should someone hire you?
JT: My clients call me “The design therapist” and I welcome that title. I’m 
extremely interested in the psychological aspects of design and aesthetics. 
I’m interested in really getting to the core of what makes my client happy 
or tick. Afterall, it’s their home I’m designing, not mine. The design should 
be a reflection of their personality. Over the years, I’ve gained the ability 
to hone in on my clients’ style and the ideal functional aspects for each 
specific family. Every one of my designs are different because each of my 
clients are, and I love that because I never get bored. I take great pride in 
my work, and I think that ends up transferring over to my clients. During the 
design process they too begin to feel a sense of pride and accomplishment 
by seeing the transformation and how I was able to take their thoughts and 
ideas and translate them into a home that they deserve. My work is always 
approached with knowing this is a collaboration between designer and client. 
In the end, they feel heard and validated. Yes, there are other reasons. I’m 
very organized, communicative, a listener, a perfectionist and a fighter, blah 
blah. You have to have all of these qualities to be a designer, but what’s most 
important to me is getting to know my client, getting to really know them 
on an emotional level at times. Getting to the core of who they are and what 
they want to achieve, this is where the magic happens. 
SL: What do you like to do when you’re not making the world a 
lovelier place through design?
JT: Still continuing to make the world a lovelier place for myself and 
the people around me! I mean seriously. I’m so into aesthetics and the 
mathematical equation, the golden ratio that it has become the predominant 
force in my life. The equation produces beauty, balance, and harmony. 
Subconsciously this manifests in the things I do; I love creating fashion looks 
for my alter ego Kevin Revel Lucian. This is where my other great love comes 
into play, fashion. I dress up in these gender bender looks and go out and just 
have a great time with my friends. You can also find me on long walks with my 
dog Wynston, taking weekend trips to discover shops, new restaurants and 
vintage finds, staying consistent with my fitness workouts and maintaining 
self-education on pop culture, design, fashion, music, the arts and especially 
the obscure artist or a new obscure invention. I’ve learned that the most 
amazing things are always hiding in the little corners of life and that’s where I 

find my happiness.

turekinteriors.com

Jesse TurekJesse Turek
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J ay Arch and his partner Brad Smith, better known as DJ Brad 
Scott, have been vegans long before any of us knew quinoa 
existed. Their environmentally conscious lifestyle choices are 

clear and admirable priorities. For Jay, it is all about the animals. 
That’s why each and every stride of the ultra-marathon he is 
preparing to run will raise money for an animal rescue. On June 17, 
Jay’s 50-mile attempt – the “Fluffy Fifty” – will begin in the Lehigh 
Valley and end in New Jersey.        
     Fluffy Butt Rescue (FBR) is a non-profit, vegan, micro sanctuary in 
Milford, New Jersey that 22 animals currently call home, sweet home. 
Animals who come to FBR have unique stories, but they all share a 
past which lacked the respect and basic acknowledgement of value 
that each sentient being deserves. 
     Rae Case, founder of FBR, is the animals’ primary caregiver, and 
she’s helped by husband Rhodes, daughter Juniper, and a handful of 
volunteers. Unlike caring for our beloved, domestic cats and dogs, 
the animals here require around-the-clock attention with the added 
challenges of special treatments and medications often needed. 
Watching Rae, with her big, blue eyes and gorgeous heart, lovingly 
pet Cosmo, a pot-bellied pig, you’d think it’s an easy job. Cosmo 
suffers from arthritis from a neglectful life at a petting zoo but once 
he gets moving in the morning his squeals shift from painful to joyful. 
     Rae’s devotion makes FBR possible, and passionate people like 
Jay help to bring awareness to and garner support for a sanctuary 
whose sole (read: soul) purpose is to ease the suffering of animals. 
Animals who are otherwise born into a life of commodification “never 
really get to experience what it’s like to be their actual selves,” Jay 
says. “They’re born with the purpose of winding up on someone’s 
plate, and for a vegan that’s a travesty.” 
     Jay was introduced to veganism by his sister Jennifer, who was 
already committed to a vegan lifestyle and provided useful resources 
for him to get started on this new path. In June of 2023, when Jay 
embarks on the Fluffy Fifty, he will have been vegan for more than 
13 years. “In America veganism is the byproduct of a successful 
civilization,” notes Jay. While he would never expect people in a 
developing nation to deny themselves the resources of nourishment 
and life sustaining supplies rendered by the responsible use of 
animal products, his informed stance is that “we have everything we 
need without ever having to harm an animal.” 
     Christopher McDougall’s book Born To Run has been a valuable 

source of information for Jay. The 
book touches on the history of human 

endurance running necessitated by hunting animals. Though they 
could run much faster, they lacked critical thinking skills to regulate 
factors like pace and hydration. Homosapien critical thinking skills 
and tool development have advanced leaps and bounds since 
then, affording us B12 fortified foods and totally cruelty free meat 
substitutes, staples in our vegan hero’s well-rounded diet. Jay fell 
in love with running during the COVID-19 lockdown period as a 
progression from long walks outside. Finding himself with debilitating 
knee pain he discovered relief by adjusting his stride and foot strike 
thanks to material presented in several books about running and his 
own research. He has been hooked ever since, preferring longer runs 
over shorter training days. As a rule, Jay isn’t afraid of hard things 
and welcomes the various experiences life has to offer. 
     Life is truly a precious gift and Jay reminds us there’s a lot we can 
do with it. “When I got older, I learned to appreciate that I only have 
this one chance at being a human being.” He lives by three rules: 
1 - If you want to try something, absolutely try it. 2 - Make sure it’s 
not going to hurt somebody else 3 - If in doing so, you can leave 
the world a little bit better than the way you found it, you should 
absolutely do it! The Fluffy Fifty checks all of these boxes. 
     Join Jay on Saturday, June 17th as he runs 50 miles to raise 
money and awareness for Fluffy Butt Rescue. Help us reach Jay’s goal 
of raising $10,000; money that can be used to supply the barn with 
much needed electricity for heat and lights, food, veterinary care, 
and so much more. There are a few ways to contribute and engage 
in the fun: Purchase Fluffy Fifty t-shirts and stickers, donate to run a 
portion of the route with Jay, donate to FBR directly via @fluffy_fifty 
through Instagram or by visiting www.fluffybuttrescue.org. Keep your 
eyes peeled for other fun pop-up fundraising endeavors this spring.

Sue Amato is the founder and owner of The 
Valley Om: Yoga and Bodywork. She has been 

helping folx live more comfortably through 
therapeutic massage and yoga since 2008. Born, 
raised, and thriving in the Lehigh Valley, Sue and 
her husband Nat are active in the local athletics 

community; and together with their rescue 
chihuahua, Clementine, support rights for all 

beings.

JAY ARCH'S FLUFFY FIFTYJAY ARCH'S FLUFFY FIFTY by Sue Amato
Photos by Amy Wolff
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R .E.S.P.E.C.T. is an electrifying tribute celebrating the music of 
the legendary Aretha Franklin. This concert experience takes 
audiences on a journey of love, tragedy, courage, and triumph. 

Starring a live band and supreme vocalists, come experience a night 
of music by one of the greatest artists of all time. Performers Jasmine 
Alena Tompkins, Meghan Dawson and Terrell Foster-James share some 
thoughts about the contributions and lasting legacy of the iconic Aretha 
Franklin. 

The Gay Journal: Rolling Stone magazine recently named Aretha 
Franklin the #1 vocalist of all time. Everyone has a different reason to 
love Aretha Franklin. What is your favorite Aretha song and why?
Jasmine: My favorite Aretha song is probably Natural Woman. It’s such a 
raw and vulnerable song and yet confident and sure. All words that I think 
also describe Aretha, and in this song it is easy to see how Aretha could 
be acknowledging both her love for a man and her love for God which 
she made very evident as well, and that is something I can definitely 
relate to.
Meghan: Definitely either Jump to It or Freeway of Love. I feel like Aretha 
is known for her ballads and her powerhouse vocals, but these two songs 
are just so jaunty and full of life. A true stamp on pop. They’re really 
great songs to have on a cleaning playlist if you wanna dance around the 
house!  
Terrell: She is a vocal goddess and I love that Rolling Stone voted her #1. 
To only pick one is so tough, however it certainly would be ‘Rock Steady’. 
The song has a groove to it that always gets me moving my body. I also 
really love the musical instrumentation, specifically the iconic bass line 
which makes the song recognizable right away and then the horns when 
they come in are pure gold. The whole song is truly a vibe with her voice 
soaring over it all with such grace and control. Easily my favorite!
TGJ: In each of your opinions, what is the number 1 reason people 
should come out and see R.E.S.P.E.C.T.?
Jasmine: A fun education of Aretha Franklin. What better way to learn 
about this legend and icon than by being immersed in her music, 
being transported back to her era and learning about her life and 
accomplishments through the narrative parts of the show.
Meghan: There’s truly something for everyone. It’s such an immersive 
and fun show that involves various genres of music. We cover pop, disco, 
gospel, rock n roll, jazz, r&b, and many more. There aren’t many shows 
around that encompass all of that. Aretha was all that and more. 
Terrell: R.E.S.P.E.C.T. is a show that has a message for everyone to be 
valued, heard and seen. I feel like when we hear the name Aretha, we 
get lost in the fact that she’s a powerhouse singer. This show certainly 
shines a light on her music, vocals and legacy, but it also gives a 
stronger meaning to freedom, courage and respect all while allowing us 
creatives to come together and give a healing to the audience through 
compassion, authenticity and realness. This show captures the true 
adversities that many had to overcome in that era and when you see the 
show, it’s breathtaking.
TGJ: Racism, sexism, women’s rights and politics are all over the 
news. What is Aretha’s legacy to today’s young generation?
Jasmine: Aretha is a perfect example of how to be excellent in her craft 
while also standing for what is right and supporting causes she believed 
in. When given the opportunity Aretha was able to use her gift (her 
music) to garner enough funds to be able to finally support the civil rights 
work of Angela Davis. Whatever you have, use it to support the causes 
you believe in. I believe Aretha might have that message for today’s 
generation.
Meghan: Don’t settle for anything less than R.E.S.P.E.C.T. Period. She 
had a tough life….childhood into adulthood. If she left any type of legacy 
it’s that your life is your own; at a certain point you have to make the 
decision to live for yourself. Leave what isn’t serving you. Take a stand for 
what matters. Take art wherever you go. 
Terrell: Aretha’s legacy will carry on for generations to come. Her legacy 
proves what we, as people, can do when we get rid of our victim mindset 
and take matters into our own hands through our own healthy creative 
ways of expression. We see so much of the media producing stories 
about racism, sexism and women’s rights so when you hear about 

Aretha and her legacy you can’t help but notice and have pride 

for how, even when being looked down on, she still managed to keep 
thriving and overcoming everything meant to keep her down through 
her courage and tenacity for justice. The younger generation will benefit 
from her story and will see that they too deserve respect and to be able 
to live the life they see for themselves and not what they feel is handed 
to them. We are creators of our life and her legacy proves just that and 
more!

Show is March 16th at 7pm at the State Theatre in Easton, PA. 
Tickets starts at $39 and are available 24/7 at statetheatre.org 

or by calling 610-252-3132.

THE CAST OF R.E.S.P.E.C.T.
SHARE THEIR THOUGHTS ABOUT THE LEGENDARY ARETHA FRANKLIN

MEGHAN DAWSON (Host 2) is 
thrilled to be stepping into her first 

National Tour! Born and raised in south 
Louisiana, she was surrounded by a 
rich musical culture at a very young 
age. Love for whimsical storytelling 
and musical instruments is credited 
to be what started her performance 

aspirations. Most recently seen 
in Six! The Musical as Tudor queen 

Catherine Parr. She attended Louisiana 
State University under an Opera 
concentration and has used that 

technical training to perform around 
the world. IG: @moxdawson “I owe it 

all to God—and my momma.” 

TERRELL FOSTER-JAMES (Host 3) is 
thrilled to be part of his first national 

tour! Raised in Chelsea, MA and a 
graduate of Berklee College of Music 

on full scholarship, performing and 
music has always been his chosen 

form of expression. Recently on 
stage, credits include playing JR in 

an Off-Broadway production of 
Passion Nation. Regionally, he’s 

played the role of The Wiz in 
The Wiz, Minstrel in Something 

Rotten, Tom Collins in RENT, Mereb in 
Aida, Mister Understudy in The Color 
Purple to name a few. He is extremely 

grateful to be a part of this amazing 
cast and crew to tell the story of Aretha 

Franklin! Enjoy the show and don’t be 
afraid to say hi! Sending you all the 

love and light <3 @terrellfosterjames 
(IG & TikTok).

JASMINE ALENA TOMPKINS (Host 
Understudy). A Detroit native, Jasmine 

grew up singing gospel music in 
church and then classically trained as 

part of the Cass Technical High School 
Harp and Vocal ensemble. While 

majoring in Mechanical Engineering 
at the University of Michigan, Jasmine 

also sang in Jazz combo groups. In 
2020, Jasmine moved to Los Angeles 
to pursue a full-time music and acting 
career acting in leading roles in plays 

FaithNLove, Fort Huachuca and I 
Can Hear Everything, as well as a 

supporting role in the feature film John 
Wynn’s One Hour. Jasmine is thrilled 

to be performing in honor of the 
legendary Aretha Franklin.36
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Mae Martin
interview by Stephen Libby
photo by Joseph Sinclair

C omedian Mae Martin takes a break from 
prepping her upcoming Netflix special to chat 
about starting out in comedy, wanting to be 

Jim Carrey and her advice for others who want to follow 
in her footsteps. 

Stephen Libby: Can you speak to being a non-
binary performer in the comedy space? Share how you 
started out your path as a comedian in Canada?
Mae Martin: Well, I guess I only know my own 
experience, so it’s hard to compare it to anything! I can 
definitely see that over the 20 plus years I’ve been doing 
comedy (I am a hardened walnut) that the comedy 
scene has become more diverse and inclusive, and it’s 
less acceptable to be a bigot on stage or a criminal in 
green rooms, so that’s very positive! I started comedy 
when I was 13 taking improv classes at the Second City 
in Toronto and dropped out of school to do it full time 
a few years later and it’s definitely changed a lot since 
then.
SL: Any advice for non-binary folks who are looking to 
follow your path into entertainment and comedy?
MM: My advice would be the same for a cisgendered 
comedian as a non-binary or trans comedian, and that’s 
just stage time. There’s no shortcut for just hours and 
hours on stage. Meet like-minded people and lift each 
other up and support each other, write together, try not 
to get competitive or jaded. Life’s too short.
SL: As a kid, what did you want to be / do when you grew 
up? 
MM: I wanted to be Jim Carrey, I think. Or the kid in that 
book “My Side of the Mountain”, which we were given 
to read in Grade 5 English class. This kid runs away from 
home and hollows out a nook in a giant redwood tree 
in a forest. He makes a little house there and befriends 
a squirrel and a white weasel. He forages and spends a 
whole year there and is very cozy.
SL: Tell us what we can expect from your Netflix special?
MM: I really hope people like the special. It’s about 
trying to stay sane during the past few years, trying to 
stay positive in all the chaos. Also a lot of stuff about 
puberty. There’s a good joke about a moose and a good 
joke about a snow globe. 
SL: This is your second experience with Netflix, having 
created the series Feel Good. How does making this 
comedy special differ from that experience?
MM: Making the special was a totally different 
experience to Feel Good, which was a narrative series 
that I wrote with my friend Joe Hampson. The special is 
a show that I had been touring for a while, and I was so 
excited when Abbi Jacobson said she would direct it. 
I’ve been a fan for ages, her brain is brilliant and we had 
so much fun.maemartin.net38



Get ready for a wild and wonderful spring at Civic 
Theatre. When you are reading this we will probably 
be in the middle of our run of Sister Act. This musical, 

of course based on the crazy and beloved film with Whoopi 
Goldberg, is guaranteed to be a laugh a minute and 
these girls will rock you out of the house. How can you go 
wrong  with a fabulous and fun retro-pop (circa 1970s) score 
by Alan Menken (the composer behind such hit musicals as 
“Little Shop of Horrors” and “Beauty and the Beast” and 
“Newsies” - more about that later), plus clever, character-
defining lyrics by Glenn Slater, and an hilarious yet touching 
book by Cheri and Bill Steinkellner, and tons of work by 
Douglas Carter Beane who was raised in Reading, a baby gay 
in the late 70’s with me as “Genesius Kid”! He has doctored 
and penned many a Broadway show and had a way with a 
word at 17! On the surface, Sister Act is the story of saving a 
church that is about to be sold to antique dealers. But woven 
into all of the song and dance, we find a heart-felt story about 
a group of women who discover that they are far more than 
what they believed themselves to be. And nuns! How many 
of you out there wanted to be a nun ever since seeing The 
Sound Of Music from the time you were six til you realized 
well… maybe only me!? Directed by Will Morris there will be 
none like it! See what I did there? 
     Anyway… we are happy with our next production, 
speaking of directors, to welcome Gabe Moses to our 
blackbox theater to direct Trouble In Mind. This extraordinary 
groundbreaking play made its Broadway debut last season 
after being shelved in 1955 because the playwright Alice 
Childress refused to make changes the producers wanted, 
to make the text and therefore the audience “more 
comfortable.” Had the play premiered she would have been 
the first Black female playwright to have a play on Broadway. 
There are precious few of us who know her name, hopefully 
history is writing itself a bit now. It is alternately funny and 
heartbreaking as a Broadway actress finally realizes that she 
is not going to lose who she is to play a part that stereotypes 
where she came from and who she is. In researching this play 
I came across this quote which I think sums up the experience 
you can look forward (to especially with this cast crew and 
director)…”Though the play was written in 1955, it pulsates 
with such vitality that it feels like it was written yesterday, 
showing the audience that while some things have changed in 
66 years, others have stayed maddeningly the same.” 
     Following Trouble In Mind I am directing our tribute to 
the late great master Stephen Sondheim, his beautiful and 
haunting “A Little Night Music”. The show’s most famous 
and Sondheim’s most famous song “Send In The Clowns” 
is featured in the score but pardon me while I share a bit 
of trivia. ‘Send in the Clowns’ was a late addition to A Little 
Night Music. The song was famously written in two days 
during rehearsals for the original production, specifically 
composed for the vocal capabilities of Glynis Johns, who 
created the role of Desirée. Sondheim noted: “Glynis had a 
lovely, crystal voice, but sustaining notes was not her thing. 
I wanted to write short phrases, so I wrote a song full of 
questions.” And IT’S A HIT! Those of you who love Sondheim 
will understand that reference. When you really get down to 
it Night Music is a sex comedy with a bittersweet underbelly 
and a gorgeous score. Based on the Igmar Bergman film 
“Smiles Of A Summer Night” it won all the Tonys in 1973 and 
now 50 years later we will all be waiting for the night to smile. 
You will too. 

     It is one of my favorite things (there’s Maria Von Trapp 
again!) about my work here over the last 30 years - bringing 
plays to the Lehigh Valley that maybe otherwise would have 
never been seen. Although we want to please our audiences 
and bring work that we know they will love, like Sister Act 
and our theater school students hitting the stage in April in 
Newsies Jr, it’s plays like Trouble In Mind that remind us of 
who we are and who we 
hope to be. Hope to 
see you at Civic! 

WHAT’S NEW AT CIVIC THEATRE?
by William Sanders, Managing Artistic Director

civictheatre.com
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In 1987, The Paradise Guest House had been 
struck by devastation. The HIV/AIDs pandemic 
had taken the lives of the owners and staff. 

Mostly the entire clientele base was sick, had 
died, or were too scared to go to a place like 
Paradise. Paradise Guest House, opened in 
the late 70’s and was specifically designed for 
gay men to meet and have sex. It was wildly 
successful and seemed to be a whole lot of fun.
     Herbert Koeber, Paradise’s owner, in a last 
bit of heroic effort, listed the property for 
sale. However, only in one publication, The 
Washington Blade. One of only a few resources 
for gay people at this time, and also one of the 
most popular. He had clearly hoped his dream 
would be able to continue and thrive under new 
gay ownership. Sadly, Herbert was very sick by 
this time. He decided to go to Key West, and 

soon after succumbed to the virus. 

     Still 1987, Bill Courville and Bob Jerome were 
having their coffee one morning in their home 
in Washington DC. They came across Herbert’s 
ad for a large guest house in Rehoboth Beach 
for sale. This had been a lifelong dream to own 
an inn, and they had been hearing some good 
things about Rehoboth Beach, and its gay lure. 
They decided to go check it out.
     Since the guest house had been abandoned 
as a result of a disaster, it had been left exactly 
as it had been when in operation. It had 28 
separate rooms, including at least two secret 
sex rooms. One of them was in the basement, 
accessible through a trap door in the floor. 
Even the chests of sex toys located around the 
property remained fully stocked with a large 
variety of pleasures. The thick shag carpet held 
not only the smell of weed, but hundreds of 
clothing tags from the costumes and outfits 

Rehoboth Guest House

Bill & Bob

Trish & Jenn

THE
LAST 

GUEST 
HOUSE

by Tom Kelch
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bought for the shows and 
contests performed on the 
second-floor deck/stage area. 
The third-floor attic was two 
huge rooms entirely covered 
with mattresses and the home 
to massive orgies. Bill and Bob 
hated it at first sight, so of 
course they bought it.
     Bill and Bob were a different 
breed of gay than Herbert and 
me. They were not interested 
in running a bath house or 
sex club, and they were very 
nervous about the dangers 
of the devastating pandemic. 
They imagined most gay men 
would likely also be looking 
for a safer alternative. They 
decided it was important to 
rename the business so that old 
clientele would be immediately 
aware that changes had been 
made. They also didn’t like the 
idea that it was for gay men 
only, after some of their very 
best friends were lesbians. 
The city’s name “Rehoboth” 
was named by the founding 
Methodists and is actually a 
biblical name that basically 
translates to wide open spaces. 
So, for the guys that name 
would be perfect, because 
to them, it meant the inn had 
room for all. The building, 
operating as an inn since 1915, 
now had a new name, and is 
still known today as Rehoboth 
Guest House.
     In the years Bill & Bob 
owned the property from 
1987 - 2013, the building itself 
underwent massive renovations, 
converting it from a 28 room, 
70’s style gay-sex labyrinth, 
into a quaint 18 room Victorian 
style inn. This time with a full 
3rd floor and 10 rooms with 
private bathrooms. Also, gay 
women, transgender, and even 

a few tolerant straight people, 
were welcomed with open 
arms. Their vision of welcoming 
and including all, was very 
unusual for a gay business at 
this time. It was decades ahead 
of its time and the results were 
fabulous.
     When they first opened with 
this new concept in 1987, as a 
donation, Bill and Bob entered 
a free weekend stay into a local 
charity raffle. Well of all people, 
the winner of that free stay was 
a bishop. When he called them 
to redeem his prize, and when 
Bill and Bob realized who he 
was, they knew they were in a 
real dilemma. Then they looked 
at the dates he had requested, 
of course it was the same 
weekend a whole group of very 
eccentric crossdressers had 
booked most of the house. 
     They decided to call 
him and explain that it is a 
business designed to provide 
gay people with a safe and 
comfortable place to stay, and 
that it was likely going to be 
especially over the top during 
his stay. They were hoping to 
convince him not to come, they 
were even prepared to give him 
the cash value of his prize as a 
fair offer. To their total shock, 
he decided he wanted to come 
and stay anyway! They were 
mortified and sure it would be a 
total disaster.
     Well, he did come. He 
stayed the whole weekend and 
had an absolutely fabulous 
time. He hung out with the 
group, Bill and Bob. He even 
went out to dinner, in public 
with the group. He made 
friends with people totally 
opposite of himself. After his 
stay, he wrote Bill and Bob a 
letter, telling them how much 

he had enjoyed his visit, and 
that it was one of the most 
enlightening experiences he 
had ever had in his life, and for 
sure his most favorite vacation 
ever. He became one of their 
most loyal customers and he 
returned every single year after. 
This story repeats itself over 
and over with so many different 
people getting a chance to get 
to know someone different. 
That is what still remains to be, 
what is so special about the 
Rehoboth Guest House. 
     Bill and Bob decided to 
retire and put the business up 
for sale in 2013. Following the 
same tradition Herbert started, 
they only listed it in one place, 
the Washington Blade. They 
were hoping they could pass 
the property on to another gay 
person who would also love 
and appreciate what a truly 
incredible place it actually was. 
     So, the next part of the story 
is what I am looking forward 
to most telling you about. The 
Frank, Garrett, and myself 
years. I have been the property 
manager for the last 10 years 
and boy do I have some really 
great stories to tell you about 
my personal experiences 
running and managing one of 
the most unique properties in 
the whole city. Of course, I will 
tell you about Frank & Garrett, 
but the most interesting and 
important part of the Guest 
House has always been those 
who come and stay with us. 
Stories that will shock you, may 
you cry, and ponder, but most 
often probably find yourself 
belly laughing. Till next time…
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Local Activist Local Activist BRENIGGHORM
Stephen Libby: How do you identify? 
Where did you grow up and describe 
what that was like as a trans person? Your 
family? school? 
Brenig Ghorm: I’m Brenig Ghorm, I go by 
he/him or xe/xem pronouns, and I identify 
as trans masculine. I live my life as a man full 
time. I grew up locally, in Allentown. Unlike 
some trans folks, I didn’t actually know I was 
trans until adulthood, so I didn’t have the 
same struggles as people who transition 
socially or physically during childhood. 
     As a kid, I wasn’t raised in a very girly 
manner - I was the sort of kid who played 
in the dirt, went camping and hiking, and 
played video games. The earliest I can 
remember really noticing gender was in 
elementary school when I realized that the 
boys didn’t want to play with me because 
I was a girl. Puberty was rough for me. I 
didn’t develop like other girls, and I always 
felt like I had to try harder than other girls 
to be feminine. All through my youth, it 
seemed like other people could sense I was 
different - I was bullied a lot for not being 
girly enough. 
     In high school, I started really getting 
into talking to other people on the internet. 
Online, I could “pretend” to be a boy. It 
felt right, but it always felt like I was tricking 
other people. In college, I would sometimes 
pretend to be a boy on campus by dressing 
in men’s clothing. 
     I think I would have known I was trans 
sooner if I had the language for it. Growing 
up, we didn’t talk about trans people, and if 
we did it was in outdated terminology that 
we now consider slurs, or as the butt of jokes 
in movies and television. I didn’t have words 
for trans people - I barely had words for 
gay people that weren’t drenched in shame 
(shame I would later realize should have 
been a sign that I was a boy who liked boys). 
     It wasn’t until a close friend of mine 
began transitioning that I had a frame of 
reference for trans folk, and it would still 
be another year before I realized that those 
words belonged to me as well. 
     Transitioning as an adult comes with its 
challenges too, especially since the narrative 
that a lot of cis folks understand best is the 
idea that all trans people have known they 
were trans since they were young. I was 
questioned a lot about my identity a lot, 
as people couldn’t understand why I didn’t 
realize it sooner. Some people thought I 
was transitioning because I had friends who 
were. I lost the relationship I was in and had 
to move back home. My siblings were always 

supportive, but my parents struggled at 

first. It was hard for them to start calling me 
a different name and pronouns after 23 years 
of life. We just had to be patient with each 
other and eventually it just became normal. 
My parents always loved me and made sure I 
knew that they did, even during the awkward 
stage where they were trying to adjust to the 
new me. 
SL: What needs to change in the US for 
trans people to feel safe? How best can 
allies help? 
BG: Change needs to happen from the 
top down. Our government needs to stop 
actively working to try to suppress our ability 
to participate in society. The fixation on 
things like bathroom laws and sports are just 
ways of essentially making it illegal to be 
trans in public. How can trans people go out 
to work or shopping if they’re not allowed 
to use the restroom like everyone else? How 
can our trans children feel like they belong 
if they can’t play football or tennis with their 
peers? 
     Instead, we need government protections 
for trans folk. The process to change our 
names and gender markers should be 
standardized across the country, all states 

need to outlaw the Gay/Trans Panic Defense 
that allows our murders to claim that they 
went temporarily insane when they learn 
that we’re trans (Pennsylvania is one of 
those states that has not outlawed the panic 
defense). 
     Laws have a huge impact on public 
opinion. If trans people are the boogey-man 
our political parties put forward every time 
there’s a new election, then we will continue 
to be nothing more than a talking point to 
the average person. There’s no room for us 
to be human when we are just pawns for the 
war for control between Republicans and 
Democrats. 

     Our allies can do so much! I feel like 
there’s roles that everyone can fill. For our 
allies who have any kind of affiliation or 
influence in government, they should be 
advocating for us every chance they get. 
Lawmakers should be making sure that 
everything they put forward is inclusive of 
trans people so that we don’t fall through 
loopholes in legal language. Allies in the 
public space like social workers, teachers, 
therapists, and medical professionals should 
make sure they’re educated and up to 
date on the current terminology. Our allies 
who may not feel like they have any power 
don’t realize how important just the little 
conversations with other people really helps 
us. Just to say to a friend who makes a 
transphobic joke that you don’t appreciate it 
and that trans people are worthy of respect 
too can open up the door down the line for 
real acceptance and understanding. Not 
everyone is ready to run into the streets to 
march for us, and that’s okay. Respecting us 
when you speak with us, calling out others 
who disrespect us, and being ready and 
willing to have an educational conversation 
with someone about us makes a world of 
difference. 
SL: What are your personal goals? And 
dreams for all people? 
BG: I think, at this stage of my life, I just want 
to be a good man. I want to find my place 
in the world and leave my mark. As a trans 
person, I worry sometimes that my life will be 
taken from me too soon. I think that makes 
it hard to have concrete goals. But it would 
be enough for me to know that I’m making a 
difference in the lives of the people around 
me. 
     My dream for the world, now and 
after I’m long gone, is that we’ll come to 
understand each other. Or understand that 
we don’t have to understand each other to 
respect and love each other. This problem of 
hatred and intolerance isn’t a trans problem- 
it’s a human issue. I wish for a day where 
everyone learns how to love others just for 
their humanness. It’s important to recognize, 
though, that the opposite of love isn’t hate. 
The opposite of love is fear. We fear what 
we don’t understand and we turn that fear 
into hatred, violence, and intolerance. When 
we learn to love, REALLY love one another, 
there’s no room for fear to grow
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Stephen Libby: Tell us about your new weekly rental 
property in Rehoboth.
Frank Colonnello: The Guest House is rented by the 
room with breakfast included. You can do shorter stays 
at the guest house. Weekend in the summer are 2 
or 3 day minimums. The house at 42 Maryland is a 5 
bedroom whole house rental. In the off season, the 
house can be rented for as little as 2 days but in the 
summer it is 7 day minimums. We allow one dog up 
to 20lbs with the house rental. This is separate from 
the guest house and does not include breakfast but 
does include linens, towels and bath soaps provided 
by Vacasa Property Managers. We recently decided to 
become dog friendly at the guest house just for January, 
February and March and limiting it to only rooms 11, 12 
and 13 on the 1st floor only. This is a trial for 2023 to 
help boost business in the off season. We did send out a 
Facebook post with the whole policy.
Here is the listing on the house for more info...https://
www.vacasa.com/unit/94681

Rehoboth Guest House Has a Sister Property

4124 W Tilghman Street
Allentown, PA 18014

o: 610-395-4500
c: 610-462-4727
rritter@weichert.com
www.BuyAndSellWithRobRitter.com

Realtor® / Assistant Manager

Robert V. Ritter

I take great PRIDE
 in helping EVERYONE

find a place to call HOME

SRS, ABR, CMRS, SFR, Executive’s Club
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Check out more recipes and cooking demos at www.butterheadkitchen.com under the ‘media’
tab & and follow us on Insta & FB @butterhead kitchen & join us for an in-person or online vegan cooking class! We 
also host special events like business meetings, retreats, showers and birthdays. 

LEMON CREAM RASPBERRY TART 
(prep time: 15 minutes [plus cashew soaking time and 2 hours chill time], cook time: 0 minutes, makes: 50 mini 
phyllo cup tarts or 8 mini-graham cracker pie sized tarts)

INGREDIENTS
- 1.5 cups raw unsalted cashews (soaked for 4-6 hours in cold water or soak in boiling water for 20 minutes) tip: 
Indian grocery stores carry inexpensive nuts
- 2 small lemons (you’ll use 3 Tbsp of lemon juice & the lemon zest)
- ½ cup water 
- 2 Tbsp agave 
- ¼  tsp salt 
- for a bite sized tart: Phyllo dough cups (in freezer section..ready to use straight from the pack!) 
for  larger mini-pie sized tart: Keebler Ready Crust Mini Graham Cracker Pie Crust (6 pack) 
fresh or frozen raspberries
optional mint leaf garnish 

DIRECTIONS
1. Strain the cashews and add to a high speed blender (like a Nutribullet) along with 2 tsp lemon zest, 3 Tbsp 

of lemon juice, ½ cup water, 2 Tbsp agave and ¼ tsp salt. If you have different sizes of blender pitchers 
available, the smallest is best. 

2. Blend until smooth.  Scrape the sides and blend a bit more if needed. 
3. Place lemon cream in the refrigerator and chill for at least 2 hours.  In a hurry? Place in the freezer for 45 

minutes. 
4. If using small phyllo tarts, add a heaping teaspoon to each tart, top with a raspberry & lemon zest.  
5. If using mini-graham cracker pie crusts, add 3 Tbsp of lemon cashew filling, top with a few raspberries & 

lemon zest.  Garnish with a small mint leaf if desired. 

©Butterhead Kitchen LLC 2023 www.butterheadkitchen.com Follow us @butterheadkitchen on FB & Insta

A simple, refreshing, beautiful vegan dessert
that’s easy to make and always a crowd pleaser!
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W ith an ambiance that’s a 
comfortable cross between 
rustic refinement and 

industrial chic, downtown Allentown’s 
latest bar and restaurant satisfies a wide 
range of taste preferences. “This is a 
place for everyone,” states Jesse Haik, 
who co-owns the establishment with 
Daniel Gonzalez. “People can have the 
impression that this is just a whiskey 
bar and we don’t even sell things like 
vodka or gin.” While their impressive 
selection of whiskey (and whisky – the 
spelling varies by country of origin) is 
outstanding, the full-service bar features 
a “heightened focus” on their cocktail 
program, with fresh juices prepared daily 
and house-made bitters and syrups. A 
carefully curated and ever-expanding 
wine list and 16 taps that cover traditional 
staples, rotating IPAs and seasonal brews 
highlights the inclusivity of PA Rye Co. 
In spring and summer, look for pilsners, 
lighter ABVs (session beers), sours and 
fruit beers, and ciders.  “Then we have 
some funkier little guys that found their 
way onto our tap list that we can’t get rid 
of – not that we want to; people just love 
them so much – like Kirin Ichiban.” Haik 
also points out that this Japanese beer is 
“delicious and super food-friendly.”
     The name of the business salutes our 
home state as the birthplace of whiskey 
in America. In fact, this distilled spirit 
was the driving factor in the Whiskey 
Rebellion of 1794 – or, more specifically, 
the taxation of rye whiskey produced in 
Western Pennsylvania. A rekindled interest 
in this drink has led to a major up-tick in 
the crafting of Pennsylvania rye by smaller 
distilleries, resulting in national and 
international accolades. For an entry-level 
introduction, Haik suggests ordering a 
straightforward Rye Whiskey Sour, priced 
at a modest $9. But for more playfully 
vibrant flavor, the High Ryes incorporates 
hibiscus, ginger, orange bitters, and lime 
juice for balance. Both libations are core 
selections on the frequently updated 
cocktail list, but customized flights enable 
guests to compare and contrast the 
level of spice and boldness of different 
brands. Other types of whiskey include 
everything from Bourbon and Scotch to 
Irish and Japanese specialties. The list 
that encompasses some 150 varieties – 
including 20 Pennsylvania-made products 
– regularly features sought-after special 
releases. Checking the website and 
Facebook will help devotees from missing 
out on limited-appearance favorites.     
     Executive Chef Eduardo Aburto keeps 

the menu ultra-seasonal and presents 

a solid collection of small plates that pair 
beautifully with drinks (because every 
good bevvy deserves to be partnered with 
a tasty bite, no?). Top-notch handhelds 
and diverse entrees keeps customers 
coming back to try new items. And in 
the near future, a chophouse section will 
be added to the menu and the popular 
seafood selection – featuring fan-fave 
Grilled Octopus with chorizo, olives, 
avocado, and romesco sauce – will 
continue to grow. For folks on the go, 
food is also available for take-out.
     Seating options, along with an 
expansive bar, include tables for the bar 
overflow, a loft that can accommodate 
private parties – from cocktail soirees for 
60 guests to dinners for up to 35 guests –  
and a main dining room at the rear of the 
restaurant. The sidewalk will sport enticing 
tables when the weather is right. 
     Haik and Gonzalez became friends 
while working at different Allentown 
restaurants and are both well versed in 
multiple aspects of the hospitality field. 
Experience they acquired in venues across 
the country continue to take PA Rye Co in 
exciting new directions, with a calendar of 
“lifestyle brand” events such as cocktail 
classes and periodic whiskey tastings 
where a company representative will 
make the events edifying entertainment. 
For those who need further inducement, 
these occasions will include food as well. 
(Or simply stop by for a bargain priced 
cocktail made with the focal brand during 
a very happy hour that day.)
     A welcome new amenity is a bottle 
shop adjacent to the bar (which should be 
open by press time) that offers premium 
wines not available in state stores – great 
for downtown residents and workers, 
plus guests of nearby hotels. Beer is also 
available, along with food to-go. There 
are a few tables inside and more on the 
sidewalk in season. Following later this 
summer, PA Rye Co should have the 
licensing to start distilling spirits. 
     Hours of operation are another huge 
draw: PA Rye Co is open 3 p.m. to 2 a.m. 
Wednesday through Sunday, with food 
served until midnight Friday and Saturday 
and 11 p.m. other days. By the way, 
the 2 a.m. closing is adhered to firmly, 
giving patrons plenty of time to relax 
and savor their time at “Portland by the 
Courthouse.”

Pennsylvania Rye Company
536 Hamilton St., Allentown

paryeco.com 484.929.2729

Lavender Fields
While whiskey plays a starring 
role at this amenable bar, 
changing feature cocktails cater 
to seasonal cravings.

1 1/2 oz. Bombay Gin
1/2 oz. crème de violette
1/2 oz. Torino Bianco (vermouth)
1/2 oz. yellow chartreuse
Lavender sprig

Pour liquid ingredients into a 
mixing glass with ice and stir until 
the glass is cold. 
Strain into a rocks glass 
containing ice (PA Rye Co. uses 
one large cube). 
Garnish with a sprig of lavender.
Enjoy immediately.

Serves 1

PENNSYLVANIA RYE COMPANY
meet your new favorite neighborhood destination

by Lenora Dannelke

46



How Does
PrEP Work to 
Prevent HIV?

PrEP, which stands for pre-expo-
sure prophylaxis, is a once-daily 
medication that is safe and effec-
tive at preventing HIV. While 
PrEP is an excellent choice for 
those at risk of contracting 
human immunodeficiency virus, 
some are skeptical of taking it; 
they may question how PrEP 
works and how effective it is. 

risk of contracting HIV through 
sex (anal and vaginal) by about 
99% when taken daily. That said, 
PrEP reaches maximum protec-
tion for receptive anal sex in 
about seven days, while it takes 
about 21 days of daily use for 
maximum protection during 
receptive vaginal sex.

When an individual takes PrEP 
(as prescribed) and reaches 
maximum protection, this antiviral 
medication will create a barrier 
around the body’s CD4 T cells. 
That way, if HIV were to come in 
contact with the body’s white 
blood cells, the “fence” that PrEP 
creates will help prevent HIV 
from replicating and destroying 
the CD4 T cells.

What Should I Know 
About PrEP?

Before diving into how PrEP 
works within the body, you must 
first know what happens when 
HIV enters the bloodstream. 
When an individual is exposed to 
HIV through sex or injection drug 
use, the virus infects the body’s 
CD4 cells — the white blood cells 
(also known as T cells and leuko-
cytes) that help fight infection and 
support the immune system.

Classified under nucleoside/nu-
cleotide reverse transcriptase 
inhibitors (NRTIs) antiviral medi-
cations, PrEP helps reduce the- 

With Novus you can consult 
securely online with a licensed 
provider or visit any of our five 
locations to get on PrEP. We 
handle all of the paperwork to 
provide you with a hassle-free 
experience. Plus, you can get 
your PrEP delivered right to your 
doorstep. 

What is PrEP?

How to Get PrEP?

How’s it Work?

Let’s Get StartedNovusACS.com



W e love our words, 
don’t we gays? 
We use language 

in many ways - but nothing is 
more effective than when we 
use it for humor. Innuendo, 
wit, and sarcasm are just some 
fabulous examples of how we 
use words that create a self-made 
atmosphere that can invite or 
repel prospective visitors.  
 
I love puns and word play that 
just rolls off the tongue in spitfire 
fashion. I love the sardonic wit, 
some self-deprecating humor 
and occasional cynical rant for 
good measure. I’ve come a long 
way from whoopie cushions and 
pies in the face. Physical humor 
has been replaced with smart 
humor that may need a moment 
to take in and appreciate. And 
it is always worth the dramatic 
pause in the delivery. If you’re my 
target, it’s my way of getting into 
your pants. 

I love Words with Friends, 
Scrabble, and you may not 
know this, but back in 2003, I 
was on Wheel of Fortune. My 
love for words was able to bring 
me home a second-place win. 
Some cunt beat me with a prize 
puzzle that pushed her score over 
mine...but it’s not my style to be 
bitter. But I would have gotten 
the final prize puzzle she missed, 
but again, not my style to dwell 
on it. Did I mention she is a cunt? 
I’m sure many of you are familiar 
with celebrity roasts and the 
no-holds-barred approach to 
burning their guest of honor. It’s 
horrible, and man, I love it. Apart 
from skewering the GoH, they 
also go after one another and 
even themselves. Watch Martha 
Stewart talk about making a 
shank in prison, you’ll thank me 
for it, it’s hysterical. Of course, 
professional comedians are 
brought on board to assist with 
the flow, but it’s great to see non-

comics have at it.  
 
We don’t need to be professional 
comics - and most of us aren’t. 
But we can certainly dish out 
some insults when we need to. 
I’ve included some of my favorite 
barbs that still crack me up to this 
day:  
“Oh please, we’re in Rehoboth, 
I’d be the one raped and killed, 
you’d just be killed” - Jimmy H. 
“I’d love to say it was great to 
see you, but honestly, it was just 
kinda ok” - Gary G. 
“Tell him I’m fucking busy, or vice 
versa”  Dorothy Parker
and one from yours truly 
(A co-worker wearing a garbage 
bag for Halloween) “Look, I’m 
white trash” 
“Yes, we know, but what’s the 
garbage bag for?” - Me
Life and the people in it are 
hysterical. I love being here. If I 
insult you or hurt your feelings, 
it’s my way of flirting. 

Wordplay is My Foreplay
by Brian Wendt
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