FALL 2022

+ the scorching hot
photography of

Amy Schneider
Michael Feinstein
Oscar Wilde
Coming Out Stories
John Fetterman

PAUL
FREEMAN

=SY EVI E

MASTER

PIECE
P
IECE
Treatment (ART) helps me and
others with HIV stay healthy and
undetectable so we can have the
freedom to pursue our passions.

YOUR HIV STATUS DOESN'T DEFINE YOU

Find the right care
provider for you at

Life is full of partners.
Your health deserves one, too.

Lehigh Valley Health Network hospitals
are proud to be recognized as LGBTQ+
Leaders in the Human Rights Campaign’s
2022 Healthcare Equality Index.
LVHN.org/lgbtq | 888-402-LVHN

8

Art and History From a Queer Perspective
by Liz Bradbury

10
11
12
14
24
26
28
29
32
34
36

Hypatia Hopkins by DJ Brad Scott Smith
Courtney Act
Easton Tea Dance Turns 8 with DJ Brad Scott Smith
Coming Out Stories
Rehoboth Guest House Part IV by Tom Kelch
The Errors of Purported Explanations

40
42
44
45

Amy Schneider by Corinne Goodwin
Steven Brinberg is Simply Barbara
Not Your Grandmother's Wedding Registry

46
48
50
50
56
57
58
60

by Jay Arch

Oscar Wilde by Matthew Sturgis
Paul Freeman
John Fetterman
U=U
Michael Feinstein

Domaci

What the Dobbs Decision Means for the
LGBTQ+ Community in Pennsylvania

by Jonathan M. Huerta, Esq., Partner, Kingspry Law Firm
A Commitment to Community . . . by William Sanders
Butterhead Kitchen Fall Recipes by Jason Sizemore

TEAMM8 Underwear by Tom Corliss
Depression Confession by Jon Capobianco
My Story by Joey Laspina
Lehigh Valley LGBT Community Archive

Dixie White by Susan Falciani Maldonado

Stories from LGBTQ+ Activists
in the Lehigh Valley, 1970-2020

by Yasmin Dasilva and Chloe Lecy

Are You There, God? It’s Me, a Non-believer

by Brian Wendt

ON THE COVER:
Photo by Paul Freeman
from the book, Rock Banned
ON THIS PG: Oscar Wilde

VOL. 8 ISSUE 29 FALL 2022

Contributors

Editor’s Note

Welcome to our Fall/Lehigh Valley Pride/Coming Out Issue!
For people of a certain age, no that is not Burt Reynolds on the
VÛiÀ°iÃ>`ivÀ*>ÕÀii>½ÃiÜ« Ì
book, Rock Banned. (Probably not a book that will
be read at Drag Queen Story Time.) Paul also
shared some hot pix from his other new book,
>°9ÕV>w`>« ÌV>}ivÀLÌ 
books in the centerfold.
We are very excited to share Corinne
`Ü½ÃÌiÀÛiÜÜÌ i«>À`ÞtV >«
Stephen Libby
and accidental activist, Amy Schneider. And
Editor-in-Chief
my last minute interview with US Congress
hopeful, John Fetterman. (Get your asses out and
vote in November!)
We are celebrating National Coming Out Day (Oct. 11) with
our third Coming Out Stories feature. Thank you to everyone who
shared their stories! They all expressed the same sentiment; the
hope that their story will help someone else who is struggling. In the
vein of sharing to help others, Jon Capobianco discusses his battle
with depression and Joey LaSpina celebrates his sobriety.
Tom Kelch offers the fourth chapter in the history of The
Rehoboth Guest House. DJ Brad Scott Smith pulls double duty
this issue discussing the 8th anniversary of Easton Tea Dance as
well as interviewing Hypatia Hopkins. While his husband Jay Arch
offers the super-thought provoking essay, The Errors of Purported
Explanations.
     ÃÌÀÞ Ã Ã >Þt â À>`LÕÀÞ½Ã ƂÀÌ E ÃÌÀÞ À > +ÕiiÀ
Perspective (8th Series), Oscar Wilde by Matthew Sturgis and A
Commitment to Community by William Sanders all succeed in
proving that point. Speaking of trashing history with a wrecking ball,
Jonathan Huerta from KingSpry explains what the Dobbs Decision
Means for the LGBTQ+ Community in Pennsylvania.
Jason Sizemore shares Butterhead Kitchen vegan recipes for all
ÞÕv`iÃ° Ì9ÕÀÀ>`Ì iÀ½Ã7i``},i}ÃÌÀÞvviÀÃÌ«Ã
for those planning their nuptials. And for those of you planning to
have sex, please read Benny Vukaj's article, U=U.
Celebrating three musical icons: Michael Feinstein discusses his
new cd and his upcoming show at Zoellner Center for the Arts, a
ÌÀLÕÌi Ì Õ`Þ >À>`½Ã £ääÌ  LÀÌ `>Þ Ü i -ÌiÛi ÀLiÀ} >Ã
>ÀLÀ>-ÌÀiÃ>`Ã>Ì>ÃÌÌÌ i`Û>½ÃnäÌ ° >ÀLÀ>]Ì-ÌiÛi®
We have LV Archives ga(y)lore! Susan Falciani Maldonado honors
the legacy of local activist Dixie Dugan White. Lehigh University
students, Yasmin DeSilva and Chloe Lecy (with an assist from Mary
Foltz) transcribed some of the video conversations with key LGBTQ
players from each decade.
The ever demure Brian Wendt has a few (insightful and hilarious)
thoughts about religion, judgment, Santa and his father (hi dad).
A heartfelt thanks to all of our talented contributors and to
>Ì > i} vÀ Ì>} > v Ì i À>Ü wiÃ >` ÌÕÀ} Ì i
into this beautifully designed feast for the eyes. And to my husband
Gary for editing, to Carley for our website, and to Tim for our Insta
account. And as always my unending gratitude to the business
owners who choose to advertise in our pages.
I wish you all Love, Peace & Understanding.
Be kind to one another.
Stephen T. Libby, Editor-in-Chief
lvgayjournal@gmail.com
Contact us at lvgayjournal@gmail.com, or
or
Gaugler-Libby, LLC
PO Box 421
Stockertown, PA 18083
thegayjournal.net

Tom Kelch lives in Rehoboth Beach, DE with his husband and two dogs.
He is the innkeeper/property manager of the Rehoboth Guest House.
Tom started doing a research project on the property owned by Frank
Colonnello and Garrett Wood, and he discovered an incredible and
«ÀiÛÕÃÞÃÌÃÌÀÞ>LÕÌÌ iÛiÀÞwÀÃÌ«iÞ}>ÞLÕÃiÃÃvÀ}>Þ«i«i
in the city. Tom started writing his story online and to his surprise thousands
v «i«i Ã >` Ài>` >` Ã >Ài` Ì° ƂÃ i v Ã wÀÃÌ «ÕLV>ÌÃ]
he is extremely honored to be writing this series for The Gay Journal.
Liz Bradbury is the Director of the Training Institute of the BradburyL
Sullivan LGBT Community Center and has been an activist since she
S
ÀÀ> >  / VÌÌii  }À>` ÃV   £Ç° - i½Ã ÜÀÌÌi ÛiÀ {ää
published articles on LGBT issues, and is the national award winning
p
author of the lesbian detective novels: The Maggie Gale Mysteries.
a
Corinne Goodwin serves as the Webmaster and social coordinator for
C
LLehigh Valley Transgender Renaissance, a support group for transgender
iindividuals that serves the Lehigh Valley and surrounding counties. After
sserving in executive capacities for Fortune 50 companies she started her own
VVÃÕÌ}wÀÓä£ä°vÞÕÃii iÀÕÌ>`>LÕÌLiÃÕÀiÌÃ>Þ it
When Gary Gaugler, Jr Ã½Ì Ã>Û} Ì i ÜÀ` >Ì Ã vwVi L] i
enjoys writing his book series and playing video games. His passions
include cats, shenanigans, and weekend cocktails (though perhaps
not in that order). He resides in Allentown with his husband, Steve.
Carley Kuehner is a professional entrepreneur who owns a successful
C
national digital marketing agency Cosmick Technologies. Carley graduated
n
at East Stroudsburg University with a degree in Computer Science.
a
 >ÀiÞ½Ã vÀii Ìi ÞÕ V> iÝ«iVÌ Ì Ãii iÀ iÞ} vi  Ì i >i
where she retreats to her secondary tiny home in the Pocono Mountains.
w
Tim Helton is a Dayton, Ohio transplant to the Lehigh Valley who loves
DC Comics, being nosey on social media, candy, and aspires to be in a
throuple with Henry Cavill and Janet Jackson. (Fingers crossed) Make
 ÃÌ>v>ÕÃ JÌ iÌ >` `½Ì vÀ}iÌ Ì vÜ JÛ}>ÞÕÀ>
JJason Sizemore is the owner of Butterhead Kitchen, a vegan cooking
cclass & small batch vegan products business. Check out our ad
iin this issue for more info. He also teaches Mindfulness to kids &
a
adults in the Lehigh Valley, where he lives with his ever supportive
ÕÃL>` 7>] E Ì iÀ ÀiÃVÕi `} Ƃwi]  >> ¼ ÕÌÌiÀ i>`½°
JJonathan Fleming graduated from Muhlenberg College in 2020 with a
degree in Theatre & Communications. He lives in Manhattan, working fullÌi>Ã>`}Ì>>ÀiÌiÀ>`«>ÀÌÌiVvviiVÃÃiÕÀ°JÌyi}

Stephen Jiwanmall is the communications manager at Bradbury-Sullivan
LGBT Community Center. He lives in Allentown with his husband Ian and
their rescue dog Opal. Follow him on Twitter, Instagram, and TikTok at @
stepheng1mall.
Benny Vukaj is the Creative Director for Novus Medical Services. He is an
enthusiast of self-care and wellness. A person of many interests including
your sex life. Empowering you to take control of your sexual health and
enjoy the pleasures you deserve. So go ahead, get naked, and feel good
about it.
Although only 23, Benjamin Delin has been working as a registry consultant
A
vÀi>ÀÞxÞi>ÀÃ i«}VÕ«iÃw`Ì i«iÀviVÌÌiÃÌwÌÌ iÀiÜÞÜi`
lives. When not at work, Benjamin is a Lehigh Valley Native gaining two
Master's degrees at Lehigh University, is a member of the LGBTQ community,
and is working on a thesis to bring light to the barriers of LGBTQ violence
and harassment reporting.

@lvgayjournal

The opinions and views expressed by our contributors are not necessarily
that of The Gay Journal, Gaugler-Libby, LLC or our advertisers.

JJay Arch is a business owner and a visual artist. He makes music videos for
local musicians. He lives with his partner, DJ Brad Scott, and their dog, Lady,
in Easton Pa. Jay is an atheist, vegan, and an advocate for the separation of
church and state. Pronouns are He/Him.

Art and Histor y From a Queer Perspective
Art Show and Classes (Series 8)
at Bradbur y-Sullivan LGBT Community Center
BY LIZ BRADBUR Y

S

top feeling discouraged, yes we are being attacked
LÕÌoÜ >ÌÜÕ`wÀÃÌ-ÕÌ iÀ >V }ÀiÃÃÜi
in history and Lesbian, Barbara Jordon do? Or
Transwoman and U.S. Assistant Secretary of Health, Rachel
Levine? Or Gay Civil Rights activist Bayard Rustin - who planned
°° }½Ã >ÀV   7>Ã }Ì¶ "À >Þ] 6³ ƂiÀV>
Master Artist Keith Haring? Or Bisexual groundbreaking Painter
Frida Kahlo? Or Bisexual First Lady and advocate for Black and
poor Americans, Eleanor Roosevelt?

 ½ÌÜÜ >ÌÌ iÃi`ÃÜÕ``¶ ½ÌiÛiÜ
Ü  Ãi v Ì i >Ài¶ 7i] Ì½Ã vÀi>} Ìi ÞÕ i>Ài`t
Because right now we NEED to shake off some of our anxiety
and stress — or at least draw passion from them! We have to get
back to showing up, stepping in, and acting up for our rights!
How? Well, one way is to rekindle our sparks of determination
LÞ}i>}Ã«À>ÌvÀÕÀLÀ>Ì]LÀ>Ûi]wiÀVi /+
icons and heroes, and progressive activists of the past.
In late fall, there will be an exhibition at the
Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community Center, of the new
«>Ì}Ã Ì >Ì ½Ûi `i  Ì i >ÃÌ Ó Þi>ÀÃ Ì >Ì À>`V>Þ
celebrate these important and dauntless luminaries.
My paintings can be described as part of the Biographic
Expressionist art movement. Biographic Expressionist artists
include representational images and information about
«iiÀ}«À}ÀiÃÃÛiw}ÕÀiÃÌ iV«ÃÌÃÌ iÞVÀi>Ìi]
in order to educate and energize viewers.
I paint representative portraits of our heroes, research
their amazing accomplishments, let that research inspire
my own watercolor and collage expressions of their energy
and work, and then tell their stories in writing as part of my
>ÀÌÜÀ½Ã `iÃ}° / iÀi Ü Li «>Ì}Ã Ã«Ài` LÞ Ì Ãi 
listed above, along with Queer icons: Nina Ortero, Anna Mae
Wong, Jane Addams, Harvey Fierstein, Matilda Gage, Ida B.
Wells, Marsha P. Johnson, George Takei, Anne (Gentleman
Jack) Lister, Josephine Baker, Harriet Tubman, even the Golden
Girls(!) and many more. These folks fought against adversity
and triumphed. They were civil rights activists, entertainers,
Ì>ÀÞ iÀiÃ]>`}ÛiÀiÌvwV>Ã°
vÞÕ`½ÌÜ>LÕÌÌ iÃi«ÀÌ>Ì+ÕiiÀvÃ] "
FEAR! The special reception for my show will probably be
Monday, December 5th at 5:30pm, (but check the BSC website
ÌLiÃÕÀivÌ i`>Ìi®°ƂÌÌ ivÀii®ÀiVi«Ì]½vi>ÌÕÀi>LÀiv
slide-illustrated bio of each icon in the show. There will also be
ultra-great food by my beloved spouse, Trish Sullivan. And the
«>Ì}ÃÜLivÀÃ>i°{ä¯vÌ iÃ>i«ÀViÜLiiwÌÌ i
- °/ iÀiÜLiÀi>Ã>Li«ÀViÃ]ÃÌ½Ã>V >ViÌ`ÞÕÀ
`>ÞÃ ««}Ƃ
LiiwÌÌ iVÕÌÞ°

C O M I N G T H I S FA L L !
all be hybrid classes in person and virtual on Zoom!
Class 2: 19th Century LGBTQA+ Romantic Poetry
The 2nd Art History from a Queer Perspective class in series
8, (which will probably be on Monday, December 12th, from
6-8pm, doors open at 5:30 - but check the website to be
sure) will feature “turn-of-the-century” Queer poets and the
`>}iÀÕÃÞvÀ>Ûi«iÌÀÞÌ iÞÜÀÌiÌÌ iÀ i>ÀÌÃ½`iÃÀi°
½LiÌ>}>LÕÌÌ iÕvÀ}iÌÌ>Li7>Ì7 Ì>]>Ì iÀi
Lee Bates, Oscar Wilde, Angelina Grimke, Emily Dickinson,
Amy Lowell, Gertrude Stein, T.S. Elliot, Edna St. Vincent Millay,
and Sarah Mary Fuller, and others. Note: You might need some
of their love poems someday, when you have to impress or
even win back your love!
Class 3: Turn of the Century American Master Painters
Likely scheduled for January 2nd, 2023. This class will be about
ultra famous American master painters, including portrait
painter John Singer Sargent, whose scandalous erotic sketches
done more than 100 years ago of nude male models, were
vÕ`>ÞÞi>ÀÃ>vÌiÀ Ã`i>Ì Õ`iÀÌ iyÀL>À`Ãv Ã
vÀiÀLi`À°->À}iÌ½Ã«ÀÌj}j Ì i->`ÃÜ Ûi`>
committed relationship with her partner Nan Hudson for over
xä Þi>ÀÃ Ü >Ã Li VÛiÀi`° 7i½ ÛiÜ 7ÃÜ iÀ½Ã
>`/ >Ã >Ã½ÜÀvÀ>+ÕiiÀ«iÀÃ«iVÌÛi°Ƃ`Üi½
consider the lives of portrait painter Cecilia Beaux, and sculptor
Edmonia Lewis in relation to the same-gender loving women
they shared homes and studios with.
Class 4: Peter Pan! (Probable date: January 9th, 2023)
This last class of series 8 will focus on Peter Pan - from his place
in LGBTQ+ history as a Transmasculine icon - to the Queer
women and a few men who portrayed Peter on the stage and
w]ÌVÀi>ÌÀ½Ã°° >ÀÀiƂÃiÝÕ>ÌÞ]Ì*iÌiÀ½Ã>iÃ>i]
the Bisexual Greek god Pan!
Where: Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community Center - 522
W. Maple Street at Bayard Rustin Way.
Classes are free, you don’t have to RSVP - just walk in.
No need to attend all the classes or have a knowledge of
history. And there will be great food with vegan options!
+VoUCRGTHGEVPKIJVQWVYKVJHTKGPFUQTCITGCVƂTUVFCVG
*>Ì}ÃvÀâ À>`LÕÀÞ½Ã*>Ì}- Ü>Ì - 
December, 2022 (Paintings and photos of the paintings
copyright: Liz Bradbury)

1. Astronaut, Sally RIde
2. Stone Wall Activist, Marsha P Johnson
3. U.S. Assistant Secretary of Health, Admiral Rachel Levine
M.D.
4. Suffragette, Rosa May Billinghurst
Class 1: This reception and mini Queer history presentation, 5. Aviator, Amelia Earhart
YKNNDGVJGƂTUVQHO[HQWTYKPVGT#TV*KUVQT[HTQOC3WGGT 6. Hollywood Star, Anna May Wong
Perspective classes at the LGBT Center. All the classes will be 7. Congresswoman, Barbara Jordan
8 vÕÞ>`vÕ°/ iÞ½>iÞÕ>Õ} >`Ì t/ iÃiÜ 8. Civil Rights Activist, Bayard Rustin

9. Gertrude Stein and Alice Toklas - detail from their soon to
LiwÃ i`«>Ì}
10. Composer, Ethel Smyth
11. Painter, Frida Kahlo
12. Soccer Star, Megan Rapinoe
>}iÃvÀâ À>`LÕÀÞ½ÃƂÀÌÃÌÀÞvÀ>+ÕiiÀ*iÀÃ«iVÌÛi
Classes at BSC in December
£Î°*iÌ]Ƃ}i>Àj

14. Poet, Katherine Lee Bates
15. Poet, Walt Whitman
16. Sculptor, Edmonia Lewis
17. Sketch by John Singer Sargent
18. “The Wrestlers” by Thomas Eakins
19. Drawing of Peter Pan creator J. M. Barrie
20. Actress, Maude Adams as Peter Pan
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HYPATIA HOPKINS

I

wÀÃÌ iÌ Hypatia Hopkins at Coven. She just showed up
one evening like a moth attracted to the seedy glow of Black
and Blue and quickly became a familiar face appearing and
`Ã>««i>À}Ì iv}vÌ i`>ViyÀ° Þ«>Ì>Ã>LÃiÝÕ>
transgender woman from Reading, PA and a lifelong devotee to dark
electronic dance music. Though we share a love and appreciation for
the current darkwave aesthetic, when I got to know her, I found that
we arrived at this destination from very different musical backgrounds.
United by our journeys as queer artists in Eastern Pennsylvania, I
was inspired to learn more from her unique perspective. Before
transitioning in 2016, Hypatia navigated the dance music scene as a
straight man in the early 2000s. Now as a fully out transwoman, she
runs Pembroke Records, an independent label releasing underground
house and techno.
$55*QYNQPIJCXG[QWDGGPRTQFWEKPIOWUKE!|9JCVKPURKTGF
[QWVQUVCTVRTQFWEKPI!|
HH: I started playing with cracked versions of Cubase in about 2004.
Production was next logical step from DJing for me. Seeing the magic

by DJ Brad Smith Scott

i>ÃÌ>ÌÌiµÕiiÀ]ÞÕ`½Ì >ÛiÌ iÛLi°
$559JGPFKF[QWUVCTV2GODTQMG4GEQTFU!|#PFYJ[FKF[QW
start it?
HH: Funny enough, Pembroke started as a covid project. I started
getting into experimental music with old ¼” tape machines in early
2020 which challenged me to make music in a much different way.
Coming from a background of classical piano and non-linear editing
 Ƃ7Ã]ÞÜÀyÜÜ>ÃÛiÀÞVÌÀÛi`>`ViÀiLÀ>]i>V iÃÃ
game. Tape destruction forced me to work intuitively and use what I
had, because there was no going back and changing it. I presented
my partner with a self-released album called “Anitya” under the alias
c. 1982 for her birthday on August 16, 2020. The legal protection of a
label and LLC just seemed like a logical prerequisite of a self-release,
and thus Pembroke Records was born.
BSS: What do you hope to accomplish in and outside of your
career?
\Ì  i«}>ÀÌÃÌÃw`Ì iÃiÛiÃ>``iÛi«Ì iÀÌ>iÌÃÃ
the most rewarding part of having a label. Giving people opportunity
and space to express themselves, live their dreams, and do what they

Brad Scott Smith has been a DJ/Event Planner
B
iin the Lehigh Valley for almost 8 years. He
ÀÀiViÌÞ Ü i }  6>iÞ -ÌÞi½Ã iÃÌ *>ÀÌÞ
DJ of 2021. PEACE, LOVE AND DISCO!
D

Ì >Ì>ÀiVÀ`VÕ`VÕÀiÌ i`>ViyÀ>`iiÜ>ÌÌVÀi>Ìi
my own dance music. Being a nerd, I found a musical discipline that
required conceptual knowledge of physics to be very attractive. Even
in the early 2000s, I felt like the traditional rock band was old fashioned
and I wanted to explore a new palette of sound design. Production is
challenging enough and limitless to give anyone a lifetime to explore
and still never get bored.
$55#UCRGTUQPQHVTCPUGZRGTKGPEGJQYFQ[QWƂPFVJGTCXG
scene and culture to be towards trans people?
\ƂÃ>Ã>ÌÜ`vÀÜ iÀi*iÃÞÛ>>]}}ÌÞwÀÃÌ
À>ÛiÌ iÞi>ÀÓäääÜ>ÃÞwÀÃÌiÝ«ÃÕÀiÌÌÀ>Ã>`µÕiiÀ«i«i°
Even way before my own egg cracked, I loved the radical acceptance
of the rave scene. It was a safe haven for everyone to be who they
wanted. I still see this vibe continue even more with the younger
generations today. Electronic dance music is inseparable from the
queer scene. The inceptions of the most lasting movements were in
the gay clubs of Chicago in the mid 80s, the club kids of NYC and the
iÀÌiV vÌ ii>ÀÞäÃ° ÜÕ`Ã>ÞvÞÕÀ«>ÀÌiÃ>Ài½Ì>Ì
10

love has been the best part of my musical journey. Music has been the
« Ã« iÀ½ÃÃÌivÀÃÕV vÞÜÃivÌÀ>ÃvÀ>Ì] «i
to inspire others with it in their journey. Lifting people up with music
is my goal, with or without a label.
$559JGTGECPRGQRNGƂPFDW[[QWTOWUKECPFQPUQEKCNOGFKC!
HH: All releases are on all the major streaming services like Spotify,
Apple Music, etc. You can go the Bandcamp page for DJ quality
downloads. I do production work for self-releasing vocalists like my
trans sister, Giavacious. And, I have many more releases for myself
and other artists coming up on the label.
https://pembrokerecords.bandcamp.com/
https://open.spotify.com/
user/0hpz1n3wyd509abqfeji4hhjg?si=ccbb72bfec4d48b7
https://www.instagram.com/pembrokerecords/
https://www.facebook.com/pembrokerecords
https://www.instagram.com/hypatiasophia93

COURTNEY ACT
C

OURTNE
OURTNEY
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AC is a drag
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advoc
ad
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cultural provocateur. She has appeared on several reality TV
Ã ÜÃ] VÕ`} iÀ LÀi>ÕÌ  ÓääÎ  Ì i wÀÃÌ Ãi>Ã
of Australian Idol; making the Top 3 on RuPaul’s Drag Race Season
6; and taking the UK by storm on Celebrity Big Brother, which
Ã i Ü° 7 i ÕÀÌiÞ Ã½Ì LÕÃÞ Li} }>ÀÕÃ  /6
>` ÃÌ>}i] Ã i½Ã > LÞ vÀ ÀÃL>i V>i` - >i ii°
ƂÃ>}i`iÀyÕ`]µÕiiÀ«iÀÃ] ÕÀÌiÞÕÃiÃ iÀ«ÕLV«Àwi
to educate audiences on issues such as gender identity, sexuality,
marriage equality, anti-racism
and more. As a singer-songwriter
she has released a pop EP and
entertained audiences in her
cabaret shows throughout the
world. She currently splits her
time following Pride parades
and chasing summer between
London, Los Angeles and Sydney.

INTERVIEW BY STEPHEN LIBBY

wh ha
who
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rob
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actts.
s. Tell
Tel
ell us
us why
why
hy drag
dra
rag
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probably
spoke to you as a profession.
Ƃ\ ƂÃ ÞÕ Ü w` ÕÌ  Ì i L] >Þ v Ì Ãi >VÌÃ >Ài
described in detail. So, you might want to wear a set of pearls
whilst reading it so you have something to clutch when it gets
Ì ÀÃµÕj° Ƃ` À>} ÕÃÌ Ã«i Ì i]  Ì  LiV>ÕÃi  Ûi
performance and I love femininity, I love sparkles. It was really the
only place that I found that it was okay for boys to do those things.
 i>]  Ì i Ü`iÀ VÕÌÞ Ì Ü>Ã½Ì >Þ] LÕÌ Ì Ü>Ã >Þ
in the community that I was in.
I just remember seeing drag
queens at the Opera Hotel
in Sydney on stage and just
falling in love with these giant,
glamorous, powerful creatures.
SL: How do you respond when
you are recognized in public?
Ƃ\ 7 i ½ ÀiV}âi`
 «ÕLV] Ì½Ã ÕÃÕ>Þ Ài>Þ
Stephen Libby: Tell us a bit
`i} ÌvÕ° / i «iÀÃ½Ã >Ü>ÞÃ
about growing up gay in your
very pleasant and lovely. I
community.
ÕÃÌ ÌÀÞ Ì i>À Ü >Ì Ì iÞ½Ài
ÕÀÌiÞƂVÌ\7i]Ü iwÀÃÌ
saying and take it on board
realized that I liked guys was
and appreciate the fact that
when I was 18 and I had just
½Ûi Ãi Ü «>VÌi` Ì i
Ûi` Ì -Þ`iÞ° ,iyiVÌ}
in a way that made them want
back, there was lots of examples
to come up and say hello or
of being same sex attracted
>Ã vÀ > Ãiwi° / >Ì½Ã ÛiÞ°
throughout my early years and
SL: What’s your personal
teens, but I just never had the
mantra?
language to describe it. When
Ƃ\ °°°  `½Ì Ài>Þ >Ûi
 wÀÃÌ >ÀÀÛi`  -Þ`iÞ >` 
a personal mantra. I do like
went to the Stonewall Hotel and
Ì i`Ì>Ìi] LÕÌ  `½Ì >Ûi
I saw all of these guys dancing
a mantra. I just focus on the
and having fun and dancing to
sensation of my breath going in
Kylie Minogue, I was just like,
and out of my nostrils. I do like
wow, this all makes sense now.
to write in a gratitude journal. I
But then I had the privilege
used to do it all the time, and I
as well of being a part of the
`½Ì`Ì>ÃÕV ]LÕÌÃÌÌÀÞ
drag community, which was
and do it every so often. And I
such another interesting part
have my gratitude journal in my
of the community because it
bag that I travel with so that I
was so intergenerational. There
V>ÜÀÌi`ÜwÛiÌ }Ãi>V 
were drag queens of all ages,
night that I was grateful for.
 VÃÌÕiÃ] ÜÀ}° 7i½`
SL:
What
does
a
all be sewing or not. My skills
nonprofessional day look like
were long, hot, gluing, getting
for you?
to spend a lot of time with
Ƃ\  Ì  Ì iÞ½Ài >
people like members of the community who one of my favorite professional days. A nonprofessional day is like going out and
people was someone who actually made the wings that I wore on ½ Õ} ÛiÀ  Ì i VÕV  > `>Þ `} Ì } LiV>ÕÃi ½
,Õ*>Õ½Ã À>},>Vi]ƂLLiÞ,>`°Ƃ`ÀiiLiÀƂLLiÃ >À} incapacitated. Or I guess like in Sydney, waking up, having
stories about the Sydney scene in the eighties and nineties and a coffee and making some avocado toast and sitting on my
to the AIDS crisis and just all of like the triumphs and tribulations balcony in the sunshine in my Speedos and then go to the gym,
v Ì i VÕÌÞ Ì >Ì ½` Vi vÀ] LiV>ÕÃi vÌi  > µÕiiÀ maybe go to the Kings Cross markets with some friends and get
VÕÌÞ ÞÕ `½Ì }iÌ Ì >Ì «>ÃÃ} `Ü v v>Þ ÃÌÀÞ° Þ - " >` } vÀ > Ü>°  vÀ > `À° 9i> ° 7 i ÞÕ½Ài
It was such an important way to connect with the fact ÌÀ>Ûi} ÞÕ `½Ì >Ü>ÞÃ }iÌ Ì >Ûi VÃÃÌiÌ vÀi`Ã «Ã°
that it was more than just a bunch of guys. And then in -] ½Ûi Ài>Þ >««ÀiV>Ìi` Ì i >ÃÌ VÕ«i v Þi>ÀÃ v Li} 
a body changing view, dancing to Kylie and making out. Sydney for the most part, and getting to spend time with friends.
SL: Congratulations on Caught in the Act. You look like a girl @courtneyact
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PEACE, LOVE AND DISCO!
EASTON TEA DANCE TURNS 8

A conversation with DJ Brad Scott Smith
Stephen Thomas Libby: How did Easton Tea Dance start?
When? Where? Who were the key players?
Brad Scott Smith: One sunny afternoon in the summer of
2014 four friends sat down at Two Rivers Brewing Compnay
vÀVVÌ>Ã° >À >Û` >] Ã ÕÃL>`]/"½>Ài>`
the guys from Re:Find Jon Michael Clark and Ron Susser were
talking and Earl threw out the idea that Easton needed a gay
dance party, like a tea dance.* The idea grew and Jon talked
to Troy Reynard, one of the owners of Two Rivers Brewing
Co, and he loved the idea. They ran it by Bev Young
because she was the fulltime bartender at Two
Rivers at that time and everyone agreed
that it was a great idea. Bev became the
bartender and the “Tea Dance on the
Balcony” was started on the second
yÀ]Ü V ÃÃÌÕÀ i
today. They had a few teas on
the balcony before they asked
me to DJ. Ron approached
me at Used Grooves Records
and told me about the event
and how they had been using
Pandora but for the party to
grow they needed a dj. So it
began, and later that year it
became the Easton Tea Dance.
*Earl David Ball says, “We got
tired of driving all the way to New
Hope, New York or even Allentown
to dance, often to the disco music of
the 70’s we enjoyed we were young. Living
in Easton I thought it was time for a dance club
right here where we live. I felt Easton was ready.
I remember sharing this idea with Tim, Ron and Jon who
agreed as we were chatting 8 years ago. Jon and Ron took it
HTQOVJGTGKPXQNXKPI$TCFFGƂPKPIKVYQWNFDGCPCHVGTPQQP
‘Tea Dance’, scheduled bi-weekly via Troy, the owner of
Two Rivers who agreed. And I’m thrilled Brad has become a
superstar DJ, as well as a close friend. Brad summarized my
input when we talked on the phone by suggesting I “planted
the seed” but Jon, Ron, Troy and Brad turned my idea into
reality 8 years ago.”
*John Clark adds, “The Tea Dance was a very fortunate
combination of events. As Brad mentioned, an out
and proud gay couple (Tim & Earl), a very receptive
and supportive business partner (Troy & our bartender
extraordinaire, Bev) and a growing gay community who
supported the idea from day one, came together to
create this lasting event. Not to say it wasn’t without some
controversy…. There were some in the community who
QDLGEVGFVQVJGOWUKE CPFOC[DGVJG2TKFGƃCIVJCV
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RTQWFN[ƃGYHTQOVJGDCNEQP[ DWV6TQ[UVQQFJKUITQWPFt
as result, as it began, it remains a Sunday afternoon party for
gay men, women and our friends in the community!”
STL: Why did you think this is something that would be
a success? What are the key ingredients of making it a
success?
--\ >ÃÌ``½Ì >Ûi>ÞµÕiiÀiÛiÌÃ >««i}]LiÃ`iÃ
the bar LaPazza. La Pazza was a friendly hole in the wall bar
but it was not right for everyone. Earl and the founders saw
an opportunity for a gay social dance event and the timing
Ü>ÃÀ} Ì°/ iÀiÜ>ÃÌ }}}-Õ`>Þ½Ã
the ABE, so unless you wanted to drive down to
New Hope or the Poconos you were out of
luck. Since Tea Dances were traditionally
Sunday afternoon events, we knew
that this could be successful here
in Easton. Consistency is key in
the success of the ETD. We
are fortunate to have an ally
with Two Rivers Brewing
Company, because they saw
the importance of hosting this
event regularly too. Our core
group that started the Tea and
Ì >ÌwÀÃÌÃÌ>ÀÌi`V}Ì
the Tea really spread the word
and recruited new people, their
help was invaluable. The Tea
Dance is known for its music, a
unique soundtrack that keeps them
V}L>V>`Ì i`>ViyÀ°
STL: More & more lgbtq events
are happening all the time. Is this an
indication that we do need gay bars?
BSS: I love that all these DIY events are happening
around the valley in straight spaces. its very important for
our allies to open their doors in solidarity to our community
especially right now as so many politicians and bigots are
trying to shut us out. Of course, having a LGBTQIA bar would
be great. Gay owned and operated, for us by us. These
places are a refuge for us all the time, not just when we get
to take over an establishment. Besides, not everyone is into
dance parties so having a bar they can just casually go to and
have a drink with friends or alone is needed and needed here
in the ABE.
STL: I’m going to paraphrase; you have said that you are
not a top 40 DJ. Describe your musical style and why it
resonates with people.
BSS: I believe in two types of music, good and bad. I also
LiiÛiw`}ÕµÕiÌÀ>VÃÌ >Ì>Ài«À`ÕVi`LÞÃ>
ÀiVÀ`>LiÃÜ «Õ«ÕÌVÃÃÌiÌ}`°`½Ì}À>ÛÌ>Ìi
ÌÜ>À`Ã>ÌvÌ iÌ«{äÕÃVLiV>ÕÃiÌ`iÃ½ÌÀiÃ>Ìi
with me and just playing hits diminishes what i do. I crate dig,
Ì >Ì½ÃÌ iÛÞ i]>`ÃiiÕÌV>ÃÃVÃ]`ii«VÕÌÃ]>`
groovy dance music. I am a genre-bending, twisted mash up,

«>ÀÌÞ °iÌV >i}iÞÃiv>`Ì i`>ViyÀÜÌ 
ÞÝ}v`vviÀiÌÃÌÞiÃ>`ÃÕ`Ã°/ ÃÃÜ ÞÃ>Þ½
not a top 40 DJ. I think this resonates with people because it
is different. We have many bars and parties where its hit after
hit, you have the radio and satellite radio to hear those songs,
so when i throw a hit in and then mix it with a classic disco cut
vÜi`LÞ>LÕ«½ ÕÃiÌÀ>VÌ>``Ã`À>>>`iiÀ}Þ
ÌÌ i`>ViyÀ°
STL: You are a super-in-demand DJ and were recently
named Best DJ in the Lehigh Valley by LV Style magazine.
What does that mean to you?
BSS: It means everything to me. I have been hustling so hard
for the past 8 years and it feels really good to be validated.
Also, from my queer perspective and visibility wise, to be
recognized and put on the cover of the magazine is huge.
For me, for our community and for the young queers coming
up in the Lehigh Valley, to be scene and recognized at a time
when we are being used as political theater for the right wing
gives us hope that we are not alone. We have allies and they
will support us.

STL: What else do you hope to accomplish in and outside
of your career?
BSS: I have many goals that I'd like to achieve within the next
few years. First, I would really like to mentor and train new
µÕiiÀ Ã°/ ii } 6>iÞ>VÃµÕiiÀÌ>iÌ>`½`i
to develop a community of DJs here. I would like to start
a DJ management to help them get booked and use my
name, brand and reputation to do that. Second, I really want
to branch out of the Valley, I have planted some very deep
roots here, so now its time to grow. Id love to travel around
the country and outside of the country for gigs. I want to use
my platform to raise awareness for veganism, and political
activism. I was recently elected to the Northampton County
Democratic Committee and my goal is to register as many
young queers as possible. The midterms are going to be
wiÀVi>`Üiii`>Ã>ÞµÕiiÀÛViÃÛÌ}>Ã«ÃÃLi°

www.djbradfscott.com
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COMING OUT STORIES
OF THE LEHIGH VALLEY

Coming Out Day was founded in 1988 by psychologist Richard Eichberg
and gay rights activist Jean O'Leary, to raise awareness of the lesbian,
gay, bisexual, and transgender community. Here, more than twenty people
agreed to share their coming out stories in hope of helping others. If you are
a young person and are in need of a safe and judgement free place to talk,
call TrevorLifeline at 1-866-488-7386. TrevorChat is a free, confidential, and
secure instant messaging service that provides live help to LGBTQ youth.

DAN BUGLIO

Hey everyone- My name is Danny; well full name is: Daniel
Anthony Joseph Buglio. I grew up in Weatherly, a small
town in Carbon County, Pennsylvania. The population was
approximately 2,500 people. I was one of 4 children. I was
raised in a strict Italian Catholic Family- both my parents
were Italian and had very understandable guidelines on
what they wanted their children to be and do.
My high school graduating class had about
everyone. It was
42 students,
students everyone knew everyone
small town USA. For years, I knew I was
“different” as I had more attractions to
guys. I was the popular guy in high
school- Class President or Class Vice
President throughout my 4 years
of high school. I dated many girls
and when we broke up, I dated
another girl, I kept the pattern
going until I graduated from high
school in 1991. It was a struggle,
because I could not accept who I
Ü>Ã° ÕÌw>Þ >`Ì ivÀii`
Ì w}ÕÀi Ì ÕÌ°   7 i  ÌÕÀi`
18, I moved into an apartment
that my Godmother offered for me
to live in. At that time, there was
no apps, social media or craigslist.
At that time in the Weatherly and
Hazleton area, I am not even sure there were
any gay people. I felt alone, not knowing where
to go or what to do. I tried gay bars, I tried areas that gay
«i«iÜÕ` >}ÕÌ°ÌÀi`Ìw`ÞÃiv>ÌÜÜ iÀi
viÌiiiiÝÃÌi`°w>ÞÀiiLiÀi`Ì >ÌÌ iº >À
dresser” that my mother, grandmother and godmother went to
on a weekly basis, was gay. Well, at least I thought he was gay,
iwÌÌ i«ÀwiVÀi>Ìi`Þ`°-]`iV`i`ÌÌ>ÜÌ 
him about the feelings I had, making him promise to never tell
anyone. Finally, that night I came out to the “hair dresser” that
14 has been a family friend since I was born. I felt nervous and

viÌÀiiÛi`°Ü>Ã>LiÌw>Þ}iÌÌ ÃLÕÀ`ivÞV iÃÌ°
Or so I thought. The next morning, my godmother asked if
we can have a talk- I was frightened! I said yes, we talked and
she said I know you are gay; I knew you were gay and Francis
(hair dresser) told me you were. I was in tears. She hugged
me and told me it would be alright. Days, months and years,
passed- things got worse before they got better. I had college.
 >` ÀiViÌÞ }À>`Õ>Ìi` vÀ Ì i «Vi >V>`iÞ°  Þ wÀÃÌ
police job was at 21-years-of-age working for the small town I
}ÀiÜÕ«°Ü>Ã½ÌÕÃÌ>V«°Ü>ÃÌ iº}>ÞV«»°
iº}>ÞV«»°
Yup, that is what I was knows as. Small town
talk is cheap when the story is good! I lost
contact with my parents and my siblings.
I never had a face to face coming out
story with my father as he died before
I could. My mom kind of brushed
me off, I could not face my siblings.
Then in the fall of 1998, life
turned around. The same “hair
dresser”, thought it would be a
good idea for me to go with him
and his boyfriend to Allentown
to a club called the Stonewall. I
refused. I was a small-town country
boy; my idea of fun was hayrides
and 4 wheeling. After a long talk
with my godmother, she insisted I go.
Take the chance to meet new people,
gay people. Guys like me.
Finally, I
said yes. I went. I knew nothing about
Allentown. I remember looking at the skyline
coming into the city from 7th Street. Keep in mind the
skyline then, was the PP&L building, but for this country boy
it was like New York City. I remember waiting outside to get
into the Stonewall Club. I could hear the music, I could feel
the beat and most of all, I saw all the guys! Guys just like me.
door, I was so nervous
nervous, I showed my police
When I got to the door
  ÃÌi>` v Þ `ÀÛiÀ½Ã ViÃi >` À> >ÀÃ®] Ü  Ü>Ã
ÜÀ}Ì i`À]Ã>`¼" >V«t½iiÜÜ>ÃiÀÛÕÃ°
He hugged me and said we are all family here. He was right, it

was the best night of my life. I danced. I met so many people,
most who I am still friends with today. The next morning, I
drove to Allentown by myself, stopped at a gas station, bought
a Morning Call newspaper and searched for any apartment
ad that would let me see the place that day. Within hours, I
Ã}i`ÞwÀÃÌi>ÃivÀ>>«>ÀÌiÌ>Ìth and Liberty Streets.
From October 1998, I have since called Allentown my
home. I found friends, I found family. Most of all I found myself.
À Þi>ÀÃ]  Ü>Ã ÃÌ Ì i º}>Þ V«»] LÕÌ Ì >Ì ``½Ì Ãii Ì
LÌ iÀi>ÞÀi°Ü>ÃÃÌÀ}ÞV>ÀiiÀ>`w>ÞÃÌÀ}
enough to face my family and most of all my mother. Of course,
by now they heard all the rumors, they heard all the gossip
>`Ì iÞw>Þ i>À`ÞÛVi°Ü>Ã>VVi«Ìi`°Ü>ÃÛi`°
I was happy. I have grown so much from a small-town country
V«]ÌLÕÞ}ÞwÀÃÌ i7iÃÌƂiÌÜÓääÈ°Þ
neighbors and friends were Gary (Gaugler) and Steve (Libby),
our neighborhood was a gay mecca! It was home. I have
made amazing friends, a group I will always love and cherish.
 yÕÀÃ i`  Þ >Ü ivÀViiÌ V>ÀiiÀ°  /ÜiÌÞ «ÕÃ
years as a policeman and as a death investigator. I am
happily married to a wonderful man, who is a Registered

ADAM & MEGAN FOX
interviewed by Carol Stevens

My friend and colleague, Adam Fox, recently came out as gay
on social media in a transparent and inspiring post, followed
with an equally heartfelt and honest post, by his wife (and now
best friend and strongest ally) of 24 years, Megan Fox. I was
moved by their openness, courage, determination, and their
>LÌÞÌL>ÀiÌ iÀÃÕÃ° ÕÌÜ >Ìw`ÌLiiÝVi«Ì>
(in a world where messy breakups abound), is how
each one is committed to care, concern, and
desire for the best for themselves and
the other. Megan says, they have had
to break the relationship “down to
the studs and start to rebuild from
scratch” to continue to parent their
three children and reside on the
same property as platonic best
friends. It is hard and good work,
and some might, say sacred work.
How did your relationship
begin?
Megan: We met in a Christian
High School, when we were 15.
Adam: We started out as friends,
dated all through high school and
got married at the ages of 19 and 20.
Megan: Adam was honest about having
sexual desire for men a few years into our
dating relationship. He was convinced that
they were not desires for relationship with men, but
merely for unexplored boyhood experiences. I suspected
that he was bisexual but was able to be convinced that he
ÜÕ`LiÃ>ÌÃwi`ÜÌ i°7i >`>ÛiÀÞ`ii«VÛiÀÃ>Ì
about 6 months into our marriage where Adam revealed that
Ì i`iÃÀiÃ >`½Ìv>`i`°>`i>VÃVÕÃ`iVÃÌÃÌ>Þ
with him and accept my fate that I would likely never feel like
enough for him.
Adam: I grew up in a strictly conservative Christian environment,

Nurse, working on his CRNP, we live in a beautiful home in
South Whitehall Township. We have 3 dogs, 1 cat and just
recently, I became the Lehigh County Coroner, the only gay
ÀÜvwViÀvÀÌ i ÕÌÞvi } ° iÛiÀ>Þi>ÀÃ]
``  iÛiÀ >}i] Ì >Ì Ì Ã Ã> ÌÜ º}>Þ V«» ÜÕ` wÌ
Ì>V>ÀiiÀÌ >ÌÞi>ÀÃ>}]Ü>ÃÌ>}>Þ}ÕÞ½ÃV Vi°/ i
support my husband and I have received is overwhelming,
both personally and professionally.
We are blessed.
Coming out is never an easy story, but I am thrilled that the
acceptance today, the resources today and the support todaywill make it a little bit easier for the next person. And if you
are reading this story, perhaps hiding the magazine from your
family and friends, never give up. Be strong and always keep
the faith. There are groups, organizations and people to help
you tell your coming out story, to help pick you up when you
fall and most of all- to hug you when you need it. Where are
these people I am talking about? Right here, you are reading
his story. I am here for anyone at anytime for when you need it.
ÞÜ ivi>`V>ÀiiÀ >ÛiLii i«}Ì iÀÃ]V>½ÌÃÌ«
now-------XOXO Danny.
and while many from that background rebelled against their
upbringing, I did the opposite. I dove into it headlong, and
tried to be exactly who they wanted me to be. As a result,
I never gave myself permission to pursue any same-sex
experimentation. I spent my teen years desperately hoping
that an opportunity would fall into my lap and I could claim I
was the innocent (well, nearly innocent) victim of circumstances.
ƂÃ > Ìii>}iÀ]  ``½Ì Ài>Þ Ì  v ÞÃiv >Ã >ÞÌ }
other than “straight“ because I believed that being anything
else was a one-way ticket to eternal damnation. Thus began
my career in self deception. I told myself that I had
a healthy and normal curiosity about other
LÞÃ½ L`iÃ] >` Ì >Ì Ü>Ã Ü Þ  >` Ì Ã
potent (daily) desire to get naked with
i°  Ü>Ã½Ì }>Þ]  Ì` ÞÃiv]  Ü>Ã
just sexually curious. In my 30s I
grudgingly accepted the fact that
I was probably bisexual. But that
was as far as I would go, because
 Ü>Ã½Ì Ü} Ì iÌiÀÌ> >Þ
conversations that could pose
a threat to the stability of my
marriage. I adore Meg, and
I loved being her husband. I
``½ÌLiiÛiÌ >Ì>Þ>ÕÌv
potential self actualization would
be worth losing the relationship we
had. After all, things were ALMOST
perfect…right?
What feelings and thoughts kept
emerging through your 19 year marriage?
Adam: I was deeply confused about my sexuality
vÀ ÕÀ iÌÀi >ÀÀ>}i°  Ûi` Li} i}½Ã ÕÃL>`]
and genuinely loved living my life with her by my side. We had
an active sex life, great communication, vulnerability, honesty,
and similar values. What more could I want? But there was
another side. There was this continuous drumbeat in my spirit,
drawing me away.
Megan: I felt undesirable, inadequate, and I struggled with
my femininity. I worked hard to be enough for Adam in the 15

areas that I could be. I was a supportive, encouraging, and
loving wife. Our sex life was complicated. It lacked passion. He
``½Ì`i} ÌÞL`Þ>`ÌÞ«V>ÞV iVi`ÕÌiÌ>Þ
to survive intimate moments. I lost touch with my own body
>Ã > ÀiÃÕÌ° 7i >` ÃiÝ vÀiµÕiÌÞ] LÕÌ Ì ``½Ì «ÀÛ`i Ì i
connection I crave. I felt a constant lacking between us.
How did you have such a good life together with this big
question mark overshadowing your lives?
Adam: We were always a team. Our marriage worked as long
as it did because we are truly soulmates. We regularly made
our relationship a top priority.
Megan: We enjoyed a deep, emotional connection. We were
partners in everything, communicated effectively about every
aspect of our lives. We shared dreams, most of our values.
This past Fall you decided to end your marriage. What
precipitated that decision?
Megan: I never believed that it was a sin to be gay, however,
Adam did and it caused him to feel deep shame about his
desires to engage sexually with men. We discussed it openly
once or twice a year for all 18 years of our marriage, as “his
deep dark secret.” The conversations were gut-wrenching for
LÌ  v ÕÃ° 7 i >ÌÌ iÜ *>Õ /ÕÀiÀ Q> ÀÃÌ> V `Ài½Ã
author] came out publicly on social media it was a turning point
for us.
Adam: Over the years, our beliefs about homosexuality have
shifted. Christian author Matthew Paul Turner had recently
come out, with a story that sounded shockingly similar to mine.
We were both rattled. In March 2021 we were having one of
our regular conversations on this topic, but the outcome was
different. Meg looked at me and told me that she was tired of
me being trapped in a place of guilt, shame, and fear over this
issue. She wanted me to explore this side of myself further.
She could tell I had been subtly pining for her permission. She
said to me “if this means the end of our marriage, then I would
rather that our marriage end now than in 20 years.” This began
> ÃÌÀiÌV  v ÃiÛiÀ> Ì Ã v iÝ«À>Ì]  Ü V   w>Þ
realized that I was gay.
Megan: In March of 2021 I confronted him: “I feel like you
want to ask me if you can explore these desires”; “Yes,” he
confessed. The confession genuinely shocked him. Part of
Ƃ`>½Ã Õ`iÀÞ} Ã >i >` >LÌÞ Ì Ài«ÀiÃÃ Ã ÃiÝÕ>ÌÞ
was a general disconnection with his own self, his own
emotions. I had to help him discover his own heart. His honesty
with himself kicked off the worst, most painful season of our
marriage. We wrestled with what this revelation would mean
for our marriage and family.
We sought a counselor for Adam and a marriage counselor
for us. We were given a series of bad advice. We were told that
Ƃ`>Ü>Ã½Ì}>Þ>`Ì >Ìii`i`ÌLiÀiVvÀÌ>Li
sexually. It broke me, because in my heart, I knew the truth.
ÕÌƂ`>Ü>Ã½ÌÀi>`ÞÌ>VVi«ÌÌ°i`iV`i`Ì>VVi«Ì Ã
bisexuality; that would be enough for him.
That lasted until October. We opened the conversations
again i told him what my heart was telling me: “I believe you
>Ài }>ÞiÀ Ì > ÞÕ Ì ] LÕÌ ÞÕ ÕÃÌ Ûi i°½ i >}Àii`]
again, shocked at his own admission. In that moment I felt a
Õ}iÜ>ÛivÀiiv°Ü>Ã½ÌVÀ>âÞ° >`LiiÀ} Ì>>}°
Adam spent the next month trying to convince me that we
could stay together. It was awful. But by the end of the month
we agreed that our marriage needed to end.
Adam never lied to me or cheated. His repression was
Ã`ii«Ì >Ì i}iÕiÞ``½ÌÜ iÜ>Ã}>ÞÕÌ
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literally Ã>`Ì º9Õ½Ài}>Þ°»
*QYJCUEQOKPIQWVQRGPGFWR[QWTNKHG!|
Adam: Accepting the fact that I am gay has opened up my life in
so many ways. In my old life, I policed myself, my behavior, and
my thoughts so closely in order to attempt to be what I others
iÝ«iVÌi`vi°ÀÌ iwÀÃÌÌiÞvi]>}Û}ÞÃiv
permission to ask myself what I want, and arrive at an honest
>ÃÜiÀ] À>Ì iÀ Ì > Ì i >ÃÜiÀ Ì >Ì wÌÃ ÃÌ VÛiiÌÞ
ÜÌ  Ì iÀ½Ã iÝ«iVÌ>ÌÃ v i°  Ü>Ã «À}À>i` Ì vÕw
Ì iÀ½ÃiÝ«iVÌ>ÌÃ°ƂÃ}ÞÃivÜ >ÌÜ>Ìi`Ü>Ã½ÌiÛi
a thought. It actually causes me to feel a lot of shame when I
Ì >LÕÌÌ Ã°ÜÃÌ«ÃÃLiÌ >Ì½i>ÀÞ{äÞi>ÀÃ`
>` ½ ÕÃÌ "7 >Ã} ÞÃiv Ü >Ì  Ü>Ì¶ Ì½Ã iÛi Ài
iL>ÀÀ>ÃÃ}Ì>`ÌÌ >Ì`½ÌÀi>ÞÜÜ >ÌÜ>Ì° ÕÌ
½i>À}>`}ÀÜ}iÛiÀÞ`>Þ°LiiÛi½i`Õ«Ü iÀi
I need to be. As terrifying and sad as this journey has been at
ÌiÃ]>ÃLiiÛiÌ½ÃÌ iÃÌ«ÀÌ>ÌÕÀiÞ >ÛiiÛiÀ
taken.
What role did your faith play in this journey?
Megan: Even with all that we did, nothing could change Adam.
This proves that God needs gay people—because there is no
way to change a person from gay to straight.
Adam: My faith was a huge barrier to me being honest with
myself. In the world that I grew up in, homosexuals were viewed
in the lowest possible regard. There was simply no way that
a person could be both gay AND a person of character. This
caused me to invest a lot of energy in suppressing, redirecting,
and relabeling my desires. Looking back on my childhood and
teen years, it seems quite obvious that I was gay. But when
iÛiÀÞÌ }ÞÕÀviÃÌi}ÞÕÌ >ÌÞÕ Ƃ ½/Li}>Þ]Ì
gives you a real incentive to be blissfully unaware.
I am still an ardent lover of Jesus, but I have serious issues
with his fan club. I hesitate to call myself a Christian because
these days it seems to have more to do with trusting in Donald
Trump than in Jesus Christ. But through this journey, I am
VÌÕÕÃÞ`À>ÜÌiÃÕÃ¼ÃiÃÃ>}ivÕV`Ì>Ûi]
and the example of His life. As much as I have been tempted
ÌÌ ÀÜÕÌÌ iL>LÞÜÌ Ì iL>Ì Ü>ÌiÀ]w`iÃÕÃÃ«Þ
irresistible.
5GNHUCETKƂEGCPFUWHHGTKPICTGCEQOOQPN[OKUWPFGTUVQQF
EQPEGRVU KP TGNKIKQWU WPFGTUVCPFKPI /CP[|  DGNKGXG VJCV
a person is to give up something important to them
VQ DGEQOG C DGVVGT RGTUQPt VQ PQV DG UGNƂUJ $WV VJCV
doesn’t make sense in this case, does it?
Adam: You are not “saving” anybody [from eternal damnation]
by staying in the closet.
i}>\ i} ÌÀÕi Ì ÞÕÀÃiv Ã iÛiÀ ÃiwÃ °  Ü iÛiÀ
>}>>ÃÃV>ÌiÜÌ >VÕÌÞvv>Ì Ì >ÌÃÌ>vwÀ}°
Homophobic churches have caused irreparable harm to so
many people. It makes me furious. I have always loved Adam
for who he is and I will continue to defend him and others that
have been forced to hide in shame because those that claim to
love them cannot accept them.
*QYCTG[QWDQVJFQKPI!|
Adam: Since we ended our marriage in November, there has
been a lot of grieving. We always thought we would grow
old together. Our marriage had a serious pitfall, but we were
Ã>VVÕÃÌi`ÌÜÀ}>ÀÕ`Ì]Ì >Ì``½ÌiÛiÃiiÌ
>ÞÀi°Ài>Þ``½ÌÃiiÌ ÃV}°Ài>ÞLiiÛi`Ì >Ì>Ã
long as I could keep my sexuality under wraps, that everything
would be wonderful and I would be the only one to suffer. But
I was blind to the fact that Meg was living in a continuous state

v>ÝiÌÞ>`>`iµÕ>VÞLiV>ÕÃivÌ Ã°7 iw>ÞÜi
up to that fact, the only logical course of action was to set us
both free.
But at the same time, after suppressing and hiding my
full identity not only from the world, but from myself, it feels
ÕLiiÛ>LÞLiÀ>Ì}Ìw>Þw>Þ Ƃ9Li iÃÌÜÌ 
myself. It feels like I have started my life all over again. Some
days it is exhilarating, other days it is terrifying.
Megan\"ÕÀÀi>ÌÃ «ÜÃ>}}ÕÀiÞ°Ì½ÃÀi
painful for me than Adam to spend time in the same space.
I can last about two hours. It is hard to “play family.” We
continue to meet with counselors separately and together to
help us navigate this. I no longer associate with friends that
>Ài½Ì>vwÀ}°Þv>Þ >Ã>Ü>ÞÃLii>vwÀ}>`ÃÌ
vƂ`>½Ãi`>Ìiv>ÞÃ°Ãv>Ì iÀ>`iÝÌi`i`v>Þ
do not accept his true self. That has been hard.
Adam: My dad and his side of the family are making an effort
ÌVÕV>ÌiÌiÌ >ÌÌ iÞÃÌÛii]iÛivÌ iÞ`½Ì
>}Àii ÜÌ  Þ V ViÃ° Ƃ` Ì >Ì½Ã wi ÜÌ  i°  `½Ì ii`
them to co-sign anything. I just need them to respect that I am
making my own choices.
i}>\vii>VÀi`LiÃiÃivvÀii`°V>w>ÞLi
myself. I no longer need to cover for Adam or be a dutiful
Christian wife. Previously, I had worried that he would be found
out and that our marriage would be discovered as a fraud. I
thought that we had largely achieved a perfect marriage. It was
>À`Ì}ÛiÌ >ÌÕ«]LÕÌ`½ÌÜ>ÌÌÛiÌ«ÀiÃÃ>Þi
iÃi°`½Ì >ÛiÌ«ÀiÌi`>ÞÀi°"ÕÀ>ÀÀ>}iÜ>ÃÌÀÕÞ

TOM KELCH
SURPRISE! YOU’RE OUT!
It all started with a Polaroid picture and AOL m4m chat. In
1996, I was 15 years old. We had just one computer in
the house, and I was on an impossible mission.
You see, I was the second to last of seven
kids in a strict Roman Catholic family.
The only computer had internet access
through our only telephone line. To
have alone time with the computer
was incredibly rare, and this for me
was a sacred opportunity.
By the time I was 15, I was
very much aware that I was gay.
However, in 1996, the HIV/AIDs
pandemic was still devastating
the gay community, and public
fear was fueling hatred towards
gay men. My mom took her faith
extremely seriously and I sometimes
Ì  v Ã i >`½Ì >ÀÀi` Þ `>`]
she would have been a nun. My dad
was a military man, in fact a commander
in the Navy. He was a Seabee and had been
through Vietnam. My four brothers were all
total opposites of me. They played and loved sports,
w} Ì}]Ü>À}>iÃ]iÛii`Ì iÌ>ÀÞ°ÞVÃiÃÌÃÃÌiÀ
Ü>Ã ÕV  i Ì i] >`  `iwÌiÞ viÌ ÛiÀÞ >i  Þ
family. My mother especially had resentment towards gay men

>ÃÕVViÃÃ>`Üi½Ài«ÀÕ`vÌ°Ì½ÃÌiÌÛiÌÌ iiÝÌ
chapter where we can each fully be who we are.
We are both dating others. It is incredibly illuminating and
supportive of our decision to dissolve our marriage. I meet with
an international support group of people that have experienced
the same kind of grief that I have. There are literally tens of
thousands of us. They have been instrumental in this journey
>`VÕ`½Ì >Ûi>`iÌ ÀÕ} ÜÌ ÕÌÌ i°
What advice do you give to couples experiencing this kind
of struggle?
Megan: Preserve the relationship, not the marriage. There are
couples in the media recently that are trying to stay together
in mixed orientation marriage. In my experience this lead to
heartache. If your life partner is your sexual partner, matching
ÞÕÀÀiÌ>ÌV>>Û` ÕÀÌ}i>V Ì iÀ° ½Ì`À>}ÌÕÌ°
End the union before things get ugly.
Adam: Be painfully, shockingly, embarrassingly honest. The
biggest reason that Meg does not harbor anger and resentment
toward me is that I have always been honest with her. Even
though this is not where we expected our path to go, she
knows that I did not knowingly deceive her. Because we still
have that strong bond of trust, that has allowed us to keep the
foundation of our love, even though the house is being torn
down and rebuilt into something new.
What is next on the horizon?
Adam: One Big Republican Nightmare.
All: (Uproarious laughter)
Adam: “Fox Family 2.0”
because one had married her sister. When it was discovered,
>««>ÀiÌÞÌ``½Ì}ÛiÀÛiÀÞÜi°
Growing up I heard lots of really bad stuff about gay men.
Often, jokes were told and the whole family would laugh. I
would laugh also out of fear of being found out. Then I would
viiÃVÌÞÃÌ>V ° ÛiÞwÀÃÌL>ÌÌ i}ÀViÀÞÃÌÀi]
 Þ wÀÃÌ `>Þ] >Ì iÀ ÜÀiÀ «ÌÃ ÕÌ Ì i }ÕÞ i
suspects is gay and tells me:
“Gays should be hit by cars. They
even like to sleep with dogs. They disgust
me.”
I have never forgotten that
moment.
So, here I was sitting at the
family computer about to do
something risky and terrifying.
When I found the local m4m chat,
I wasted no time and went with
Ì i ÛiÀÞ wÀÃÌ > Ì Ì> Ì i°
i>Ãi`vÀ>«VÌÕÀi°7i``½Ì
Ü > ÃV>iÀ] >` Üi `iwÌiÞ
``½Ì >Ûi >ÞÌ } i > `}Ì>
camera, or a camera phone back
then. This was a real challenge for
me. So, I took the Polaroid camera we
had, snapped a picture of my dick, put
it in an envelope and mailed it off to the
address he asked me to. Two weeks later, I had
my opportunity again to go on the computer. He
was there again and started talking to me right away. I agreed
to sneak out and meet him on the corner of my street at 1 am
that night, which I did.
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To my total surprise, when I climbed into the car and took a
look at him, I actually knew him. He was the much older brother
vÞL}LÀÌ iÀ½ÃÛiÀÞLiÃÌvÀi`°Ì>VÌÕ>ÞÜ>Ã>Àiiv>`
I felt safe. We went back to his place, and he introduced me to
my gay side in every way imaginable. I knew it was bad that he
was so much older, but I needed the experience. Well, I went
back again and again for three years.
When I had just turned 18, I drove over to his place instead
of the work shift I had lied about. I walked into his place like I
always had before. All of a sudden, I am surrounded by police
vwViÀÃ ÃVÀi>} >Ì i Ì }iÌ  Ì i }ÀÕ`° ƂvÌiÀ  >
restrained, the detective pulls out my ID and says:
“Uncuff him, this is our victim.”
I had no idea what was happening, and I was really scared
ÞviÜ>ÃvwV>ÞÛiÀ°ÌÌÕÀi`ÕÌÌ iÞ >``i>ÃÌ}
online and posed as a young boy, and my friend went to meet
the boy and was arrested. When they searched his place,
they had found many videos he had been secretly taking of
our encounters, and they were actively looking for me. I was
ÀÌwi`°/ ivwViÀÃÌ`iÌ >Ì >`«ÀÌiVÌ]Ü>Ã
an adult now, and my name would be printed on the report,
and I would have to go to court.
My brother was closely involved with the local police dept,
and my parents started every morning by reading the entire
newspaper. My goose was cooked, and I was about to be outed
Ì Ì i Ü i ÜÀ`°  `iV`i`  >` Ì Ìi Þ «>ÀiÌÃ wÀÃÌ° 
wrote my mom a big, long letter telling her that I was leaving
forever because of who I was, and then I went to go face my

KORI LOTITO
“When did you know you were gay?”

People think this is an easy question, like I should be able to
answer with a simple year or age, but in actuality this question
«iÃÕ«ÞiÌÀivi ÃÌÀÞ°-]iÌ½Ã}iÌÌÌ°
>Ü>ÞÃÃÌ>ÀÌÞ>ÃÜiÀLÞÃ>Þ}º½Ûi>Ü>ÞÃ
Lii > iÃL>] Ì Ã½Ì ÃiÌ }  ÕÃÌ
chose one day.” I actually fought it for so
many years.
Around sixth grade all of my
friends were starting to develop
Ì iÀ wÀÃÌ VÀÕÃ iÃ >` ÜiÀi
w`} LÞÃ >ÌÌÀ>VÌÛi vÀ Ì i
wÀÃÌ Ìi° / iÞ½` Ì> >LÕÌ Ü
cute certain boys were, and
Ü Ì iÀÃ ÜiÀi½Ì] >`  Ã>Ì
at countless lunch tables trying
my hardest to keep up with and
contribute to the conversation,
the only problem was, all the boys
looked pretty similarly unattractive
to me.
ÕÌ``½ÌÜ>ÌÌv>Li `>`
lose my friends, or my spot at the “cool
`» ÕV  Ì>Li >Þ wi] ½Ûi iÛiÀ Lii
a cool kid), so I tried to move past my lukewarm
feelings for boys and threw myself into a whole bunch
of day long middle school relationships, where we never did
>ÞÌ } Ài Ì > Õ} >` >ÞLi ½` Üi>À Ì iÀ vÌL>
18 sweatshirt for the day.

dad in person. He was sitting at the dinner table reading the
paper. I said: “Dad, I have to tell you something.”
He puts the paper down enough to see me: “What?”
I say: “Dad, I am gay.”
He looks right at me, with a calm face and says: “Well, I had
ÃiÛi`Ã°w}ÕÀi`ivÞÕÜ>Ã}}ÌLiµÕiiÀ°»
He put the newspaper right back up and went right back to
reading like nothing had just happened! I spent my entire life
ÌiÀÀwi`vÀÌ >ÌiÌ]>` i >`i`ÌÕÃÌwi°
My mom found her letter and was much more upset about
it. She eventually would send me to the church to have them
ÜÀ  w`} > ÃÕÌ° - i >` Ì i «ÀiÃÌ ÃÕ}}iÃÌi` 
become a priest.
>ÀÕÃt  ÜÕ` `iwÌiÞ ÕÃi Ì >Ì VviÃÃ LÌ  vÀ
ÃiÌ }iÃiÌ iwÀÃÌ`>Þt -]Üi>`iV`i`>ÞLiÌ >Ì
Ü>Ã½Ì>ÛiÀÞ}`«>°
She then sent me off to counseling to try and correct my
mental disorder. I was then forced to confess I was gay in front
of my whole family, and they hired a family counselor to be
present because they knew how bad it was going to go. Most
ÜiÀi«iÀviVÌÞwiÜÌ Ì]LÕÌÌÜ>ÃÌ }Ã ÀÌv>iÃÃ°
Many years later she would eventually come around, but I
never did get close with my family. The gay community became
my family, and now I live a very happy life running a gay B&B
in downtown Rehoboth Beach, surrounded by love with my
husband Keith, two dogs, ten chickens, and more friends than
I can count. - Tom Kelch, Rehoboth Guest House

As the months progressed, one boy and I had a
“relationship” that lasted a full two weeks, where we saw each
Ì iÀ iÛiÀÞ `>Þ >` ÌiÝÌi` ÃÌ«° 7i ÜiÀi > vÕyi`}i`
middle school couple, so my pals and his pals decided we
should all go ice skating together. At that point I had yet to get
past the hand holding stage with a boy, but most of my pals had
>Ài>`Þ >`Ì iÀwÀÃÌÃÃiÃ°iÜÌ ÃÜ>ÃÞ} Ì]
my friends and I had the whole thing planned all
Ì iÜ>Þ`ÜÌÜ >ÌÕÌwÌÜ>Ã}}Ì
wear (skinny jeans, UGGS, and my purple
North Face… ah yes, middle school
fashion…). While straightening my
hair I looked at myself in the mirror
>`Ã>`]º9Õ½Ài}}ÌÃÃÌ Ã
boy today,” and off I went.
But then we were there,
`} >`Ã>`«ÀÞyÀÌ}
like any middle schoolers do,
while my friends and his friends
gawked from the sides of the ice
À° / >Ì½Ã Ü i  Ài>âi`] Ì iÀi
was nothing I wanted more than
Ì "/ ÃÃ Ì Ã LÞ] LÕÌ  w}ÕÀi`
I could talk myself through it and
`>Ì``½ÌÜ>ÌÌLiÌ i>ÃÌi
vÞvÀi`ÃÌ >ÛiÌ iÀwÀÃÌÃÃ°ÌÜ>Ã
time, right? What was I waiting for?
Ì ii`]Üi``½ÌÃÃ>`ÞvÀi`ÃÜiÀi
thoroughly disappointed. When I got home I ran to
my room and cried. I convinced myself I was broken, something
Ü>ÃÌiÀÀLÞÜÀ}ÜÌ i]ÕÃÌ >`Ìw}ÕÀiÕÌÜ >Ì>`
Ì iVÕ`wÝÌ°-"ÌÕÀi`ÌÌ iÌÀÕÃÌÞ}}i>V i>`

googled, “Why does the thought of kissing a boy make me
sick?” Up until that point I had only heard of the word “lesbian”
in regards to one of our close family friends and from news
articles talking about gay rights, but never in a million years
had I thought that word could apply to me.
Ì>ÛiÀÞÃViÌwViµÕâV>i`ºƂ>Þ¶»>`
when I got my results back I threw my phone across the room
>`ÃÌ>ÀÌi`ÃLL}°Ì`ÞÃivÌÜ>ÃÕÃÌ>« >Ãi>`½`
Ûi«>ÃÌÌ° i}>iÃL>Ü>ÃÃiÌ }VÕ`wÝ]>`
way was I ever going to tell anyone about this except to laugh
about it later with my husband. I knew SO SO little about the
LGBTQ+ community at that point in my life, but I did know that
viÜ>Ã >À`iÀvÀ}>Þ«i«i]>`Ü>Ã½Ì}}ÌvÀViÌ >Ì
upon myself.
ƂÃ``iÃV «À}ÀiÃÃi`Ì } ÃV ]>Ü>Ãwi
>``>`Þ>`½`}ÌÌiÕÃi`ÌÌ iÕiÜ>Àvii}ÃLÞÃ
stirred up. Sure, I was in my junior year of high school and
ÃÌ >`½ÌÃÃi`>Þi]LÕÌÜ >ÌiÛiÀ°Ü>ÃÕÃÌÜ>Ì}vÀ
the right guy. But then, I stumbled upon a Broadway musical
called If/Then, and I had a full blown “Ring of Keys” moment
Ü iÃ>Ü>Ãi i>>i iÀwÀÃÌiÌÀ>Vi°- iÜ>Ã
in skinny jeans, boots, a decently low-cut tank top, a leather
jacket, and had her hair cut short in a perfect femme/butch mix
of a hairstyle.

MELISSA MARECK

My name is Melissa Marek, known to my loved ones as Mel.
I identify as a queer pansexual woman. Saying that still feels
vÀi}Ìi°9ÕÃii]``½ÌViÕÌÀÜÜ Ü>ÃÕÌ
Þ`{ä½Ã° ÌÌÃ>Þ``½ÌÜÜ Ü>Ã>ÃÌ>Þ
life but I never put a name to it until recently.
 ÌÌÃÕ`VV jLÕÌ>Ü>ÞÃiÜÜ>Ã`vviÀiÌ°
Everyone around me wanted to get married,
>Ûi Ó°x V `Ài] >` Ûi  Ì i ¼LÕÀLÃ°  
Ì Ü>Ìi` Ì w` Ûi LÕÌ Ì i ÀiÃÌ v
Ì i «VÌÕÀi ``½Ì wÌ µÕÌi À} Ì ÜÌ 
me. In high school, a kid I grew up
with came out to me as a gay man.
He was my only real friend at the
time so I was introduced to the
LGBT+ community and went on
the journey with him much like
> `>À L  Ãii iÃi½Ã
pocket.
Upon meeting this community
I knew I was home. I had found
my tribe. I was still unsure of where
iÝ>VÌÞ`iÌwi`>`wÌ°vÕ`
myself attracted to the ones who
Ài>Þ ``½Ì wÌ i >Li À Ì i Ì iÀ°
The crossdressers, the non-binary ones,
the androgynous ones, the transgender
ones. Rather than owning it, I hid it within
myself. What would people say? What would people
think of me? Would they abandon me? I struggled between
who I was and wanting to be accepted and not be judged.
In 2015 I met the person who would become my wife. I met
Josie, a transgender woman, at a Pride event. We connected
right away and I found myself wanting to be with her all the

 Ü>Ã ÃÌÌ} ÃiV` ÀÜ >` Ì Ì io /Ƃ/½- Ü >Ì
attraction feels like.
Colella awoke a part of me that was lying dormant for years,
and not only was she playing a gay woman onstage, she was
always a proud and out lesbian working in the theater in real
life. She was living her truth, and she was happy, and employed,
>`i iÜ9À ÌÞÃiii`Ì}Ûi>À>Ì½Ã>ÃÃ>LÕÌ
her sexuality.
/ >Ì½Ã Ü i  w>Þ Ì Õ} Ì L>V Ì Ì >Ì µÕâ  Ì >
those years back, and realized just how unhappy I was living in
this lie I had created for myself.
I was gay. And Jenn Colella showed me that was okay. And
no matter how hard things may be for the LGBTQ+ community,
those battles are worth being able to live your truth. Shortly
after meeting Jenn is when I started coming out to people for
Ì i wÀÃÌ Ìi° -ÕÀi]  >` iÛiÀ `>Ìi`] À ÃÃi`] > vi>i
before, but I knew in my heart what I wanted.
SO… “When did I realize I was gay?”
Seventh grade. And again my junior year of high school.
Ƃ`w>ÞV>iÌÌiÀÃÜÌ ÌV«iÌiÞ>LÕÌÌÜÞi>ÀÃ
>}]LiV>ÕÃiÃiÝÕ>ÌÞÃyÕ`>`Ì>iÃÌiÌvÕÞ}À>Ã«° ÕÌ
now I could not be more proud of who I am and the community
I have the honor of being a part of.

time. It became harder and harder for me to live two lives. One
with the LGBT+ community and one with family and friends.
 w>Þ >VÜi`}i` Ü   Ü>Ã°  Ûi` Ì Ã Ü> >` 
wanted to spend the rest of my life with her. Being “safe”
became so much more painful than being true to myself. I
came out to everyone. Most of the people in my life accepted
iÜÌ «i>ÀÃ°ƂviÜivÌ>`ÞÕÜÜ >Ì¶½]½
happy with who I am.
Josie and I were married in 2017 and in June of
2022 we have been together for 7+ years and
Üi½ÀiÃÌ}}ÃÌÀ}°}L>V]iÛiÀÞ
good thing in my life has come to me by
way of the LGBT+ community. This
community. MY community has taught
iVw`iVi]i«ÜiÀiÌ]Ãiv
love, pride in who I am, and to be
a strong soft-hearted woman who
takes no shit.
I hope this experience at least
provides you with entertainment
and at best I hope it reaches those
still struggling to be themselves.
To them I say, come out if you can.
We see you, we love you and we
will welcome you with open arms.

"I identify as a queer
pansexual
woman."
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MICHAEL MATEY

will deal with this together as a family”. Immediately years of
worry and anxiety washed away, I had mentally always thought
the worst of this day and in reality, I had grossly
My coming out story is proof of unconditional
underestimated the love and acceptance
love and acceptance within a family that I
of both my parents, who to this day still
am fortunate enough to be a part of and
support my life, in fact my whole family
grateful for every day.
has been more than accepting of me
I came out at age 22 to my father who
through the years and we all have a
Ã>>ÃVÕi ÕÌiÀ>`wÃ iÀ>
great relationship.
who I also am business partners
I am grateful every day to be
ÜÌ ÕÀv>Þ½ÃLÕÃiÃÃiÃ°/ i
able to share this story, as I know
emotional pressure I put on myself
others are not as fortunate and
was overwhelming for years trying
hopefully someday all will have a
Ìw`Ì iÀ} ÌÌiÌViÕÌ°
happy ending!
In my head I of course thought
Today at age 51, I now run
the worst, disownment, alienated
ÕÀ v>Þ½Ã LÕÃiÃÃ] >ÌiÞÃ
from the business, anger and so
American Pizza Company in
on, so kept it to myself as long as
Bethlehem with my partner of 15
I could.
years, Tim Barndt who is by my side
Randomly one morning in our
every day running daily operations,
ÀiÃÌ>ÕÀ>Ì i ÕÃÌ y>Ì ÕÌ >Ãi` i v
we are set to be married next year and
Tim Barndt & Michael Matey
I was gay, after a few seconds of anxiety
VÕ`½Ì Li >««iÀ] LÕÌ Ì >Ì½Ã >Ì iÀ
overload I replied “yes”, to my surprise he
story!
simply said “ ok, it is what it is, I love you and we

ERIC MILLER
To the LGBTQIA+ community and any others reading
this article, let me introduce myself. My name is Eric Miller
>` Ì Ã Ã Þ V} ÕÌ ÃÌÀÞ] LÕÌ wÀÃÌ > ÌÌi L>V}ÀÕ`
on my family and growing up. I am one of eight children. My
father, of German/Irish decent, and my mother from
the Philippines, we mainly had a loose Catholic
>vw>Ì°  Ã«iÌ Þ vi }ÀÜ} Õ« 
Phillipsburg, NJ- and at that time, it did
not pride itself on having a very diverse
population. In fact, we were one of 3
Filipino families, and all in all there
were less than ten minorities in my
class of over 330.
It was hard enough being a
minority based on my ethnic
background,
therefore,
any
chance of “coming out” as a
teenager was not an option for
me. I made every attempt to mask
my reality by indulging in sports,
dating girls, attending proms, and
partying like all the other straight,
white, “normal” kids.
After graduating high school,
I felt anchored to the Lehigh Valley,
attended college, and chose one of the most
stereotypically “gay” careers as a Registered Nurse.
Ì Ü>Ã½Ì ÕÌ  iÌ Ãi viÜ VÜÀiÀÃ Ü  ÜiÀi «i
about their lifestyle and sexuality that I gained the courage
to “come out”. I was twenty-two years old, had been dating
a beautiful girl for almost two years, and suddenly decided it
was time.
I ended the relationship and the next day, wrote my mom
20 a note telling her that I was gay. I clearly remember her

initial shock, then anger, pleading with me, telling me I should
be afraid, that I would get a disease, never have children, and
live a lonely life. She offered to bring me to church to pray it
out of me. My parents were already divorced and she called
my father- who, surprisingly, shrugged it off as no big deal. My
brothers were there and they were my rocks, calming my mom
and telling her it was all going to be okay.
The next week, she was with me at the Stonewall
 ƂiÌÜ  Ì i ``i v Ì i `>Vi yÀ
getting more attention than me and my
relationship with my entire family has
been nothing but supportive since. My
coming out then paved the road for
my older brother to come out a year
later- though I think I made things
much easier for him.
I am now very happily married to
my husband, Dan. Professionally,
I
have
been
in
nursing
>`ÃÌÀ>ÌvÀÌ i«>ÃÌwvÌii
years. I still occasionally have a
patient, usually older females,
Ì >ÌÜ>Ãiv½>ÀÀi`>`
how many children I have, to which
I proudly answer “yes, and we have 4
beautiful children”- 3 dogs and 1 cat.
VÕ`½ÌLi >««iÀÞ«iÀÃ>
and professional life and my only regret
would be not coming out sooner- perhaps it
would have saved some of the girls I dated some
heartbreak and given others the courage to do the same. I will
never be ashamed of my minorities again- I am and always will
be a proud, gay Filipino/Irish Nurse!

"The next week my mom was with me
on the dance floor at The Stonewall."

KURT PFEIFFER

-ÃÕ««ÃiiÛiÀÞi½ÃV}ÕÌÃÌÀÞ >ÃÃ>ÀÌiÃ>`
differences. Timing is and can be everything as each person is
on their own journey. Mine was a bit late for lots of reasons
that will be revealed in my memoir. Just kidding… somewhat.
My process started age 42, during the summer of 2010.
It started ironically after being in a long-term relationship
Ì >Ì >`i`i`°ƂvÀi` >`iÌ>ÌÌ i}ÞÌ >Ì``½ÌÜ
me too personally seemed to be the ideal person to start that
process with. What would I have to lose? He listened, and
ironically, came out to me as well! I almost fell over. That
friendship grew and is still intact to this day.
Since our coming out was occurring at the same time, that
created a bond between us. We would call or text each other
and say who we told and how it went. He was a bit farther
along in the process having been married with three kids,
and now divorced and in a relationship with a guy.
He recommended that we read a book called
“The Velvet Rage” which essentially is
Ü >ÌÌ½Ãi}ÀÜ}Õ«}>Þ>ÃÌÀ>} Ì
world and dealing with the shame
and moving forward. We were like
ÕÀÜÌÌiº"«À> ½Ã  ÕL»
sharing our views and opinions on
chapters. We chatted constantly
about how we felt and where
we would put ourselves in the
book. I was about three quarters
of the way through the book,
and something happened that
nudged my process a little faster.
A good friend was getting
married the coming weekend that
August, and a bunch of mutual friends
would be there. In fact, an elderly
couple was going to be riding to the
venue with me. I was in such a great mood
for this event, and was wrapping up a chapter of
the book. My friends were on their way to the house,
but I thought I had plenty of time to grab lunch and get back
before they arrived. I went out for lunch and decided to eat
at the restaurant thinking I had plenty of time. I left lunch and
pulled up to my house and said observantly “Oh, Karl and
Leona are here”. Then I realized I left the book face up on my
sofa and said “OH…Karl and Leona ARE HERE!!”
My heart raced. I panicked. They are both very observant
friends that always look at what new pictures I may have
displayed at the house, etc. I walked in, and Karl was sitting
EXACTLY where the book HAD been, which was now pushed
to the side. More panic. They saw the book. They HAD to
have seen the book. Oh boy, well… I guess this is going to
happen sooner rather than later. I started a conversation, and
their responses seemed a bit shorter than usual, almost a bit of
tension on both my and their part. Still panicking. We collected
ourselves, packed the car, and got on the road.
We chatted more and more on the ride, and then there
Ü>Ã>«>ÕÃi°Ì Õ} Ì½`Ì ÀÜÕ«°º-o``>ÞiÃiiÌ i
book I was reading?” Karl had a silly response like “War and
Peace”, clearly to break the tension. We giggled, and from the
back seat Leona said “I did…” Ok. Here we go. Deep breath.

And from there, I laid out the foundation of the “story” I had
practiced in my head a few times about coming out eventually
Ì Ì i] >` Ì iÀ }` vÀi`Ã° / i ÃÌÀÞ yÜi`° *>ÕÃi°
Remember that scene from “Love, Simon” where Simon pulls
the car over, pauses, and comes out to Abby? Exactly the same
Ì }° ii«LÀi>Ì oº½}>Þ»°
I welled up, and started bawling almost uncontrollably.
 ``½Ì ºÌ » Ì iÞ½` >Ûi > >ÀÃ  Ài>VÌ] LÕÌ LÌ  >Ài
somewhat conservative Republicans. Karl looked at me from
Ì i «>ÃÃi}iÀ Ãi>Ì >` Ã>` ¼ÕÀÌo Ì½Ã "o Üi Ü] Ì
`iÃ½Ì >ÌÌiÀ] >` Üi Ûi ÞÕ  >ÌÌiÀ Ü >Ì°»  VÕ`
breathe again. LITERALLY breathe, because a weight from
Li>À} Ì Ã ºÃiVÀiÌ» Ü>Ã w>Þ vÌi` vv v i° Ài Ìi>ÀÃ
yÜi`]LÕÌÌ iÞÃÜÌV i`vÀÌiÀÀwi`Ìi>ÀÃÌ >««ÞÌi>ÀÃ°
I think (but was kinda busy driving) they both cried a little bit.
7 iÜiw>Þ>ÀÀÛi`>ÌÌ iÛiÕi i>À Àii-,iÃÀÌ®]
we got out, and now were laughing about times where I was
scared, I previously outed myself, or my ex had outed us, and
just general funny stuff. Before getting our luggage
out, Karl hugged me and picked me up and
said “I love you, friend. Nothing will change
Ì >Ì»° i> ``½Ì «V i Õ«] Li}
almost a foot shorter than I am, but
she gave a wonderful hug and said
the same thing.
Their reaction set me on a path
of empowerment, feeling like I
could tell anyone and everyone.
While I eventually, to this day,
ÜÕ`½Ì >Ûi Ì >Ì VÛiÀÃ>Ì
ÜÌ iÛiÀÞi]Ì½ÃÃÌivÌ i
stories I relay to many people
about the entire process. You see,
>Ã>i`ÕV>ÌÀ]V>ÃÌLiwÀi`
the state of Pennsylvania for being
gay. There are still bullies on the staff
at the school I teach at (FAR less than
when I started there in 1994) and they
can and would use such gossip against me
>Ã ½Ûi vÕ` ÕÌ Ì }Ã Ì >Ì >Ài>`Þ ÜiÀi Ã>`
Li `ÞL>V°/Ì Ã`>ÞÌ½Ã>vi>ÀÌ >Ì >Ûi]Ì >Ì>Ã
>«ÀviÃÃ>]½`LiÕ`}i`L>Ãi`Ü ÛiÀ>Ì iÀÌ >
the quality of person or educator I am. But that is less and
less each day, as evidenced by choosing to tell this story, and
Ài>Þw>Þ]V}ÕÌÌÌ iÜÀ`°}ÕiÃÃÃÕLÃVÀLiÌÌ i
old Dr. Seuss saying: “Be who you are and say what you feel,
LiV>ÕÃiÌ ÃiÜ ``½Ì>ÌÌiÀ]>`Ì ÃiÜ >ÌÌiÀ
`½Ì`°»
I look at kids today, who are SO much more open and
honest than I could have ever been back when I was in high
ÃV ° ½ > LÌ iÛÕÃ] >ÞLi iÛi i>ÕÃ] Ì >Ì Ì`>Þ½Ã
ÃViÌÞ]Ã«iVwV>ÞÌ`>Þ½ÃÞÕÌ ÃÃÕV Ài>VVi«Ì}°
ÕÌ]ivÌ iÀi>ÃÃ½>i`ÕV>ÌÀÃÌ>i>«ÃÌÛi
`vviÀiVi>`½Ãvi°>ÞLiLiÃ`iÃÌi>V }Ì iÌ iVi
cycle or mitochondria, this will help one of them be true to who
they are.

"It's OK ... we know ...
and we love you
no matter what" 21

ZACK PLUE
CAMPBELL

I was anxious for Months about coming out, but,
after dating women all through High School and
}iÌÌ}i}>}i`Ì ii>ÀÞnä½Ã]VÕ`
}iÀii«Þ}ÌÞÃivÀÞw>Vj°
I had gone to a gay bar a state away
from my home in the summer of 84
and tried to be so discreet. I had an
84 Camaro Z-28 with Mag wheels,
a bra and vanity plate that read
Z-PLUE. I was a butch MF! Lol.
When I parked my car at the bar,
I took off my vanity plate in hopes
that no one would recognize my car,
especially because it had my name
on the plate. Turns out everyone
who was gay in my town was at that
same bar a state away. I ran into people
who never suspected that I was gay and
everyone was buying me drinks. I met a guy
that night, hooked up and well the rest is history.
I came out that summer to my sister, Val whom I
was closest to and knew would understand and accept me. I
remember sitting on a beach towel at a lake in my town with
my sister, my heart racing and hands and palms sweaty. My

ANDRE WALCK

voices shaking I began to cry, I said to her, “I need to tell you
ÃiÌ }»oÌÜ>ÃÌ iwÀÃÌÌi«iÞ>`ÌÌi`Ì>Þi
that “I was Gay” When the words left my mouth, my sister,
hugging me told me it was okay and said “I have known in my
heart since you were little that you were Gay”
Later that week, I woke up and asked my
Mom to come into my bedroom, I wanted
to talk to her. She looked at me as she
sat beside me and said, “you know
that anything you tell me, will not
change how much I love you”
when I told her I was gay, she
Ã>`]  `½Ì V>Ài Ü >Ì ÞÕ >Ài]
you are my Son and I will always
love you. I just want you to be
happy. She hugged me, we both
cried and then went downstairs
to speak to my Step- Father who
welcomed me with open arms
saying, I love you not matter what.
My mother wanted to have a
family dinner for me to “Come out”. I
did just that and all of my family said they
love me and supported me, no matter what
or who I chose to be with or love. My parents
then joined PFLAG and I attended meetings with them.
It was a great way for me to come out and for my parents to
become educated about the LGBTQ+ community.

I waited until I graduated from Emmaus High School in
2012 to fully acknowledge to myself that I am gay. I started
working at Dorney Park and Wildwater Kingdom, and met
Coming out, whether it be to your parents, peers, or ÃivÞLiÃÌvÀi`ÃÃV>À}«i«i>ÌÌ i«>À½Ã>Üii
ÞÕÀÃiv] Ã Ì > i>ÃÞ ÕÀiÞ LÕÌ ½ «} Ì >Ì Ã >À} Haunt attraction. Eventually, I opened up to these friends and
mine with you can help those who need it on their own journey. Ì`Ì iÌ iÌÀÕÌ Ì >Ì½`ÜÃViÜ>Ã>`½}>Þ°
Hi, My name is Andre Walck and this is my coming out story.
My friends accepted me.one of my friends said she knew
I was born in Russia. I was adopted by an
>vÌiÀ Üi wÀÃÌ iÌ Ì >Ì  Ü>Ã }>Þ >` >` >Ü>ÞÃ
American family when I was four years old.
been supportive. That comforted me.
I had a wonderful life growing up, but I
I was happy to know my friends loved
>Ü>ÞÃ iÜ  Ü>Ã `vviÀiÌ° / >Ì ``½Ì
me, but there were other people in my
stop me from being myself, especially
life I needed to tell. First, I told my
when I was young. When we wore
therapist I was gay. Then I knew I
costumes in pre-school I always
had to tell my mother. I was very
picked something fabulous. When
nervous, but my mother confessed
my parents had friends over, I
to me that she felt she always
would always greet them in my
knew that I was gay. And then she
cutest party dress. When I had the
told me that she would always
choice, I always asked my mom to
support me. My mom asked her
check out with the male cashier. I
gay male acquaintance to meet
}ÕiÃÃÜ>Ã>Ü>ÞÃ>yÀÌ°
with me and share information
I got older, and I started to go
about gay culture and keeping
on dates with girls. Not because I
myself safe. That was very helpful
wanted to, but because I thought I
>`}>ÛiiVw`iVi°
Ü>ÃÃÕ««Ãi`Ì°ÞwÀÃÌÃÃÜ>ÃÜÌ 
When I came out to my mom, my little
a girl. When it happened, I knew in my
sister overheard me. She told my dad. At
i>ÀÌ Ì Ü>Ã½Ì Ü >Ì  Ü>Ìi`°  } Ì Li
the time, he really had to get used to the
>yÀÌLÕÌ½>Ã>À>ÌV°7 iÜ>Ã£x
idea of his son being gay. It took some time,
I caught myself daydreaming about boys. Every
but now my dad is incredibly supportive. He just
ÌÀ«Ì7>>ÀÌi`iÌÌ iÕ`iÀÜi>À>Ãi°ÞwÀÃÌ
wants me to be happy. Eventually I came out to more and
22 VÀÕÃ Ü>Ã ÀÃ"½ i >Ì>>`,L°

more of my family and friends. I now live my life proudly and
openly as a gay man.
ÜÌ >ÌV}ÕÌÃ½Ì>Ãi>ÃÞvÀiÛiÀÞi°½ÛiLii
very lucky to have such supportive friends and family. But, my
>`ÛViÌÌ ÃiVÃ`iÀ}V}ÕÌ\Ì½Ã>ÞÌLiÞÕÀÃiv°
Whether your gay, trans, bi or queer - the LGBT community will
welcome you. Never be ashamed of who you are. Come out
whenever you feel comfortable to do so. Come out and be

ERIC YOAK

º ÞÃ `½Ì «>Þ ÜÌ  `Ã°» º ÞÃ `½Ì Üi>À «°» º ÞÃ
`½ÌÃ}>``>Vi°»
Growing up in a conservative area like Eastern Kentucky, you
}iÌÌ`ÛiÀ>`ÛiÀÜ >ÌÞÕV>½Ì`°9Õ½ÀiÕ`iÀ>Ì
of preconceived societal norms of what to do within your
sex assigned at birth. Being assigned male at birth, you are
supposed to play sports, date girls, drink beer, and every bit
of toxic masculinity you can imagine. I, from a very young age,
was NOT that person. I had my giant collection of Spice Girl
dolls, I was a performer from the earliest age I could be, I dated
girls, but I never really DATED girls.
Starting around the age of 12, and thanks to the invention
of dial-up internet, I began learning I was not supposed to be
the person that would be the typical male in eastern Kentucky.
I started recognizing that the boys in my sex-segregated
classes in middle school were more attractive to me
than the girls in the other classes (nice one,
«ÕLV i`ÕV>Ì°® ,} Ì >ÀÕ` £Î] Ì >Ì½Ã
when I really began recognizing how I was
different. At 14, I began telling others.
Coming out is a process in itself.
/ i wÀÃÌ ÃÌi«  ÀiV}âi Ã V}
out to yourself. Admitting it to
yourself is such a tough thing to
`]LÕÌÃÛiÀÞvÀii}Ü iÞÕ½Ài
able to do it and choose not to
hold yourself back. From this
process, you begin the journey
v ÃÌ>ÀÌ} Ì Ìi «i«i° Þ wÀÃÌ
person I told was my best friend
(and occasional girlfriend) Dakota.
I told her because I trusted her, and
because if it went bad when I started
telling my family, I would have a place to
go if I were kicked out.
My next step happened during freshman
year in P.E. class where I was conveniently injured
while the class was playing volleyball, I got up the nerve
>`«Õi`ÕÌÞÌÀ>y«« i]ÌÞ«i`Õ«>ÌiÝÌÌÞ
Ì iÀ] >`Ã>`] º]  > `>Ì} > LÞ>`  `½Ì V>Ài
what you have to say about it.” Hindsight being 20/20, I would
not recommend coming out in this fashion. Not only did I not
give my mother the respect she should have been given in this
moment to process, I did not give myself the respect of being
VÕÀ>}iÕÃÆÜ>ÃLi}>VÜ>À`°``½Ì >ÛiÌv>Vi iÀÌ Ã
Ü>ÞÕÌ>ÌiÀ]>`Üi``½Ì`ÃVÕÃÃÌÕÌÃÝÌ Ã>ÌiÀ°
For the rest of my family, I did not get the opportunity to
come out. My mom told her sisters and that side of the family,
one of my sisters read my journal, the other found out from
my mom, and my dad was told by my oldest sister. I did not
have any say in who in my family found out. Parents, family

open with whomever you consider safe. Your true friends will
accept you for who you are, and they will always have your
back.
Some of you may not feel safe coming out to anyone in
your life. But know that you can always come out to me. I will
always accept you for being exactly who you are.

members, or anyone who is given the effort for your friend or
family member to come out to you, DO NOT share it on your
own! It is not your story to tell!
When my mom moved in with who would later become my
stepdad, I was forced back into the closet while living there,
and I later learned why. When he caught me getting a goodbye
kiss from my boyfriend at the time, he was angry, and I was
backed into the corner of denial. It was never discussed again,
>` Üi ÃÌ `½Ì Ài>Þ Ì> Ì Ì Ã `>Þ° / Ã Ìi Ü>Ã ÛiÀÞ
damaging for my mental health to the point where I became
dangerous to myself in the form of overly controlling my food
intake, because I did not feel control in any other facet of my
life.
Now, being out and proud as an adult, as someone who
was never sure they would make it past 21, it is so hard for me
to recognize the teenager I can see in photos of that time. The
ÃÞ]««Þ`Ã>v>ÀVÀÞvÀÌ iVw`iÌ>Ü ÜÀÃ
at Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community Center and now uses
his story to help others; who now gets to plan the
pride celebration, not just watch it.
I have had many coming out stories in my
life; coming out as gay, coming out as a
survivor of an eating disorder, coming
out as a survivor of sexual assault, and
coming out as the authentic man that
I am are just a few. Every day I come
out to people, both directly and
indirectly. Coming out is powerful
and is a true chance for people
to admit to themselves that they
deserve to live authentically as
themselves, and these futures are
100% possible. We have to put in
the work, and make the place for
ourselves and craft our seat at the
table, but it is so worth it. Sometimes,
you grow tired of “it gets better” and you
decide to “make it better.” There is nothing
more powerful than owning yourself and not
letting anyone make those decisions for you.
As a white, gay man, my experience is very limited because
while I have experienced discrimination for who I am, my
mental health, and more, I have never experienced it as part of
my sex, the color of my skin, or a visible disability. The BIPOC
community, communities of others on the gender spectrum,
the community of people experiencing disabilities, there are
so many other facets to coming out in those communities and
cultures that what I have went through. Learn from me, but
learn from those who look or experience life different than you,
because those are the stories where you truly learn. You can
empathize with me, but you can be educated from those who
>ÀiÌi>``½Ìii°
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n 1985, in downtown Rehoboth Beach, a man named
Herbert was facing a harsh reality. He was a pioneer by
«i} Ì i ÛiÀÞ wÀÃÌ }>Þ iÃÌ>LÃ iÌ  Ì i ``i
of a Methodist campground and retreat. But, he was in real
trouble. It was about this time when Herbert became aware
that he was sick. Unfortunately, in those days, by the time you
started to see the signs of HIV/AIDS, it was far too late. Herbert
Vi>ÀÞiÜ Ãv>ÌiÜ>ÃiÛÌ>Li° Þ£nÈnÇ]iÀLiÀÌw>Þ
gave up, closed the Paradise Guest House, and moved to Key
West, FL to die where he felt most safe. In one last heroic effort
to sustain what he had started, he only listed the property
for sale in one place, The Washington Blade, a popular gay
publication.
/ iÞi>À£nÇÜ>Ã>«ÀÌ>ÌÞi>À,i LÌ  i>V iÃ½
gay historic timeline. Although Paradise Guest House was
closing, just behind the property, the newest and most fabulous
}>Þ} ÌVÕLvÌÃÌiÜ>ÃÕÃÌ>LÕÌÌ«i°/ ÃÜ>Ã½Ì
just a bar; in fact it was called “The Strand Complex.” for a
good reason. It was huge. Stretching between Rehoboth Ave
>` >ÌÀiƂÛi]Ì ÕÃi`ÕÌ«iyÀÃ]>ÀiÃÌ>ÕÀ>Ì>`
V>vi]Ì iL}}iÃÌ`>ViyÀÌ iVÌÞ]iv>`ÕµÕi
design, state-of-the-art club lighting and sound, a stage area
for shows, and encircled with top notch bars and service.
This place was going to put downtown Rehoboth as a top
destination on the gay map.
     >ÌÀi ƂÛi >` }>ÞÃ«`i`  Ì i nä½Ã° Õi 
opened in 1981, and was an instant sensation. More elite type
gay clientele were becoming frequent visitors to the
tiny local economy with many more on
the way. Only a few short years
previously,
Baltimore
Ave was dirt and
held very little
property

Û>Õi°  "ÕÀ vÀi` iÀÌ >½Ã i Ü>Ã V>Ìi` Þ > viÜ ÌÃ
away from the Blue Moon. Her once quiet street was suddenly
evolving into one of the most happening spots in the whole
beach area.
Fast forward back to 1987, we have Bertha and many other
V>Ã Ü >Ã / i iÀÌ >½Ã À>Þ} >}>ÃÌ Ì i `iÛi«}
gay business community. Part of me can understand why they
were upset. No one wants their family home to be suddenly
surrounded by entertainment and business. But, if your family
`iV`iÃÌLÕ`Ì iÀ iÞ>Ã}iÌ>Ü>ÞvÀÌ iVÌÞ½Ã
main street, what exactly did they expect to happen? The city
ViÌiÀ Ã iÝ>VÌÞ Ü iÀi LÕÃiÃÃ Ã ÃÕ««Ãi` Ì yÕÀÃ ° iÀ
house was built on a conveniently located lot with no foresight
`°/ i iÀÌ >½ÃÜiÀi}}Ì`iÛiÀÞÌ }Ì iÞVÕ`
to prevent The Strand from opening.
/ i iÀÌ >½Ã >`i`ÕÌÃ}Ã>`LÕ«iÀÃÌViÀÃºii«
Rehoboth a Family Town”, and gathered support from the local
community, the city, mayor and commissioners, vacationers,
>` iÛi Ì i ÃÌ «ÜiÀvÕ vÀVi  ÌÜÆ Ì i iÜiÀ½Ã
association. With only about 1,000 people voting, and all
from a carefully selected part of elite Rehoboth, nothing
could happen unless the few local residents approved it.
Now depending who you ask, you will get a different idea of
what was actually happening here. Suddenly, very strict and
unreasonable ordinances were being passed especially limiting
gay businesses from succeeding.
     / i iÀÌ >½Ã Ãii Ì iÃiÛiÃ >Ã iÀiÃ° / iÞ V> Ì iÞ
did this simply to keep Rehoboth a small town, and
prevented it from turning into another
Ocean City, MD. Part of their
point is true. As a result,
Ì i ÌÜ ``½Ì
develop
and
all
the

R E H O B OT H G U E S T
H O U S E PA R T I V :

RISING
FROM
THE
DARK
NESS
BY TOM KELCH

24

skyscraper style glass and concrete super hotels that took over
other close-by beach towns were avoided. Instead, we have
VÕÌiÌÀiii`ÃÌÀiiÌÃ]` iÃLÕÌÌ i£nää½ÃÃÌÕÃi
and in good condition, and with many perfectly landscaped
ÌÃ >` Li>ÕÌvÕ }>À`iÃ°  >}Àii Ì Ã Ã i v ,i LÌ ½Ã
LiÃÌvi>ÌÕÀiÃ]LÕÌ>À}ÕiÌ½ÃÌ }vÀÌ iÌLi«ÀÕ`v°
/ i«ÕÀ«ÃiÜ>Ã½ÌÌ«ÀiÃiÀÛiÌ iÃ>ÌÜ°ÌÜ>ÃÌ«ÕÃ 
the gays out.
Here is why I feel comfortable with this conclusion; before
Ì i }>ÞÃ >ÀÀÛi` «ÕLVÞ  Ì i nä½Ã Ì i VÌÞ Ü>Ã VÃÌ>ÌÞ
developing and looking to attract visitors and businesses. For
iÝ>«i]LivÀiÌ inä½Ã]ÌÃv>À`iÛi«iÌ >««ii`°
For example, a casino, multiple dance clubs, a bowling alley,
movie theaters, a giant ocean pier with food, entertainment,
and amusements, rolling rinks, theater, musicians, and bars and
clubs all over, with no protest. Development was embraced by
the locals, and they depended on the visitors to come with
money in their pockets for survival.
After the mayor publicly announced that the city had a
}>Þ«ÀLiÌ ii>ÀÞnä½Ã]ÃÕ``iÞÌ iÀiÜ>Ã>`À>>ÌV
V >}i  Ì i ÌÜ½Ã iÌ ÕÃ>Ã° ÃÌi>`] Üi Ãii Ì i VÌÞ
`}}>ÞLÕÃiÃÃiÃÌÌ iwÀi° âiÃvÀ`>ViÃÜiÀi
passed preventing things like outdoor seating, widow walks
and outdoor porches, music, dance, clubs, entertainment and
bars, and even home sizes were limited to prevent gay party
houses. All done with a plan in mind. Take away all the things
the gay men seem to enjoy, and they will all go somewhere else.
>Þi>ÀiÛiÀÞ}`>Ìw`}Ì iÀÜiÌiÀÌ>iÌ]>`
this situation is no exception.
Soon things got brutal. Gay businesses were purposely
ÃiÌwÀiÕÌ«iÌiÃ°>ÞiÜiÀiLi} >À>ÃÃi`>`
threatened. Many would endure physical assaults including
from thrown beer bottles and rocks. Threatening messages

written onto their property, and gangs of locals would walk the
town menacing the gay men. Gay men were being arrested,
or would call the police for help and up being threatened
by them also. There was no safe place in Rehoboth, yet the
gays kept coming. There were so many of them, that the city
was outnumbered. Now, The Strands opening symbolized
the whole gay community, and making sure it failed was top
«ÀÀÌÞvÀ/ i iÀÌ >½Ã°
So, Steve Elkins and Murray Archibald decided they had to do
ÃiÌ }°/ iÞÜ>Ìi`ÌV >}iÌ iVÌÞ½Ã>ÜvÕÛiÜ}>Þ
men, and stop the abuse. They decided to start an organization
to Create A More Positive Rehoboth, or CAMP Rehoboth. They
began to gather support and also got to work quickly. Steve
and Murray both had strong religious backgrounds and the
wÀÃÌ Ì } Ì iÞ ``  ,i LÌ  Ü>Ã  Ì i V> iÌ `ÃÌ
church. Steve knew scripture better than most of the Berthas,
he would also sing all the church hymns from the top of his
lungs, and he would tell stories and jokes to his new friends.
He also would kindly correct abuse that happened to gay men
by facing the wrong doers head on and have a reasonable and
kind conversation with them. A totally unexpected result was
Li}} Ì >««i] / i iÀÌ >Ã VÕ`½Ì ÃÌ« Ì iÃiÛiÃ
from liking Steve and Murray, in fact the locals loved them. This
totally confused them and began to crack the Bertha base.
-ÌiÛi>`ÕÀÀ>Þ``½Ì}ÌÜ>ÀÜÌ / i iÀÌ >Ã]ÃÌi>`
they friended them. What happened next was nothing short of
incredible.

Pictured: Murray kissing Steve in
1987 inside "The Strand"

Background: The only known image of Herbert (in Red)
with his boyfriend known as "Momi". You can see the
only known image of the Paradise Guest House Sign
to the right. Herbert's Hydrangeas he loved so much.
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O

n June 20th of 2022, The City of Allentown Pennsylvania
i` > *À`i y>} À>Ã} ViÀiÞ Ì Ã Ü Ì iÀ
solidarity with the LGBTQIA+ community. I was there.
It was an important small step in preserving the visibility
of one of many marginalized groups in the United States of
America.
There were emotional moments at the event when members
of the community recalled painful memories of bullying and
emotional abuse that they had endured because of their
sexuality.
The ceremony ended with smiles, hugs, a brand new Pride
y>}Li}À>Ãi`}iÌÞÌÌ i>À>`>Ã}i«ÀÌiÃÌiÀ°
 >`½ÌÌVi`Ì iÌ>}iÌi>«ÀÌiÃÌiÀÃÌ>`}
the sidelines waiting patiently for the ceremony to end. But
when he appeared, with phone-in-hand, he started recording
himself and making assertions.
º/ >Ì½ÃiÛt» iÃ>`>Ã i«Ìi`ÌÜ>À`ÃÌ iy>}°/ >Ì
Ü>Ã ÃwÀÃÌ>ÃÃiÀÌ°
Someone challenged him, and called him a
homophobe.
º V>½Ì Li > « Li] Þ ½Ã
a lesbian,” was his reply, and his
second assertion.
I approached him, and said,
º*ÀÛiÌ°*ÀÛiÌ >ÌÌ iy>}
is evil.”
º*ÀÛiÌ¶Ì½Ã`¿ÃÜÀ`]»
he said. Third assertion.
The protester made
three claims that he
asserted as truth.
I know about the claims
and assertions of some
religious people. I grew
up in a Christian cult that
asserted demons were real,
that demons caused sickness,
that Satan was in control of
the government, the media,
and rock and roll music. People in
my religion spoke in tongues, awaited
the second coming of Christ, and believed
in the doomsday prophecies written in the biblical
texts known as Revelations and Daniel. Those cult members,
myself included, were convinced they knew lots of things while
refusing to explore evidence that was contrary to their claims.
When I was 11 or 12, I was on vacation with my family in
ƂÀâ>ÌÛÃÌÞÌ iÀ½ÃÃL}Ã°ÞÕViÌVi`Ì >Ì
had an effeminate nature about me, and raised a concern to my
mother that I had a spirit making me effeminate and I should
be prayed over. They asked me if I wanted to be prayed over. I
Ü>Ìi`Ì>iÞ«>ÀiÌÃ >««Þ]ÃÃ>`ÞiÃ°ÌÜ>Ã½ÌÕÌ
decades later that I realized the emotional damage that had
been done. Therapy helped me see that what happened that
day was the beginning of years and years of sexual confusion,
self-deceit, and self-loathing.
How different could things have been for me if they had
Lii iÃÌ >LÕÌ Ü >Ì Ì iÞ ÜiÀi Ãii}¶  ½ iÛiÀ Ü]
and this is only speculation, but I like to think that growing
Õ«ÜÌ Vw`iVi>`ÃivÀiÃ«iVÌÜÕ` >ÛiLii>ÕV 
more productive way to live rather than growing up believing
that there was something fundamentally wrong with me.

Instead of believing that they had the answer to my sexuality,
Ü >Ì v Ì iÞ >` Ã>`] º `½Ì Õ`iÀÃÌ>` Ü >Ì Ã }} °
>ÞLiÜiÃ Õ`Ì>ÌÃiiÌ >ÌÕ`iÀÃÌ>`ÃÜ >Ì i½Ã
going through.”
Ì½ÃVvÀ«i«iÌ>iV>ÃÜÌ ÕÌ >Û}>Þ
evidence to back them up. The protester, and my Uncle, drew
conclusions based on purported explanations for things they
``½ÌÕ`iÀÃÌ>`°ÕÃi`ÌÀiÞÌ ÃiiÝ«>>ÌÃ>ÃÜi]
and it took practice and diligence to learn which biases were
trapping me in a never ending loop of circular reasoning.
If someone is convinced that they have the right answer,
>`Ì iÞ½Ài>VÌÕ>ÞÜÀ}]Ì iiÛiÀÞ««ÀÌÕÌÞÌ iÞ >Ûi
to gain a better understanding is lost.
7 iÃiiÀiiÃ>Ài}½Ã«ÕÀ«ÀÌi`iÝ«>>ÌÃ
Ì >ÌV>½ÌLi`iÃÌÀ>Ìi`]Ì iÞÃ ÕÌ`Ü«À}ÀiÃÃ°
*À}ÀiÃÃ]iÌ i«À}ÀiÃÃv>ÞÕ}«iÀÃ½ÃiÌ>
}ÀÜÌ ] À Ì i «À}ÀiÃÃ >`i LÞ «i«i w} Ì} vÀ iµÕ>
rights, can all be halted by people that think they have the
À} Ì>ÃÜiÀiÛiÌ Õ} Ì iÞ`½Ì°
Lots and lots of people, like the protester,
think they have the right answer
about queer people, trans people,
>` >LÀÌ° / iÞ½Ài >}
assumptions about subjects
Ì iÞ`½ÌÕ`iÀÃÌ>`°/ Ãi
assumptions are rippling
out and affecting how
we live our lives. Their
assumptions are wrong,
LÕÌ Ì iÞ½Ài «ÀiÛ>}]
>`
Ì iÞ½Ài
>Ì}
progress.
By educating myself
about the fallacies of
religious thinking and how
to use reason and logic,
I gave myself a tool that I
used to challenge the false
assumptions of the protester that
`>Þ°   ``½Ì V >}i Ì i «ÀÌiÃÌiÀ½Ã
`] LÕÌ Ì >Ì Ü>Ã½Ì Ì i «Ì°  Þ
>Ã}Ì iÌº«ÀÛiÌ]»iÝ«Ãi`>yÃÞ
iÝ«>>ÌÌÜ V Ì iÀiÃiÛ`iVi]ºÌ½Ã`½Ã
ÜÀ`°»Ü`iÃ iÜÌ >ÌÃÌ>ÌiiÌÃÌÀÕi¶i`iÃ½Ì°
ÕÌ iLiiÛiÃÌ >ÌÌ½ÃÌÀÕiÃÌÕÃÌLiÌÀÕit7 Þ`iÃ i
LiiÛi Ì¶ iV>ÕÃi Ì½Ã »`½Ã ÜÀ`°» ÌÃ VÀVÕ>À Ài>Ã}]
and circular reasoning is a trap for the mind.
Anyone can learn to use reason as a tool. Reason pierces
the darkness, banishes demons, and quiets haunted spaces.
It opens minds, and returns us to a quiet place where we can
i>Ài«>Ì Þ>` ÜÌÜ>ÃiiÃi½ÃÃ iÃ°ÌVÀi>ÌiÃ
curiosity, and it returns the mystery to questions which we once
believed we had an answer to. Reason and logic contribute to
«À}ÀiÃÃ]>`}ÛiÕÃ>w} Ì}V >ViÌ>i>ÜÀ`Ì >Ì
represents our best selves.

Jay Arch
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If you or someone you know is questioning their beliefs, you
can go to recoveringfromreligion.org
If you want to learn more about how you can help slow the
yÕiVi Ì >Ì Ài} >Ã  ÕÀ }ÛiÀiÌ } Ì ffrf.org
(Freedom From Religion Foundation)

1 Pill a Day HIV Prevention

PrEP at St. Luke’s
The provider you trust.

Get started today, call 484-503-8008
100 N. 3rd Street, 2nd Floor
Easton, PA 18042
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Oscar Wilde BY.BЃIFX4UVSηis

M

atthew Sturgis is the author of acclaimed
biographies and has written for the Times Literary
Supplement, Daily Telegraph and Independent
on Sunday. Recently Sturgis took some time to answer a
few questions about his Oscar Wilde biography as well as
speculate about what Wilde would think about GRINDR,
À>LÜ y>}Ã >` Ü >Ì «ÀÕÃ "ÃV>À ÜÕ` >Ûi
preferred.

Stephen Libby: Tell us a bit about you. How did you
decide to write a biography of Oscar Wilde?
Matthew Sturgis: I have been fascinated by Oscar Wilde
>` Ã ÜÀ ÃVi Þ wÀÃÌ iVÕÌiÀ ÜÌ  Ã ÜÌÌÞ >`
subtly subversive Fairy Tales as a child. And that fascination
has only grown over time. Although he is someone who
>Ã Lii ÕV  ÜÀÌÌi >LÕÌ] Ì iÀi >`½Ì Ài>Þ Lii >
proper cradle-to-the-grave biography of him for about
30 years. And in those intervening decades an enormous
amount of new information had come to light unpublished letters, the full transcript (and the
ÛiÀÞiÝ«VÌÜÌiÃÃÃÌ>ÌiiÌÃ®vÀ ÃwÀÃÌ
trial, thousands of previously unrecovered
newspaper references, and more besides.
All this needed to be brought together,
to enrich our understanding - and
appreciation - of the man. As someone
long interested in Wilde, I realized
that there was a real need for a new
biography.
5.9J[CTGYGUVKNNHCUEKPCVGF|YKVJ
Oscar Wilde after all this time?
-\ "ÃV>À 7`i½Ã «ÀÌ>Vi ÃiiÃ
to grow with every passing year. For
someone who died over 120 years ago,
he remains extraordinarily accessible to us.
Unlike many other great nineteenth-century
w}ÕÀiÃ] Ã ÛVi  >` Ã ÜÌ  >Ài ÃÌ>ÌÞ
i}>}} >` V«Ài iÃLi° 7`i½Ã ÜÀÃ
are still read, his plays performed and enjoyed. And his
epigrams punctuate almost every aspect of modern life. In
the age of Twitter and the chalkboard, and short attention
spans, it is a wonderful thing to be able to distill wisdom
into a sparkling epigram of a dozen or so words.
     7`i½Ã Ü i >ÌÌÌÕ`i Ì Ì i ÜÀ`  Ã `iw>Vi v
convention, his disdain for crass materialism, his courageous
(sometimes reckless) individualism - continues to resonate
strongly with a contemporary audience.
SL: What would Oscar Wilde think of some of the events
VJCV CTG IQKPI QP KP VJG YQTNF| VQFC[! 9JCV YQWNF JG
think of tik tok, reality TV dating shows, “alternative”
facts, GRINDR, Black Lives Matter?
MS: Wilde would certainly have had views on all the
above. But they would be hard to predict. He delighted
in confounding expectations. And, indeed, he often
contradicted himself. This was one of the reasons he loved
Ì i`Õ}ÕivÀÕÃi`vÀ½/ i iV>ÞvÞ}½>`º/ i
ÀÌV>ÃƂÀÌÃÌ½®]>`Ü Þ iÜ>ÃÃÕV >LÀ>Ì«>ÞÜÀ} Ì°
5.9JCVYQWNFJKU|EJQUGPRTQPQWPUDG!9JCVYQWNFJG
VJKPMCDQWVIC[RTKFGRCTCFGUTCKPDQYƃCIUCPFEKTEWKV
parties?
MS: The whole nomenclature and taxonomy of samesex desire was only just beginning to be evolved during
7`i½Ã viÌi° -}Ã] Ã}>Ã] >` >iÃ ÜiÀi > Ì>}
28  iÜ i>}Ã° À ÃÌ>Vi] 7`i½Ã «iÀViÛi`

effeminacy as a young man (his long hair,
his
Vi>Ã >Ûi v>Vi] Ã y««Þ iVÌiÃ®
was
thought to make him dangerously attractive to women.
And, indeed, as a young man, Wilde himself was very
attracted to women. He was happily married; and loved
being a father (to two young sons.) His engagement with
his homosexual nature seems to have been something
that began in his thirties. He found it enormously exciting,
and creatively liberating. In his deep and enduring
attachments to young men such as Robbie Ross and Lord
Alfred Douglas he found great emotional and intellectual
ÃÌÕ>Ì° ÕÌ i>ÃV>iÌw`}Ài>ÌiÝVÌiiÌÌ i
«ÀÃVÕÕÃÕ`iÀÜÀ`v`½ÃÀiÌLÞÃiÛiv]>Ã
i>VÜi`}i`]i¼vi>ÃÌ}ÜÌ «>Ì iÀÃÌ i`>}iÀ
Ü>Ã >vÌ iiÝVÌiiÌ°½
The awful fate that he endured, when - arrested for
>VÌÃv¼}ÀÃÃ`iViVÞ½ÜÌ Û>ÀÕÃÞÕ}i iÜ>Ã
tried, convicted, and sentenced to two years imprisonment,
complicated his views. But he accurately foresaw how
the battle for the acceptance of homosexual love
ÜÕ`«>ÞÕÌ\¼ >Ûi`ÕLÌÜiÃ >Ü]½
he wrote to a gay friend, but the road is long,
>`Ài`ÜÌ ÃÌÀÕÃ>ÀÌÞÀ`Ã°½
SL: What is one misconception about
Oscar Wilde?
-\ 7`i½Ã VÃ«VÕÕÃ LÀ>Vi]
even in his student days, and his
>ÃÃÕÀi`¼`>`Þ½«iÀÃ>]LÃVÕÀiÌ i
fact of how hard he worked to achieve
his successes - and what obstacles
and setbacks he had to overcome. It
should always be remembered that
Ã wÀÃÌ Ài>] >` w>V>] ÃÕVViÃÃ
`` Ì >ÀÀÛi ÕÌ >`Þ 7`iÀiÀi½Ã
Fan in 1892, when he was 37. And that his
previous two plays - the now forgotten Vera
and The Duchess of Padua - had failed to attract
an audience.
SL: What are you working on next?
MS: After the major undertaking of Oscar Wilde, and
«ÀiÛÕÃÞ >Û}ÜÀÌÌiÃÕLÃÌ>Ì>L}À>« iÃvÌ i w
de-siecle artists Aubrey Beardsley and Walter Sickert, I
thought I must try to write a short book. So, I have come
up with a plan for a slender volume of three brief linked
L}À>« V>ÃÌÕ`iÃvÀw}ÕÀiÃvÌ i£näÃi>V i
the sibling of a more famous
brother. There will be
7i
7`i]
"ÃV>À½Ã
hapless elder brother;
>Li i>À`ÃiÞ] ƂÕLÀiÞ½Ã
beautiful
red-headed
sister; and my own greatgreat—uncle,
Howard
Overing Sturgis, a gay
Anglo-American novelist,
who all but gave up writing
after his friend, Henry
James, had criticized his
work, returning instead to
Ã wÀÃÌ Ûi\ iLÀ`iÀÞ°
The book is to be
called, Relative Failures.
Oscar Wilde is available
now from Knopf books

Interview by Stephen Libby
Instagram paulfreemanphotographer

H

aving established himself at the pinnacle of his craft, not
only as a photographer, but as a visual poet and artist, Paul
Àii>½Ã }vÌ Ã Ì w` >` Õ>Ã >i`Þ iÕ}âi Ì i
spirit of a rugged, yet sensitive male beauty. From his compositions and
lighting to the particular texture of his shoot locations, his collections
set a unique and mesmerising tone of sophisticated rawness rarely
achieved in books of the male nude. Freeman grew up in Tasmania,
the small southern island state of Australia. After graduating from
university with a degree in English Literature and History , he moved
to Sydney to study and pursue acting, before taking up photography,
learning his craft at the Australian Centre For Photography.
His nude portraits of men and women, sports stars and actors,
began appearing in the prestigious Black And White Magazine and
in their sister publications, Sport and Blue] >`  Ì i >}>âiÃ½
Olympic books, The Sydney Dream (2000) and The Athens Dream
(2004). Freeman made his mark in fashion and advertising too, with
campaigns for major fashion labels and brands, winning the top
place in international awards, the Cannes Lions and the Clios. www.
paulfreeman.com.au
Stephen Libby: Hi Paul. Congratulations on Ian and
Rock Banned. After twenty plus years, is it still
exciting for you to complete a book/project?
*>ÕÀii>\ÜÕ`½ÌÃ>ÞÃÕV iÝVÌ}
>Ã > Àiiv° 7Ì  i>V  L Ì½Ã }iÌÌ} > ÌÌi
harder. Particularly after the Covid lockdowns I
found it very hard to generate the enthusiasm
>`Ì i`i`V>Ìii`i`ÃÌÜ>Ã`iwÌiÞ
a hard slog this time. The design and editing
«ÀViÃÃÃ>`vwVÕÌÌi>ÌÌ iLiÃÌvÌiÃ]
as there is always a lot of self-doubt about the
work being good enough once you have seen
Ì i« ÌÃ]Ì >ÌiÝVÌi`ÞÕ>ÌwÀÃÌ}>ViÃÝ
months before, a million times.
SL: Do you have a ritual when you have
completed a book?
*\/ iÀi`iÃ½ÌÀi>ÞÃiiÌLi>ÌiÜ i>Ãiv
«ÕLÃ i`LÃiÝ>VÌÞwÃ i`°ÀiÝ>«iÜÞÌÜ
new books are at the printers in Italy, I need to start marketing and
also at the same time stress about the current state of the supply
chain. Once the books are printed they have to be trucked and then
shipped from the port in Italy to destinations around the world, passed
Ì ÀÕ} VÕÃÌÃ]Vi>Ài`>`ÌÀÕVi`>}>ÌvÕwiÌViÌÀiÃ>`
then individually posted out to customers and to stores, Amazon etc
Ã }>LÃ`iwÌiÞÌ ii`vÌ iVÀi>ÌÛi«ÀViÃÃ°"v
all the processes, I probably enjoy that quiet time of a few months
of mulling over the design of a book the best. The other best bits
of being a self publishing photographer are probably at the end of
>Ã ÌViÌ½Ã>V«iÌi`>`Ì iÃÌÀiÃÃ>`>ÝiÌÞ >ÃLii
Ài«>Vi` LÞ iÝ >ÕÃÌ LÕÌ Ü} ÞÕ½Ûi }Ì ÃiÌ } ¼ Ì i
V>½]>`Ì iÌ iÛiÀÞwÀÃÌi`Ìvi>V Ã ÌÜ iÀiÞÕ>Ài}
vÀÌ iwÀÃÌÌi>ÌÌ iÜÀ°
SL: You have been called an “important and astute recorder of
the contemporary male nude”. That seems like a lot of pressure.
Seriously, do you ever feel like just phoning it in and then you’re
NKMG nQJ UJKV + ECPoV| RJQPG KV KP +oO HWEMKPI 2CWN (TGGOCP VJG
astute recorder of the contemporary nude...
PF: That was a lovely thing that that interviewer said, and which
ÀiÃ>Ìi` ÜÌ  i]  «>ÀÌ LiV>ÕÃi ½ `iwÌiÞ Ì Ì i ` v
«iÀÃÌ >ÌV>« i>ÞÌ } > >°½`iwÌiÞ>ÃÌÕÌi° >
the one that puts the unnecessary pressure on me and have always
`i°w`iÛiÀÞ«>ÀÌvÌ iÃ Ì}«ÀViÃÃµÕÌi>V >i}i>`
full of angst and anxiety about doing the best possible work that I can
`°Ƃ`Ì >Ì`iÃ½ÌÃiiÌ >ÛiV >}i`ÛiÀÌ iÞi>ÀÃ° ÛiÜÌ 
ÓäLÃwÃ i`>ÛiÀÞÃivVÀÌV>>``i>`}°-iÌiÃ

Ü i«VÕ«>LÌ >Ì½Ûi`i>`Ì >Ì  >Ûi½Ìi`>ÌvÀ
>}ÌiÜLi«i>Ã>ÌÞÃÕÀ«ÀÃi`vw`ÃiÀ>ÌvÌ i
ÜÀ}`°½`iwÌiÞw`Ì }ÃÌ >ÌÜÕ`iÌV >}i°
SL: What are some of the things that have surprised you through
your career?
*\/ iµÕiÃÌ¼ Ü``}iÌ iÀi¶t½ViÃÌ`t}À>`Õ>Ìi`
from uni with a history and English degree then took acting classes and
pursued acting, somehow segueing into photography, as a creative
outlet in my late 20s. I had won my school art prize and being an
often out of work actor left me in need of creating something. When
I started photography and worked for different magazines I gradually
gravitated towards the male nude but not really with any idea that I
could make a living out of that and be able to do it in a way that was
satisfying creatively.
SL: What is your favorite perk of being a world renowned
photographer?
*\Ì½ÃÃÕV i>ÃiÀÌw`}Ài>ÌiÌ« Ì}À>« ViÞÕ >Ûi
a body of work. The hard slog of trying to convince somebody to let
you shoot them is a thing of the past. Wherever they will pose naked
is another thing.
SL: I’m guessing some people think your life is a constant orgy of
watching/posing/photographing naked men. What does a regular
PQPRTQHGUUKQPCNFC[NQQMNKMGHQT[QW!|
PF: When you run a small male nude book
«ÕLÃ } LÕÃiÃÃÌ iÀiÃ½ÌÀi>ÞÃÕV >Ì }>Ã
a day off. Even when I travel, ostensibly to have
a break from being around my desk, I end up
arranging shoots, and meetings, and have to
attend to emails and orders etc every day in any
V>Ãi°-`½ÌÀi>ÞviiiÌ iÀi>Ài>Þ
non-professional days. The actual shooting of
naked men is really quite a surprisingly small
part of the whole thing. If I could just be an
Annie Leibowitz or a Bruce Webber and have
a team of people organising everything until I
have to come and hold the camera that would
be amazing! Then I could rely on other people
to run around and I could actually take some time
off just to let my head clear.
SL: What is one important thing you realized from
covid lockdown? About yourself? About people you
love? About the world?
*\ "  Þ }`iÃÃt / >Ì ÜÕ` Ì>i > Ü i V >«ÌiÀ° ÀiyÞ] 
realised that working mostly alone, and living alone, and not really
Ý}Ü`iÀÃViÌÞÌ >ÌvÌi]V`ÜÃ``½ÌÃÕV >vviVÌ
my lifestyle but the actual government order to stay at home and to
lockdown was against every bone in my body and I hated it. I was
disconnected from nearly all my family, that is quite scattered and, for
example missed an entire three years of being with my two American
nephews as they grew from boyhood into teenagers and taller than
me , and their mother , my sister. I guess I went into some kind of
lethargy/ depression and my creative free spirit suffered for sure. I also
``½Ì Ài>Ãi Ü ÕV  ÃViÌiÃ  Ì i ÜiÃÌ >` V >}i` >ÀÕ`
me. Everyone around me seemed to love the safetyism of being
protected by the government where I hated it. I think part of it was
that having lived through AIDS in the earliest days when you could
catch something somehow that there was 100% chance of you dying
from, and the trauma of that, then nothing comes close. Certainly not
a virus with a well over 99 percent chance of survival for my age group
>`wÌiÃÃ>`>>ÛiÀ>}i>}iv`i>Ì  } iÀÌ >viiÝ«iVÌ>VÞ°
I had confronted death from a virus seriously at 21 /22 so it massively
shocked me when we went the lockdown route with this one. .
SL: What is on the horizon for you after these books?
PF: A few trips to see some family!! And then pretty much more of
the same thankfully. I realise that I am incredibly lucky to do what I
do and I have to remind myself all the time of that and appreciate it.
Sometimes I get so caught up in all the minutia and detail of the hard
slog of self-publishing that I forget to stop and smell the roses!!
29

30

Paul Freeman's books Ian and Rock Banned
are available everywhere now!
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PENNSYLVANIA LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

JOHN FETTERMAN
IS RUNNING FOR THE US SENATE

Interview by Stephen Libby
Stephen Libby: First, tell us what you want us to know about
your run for the US Senate and why this is such an important
GNGEVKQP|
John Fetterman: “This is the most important Senate race in the
country. This is the race that could decide control of the Senate,
the race that could decide whether we can get rid of the filibuster
and get shit done for the people of this country–from raising the
minimum wage to standing up to big pharma to lower prescription
drug costs. My opponent, Dr. Oz, doesn’t care about the people
across Pennsylvania who are hurting. He has repeatedly sold out
Pennsylvanians to benefit himself and his multimillionaire friends
and he’d do the same in the Senate.
“This election, LGBTQ+ rights as basic as marriage equality
are on the ballot. I’ll always support the LGBTQ+ community and
fight against anyone who tries to roll back these critical rights.
This includes Pat Toomey, the guy I’m running to replace, who
remains ‘undecided’ on whether to support a bipartisan law to
defend the right to a same-sex marriage.
“Dr. Oz gave advocates of so-called “conversion
therapy” a national platform on his television show,
praised “Don’t Say Gay” bills, and denied causes of
suicide risk to trans youth. He cannot be trusted
to stand up for LGBTQ+ Pennsylvanians.”
“When it comes to LGBTQ+ rights, I will
be very clear where I stand – in favor of
Equal Protection Under the Law, always.
As Lieutenant Governor, I have also fought
for state and local laws to prohibit antiLGBTQ+ discrimination, hosted a same-sex
wedding when a wedding venue refused
to do so, joined with lieutenant governors
across the country to urge the lifting of
restrictions on LGBTQ+ men from giving
blood, and fought for equality for LGBTQ+
couples in the provision of adoption services.
As your next Senator, not only would I proudly and
swiftly vote to pass the Respect for Marriage Act,
but I will vote to scrap the filibuster so we can finally
pass legislation to advance LGBTQ+ rights like the Equality Act
to explicitly guarantee LGBTQ+ Americans are protected from
discrimination; the BE HEARD Act to strengthen protections in
the workplace for LGBTQ+ and others; and the Fair and Equal
Housing Act to ensure the LGBTQ+ community is protected from
discrimination in housing.”
SL: Everyone is concerned about your health. What can you
tell us to put our minds at ease?
JF: “I’m feeling really well and doing great. My doctor has given
me the all-clear that I am fit to serve, and I would not continue in
this campaign if I didn’t believe that I could win this race and do
the job. It’s so important to flip this seat blue, and I’ll keep doing
the work to make that a reality in November. I’ve begun in-person
campaign events and will continue to do more and more leading
into the summer and the fall.”
SL: In light of the supreme court recently overturning Roe, and
Clarence Thomas’ remarks, what can the LGBTQ+ community
do to protect our rights?
JF: “In 2013, I officiated a marriage for Bill Gray and John
Kandray in my unfinished loft, spontaneously, with only hours to
prepare. I was the first elected official in western Pennsylvania to
start officiating same-sex marriages in defiance of Pennsylvania’s
same-sex marriage ban because I believed it was the right
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thing to do, despite the threat of legal action from the former
Governor.
“I was one of few people in Pennsylvania – and literally the
only elected official in western Pennsylvania – who would ignore
the state law and officiate same-sex weddings. Bill and John had
driven across Pennsylvania to Montgomery County, where a clerk
was willing to sign same-sex marriage licenses, and back. They
didn’t want to wait until the weekend, and I couldn’t blame them.
They had been waiting for this moment for over a decade. So we
held the ceremony on a Monday night right after work.
“I put on my finest cargo shorts and black Dickies work shirt,
picked up a rainbow cake from Costco, and we had ourselves a
wedding surrounded by their family and friends.
“For anyone who was there that night or saw the wedding on
the news, it was impossible not to see the joy on Bill and John’s
faces and deny that their love was just as pure, just as valid as
anyone else’s. The event had a profound impact on me, and it was
such a special moment.
“I bring this story up because Clarence Thomas made clear in
his opinion that he wants to tear away federal protections of Bill
and John’s right to exist as a married couple. It’s horrifying.
“As Lieutenant Governor, I have tried my best to
use my office as a bully pulpit to fight for LGBTQ+
issues–and I am forever grateful for the solidarity
the LGBTQ+ community has always shown me,
and for your hard work tirelessly organizing
and electing candidates up and down the
ballot to fight for a stronger, more inclusive
PA.
“Unfortunately the LGBTQ+ community
still faces discrimination in the workplace,
in healthcare settings, when trying to
obtain housing, and in the criminal justice
system among other areas. The LGBTQ+
community has also become subject to
alarming increases in violence, particularly
against Black and Brown transgender women, as
a result of lacking protection at the highest levels
of government. From using my office as a bully pulpit
to championing specific legislation to remedy these
injustices, I have been proud to stand as an ally with communities
that are too often marginalized. “
SL: We live in extremely divisive times. Why should Republicans
consider voting for you and what is your plan to reunite us as
CUVCVG!|
JF: “I am always going to meet people where they are, talk about
the issues, and be honest. Many people respect that and will
always know where I stand, whether they agree or not. The issues
I am running on are not left or right -- they are just common sense.
Things like expanded broadband for rural communities, making
more shit in America and expanding production here, raising the
minimum wage, expanding healthcare access, and others are
supported by people on all ends of the political spectrum.”
“Over my career, I have traveled to all 67 Pennsylvania counties
multiple times–from Butler to Bucks and everywhere in between.
There’s a lot of great towns across Pennsylvania where the people
living there feel like their best days were a generation ago. No
community deserves to be left behind, no one deserves to be
abandoned. And every place matters. I’m running to fight for all
of them.”
TW: @JohnFetterman FB: JohnFettermanPA
IG: JohnFetterman
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Treatment (ART) helps me and others
with HIV stay healthy and undetectable
so we can keep shining bright as our true
selves without limits or worry.

YOUR HIV STATUS DOESN'T DEFINE YOU

Find the right care
provider for you at

In 2016, Prevention Access launched the U=U
(Undetectable = Untransmittable) campaign, a
movement that aims to raise awareness about
HIV transmission, promote treatment plans and
educate on prevention methods. Since then,
U=U has been recognized by the global medical
and scientific community as a motto that has
changed lives, broken stigmas, and stopped
transmissions. But what does U=U really mean?

The Meaning of Undetectable
& Untransmittable HIV
Early diagnosis and treatment of HIV are
crucial to prevent the spread of the virus and to
achieve viral load suppression, the reduction of
HIV in the body to undetectable levels.
Therefore, if you are an individual living with

Ȑ

HIV and the virus levels in your body are
neutralized by effective ART (antiretroviral
therapy) treatment, HIV becomes untransmittable, and the risk of contagion nonexistent.

Undetectable=
Untransmittable
For

decades,

doctors

and

scientists

researched and found evidence that high
viral loads were at the center of increased
HIV transmission rates. In the mid-’90s,
major advances in antiretroviral therapy
proved that a triple-drug treatment could
durably suppress the virus to minimal
levels.

Staying Undetectable
Antiretroviral medicines do not cure HIV, but
they can control it. Properly following ART
treatment, as prescribed by a healthcare
provider, will decrease an individual’s viral load
to very low levels and could render it undetectable over time. Starting treatment as soon as
possible is crucial to effectively stop the virus
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from multiplying.

Learn More About U=U by Visiting
One of Our PA Locations
If you believe you may have contracted HIV, it
is vital that you visit a trained provider as soon
as possible to get tested and start ART. The
team of qualified, experienced staff at Novus is
committed to providing high-quality care for
each patient throughout every visit.
Patience is key; take into account that, for the
virus to be considered untransmittable, an
individual living with HIV will need to be

Contact us today to request an appointment at
one of our five locations; we look forward to
meeting you.

undetectable for six months – typically, a
minimum of two viral load tests will be taken
over this period of time to assess the status of
the infection. If you are an individual living
with HIV, don’t forget to take your medicines
as directed and visit your doctor frequently for
checkups, it could save lives!

YOUR HIV STATUS DOESN'T DEFINE YOU.

Find the right care
provider for you at

MICHAEL

FEINSTEIN
INTERVIEW BY STEPHEN LIBBY
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Michael Feinstein: Hi, it's Michael.
Stephen Libby: Hi Michael. How was your Fourth of July
holiday?
MF: It was nice and relaxing. I spent it with friends
SL: Since you are the keeper of the American Songbook,
I imagined you playing all the standards, dressed in a red,
white & blue tuxedo.
\`½ÌÜ>ÌÌÀÕÌ >ÌÛÃvÀÞÕ°
SL: You have a few projects going on right now. Let's start
with Gershwin Country. How did this duets album happen?
MF: You might say that it started with Maya Angelou a number
of years ago when I was visiting her at her home, in WinstonSalem. We were very good friends and Maya loved and
embraced all different kinds of music, and she had a particular
love for country music. She started playing me different country
songs and gave me an awareness of the country genre that, as
well as I knew country, hadn't sort of sunk in.
SL: What makes Gershwin and country a good mix?
MF: It was after that time I realized that country music is the last
bastion of great storytelling in lyrics and singers who know how
to tell the story and how to interpret a lyric. When I told her I
would like to do a country project someday, Maya generously
offered to be a producer. Eventually she passed away and the
idea fell by the wayside until one day in a morning reverie, I
woke up with this crazy idea of combining the classic Gershwin
songs with a country or Nashville Sound. The idea of working
with a Nashville band was very exciting for me because the
musicians are so facile and responsive. Working with Nashville
musicians, they can adapt and change key or do an extension
on a song or anything that you collectively work out in the
studio, they can instantly realize. So, I pursued the idea and
started to ask different friends if they might consider dueting
with me on the project.
SL: How did you select your duet partners for the album?
\/ iwÀÃÌ«iÀÃ>««À>V i`Ü>Ã À>`*>ÃiÞ]LiV>ÕÃi
I'd met him socially through some friends and he immediately
said yes. Then I asked Dolly Parton, whom I'd met at Roddy
V Ü>½Ã ÕÃi >Þ Þi>ÀÃ i>ÀiÀ] >` Ã i Ã>` ÞiÃ° Ƃ`
after Brad and Dolly said yes, most of the other artists also said
ÞiÃ°ÌÜ>Ã>ÛiÀÞ`vwVÕÌ«ÀViÃÃv`}Ì i«À«iÀV>ÃÌ}
vÀÌ iÀiVÀ`}>`w`}Ì iÀ} ÌÃ}Ã>`Ì iw}ÕÀ}
out the vocal routines. A female voice that sings in a different
range would combine with my voice in a male range and such.
Yet, it turned out exactly as I had hoped it would turn out to be.
It has an authenticity to it. I think that makes it a recording that
exists for the right purpose. I say that because so many duet
recordings, from my cynical point of view, are put together
for the sake of combining a couple of artists to sell more
recordings. This is the opposite of that. And that I was looking
only in artistic terms to create something that I felt would
amplify the Gershwin. The perception of the Gershwin catalog
would give me an opportunity to sing with these great artists
and with a Nashville band and would also introduce people
who have no idea who the Gershwins were. I wanted them to
simply hear the recording and see if they would respond to it
or not. And the response has been tremendous because there
are many people who listen to it because of the duet artists,
including Rosanne Cash and Lyle Lovett and Lee Ann Womack
who, not incidentally, sang at Maya Angelou's funeral. Alison
Krauss, etc...
So, it has been a great experience for me to be able to grow
artistically and discover a new audience along the way and to

have created something that I think is timeless. This is the kind
of recording that's the opposite of pop in that I think it'll be
just as valid if somebody listens to it a hundred years from now.
Well, except let's use the artists. Liza Minnelli was the executive
producer on the Gershwin country recording, and she, when I
told her about the project, asked if she could participate. And
I thought, why not? She is the goddaughter of Ira Gershwin
and named after the Gershwin song Liza. I met her father years
before I met Liza at the Gershwin Home and her mother, Judy
Garland, made a movie called Girl Crazy, in which she sang
a number of great Gershwin standards. And so, Liza was key
in helping to cast the recording and picked songs. And even
though she wasn't intended to sing on it, we ended up doing
a duet as a bonus track of Embraceable You because it was her
father's favorite song, and her mother sang it in Crazy Girl.
SL: What can we expect from the Judy Garland Centennial
Show?
MF: One of the reasons I wanted to do a Judy Garland
celebration is because I wanted to celebrate her art and her
musical legacy and that too many people focus on the sad or
negative aspects of her existence. And to me, that is incidental
to the great art that she left us, having known and met literally
hundreds of people who knew her. There is a through line
and that is that Judy Garland was by all accounts the funniest
person they ever met and used her art to try and uplift other
people. In this show, I sing a lot of her classic songs, as well as a
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few lesser-known things that were created for her, all put in the
context that tell her story. It's a multimedia show, and I was able
to draw on a collection of over 7000 photographs supplied by
the Garland historian John Faruqui and the Garland family. The
show was done with the blessing of her three children and is
incredibly rich musically because it's impossible to encompass
her career in one show with all the great songs that are
ViVÌi`ÜÌ  iÀ°ƂÌwÀÃÌ]Ü>ÃÀ>Ì iÀÌiÀÀwi`>ÌÌ iÌ Õ} Ì
of celebrating Judy Garland because she is larger than life. Yet
I realized that being a man, it gave me a certain advantage in
that I wouldn't be compared to her vocally as a female singer
might be. The show also has home movies that were supplied
by the family and a very special recording of Judy Garland's
voice that I discovered a few years ago. I was in a home that
once belonged to Judy Garland, and as I was walking through
the living room, I had this impulse to go over to this wall. I don't
know why. I pushed on the wall, put my hand on it, and it was
a fake wall, and it opened up. And behind it were these home
recordings. They were not labeled, and I didn't know what they
were when I brought them back to my house and put them on
my 78 RPM turntable. They turned out to be home recordings
of Judy Garland speaking and singing. One of the songs that
she sang a cappella without accompaniment is I'll Be Seeing
You. That is a great standard that became popular during the
Second World War. And amazingly, Judy Garland never publicly
sang it nor recorded it. Yet, in retrospect, it seems like it would
have been a no brainer for her to sing. So, I accompany her
singing. I accompany her at the piano while she sings, I'll be
Seeing You. To me, it's one of the highlights of the show.
SL: Why are we still fascinated by Judy Garland?
MF: I think that we're still fascinated by her, because when
iÃiiÃ iÀwÃ]ÞÕÃii>Ì>iÌÌ >ÌÃÃiÀÕÃÌ >ÌÌ
still has tremendous energy and resonance. She pops off the
screen. Roger Edens, who was her mentor and coach at MGM
for her entire tenure at that studio, said that movie musicals
were created for Judy Garland. She elevated the art, all of
the people who worked with her and for her climb to greater
heights in the creation of songs and scripts and choreography
for her because she was so spectacular. They knew that she
could realize whatever it was that they conceived. And so,
there is an honesty and truthfulness to her art that transcends
the time in which it was created.
SL: What are some personal highlights from your 35 plus
year career?
MF: Golly, there are so many things for which I am grateful.
When I made my debut at the Algonquin Hotel in January of
1936, it was a change. It was a sea change for me because I
primarily worked at piano bars before that, and I loved working
at piano bars and did it for ten years. It's the place where I
learned most of what I know about performing. That and the
time I spent with Ira Gershwin. But playing at the Algonquin
Ìi Ü>Ã Ì i wÀÃÌ >À >Ì> «ÕLVÌÞ Ì >Ì ¿` }ÌÌi]
so that's a highlight. Working with Ira Gershwin for six years
was my college education and allowed me to meet so many
people whose work I idolized, including Liza. And oh gosh, the
list is so long. And the people I met through the Gershwins,
Leonard Bernstein, Betty Comden and Adolph Green, Lauren
Bacall, the great conductor, Andre Castellanos, so many other
songwriters such as Harold Arlen. I spoke to Irving Berlin on the
phone once. He was reclusive, and just to speak to him was a
Ì À°*>Þ}>Ì ÕV} >*>>ViÜ>Ã>Ì À°/ iwÀÃÌÌi
I played at the Hollywood Bowl was a very special thing.
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Singing with Rosemary Clooney and traveling and performing
with her in various concerts will always be a career highlight.
Singing with Nancy Wilson, Debbie Reynolds, Elaine Stritch.
Those collaborations are near and dear to my heart. And being
able to make records, to make recordings that will be around
long after I'm gone, hopefully. It's given me the rare gift of
being able to leave something behind.
SL: What words of wisdom, advice can you offer young
people who dream of a career like yours?
MF: I don't know if it's possible to have a career like mine
anymore singing this kind of music. But maybe it is. I hope it
is. The Great American Songbook Foundation that I created
about a dozen years ago offers an annual High School
Songbook Academy, where I met a lot of high school students
who are interested in a career singing songs. Some of them
are interested in Broadway, but many of them just want to be
singers like me. And I tell them that the most important thing
>Ì Ì i ÕÌÃiÌ Ã Ì i Ì iÀ >ÀÌ] Ì w` «>ViÃ Ì Ã}° 9Õ
can take classes, music classes and singing classes. And of
course, you have to have some kind of natural or innate ability
to start with. But assuming one has a raw talent. Performing
is the thing. You can't just stay in college or keep going in
the scholastic realm because if you are a performer, you have
to get out in front of people to learn how to communicate
your art to them. There are technical things one learns. You
learn how to hold an audience. You learn about what to do in
between songs. You learn about what to say. You learn about
putting a list of songs together. And it goes on and on. And
so, the regularity of being able to perform in any given spot
is essential. I think even if one has to go to a retirement home
and play for old folks, that can be very valuable. I used to go
to convalescent homes twice a week and play for the residents
LiV>ÕÃi`ÃVÛiÀi`Ì >Ìi`iÀÞ«i«i >ÛiwÌiÀ°-]ÞÕ
w`ÕÌÃÌ>ÌÞÜ iÌ iÀÌ iÞiÌÀÌ iÞ`¿Ì°Ƃ`ÌV>
be crushing. But it also was one of the most valuable lessons I
iÛiÀ >`°Ì¿ÃÕÃÌw`}«>ViÃÌÜÀ°
SL: What does your perfect day look like?
MF: Well, sleeping late is, uh, is what I normally do because
I'm often awake into the wee small hours. I love to walk in
the arroyo here in Pasadena or when I'm in Indiana on the
Monaghan trail, or when in New York in Central Park. Because
connecting with nature and raising the pulse is important to
}iÌÌ iVÀi>ÌÛiÕViÃyÜ}°Ì iÜ`ÃiÃÀÌvÜÀ
if it's writing music or cataloguing, practicing the piano. I don't
practice the piano a lot because a lot of my musical preparation
happens in the brain. But I still have to get to the keyboard
here and there to keep my chops up, as they say. I also enjoy
social gatherings with friends at night. If there's a fun club to
go to, I'll enjoy that. Even though most places are too loud for
me and the kind of music that I like to hear is more eclectic than
people might think. I do like a certain amount of well-crafted
pop music. But clubs can be dicey. There used to be so many
amazing singers and pianists in piano bars in every city, and
that has largely vanished. And I miss that. But going out and
seeing other artists is also a valuable thing to do, in addition to
often being fun.
SL: Thank you for your time and sharing your music. I look
forward to seeing you at Zoellner in November.
MF: Looking forward to Lehigh and doing the Get Happy show.
See you then.

www.michaelfeinstein.com
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We’re raising the bar for active retirement living! Our team is ready to help you
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Corinne: I’ve got to get the Jeopardy! stuff out of the way
early. So, if there's one thing that you want us to know
about your Jeopardy! experience what would it be?
Amy: I guess it would be just how great everybody there was. I
went in with some apprehension. Not that anybody was going
to be terrible or anything like that...that there'd be any kind of
awkwardness, and they were just fantastic.
     / iÞ ``½Ì >i >Þ ÀiviÀiVi Ì i Li} /À>Ã ÕÌ
I brought it up, and they were clearly happy to not ever do
that if I didn't want them to. They really did just treat me like
everyone else. I was just another contestant.
I was really - not totally shocked - but I was pleasantly
surprised, that it was as good as it was.
Corinne: That's awesome. I know that you spent over
a decade, trying to audition to get on the show. That
persistence is something to be admired. Can you tell me
a little bit about how persistence has helped you in other
ways?
Amy: Yeah. It wasn't like a huge time investment in that you can
only really try out once a year. But I guess I did spend a lot of
time studying throughout that [period].
I don't think of myself as persistent. I look back in my life,
and I beat myself up [because] I haven't pushed various things
as far as I should. Like even now, I haven't written as much of
this book as I should, and other things like that. But I don't have
>Þ`ÕLÌÌ >Ì¿}}ÌwÃ Ì iL°
I can't always motivate myself to be persistent on things that
I don't personally care about, but if I care, then I stick with it.
Corinne: In my case, as a person of trans experience, and
I'm guessing for you potentially as well, “Persistence” is
sort of like our middle name in many ways, right?
Amy: You work through so many obstacles and so many
challenges to get to where you need to be. Transitioning is
Interview by Corinne Goodwin
sort of intimidating. Not just for emotional reasons, but just for
Photo by 5GCP$NCEM "UGCPDNCEMQHƂEKCN
the amount of work it takes. Like all the stuff that that you have
Corinne: Congratulations on winning Jeopardy! It was very to change. [There are] so many things about your life, just so
exciting for us all to watch. I imagine your life has changed many people you have to renegotiate a relationship with. You
just a little bit since the show. So, tell me a little bit about have to start dealing with doctors and hormones and things
that.
like that. It's just a lot to do. It's a big task to take on apart from
Amy: Yeah. It's been, quite dramatic - things like going to the anything else.
White House and doing speaking engagements. I counted Corinne: Yeah. I think people underestimate the amount of
ÃiÌ } i Óä y} ÌÃ Ì Ã Þi>À] Ü V  Ã > Ì°  Ì  ÕÃÌ work involved. It’s not like you wake up on a Tuesday, and
having a bit of a platform and people listening to what I have say “Oh, I'm going to transition” and then on Wednesday
to say is good and also frightening.
it's done. I don't think people realize that this is a lifelong
Corinne: It must feel a little empowering and exciting.
process that really never stops.
Amy: Yeah, I think I've started feeling a bit more comfortable ƂÞ\ ƂLÃÕÌiÞ° /À>ÃÌ Ã½Ì > i`ÃÌ>Ìi° 9Õ¿Ài iÛiÀ
ÜÌ Ì°-ÀÌvw}ÕÀ}ÕÌ>ÌÌiLÌÀi>LÕÌÜ >ÌÜ >Ì done. You're never “transitioned.” You're just always in that
I want to say, how much I want to say. Things like that and process.
w`}ÞÃ«ÌÃ>ÌÌiLÌ°-Ì >Ì¿ÃLiivÕ°
w>ÞV>iÕÌxÞi>ÀÃ>}]LÕÌÃÌ>ÀÌi`Ì }>LÕÌÌ
The other thing that I've been doing is writing a book, and maybe 6 or 7 years prior. Then when I really, decided that I was
that's sort of my main priority even [though] I don't wind up going to be doing this it was about 8 months of getting myself
spending that much time on it with everything else going on, emotionally ready - planning, thinking everything through, and
but it's kind of what I'm most excited about right now.
trying to prepare. Yeah, it takes a while.
Corinne: Great! Tell me about the book.
Corinne: One of the things that our organization does is we
Amy: It's going to be an essay collection slash memoir. I didn't help people with legal name changes, which in Pennsylvania
want to just talk about my life, I wanted to talk about things is an ordeal. Often people think that when they are done
Ì >Ìw`ÌiÀiÃÌ}°ÞviÃivÌ ÃiÌ }Ã]LÕÌÌ¿ÃÌ with court, it's done. But it’s not like that because you have
the only one.
to get your ID done and your bank accounts and your 401K
The chapter I'm working on now is about the television show and so much more.
“Daria,” for example. That it was a very important part of my Amy: And your passport! Yeah, it's one of these things where
life. But it's mainly just talking about the show and why I like it I've just come down to understanding that, while I'm never
so much.
going to like my dead name, it will always be with me. I had it
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for 35 years. It's in too many databases and too many places.
That's just how it is, and I've pretty much made my peace with
it. It's also something that - now that I've been transitioned for
5 years - holds a lot less weight for me. It's just a memory from
the past and it doesn't feel as painful as it did in the beginning.
Corinne: I think that for many people of trans experience
there is sort of a dividing line between your past and your
present. But I know for myself, that person in the past has
helped mold me.
Amy: Yeah, and that's something I completely agree with. Over
the last year, I am kind of like reintegrating my old self and my
new self. For a while, it was hard for me to feel connected to
the life I used to live and to see that as still being me. I was just
like “that's how it is” and then I eventually realized that doesn't
feel good, and I have to, you know, make my peace with my
entire life and see it all is one story.
Corinne: In doing my research for this interview, I read
somewhere that you said “Everybody has a coming out
story.” Can you talk a little bit more about that concept?
Amy: [Initially] it was something that was just kind of a joke that everybody should come out because it's such a rewarding
experience. But then I started thinking about different things
that I've seen. Like, a woman in a diversity and inclusion group
that I was with - she was this white woman but then told
everybody what she that she had immigrated from Sweden as
a child, and that while she wasn't claiming that was like some
huge thing, it was something that was important to her for
people to understand - that she was an immigrant. And so, I
began thinking of something like that, as a coming out.
Corinne: There's all sorts of things that might be traumatic
or dramatic in people’s lives…
Amy: Right. Another example that I've given is a woman who
comes out as not wanting kids [who has] been reluctant to say
Ã>`w>ÞÕÃÌViÃÕÌ>`Ã>ÞÃÌ ÃÃ>Ü>ÞÃÜ >Ì¿Ûi
been.
Corinne: I think that's an important thing for us to recognize
– that everybody has something. Especially these days
when the Trans Community really is under attack in very
real ways, the question is “how do we create empathy
for our community?” and maybe that is about us reaching
out and trying to understand the trauma or challenges or
FKHƂEWNVKGUQHQVJGTU
Amy: Yeah. You know, the main obstacle that trans people face,
as I've learned, is not so much active hatred but that the bulk
of the people that aren't sympathetic to us just because we're
an “other.” So, anything we can do to help people understand
that we're just part of the same community as everyone - that
we're not some separate group that only talk[s] to other trans
people and has our own meetings and things like that - that
we're just part of the community like everyone.
%QTKPPG 5Q CU C RWDNKE ƂIWTG [QW JCXG EGTVCKPN[
encountered your fair share of trolling and hate speech.
How have you been dealing with that?
Amy: Yeah. I think the main thing is ignoring it wherever possible
>ÃÕV >ÃV>°7 V Ü>Ã >À`>ÌwÀÃÌ°Ì¿ÃÃÌi«Ì}Ì
see that stuff and almost seek it out. There's this kind of like
Ãiv`iÃÌÀÕVÌÛiÌ }Ì >ÌÜ>ÌÃÌ`vw`Ì°
But it doesn't do me any good if there's nothing I can
do to engage with these people or change their minds about
anything. So, the main thing for me is when that happens, I
ÀiyiVÌÌ iv>VÌÌ >Ì¿Ûi i>À`Ã>ÞÌ iÀÃÌÀiÃvÞ
Jeopardy! run making a difference in the lives of trans people

and in the lives of people who didn't necessarily understand
trans people before, and kind of leading them to a better
understanding.
So, just by being on the show, I absolutely undermined all
those trolls. It's like I already had my revenge, if you will, and I
can just do my best to let it go.
Corinne: So, we talked a little bit about the book. But what
else is on your agenda? Will you be going back to the White
House again?
ƂÞ\vÌ iÞÛÌiit½Ûi`iwÌiÞ >`>yÕÀÀÞvÌ }Ã`ÕÀ}
the past 5 months. I was honored with a group of other LGBTQ
people at the State capital which was really cool. Thankfully,
that's slowing down a little bit. It is giving me time to get back
to this book, and also there's a couple other projects that I've
been talking with people about. There's a podcast that's not
w>âi`ÞiÌ]LÕÌÃiiÃiÌ¿ÃÀi>Þ}}ÌLi >««i}°
That'll probably be coming out next year.
I've also got a project that that may or may not happen, but
we're going to test it out. It revolves around me reading Tarot,
which is something that I've liked for years and years and really
excites me because [it] doesn't have anything to do with trivia.
Corinne: So, what are you going to talk about on the
Podcast?
ƂÞ\ Ì½Ã «ÀL>LÞ }} Ì Li > }>i Ã Ü ÌÞ«i *`V>ÃÌ°
Basically, I'm a cast member - kind of semi hosting it. I will
Ã>ÞÌ >Ì½Ûi >`>Ìv«i«iÜ>Ì}Ì`ÃiÌ }i
that with me. Obviously, that's what I'm known for, and it really
made me think about what do I want in a show associated with
me? I was thinking I don't want it to be like some of these
shows - like “The Weakest Link” – [that have] negativity and
trash talking and things like that. I didn't want that.
So, I started thinking about, ideally, what I'd like, and I think
Ì ÃÃ}}Ì «ivÕÞÜÀÕÌÌ iÜ>Þ½iÛÃ}Ì
as something that tests people's collaborative abilities along
with their trivia abilities. Soft skill type things - like you have to
be able to get along with people and know a bunch of trivia,
because those 2 skill sets don't always hold together, right?
Corinne: That sounds like a lot of fun! I’ve got to think that
winning a million-plus dollars has got to be one of those
things that gives you the opportunity for the freedom of
saying, “All right, this is what I want to do or not next.”
Amy: You know I quit my day job and started doing projects
that I was interested in.
It is a lot of money but in the Bay Area, and after taxes it's
Ì i ½ ÃiÌ vÀ vi] iViÃÃ>ÀÞ° -] ¿ Ài>Þ vVÕÃi` 
getting this to be something sustainable, so that I can keep
doing things that interest me.
Corinne: That's awesome! It has been fun chatting with you and
whether intended to or not, I want to thank you for really being
a great example for our community. You have been making a
big difference.

"Anything we can do to help
people understand that
we're just part of the same
community as everyone."
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Stephen Libby: Give us a little back-story. Where did
you grow up? And what was that like for you as a
gay kid?
Steven Brinberg: I grew up in the Bronx (Riverdale).
School was not easy. In fact, I just found my diary from
when I was 11 and there is a lot about being bullied and
not showing up to gym class because of it. Though even
then, I had a great sense of humor and joked about it
too.
SL: How did you get started performing as Barbra
Streisand?
SB: I was singing and acting as myself and had a bit
in my act where I did other voices (I still do my other
voices within my Barbra shows including Cher, Julie
Andrews, Anthony Newley and lately Gillian Anderson
as Thatcher). Barbra got such a great response that the
}ÕÞÜ À>Ì iwÀÃÌVÕL``Ì>ÌÃ>`¸Ü Þ`¿ÌÞÕ
do a whole Barbra show?" We booked
a month of shows and I've been
doing it ever since!!
SL: How long does it take to
prepare? Make-up, getting
in costume etc?
SB: I like to allow 90
minutes to get made
up. I'm not that talented
at makeup and marvel
at those who are! Having
someone else do it is always
preferred. Getting dressed
is easier though once the
nails are on. I can't go to the
bathroom...unless
someone

VERY close to me wants to help!!!
SL: What are your favorite songs to perform?
SB: Barbra's songs from the 60's and 70's are my favorite
period of hers. I sing her hits as well as songs she hasn't
sung…yet. One song I did she later did record and note
for note, it was how I imagined it.
SL: Have you had any feedback from Barbra?
SB: Her manager hired me to sing at Donna Karan's
birthday party when she couldn't attend. She even
directed my performance over the phone through a
mutual friend. She's aware that I'm a great fan and not
mean, though I do poke fun at her...gently.
SL: What do you do when you're not performing as
one of our favorite divas?
SB: When I'm not onstage I'm in the audience at movies
or theatre/concerts. Though the latter can get costly!!!
My latest SIMPLY BARBRA show: THE 80TH
BIRTHDAY SHOW is on tour...I change the show
all the time.

WWW.SIMPLYBARBRA.COM
@SIMPLYBARBRATIKTOK

STEVEN BRINBERG
Simply Barbra
IS
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Not Your Grandmother’s Wedding Registry
by Benjamin Delin

I

n 2016, Domaci was founded to bring stylish and
sustainable home furnishings and home goods to the
community of Bethlehem. As members of the LGBTQ+
community, Warren and Derrick Clark know what it means to
have a place where all are welcome. Staffed with employees of
all backgrounds and orientations, Domaci offers a whole new
twist to the shopping and registry experience. An open and
enjoyable affair for everyone, regardless of who you are.

Weddings and commitment ceremonies can be an expensive
>` ÃÌÀiÃÃvÕ iÛiÌ  >Þ VÕ«i½Ã vi° ÕVÞ] > Ài}ÃÌÀÞ Ã >
time when lovebirds can pick out whatever they want or need
from the stores they love (while having somebody else pay
for everything!). One of the most complex parts of getting a
wedding registry started is deciding what both of you want
and need. Each partner in a relationship has their individual
personality and tastes, and the team at Domaci is here to
work one on one with couples to help bring those two visions
together. From platters to pillows, barware and bedroom sets,
or even cleaners and couches, a Domaci registry covers nearly
every aspect of your home without leaving the store! While
getting the registry started might be challenging, it can also be
one of the most enjoyable parts of your engagement period.
Making your list should be a fun time spent with your partner,
>`Ãii>Ã>««ÀÌÕÌÞÌi>ÀÀi>LÕÌi>V Ì iÀ½Ã
tastes and preferences. Not only is this fun for you, but it can
>ÃLivÕvÀÞÕÀ}ÕiÃÌÃ°Ì½ÃÕÃÌ Õ>>ÌÕÀi° ÛiÀÞi½Ã
a little curious to know what the inside of your home, let alone
your home life, looks like. Shopping a registry gives your
guests this opportunity, but it also allows them to buy with
ease! A registry is a roadmap for your guests so they will not
get lost in the gift buying process and ensures that you arrive
at the result you want. A good registry should have things from
all different price ranges to appeal to all of your guests. That
Li} Ã>`] ÀiiLiÀ Ì >Ì ÞÕ >Ài Ì «>Þ}t - `½Ì Li
afraid to splurge and include at least a few big-ticket items on
your registry. Regardless of your opinion, family and friends will
buy you the more expensive gifts, whether they do it alone or
as a group effort.
ƂÌ >V] Üi >Ài Ì ÞÕÀ }À>`Ì iÀ½Ã Ài}ÃÌÀÞ° i
>ÀiÌ i`>ÞÃvwiV >>`VÀÞÃÌ>}>ÃÃÜ>Ài°9iÃ]Üi >Ûi
incredible dinnerware and drinkware, but we have pieces that
are meant to be used every day instead of being locked up
in a china cabinet only to be used on special occasions. We
are in the age of entertainment and style, so our registry aims
to do that. Looking for furniture to redo a living room and
want to add some pieces to a registry? Why not! How about
a nice charcuterie board or marble platter? Yes, please! Have
>i«ÌÞÜ>ÞÕÜ>ÌÌwÜÌ vÕÞVÕÃÌâi`Ã}Ã
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and decor made for you and your partner? We at Domaci wish
to help you with it all! As we expand and grow with the help
of the amazing Lehigh Valley Community, we also expand
into new areas of hospitality. With our newly-redesigned
registry program, you can count on personal assistance with all
registry needs, troubleshooting help, and even access to local
businesses and vendors to help you with your overall event
planning. Our registry program has partnered with vendors in
the area ranging from wedding venues and caterers to makeup
artists, vineyards, and distilleries. With our all-new program,
you can count on access to it all within our pop-and-popowned small business, Domaci.

No matter what your event is, everyone deserves to have those
special moments in their life celebrated. We want to help every
couple feel welcomed and celebrated. Warren and Derrick
have always dreamed of creating a store that is more than just
a place to shop, but also a place where family and friends can
gather. We are a community built on friendship, inclusivity, and
love, and all are accepted at Domaci. In Czech, Domaci means
home, and everyone is welcome in ours.

523 Main St, Bethlehem, PA 18018
www.domacihome.com

What the Dobbs
Decision Means for the
LGBTQ+ Community in
Pennsylvania
by Jonathan M. Huerta, Esq., Partner, KingSpry Law Firm
n June 24, the U.S. Supreme Court overturned the landmark
cases Roe v. Wade and Planned Parenthood v. Casey, which
>Ûi}Õ>À>Ìii`Ì iÀ} ÌÌ>LÀÌvÀi>ÀÞwÛi`iV>`iÃ°
In a 6-3 decision in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization, the
court found that the U.S. Constitution does not protect abortion rights
and that states have the authority to regulate access. The opinion was
penned by Justice Samuel Alito, who called Roe “egregiously wrong from
the start.”
“The Constitution makes no reference to abortion, and no such right is
implicitly protected by any constitutional provision,” Alito wrote.
The outcome, which is expected to lead to abortion bans in approximately
half the states, has far-reaching implications.
How Does the Ruling Impact Pennsylvanians?
Dobbs >Ãi`>ÌiivviVÌ*iÃÞÛ>>°/ iVÕÀÌ½Ã`iVÃ`iÃ
not make abortion illegal in Pennsylvania or the neighboring states of New
Jersey and Delaware. Currently, Pennsylvania law permits abortions up to
the 24th week of pregnancy. And the procedure may be performed after
24 weeks if the life or health of the pregnant person is in danger. Those
Õ`iÀ£nii`>«>ÀiÌ½Ã«iÀÃÃ°
That said, decisions about abortions in Pennsylvania are now in the hands
vÕÀiiVÌi`vwV>Ã°*ÕÌ>Ì iÀÜ>Þ]*iÃÞÛ>>>Ü>iÀÃV>Ü
ban or criminalize abortion by passing a law because there are no longer
any federal protections preventing them from doing so.
If Roe Can be Overturned, What Other Rulings Could Be Impacted?
Substantive due process has been key for the expansion of LGBTQ+ rights
because it is the foundation for creating the right to engage in same-sex
intimacy and marriage. Therefore, following Dobbs½ÀÕ}]ƂiÀV>Ãvi>À
that their LGTBQ+ rights may be infringed upon.
Justice Alito cautioned that the ruling should not be viewed as extending
beyond abortion. However, in a concurring opinion, Justice Clarence
Thomas wrote that the court should reconsider similar cases that may strip
the LGBTQ+ community of some of their constitutional rights, including
Griswold v. Connecticut. That case invalidated a Connecticut law that
made it illegal to use birth control devices or instruct on their use.
Justice Thomas has also indicated he thinks the court should reconsider
Obergefell v. Hodges, the landmark civil rights case that said the
Constitution protects same-sex marriages, which has many Americans
fearful that marriage equality will be the next freedom to fall.
Fortunately, Governor Tom Wolf has been vocal about his support of
LGBTQ+ rights. On July 8, 2022, Governor Wolf released a statement
upon vetoing House Bill 972, which was targeted at transgender youth.
“My administration is committed to supporting transgender individuals
and ensuring Pennsylvania is an inclusive place, and we stand against
efforts to divide us and distract us from critical work needed to enhance
protections for LGBTQ+ Pennsylvanians,” Governor Wolf stated. However,
*iÃÞÛ>>½Ã VÌiÌ Ì «ÀÌiVÌ}  /+³ À} ÌÃ VÕ` V >}i
depending on the results of the mid-term elections in November or new
legislation.
The right to abortion access is fundamental for the LGBTQ+ community
because its members are more likely to need abortion services, to
experience unintentional pregnancies due to sexual violence, and to face
discrimination in the healthcare system. By restricting abortion access,
already vulnerable individuals are at an increased risk of poverty, domestic
violence, and negative health outcomes.
Yet marriage equality is still the law in Pennsylvania. Additionally, the
Pennsylvania Human Relations Commission has stated it will accept
V«>ÌÃ v  /+³ `ÃVÀ>Ì° ƂÌ Õ}  *iÃÞÛ>>½Ã VÀ>
statute against Ethnic Intimidation does not yet cover sexual orientation
or gender identity, the federal statute against hate crimes explicitly
covers crimes motivated by these factors. Moreover, Governor Wolf has
issued two executive orders protecting people from discrimination based
on gender identity or expression in the workplace and in contracting
operations with the Commonwealth.

O

Although Dobbs has sparked anxieties over the
me
jeopardy of LGBTQ+ rights, there are some
reasons why it is unlikely that the decision will
ÌÞ
infringe on those rights. First, Dobbs½>ÀÌÞ
ent
noted that abortion is constitutionally different
than other substantive due process issues. It
ce
is also important to note that no other justice
°
i` ÕÃÌVi / >Ã½ VVÕÀÀ} «°
ely
Also encouraging, Americans are not as closely
sss.
split on gay rights as they are on abortion access.
«
ƂÓäÓÓ}L>>>ÞÌVÃ>`>`ÛViwÀ½Ã>Õ«®«
mosexual intim
showed that 79% of Americans believe consensual homosexual
intimacy
should be legal and that 71% of Americans support the recognition of
same-sex marriage. Conversely, there is a much closer divide between
Americans that identify as pro-choice and pro-life. Fourth, Obergefell is
markedly different than Roe. Although the Court does not always rule in
favor of public opinion, it is likely to follow public opinion when there is a
clear majority on one side.
Even so, it is important to be vigilant, advocate for your needs, and seek
legal counsel if questions about your rights should arise.
Jonathan Huerta is a partner with the KingSpry Law Firm. Focusing
his practice in education law and civil litigation, Jonathan is
a committed advocate for the LGBT community. He is
the former chair of the LGBTQ Business Council of
the Greater Lehigh Valley Chamber of Commerce,
a member of the Pennsylvania Bar Association
GLBT Rights Committee and a frequent volunteer
with the Bradbury Sullivan LGBT Community
Center. Currently, Jonathan is a member of the
board for the Cancer Support Center of the
Lehigh Valley and the Executive Committee of
the Board of Governors for the Chamber. He has
been named a Super Lawyer Rising Star the past
four years, and in 2019, was named the Excellence
in Business Future Leader of the Lehigh Valley.

KingSpry Law
KingSpry’s LGBTQ-friendly legal practice
includes adoption law, assisted reproductive
technology law, business law, civil rights law,
contract law, education law, employment/labor
law, estates/trusts law, family law, landlord/tenant
law, litigation, municipal law, name changes,
non-profit law, public finance, and real estate law.
King, Spry, Herman, Freund & Faul LLC
One West Broad Street Suite 700
Bethlehem, PA 18018
610-332-0390 • www.kingspry.com
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by William Sanders
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Þi>ÀÃ>}Üi«À`ÕVi`>ÀÀÞÀ>iÀ½Ã¸/ i
Normal Heart". This summer we close our
season with the twice delayed “Indecent,”
*>Õ>6}i½ÃVÀÌV>Þ>VV>i`«>Þ>LÕÌ>vÀ}ÌÌi
chapter in LGBTQ history that literally played out on the
stage a century ago. The play with music created by Vogel
and longtime collaborator Rebecca Taichman, resurrects
playwright Sholem Asch and the shocking journey of his
groundbreaking 1907 work, “God of Vengeance.”
Even though his play had been performed around
Ì i ÜÀ`  LÌ  9``Ã  >` }Ã ] 6}i½Ã ÜÀ
vVÕÃiÃ  Ì i wÀiÃÌÀ Ì >Ì iÀÕ«Ìi` ÌÜ ÜiiÃ >vÌiÀ
“God of Vengeance” opened on Broadway 17 years
later. On March 6, 1923, the cast and producer were
indicted for “unlawfully advertising, giving, presenting,
and participating in an obscene, indecent, immoral, and
impure drama or play.”
While the indictment was the result of numerous
complaints alleging that the play was anti-Semitic, it
46

became clear in the subsequent trial that the prosecutor
was most outraged by the depiction of a heartfelt lesbian
Ài>ÌÃ «Ì >Ìi`ÌÌ iwÀÃÌÃÃLiÌÜiiÌÜÜi
on a Broadway stage.
“The reason the script has been indelible for me is
that when I read it, as a 23-year-old feminist, I was struck
by the sensitivity and understanding that Asch had for
his women characters. And by his understanding as well
of the fraught issues of class, patriarchy, and gender in
Ã «>ÞÜÀ` Ì >Ì Ãiii` «ÀiÃViÌ° / i «>Þ VÕ`½Ì
be more timely…I could see us drifting into a divided
country and the hate speech today, but this was all
happening in the 1920s,” said eminent queer playwright
Paula Vogel in 2017, “Censorship is an LGBT issue. We
>Ài i ÃÌi« >Ü>Þ vÀ Ãii} > Ì i >`Û>ViÃ Üi½Ûi
made eradicated.”
She also noted that Jews were not the only population
who were persecuted by the fascists almost a century
ago in Europe and this country could easily ignore history

and head down the same path. “I always think about
> ÞÕ}iÀ >Õ`iVi Ü i  ÜÀÌi LiV>ÕÃi ½Ûi Lii >
Ìi>V iÀ° 7i ``½Ì ÛiÌ }>ÞiÃÃ >` iÃL>Ã] Ì Ã
has been a part of the human condition for a long, long
time. I was born in 1951, the holocaust was in my bones
>` Ü Üi½Ài Ãii} Ì `ii`° Ì½Ã > ÃÌÀV> v>VÌ]»
Vogel argued. “I want this play to have an impact so that
it will be in their bodies, their bones, and they will see a
need for participation as citizens, making alliances inside
our communities.”
I am so proud of all the LGBTQ work that we have
brought to the Lehigh Valley. The plays and playwrights
we have represented are integral to the body of work I
have striven to produce over my time here. I hope you
make time to come see this beautiful play. I asked the
actors a few questions … here are some of their replies…
Why is God of Vengeance and Indecent so timely?
It’s a window, a reminder, into how fear by
misinformation continues in America today fueling hate
speech and justifying turning our backs on one another.
- Pat Birnbaum
At a time when our basic human rights are in danger
of being taken away for many people including women
and the gay community, this play is as relevant today as
it would have been at the turn of the last century. - Mark
Stutz
There is still a lack of humanity for those of the LGBTQ+

community, which boggles the mind. We have evolved
so much, but many still view the world through a very
tiny black and white photo. The lack of decency towards
anyone in the community is despicable. In 1923 the God
of Vengeance got shut down because of the intimate
relationship between two girls. Today, all over the world,
«i«i>ÀiÃÌw} Ì}vÀÌ iÀÀ} ÌÃÌÛio - Anthony
Rizzuto
To quote Paula Vogel, "Art matters when we’re in
political danger; art matters when we’re in the middle
of division.” I've never felt a world so polarized as the
one we've been living in for the past couple of years. I'm
appalled with the recent decision made by the Supreme
ÕÀÌ Ì ÛiÀÌÕÀ ,i Û° 7>`i° ¿ ÌiÀÀwi` vÀ ÞÃiv
and for the so many who are in danger of having other
rights stripped away. I think that in order for humanity to
progress we need to learn to live life with compassion.
This play is about love and acceptance, and it gives the
audience no choice but to feel that. We need to tell this
story passionately and share it with as many people as
possible. - Kate Pistone
Indecent runs at Civic Theatre for six performances
only. August 17, 18, 19, & 29 at 7:30 and August 28 at
Ó\ää>`Ç\Îä°/ViÌÃ>Û>>Li>ÌÌ iLÝvwVi]>ÌÌ i
door and online at
www.civictheatre.com.
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Butterhead Kitchen

T

Fall Recipes

hese savory recipes are delicious yearround, but are especially nice to weave into
fall
or entertaining.
all menus
me

by Jason Sizemore
butterheadkitchen.com
@butterheadkitchen

Plant Based Tuna Salad
RTGRVKOGOKPWVGUEQQMVKOGOKPWVGUUGTXGU

Ingredients
•
•
•
•
•

Check out a video demo
of the tuna recipe at www.
butterheadkitchen.com
under the ‘media’ tab &
follow us on Insta & FB @
butterhead kitchen & join
us for an in-person or online
vegan cooking class! We can
also host special events like
business meetings, retreats,
showers, etc.
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15 oz can of chickpeas (drain
and rinse)
2 Tbsp room temperature
tahini (can use vegan mayo if
desired)
2 tsp Dijon mustard
1 Tbsp pure maple syrup
¼ cup diced red onion

•
•
•
•
•

¼ cup diced organic celery
1 Tbsp chopped capers
3 diced dill pickle spears
½ tsp dill
pinch of salt and freshly
ground black pepper

Directions
1. Gently mash the chickpeas in
a large bowl using a fork or
potato masher. Do not use
a food processor, as you just
want the chickpeas gently
mashed.
2. Add the tahini, mustard &
maple syrup. Fold together
until well blended.

3. Add the remaining
ingredients and fold
together.
4. Serving suggestions: As is,
on a sandwich, with fresh
vegetables as a dip, on
baguette slices, on cucumber
slices, or on a salad.

©Butterhead Kitchen LLC 2022 www.butterheadkitchen.com
©But
Follow us @butterheadkitchen on FB & Insta

Citrus & Herb
Marinated Olive Medley
(prep time: 10 minutes, marinate time: a few hours but 1 day
KUDGUVUGTXGU

Ingredients
•
•

•
•

1 cup olives, your
preference
1 lemon (have fun
with this...can be an
orange, grapefruit, all
3 etc.)
A few fresh sprigs of
rosemary and thyme
3 bay leaves

•
•

1 tsp mustard seeds
½ tsp red pepper
y>iÃvÞÕÜ>ÌÌ
spice things up

Directions
1. Scrub the citrus fruit
well. Use a vegetable
peeler to carefully
peel off 3 or 4 oneinch pieces of peel,
marking sure to not
peel too deeply into
the white rind. Place
olives and citrus peel
into a container that
can be tightly sealed.
Save the untouched
part of the fruit to peel
prior to serving, as a
garnish.
2. Rinse the herbs and
set aside a piece of
each for garnishing
when serving. Break
the remaining pieces
into 1-inch sections
and add to olive
mixture.
3. Add bay leaves,
mustard seeds, and
Ài`«i««iÀy>iÃÌ
the olives.
4. Seal container of

olives and refrigerate
for 1 day. (You will
begin to taste the
essence within a few
ÕÀÃvÞÕ½Ài>
hurry). Gently shake
container whenever
you open the fridge.
5. Serve on a long platter
or small bowl. Garnish
with remaining fresh
herbs & fresh citrus
peel.

49

BY TOM CORLISS

iiÜViVÌvÀÃ«ÀÌÃLÀ>`]/ Ƃn]ViiLÀ>ÌiÃ`ÛiÀÃÌÞ°/ iº-»iÃÌi`i`ÌÀiyiVÌ Ü>«i«i>`>À>ViÃ>ÀiLi>ÕÌvÕ>`
how differences should be embraced rather than challenged. It consists of underwear with matching tanks in striking skin tone shades: “Amazing”,
º>LÕÕÃ»]ºÀ}iÕÃ»]º>ÀÛiÕÃ»]>`º-ÌÕ}»°º7 i«>ÃÌViVÌÃ >Ûi> iÀ>`i`/ Ƃn½ÃÃ«ÀÌ}Û>ÕiÃ]-Ì>iÃÌ i`i>v
Ìi>Ã«ÀÌ>viÜÃÌi«ÃvÕÀÌ iÀ]»V > V>Ã]Ì iLÀ>`½ÃvÕ`}`ÀiVÌÀ]iÝ«>Ã°ºÌ½Ã>LÕÌw`}Ì iÃÌÀi}Ì >``iÌiÀ>ÌÌLiVvÀÌ>Li
ÞÕÀÜÃ°Ì½Ã>Ã>LÕÌ`iV>À}Ì >ÌÌÀÕiVÕÌÞÃÕÌÞ>`ÜiÕÃÌÃ Õ>ÌµÕ>Ìi`LiivÃ>`«>ÞÌ Ã}>iLÞÕÀÜÀÕiÃ°»
For the “Skin” campaign, TEAMM8 gathered models from China, Australia, Spain and Kenya. They shot the men in gear that matched their skin tones but
also allowed the models to shoot in shades they simply wanted to try. “The end game was about choice,” Nicolas says. “We learned there can be something
50 powerful about wearing a shade of color that is different from your own.”
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I take great PRIDE
in helping EVERYONE
find a place to call HOME

In collaboration with:

COVID-19 Vaccine
and Booster Clinics

Robert V. Ritter

4:00-6:00 p.m.

September 6

October 4

November 1

Free! No proof of insurance or residency required

SRS, ABR, CMRS, SFR, Executive’s Club

Realtor / Assistant Manager
®

o: 610-395-4500
c: 610-462-4727
rritter@weichert.com
www.BuyAndSellWithRobRitter.com

522 W. Maple Street
at Bayard Rustin Way
Allentown, PA 18101
Located outside the building

For more information, please visit

4124 W Tilghman Street
Allentown, PA 18014

BradburySullivanCenter.org/Coronavirus

Mark B. Stanziola, Esq.
Attorney at Law

GARDNER LAW OFFICE
740 Main Street | Bethlehem, PA 18018
mstanziola@gardnerlawyers.com

610.866.9529
Providing legal services to the LGBT community for over 25 years.
Board Member and Ofﬁcer of Pride GLV, Member of LGBT Business
Council and Founding Contributor of Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT
Community Center. As a gay man, Mark has ﬁrst-hand knowledge
of the challenges that face the LGBT community. He lives in the
Lehigh Valley with his husband and son.

Services Provided:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pre & Post Nuptial Agreements
Partition of Property & Equity Actions
Divorce
Custody
Child & Spousal Support
Child Custody & Visitation
Wills, Powers of Attorney & Living Wills
Adoption & Assisted Reproductive Technology Law
Name Changes
General LGBT Legal Issues

2022–2023 SEASON

About:

Come help us celebrate 125 years of musical
excellence in our welcoming community!
• Performing the music of Bach, Handel,
Vivaldi and other Baroque masters
• Celebrating

the 30th Anniversary of
Bel Canto Youth Chorus and being uplifted
by young voices at our Family Concert

• Presenting our 115th Bethlehem Bach Festival

We invite you to join us and to honor our
history, and celebrate musical milestones
in this very special season.

BACH.org

Depression

F

Jon Capobianco

or much of my life, depression has been a large
part of my day-to-day. I have been overwhelmed
by, and often overcome with uncontrollable
emotions. The sense of not being able to get out of
my own head has brought on insecurities, irritability,
sensitivities, severe sadness and even thoughts of taking
my own life. Days and weeks would go by where it was
a struggle to leave my own house. I have wished for a
natural acceptance with my family, friends, community,
and society in general, but have felt everything but. Each
day that I was able to get up and face the world, I chose
and often still choose comedic relief, the over-energetic
helper to friends and family, the workaholic. I convinced
myself that by jumping into doing for others and making
others happy, I was creating my own happiness in a way.
I was feeling better and curbing my own depression.
7>Ã½Ì ¶ ƂvÌiÀ >]  Ü>Ìi` Ì Li ÃV>° Ì Ü>Ã  Þ
nature to socialize and be a people person, but I was
often scared to put myself out there and had to build the
courage to step into a gathering or event or any situation
where I may not be accepted. So, I tried creating safe,
comfortable situations just to feel something other than
sadness.
A decade ago, feeling physically and mentally drained,
I searched for something to spark change and what I
vÕ` Ü>Ã > ÀÃÃwÌ }Þ°  Ü Ì i ««Õ>À «
is that type of physical activity is too intense and too
stressful on the body, but I fell in love. I, for perhaps the
wÀÃÌÌi]Ü>Ã>iÛÀiÌÌ >Ì«ÀÛ`i`iÜÌ 
the resources to feel better physically, which had a huge
positive impact on my mental state, and it afforded me
the opportunity to belong to a supportive community
that promoted evolution, healthy living, and acceptance.
It was incredible for me to be easing the pain of
this disease while watching people join and become
part of this community for all sorts of personal reasons:
« ÞÃV>wÌiÃÃ]Üi} ÌÃÃ]iÌ>ÃÌÀÕ}}iÃ]Ì}>
Vw`iVi]ÌÛiÀViLÃÌ>ViÃ° ÛiÀÞ`Û`Õ>Ì >Ì
walked into that gym was very different, but we were all
there to reach the common goal of becoming the best
versions of ourselves.
I felt useful and wanted to help people, but for the
right reasons this time. I was inspiring and being inspired
simultaneously. In fact, I was so amazed by this community
and this outlet that I ended up buying into the business.
I was on a high and never wanted to come down. I had
found my place and my people and most importantly,
ÞÃiv] Ü V  i`i` Õ« yÜ} Ì Ì i ÀiÃÌ v Þ
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life in an extremely positive way.
Over time, as many people do, I developed some
health issues; small things that if ignored would become
ÀiÃiÀÕÃ°``½ÌÜ>ÌÌ>``ÀiÃÃÌ i°Ü>Ìi`Ì
hide them. I was scared to lose all the great things that
were happening for me and for others in my circle. Over
the years, the pain grew in intensity to the point that I
saw myself returning to the previous cycle of depression.
It was as if I was watching it all go sour from a 30,000-foot
ÛiÜ>`Ü>ÃÃÌÀÕ}}}ÌVÌÀÌ iÃÌÕ>ÌtÜ>Ã½Ì
Ãii«} Üi] >`  ``½Ì Ü>Ì Ì Li >ÀÕ` «i«i
>` ºÜ>ÃÌi Ì iÀ Ìi»  Ãii i i°  ``½Ì
Ü>ÌÌLÀ}Ì i`Ü>ÞÜ>Þ°``½ÌÜ>Ì«ÌÞ°
But by not addressing and attacking my ailments, I was
obviously making the situation worse, and I knew that. I
was becoming rude and dismissive, short-tempered, and
unproductive. I was so exhausted that I stopped doing
simple everyday tasks which worried me.
Thankfully, and with some encouragement from some
good friends and family, I was able to wake up and realize
these issues must be addressed to continue moving. I
saw the necessary specialists and would need to undergo
a series of procedures and face months of recovery. I
was scared, but I was ready to have a better quality of
vi°  / i vi>À Ü>Ã½Ì >LÕÌ Ì i ÃÕÀ}iÀiÃ LÕÌ Ì i Ì
knowing how my day-to-day life would need to change
or be impacted during and beyond recovery. I knew how
depression affected me in the past and I was concerned
about how this physical pain and recovery time could
potentially impact that.
     / i wÀÃÌ «ÀVi`ÕÀi ÜiÌ Üi] LÕÌ  `iÛi«i` >
infection that led to needing another surgery. The recovery
from that pushed off another procedure that I was waiting
to undergo, and it hit me mentally more than anything
iÃi°Ü>ÃÌÀi`°viÌ« ÞÃV>ÞÕÃiiÃÃ>`VÕ`½ÌÃÌ«
the negative thoughts. I was again living in my head and
saw no end to the pain and the complications.
During the procedures and recovery, I was understandably
in physical pain which would be intimidating for most, but
you try to manage through things the best way possible.
ÜiÛiÀ]``½ÌÃiiÌ }ÃÌ >ÌÜ>Þ°ÌÀi`Ìii«Ì i
good momentum going but failed, which made things
worse. Things started to pile up and suffocate my efforts.
I felt helpless and useless and completely stopped living.
Depression grabbed hold as I feared and suspected it
would. There was such a strong effect on me this time
that I stopped socializing, dating, even visiting my gym
which was my home and safe place. I was so overcome
with emotion; it felt as though I had lost someone close
to me. I had. I lost me. I felt like I was becoming erased.
/ iÀi>âi` >`ÌÃiiÌw`>iÜi\>
«ÃÌÃÕÀ}iÀÞ]vi>vÌiÀÀiVÛiÀÞiÜ  >`Ìw`iÜ
ways of navigating. I worked hard to feel as if I deserved a
place on this earth and that I belong and could be part of
ÃiÌ }L}}iÀÌ >Ì Ã`i«ÀiÃÃ°/Li iÃÌ]½
still working through things. I try to remind myself every
`>ÞÌ >ÌÌ ÃÃ>`Ãi>Ãi>`Ì iÀiÃ½Ì>µÕVwÝvÀÌ°

try to forgive myself and realize how lucky I am to have so
many accessible resources in therapy, friends, and family
to help ease the symptoms and feel purpose in knowing
that maybe I could help by raising awareness and sharing
my very real experiences.
 ÛiÀÞi½ÃÃÌÕ>ÌÃ`vviÀiÌ°/ÀÞ>`Õ`iÀÃÌ>`
why people do the things they do. Try to see past what
ÞÕ `½Ì Õ`iÀÃÌ>` >` Ài>âi Ì >Ì Ãi «i«i
are struggling to communicate how they need help. It
is not black and white for all as it is for some. Be truly
Ãii½Ã vÀi` >` ÞÕ >Þ i` Õ« Li} Ì iÀ ÛiÀÞ
best medicine without knowing it. Be patient, persistent,
>`Õ`iÀÃÌ>`}° ½ÌLiÌ >Ì«iÀÃÌ >ÌÃ>ÞÃÌ }Ã
iºÕÃÌ}iÌÛiÀÌ]»ºV iiÀÕ«]»ºÌ½Ã>ÞÕÀ i>`]»
ºÌ >LÕÌ«i«iÌ >Ì >ÛiÌÜÀÃiÌ >ÞÕ°»/ >Ì½Ã
not how it works.
Depression is a disease. It is not something we choose.
Ì Ã Ì ÃiÌ } Ì >Ì½Ã >Ü>ÞÃ LÛÕÃ° / iÀ>«Þ >`
medication can help but understanding and forgiving
ourselves for the worst days is key. Knowing that this is a
cycle and even after years of light, darkness will creep in
>`Ì >Ì½Ã>Þ°Ì½ÃÌ>ÃÌi«L>VÜ>À`ÃÆÌ½Ã«>ÀÌvÌ i
cycle.
The best we can do for people is to stop judging, stop
assuming and realize we have no clue what any other
person is going through. Without realizing, one small act
of kindness could save a life. Smile at someone on the

sidewalk. They may not have seen grin lines on their face
in quite some time. Tell the cashier at the grocery store
their hair looks nice or you like their glasses. They might
not have gotten a compliment in a while. Give the grumpy
person in line a break. Maybe they just lost their job or
>Ûi`iÀÀiViÛi`>ÜvÕiÜÃ°7i`½ÌÜ°Ì½Ã
ÌÕÀLÌÜ°Ì½ÃÕÀL>Ã Õ>ÃÌVÀi>ÌiÃ>vi
Ã«>ViÃvÀ>°Ƃ`Ì½ÃÕÀ«ÀÛi}iÌ}Ûi>`ÀiViÛi
love and acceptance.
v ÞÕ À Ãii ÞÕ Ü iÛiÀ viiÃ i Ì iÞ V>½Ì
go on or just needs someone to listen, please call the
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 1-800-273-TALK
(8255). None of us are alone.

In addition to his regular full time
gig as a Lehigh Valley real estate
agent with Equity Mid Atlantic
Real Estate Jon Capobianco is
also an owner of the successful
and award winning CrossFit
Gym named Test Your Metal
Fitness & Performance.
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Proudly living, working and supporting equality fo
or
all in the Lehigh Valley for over 35 years.














Have you had a good piece lately
y?
~ Find us everywhere frozen pizza is sold!
~ Wholesale, Retail, & Fundraising Specialists
Mateyspizza.com
1303 Broadway, Bethlehem Pa ~ 610-691-6699

STATE THEATRE PREMIERE

Oct. 27
Oct. 9

Feb. 3

Nov. 3

453 Northampton St., Easton, PA
610-252-3132 . 1-800-999-STATE
www.statetheatre.org

Feb. 18

Mar. 16

April 24 & 25

Joey LaSpina was born and raised in Downingtown,
PA, and currently lives in Harrisburg, PA. Joey studied
cosmetology at a Paul Mitchell school, and works as a
makeup artist for MAC cosmetics.

My Story by Joey Laspina.
My name is Joey. I am a makeup artist and hairstylist. I am also a grateful recovering addict and
H i.alcoholic.
During active using, I completely lost interest in my passion for makeup and hair artistry, which is my career.
I became a very self-centered person, trying to run the entire show at all times, and acting out in ways I have
iÛiÀÞvi°``½ÌÜ>ÌÌv>ViÃÃÕiÃ >`ÌiÀ>Þ]Ã`À>>`ÕÃi``ÀÕ}ÃÌLV>vÌ >ÌÕÌ°
ÕÀ}Ì >ÌÌi]vÕ`ÕÌiÝ>VÌÞÜ Ü>Ã½Ì°Ü>ÃVÃÌ>ÌÞ>>ÌiÀi`ÃÌ>Ìi]Ã>Ì}ÞÃiv]>`
creating my own reality. My perception of life was so blurred, that I created all of my own issues. Meanwhile,
I found myself wondering why relationships with family and friends, that at one point were wonderful, were
getting rocky. At no point did I think the drug and alcohol use could be a part of the problem.
/ i`>ÞV>iÜ iÀiVÕ`½ÌÌ>iÌ>ÞÀi°ÞiÌ> i>Ì  >``iÌiÀÀ>Ìi`]>`Ü>ÃÀi>`ÞÌÌ>i
Þvi°ÀiiLiÀ}iÌÌ}ÞiiÃ>`«À>Þ}°½ÌÃÕÀiv>ÞvÌ>`i>ÞÃiÃi]LÕÌviÌ
LiÌÌiÀ>vÌiÀÜ>À`Ã°ÃÌ>ÀÌi`Ì>ÌÌi`iiÌ}ÃÜÌ ÛiÀÞÌÌi «iÌ >Ì½`iÛiÀLiÌ iÃ>i>}>°Ü>Ã
mentally, emotionally, and spiritually broken.
On day 36, I went to a meeting that changed my life forever. There were people around my age there that
I felt like I could relate to. I raised my hand for a 30-day coin, and said “Hi, my name is Joey, and I am in
recovery, it takes the stigma away for me”, and someone across the room looked at me and said “it can
be whatever you want it to be”. That same night, I met my sponsor and people I know I will have in my life
vÀiÛiÀ°ƂÌÌ iÌi½ÜÀÌ}Ì Ã >Ûi£Îx`>ÞÃÃLiÀ°i>ÀÃiÌ }iÜ>LÕÌÞÃiviÛiÀÞ`>Þ°
>Õ} Ài]ÃiÀi] >ÛiÀiVw`iViÞÃiv°½Ì>vÀ>`>ÞÀi>`ÜVÌÕiÌ
}ÀÜ>Ã}>ÃvÜÌ i«>Ì ½°/ vÌi >ÀVÀ°/ i«ÀViÃÃ>ÞÌLi«ÀiÌÌÞ]LÕÌ
56 the end result is beautiful.

Lehigh Valley LGBT Community Archive
by Susan Falciani Maldonado

all over the state that will provide insight
to researchers. There are obscure, singlen the summer of 2020, shortly issue feminist newspapers from the 1970s,
after the passing of local activist and organizational material from national
Dixie Dugan White (1943-2020), NOW initiatives, including marches and
the Archive received a donation protests, many in support of the Equal
v Óä V>ÀÌÃ «>Vi` Ì ÛiÀyÜ} ÜÌ  Rights Amendment.
Dixie was involved in one of the earliest
Û>Õ>Li >ÌiÀ> Ài>Ì} Ì Ýi½Ã {ä
Þi>ÀÃ v ÜÀ ÃÌÀÛ} vÀ Üi½Ã >` LGBT organizations in the Lehigh Valley,
LGBTQ+ rights in the Lehigh Valley and iÆÜ>ÃyÕiÌ>Ì ivÕ`>Ì
of the Lambda Center; served as director
beyond.
This summer, we have worked to of the AIDS Services Center; and was
complete processing of this material, and involved in Fighting AIDS Continuously
every day has brought new treasures to Together (FACT). The collection includes
light. Dixie was heavily involved in the buttons, stickers, and other memorabilia;
Pennsylvania National Organization for photographs; pamphlets relating to
Women (PA NOW), serving as its president feminist and gay topics; magazines and
administrative
records
in 1978-79, and in addition to records newspapers;
of
PA
NOW;
documents
relating
to a
relating to running the organization, there
are many local newsletters from chapters lawsuit against Bell Telephone regarding

I

Üi½Ã >iÃ Li} ÃÌi`  Ìii« i
directories…and so much more.
This collection will be open for researchers
in Fall 2022; it has been a privilege to work
on the collection of this remarkable activist.
p
Susan Falciani Maldonado is the Special
hives
Collections
&
Archives
ry,
Librarian at Trexler Library,
Muhlenberg
College..
She works with students
in and outside of the
classroom to increase
e
their
primary
source
ks,
literacy using rare books,
th
manuscripts,
and
other
archival material. As archivist, she is
responsible for processing, digitizing,
and making available collections in the
Lehigh Valley LGBT Community Archive.
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Stories from LGBTQ+ Activists

in the Lehigh Valley, 1970-2020 by Yasmin Dasilva and Chloe Lecy

O

ver the past few years, the Lehigh Valley LGBT Community Archive team has been collecting oral histories from
community members in which they share stories about their lives and work in LGBTQ+ organizations in our region;
the archive team also has collected materials from a variety of regional LGBTQ+ organizations. For this issue of The
Gay Journal, we pulled a few excerpts from oral histories and archival documents that offer glimpses of important regional
LGBTQ+ organizations in each decade from the 1970s into the 21st century. LGBTQ+ activists and organizers in our region
have contributed powerfully to civil rights struggles, AIDS activism and outreach, legislative battles, and broader social justice
ÛiiÌÃ° 7Ì  Ã ÀÌ `iÃVÀ«ÌÃ v Ã«iVwV À}>â>ÌÃ >` iÝViÀ«ÌÃ vÀ >ÀV Û> >ÌiÀ>Ã] Üi vviÀ }«ÃiÃ v Ì i
«ÀÌ>ÌÜÀvVÕÌÞi>`iÀÃÌ i}} /+³w} ÌvÀiµÕ>ÌÞ°
Gay Liberation in the 1970’s
Founded in 1969, just a few weeks before the Stonewall uprising, the Lehigh Valley Homophile Organization (Le-Hi-Ho) was a
social group that offered an alternative to the bar scene through monthly meetings; they also created newsletters that discussed
legislation and political activism relevant to LGBTQ+ communities, wrote reviews of books by LGBTQ+ authors and about
LGBTQ+ people, and circulated information about local events, bars, and the social scene in the Lehigh Valley and surrounding
>Ài>Ã°i>ÃÀ}>âi`VÕÌÞwÃVÀii}Ã>ÃÜi>ÃÛÃÌ}Ã«i>iÀÃ>}ÜÌ À}>â}i`ÕV>Ì>iÛiÌÃ
in collaboration with area colleges. While primarily a social organization, members of Le-Hi-Ho were attuned to the gay liberation
movement. In fact, a group from Le-Hi-Ho attended the 1970 Christopher Street Liberation Day march in New York City. In an
excerpt from Joseph (Joe) Burns oral history below, he offers his views on the meaning of gay liberation. We also include a
µÕÌ>ÌvÀi½ÃiÜÃiÌÌiÀÌ >Ì`iÃVÀLiÃÌ i£ÇäiÛiÌ]Ü V i ÕÀÃ>`
other Le-Hi-Ho members marched.
vÞÕVÕ`Ã i>ÛiÃiL`Þ]Ì >Ì½ÃLiÀ>Ì°/ >ÌÃ]v>VÌ]LiÀ>Ì°/ >Ì½Ã
Ü >ÌÌ½Ã>>LÕÌ]ÃÕÃÌÌ >ÌÌÌiLÌvÛi>`Ì iÞÕÃÌL°/ iÞLiViÌ iÃi
Ü`iÀvÕyÜiÀÃ°
i ÕÀÃ]i½Ã«>VÌ
A beautiful thing happened; It was called Christopher Street Liberation Day. Literally
thousands of gay people marched from Sheridan Square right up the Avenue of the
ƂiÀV>½ÃÌÌ i- ii«i>`ÜÃ iÌÀ>*>À°"«i>`vÀii]ÞÕÃ>`Ã ÕÌ}]
one in that time and that place was afraid of being Gay. They had come to tell the world.
Thousands milled around in Sheridan Square, Natives, Tourists, reporters, marchers
watched each other, talked to each other, photographed each other. The atmosphere
was festive, restive, and gay.
-Le-Hi-Ho newsletter, July 1970

Joseph Burns, from Oral
History collection, Part 1,
01:18:52, October 12, 2019

The Lambda Center in the 1980’s
Ì i£näÃ] /+³vÃÌ ii } 6>iÞVÀi>Ìi`Ì iwÀÃÌÀi}>VÕÌÞViÌiÀƂiÌÜ]V>i`Ì i>L`>
Center. This organization offered a variety of forms of support for LGBTQ+ people as well as educational events. As the AIDS
i«`iV «>VÌi` Ì i i }  6>iÞ] Ì i >L`> iÌiÀ½Ã LÀ>` i`ÕV>Ì> vVÕÃ Ã vÌi` Ì ÃÕ««ÀÌ VÕÌÞ iLiÀÃ
`ÕÀ} Ì Ã `vwVÕÌ Ìi° / >À Ì Ã Ã vÌ] Ì i >L`> iÌiÀ `ÃÃÛi` >` LiV>i Ì i
AIDS Services Center. Along with F.A.C.T., AIDS Services became one of the most important
regional organizations that helped our community navigate the epidemic. Below, we share
excerpts from an interview with Frank Whelan as well as material from Lambda Valley Monthly
that describes the work of the Lambda Center.

Frank Whelan, from Oral
History collection, 00:00:32,
July 23, 2019

We need a place, an organization where gay people can deal with the political realities of life
>`Ì >ÌÌ Ã`iÃ½Ì >ÛiÌLiÕÃÌÃi«>ViÜ iÀiÞÕ}iÌÌiiÌÃiL`Þ°°° Ü
maybe this is time to have an organization to help, also, other gay people come out to deal
ÜÌ Ü Ì iÞÜiÀi]Ì}ÛiÌ i>`i>Ì >Ì] iÞ]}>ÞÃ>Þ°Ì½ÃÀ>°Ì½ÃÌ``]Ì½ÃÌ
ÜiÀ`°Ƃ`ÕÃÌLiV>ÕÃiÞÕÛi`>Ã>ÌÜÃiÜ iÀi]ÞÕV>viiÃ>Ìi`]LÕÌÌ iÀi½Ã
a place for you to go, a place … [where] people will understand you.
-Frank Whelan, on the need for the Lambda Center

When you ask any of the original organizers of the Lambda Center what one of the earliest uses
was to be, without a doubt as a forum to discuss issues that are of concern and of interest to the Gay and Lesbian community.
Forum topics included: a legal forum – we are going to take a look at how the law deals with gays and lesbians . . .
Financial Planning and Other Money Matters . . . and The Rights of the Disabled.
–Lambda Valley Monthly, September 1987
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7iÜiÀi`}>`ÃvÌ }Ã >Û}Ì`ÜÌ Li}}>Þ°i]vÞÕÀ«>ÀÌiÀ½ÃÌ i Ã«Ì>] ÜÌ}iÌ>VViÃÃÌ
them . . . I gave a lecture on the rise of Nazi Germany, the anti-gay movement in Nazi Germany and what happened to
the gay people in Germany. And, I mean, I was really moving, things were happening.

-Frank Whelan, on Lambda Center events
Political Activism in the 1990’s
In the 1990s, political activism was on the rise in the Lehigh Valley. Groups like PA-GALA led by
Liz Bradbury, Patricia (Trish) Sullivan, and Steve Black helped folks in the Valley become more
aware of regional and statewide politics as they impacted LGBTQ+ people. PA-GALA produced
ÛÌiÀÃ}Õ`iÃÌ >ÌÕÌi`V>``>ÌiÃ½ÃÌ>ViÃÃÃÕiÃÌ >Ì>ÌÌiÀi`Ì /+³«i«i]
À>« iL>Ã«ÀÀÌiiVÌÃ]>`«ÀÌi`>Ìi ÀiÃi}Ã>Ì°"iv*ƂƂƂ½Ã
V> >VV«Ã iÌÃ Ü>Ã «ÕÃ } vÀ Ì i >i`iÌ v ƂiÌÜ½Ã ƂÌ ÃVÀ>Ì
ordinance to include sexual orientation and gender identity, which did occur in 2002 after years
vÀ}>â}°â À>`LÕÀÞ½ÃÀ> ÃÌÀiÃ>ÀÀ>ÌiÌ iÃÌÀÞv
Lehigh Valley Pride, Above
how she and other activists in town rallied people together
Ground Magazine, July 1996,
at City Hall in 1998 to tell city council why Allentown needed
pg 20
to amend its ordinance. In this excerpt, Liz shares a hopeful
iÌ>Ì>VÕViiÌ}vÜ}/ÀÃ -ÕÛ>½ÃÃ«iiV ÃÕ««ÀÌvÌ i>i`iÌ\
This is what [Trish] says, and she says it so brilliantly. … “You have heard all of these
people who have spoken in favor of these rights. And you have heard people who have
Ã«iÃi}>ÌÛiÞÌ >ÌÌ½ÃVi>ÀÌ >ÌÌ iÃiÀ} ÌÃ>ÀiiViÃÃ>ÀÞ°vÞÕ>ÀÕ`
the room, you can see that there are people that vastly support this piece of legislation.
So, I am going to ask everyone who supports this legislation to raise their hand, and Lehigh Valley Pride, Above
then I hope that you will suspend the rules and introduce the legislation.” Then she Ground Magazine, July 1996,
turns to the crowd, and she says, “Raise your hand if you support this legislation,” and pg 22
every person in the room, and they said in the Morning Call, “A forest of hands raised
>VÀÃÃÌ iÀ°»9ÕVÕ`½ÌÃiivÀÌ i >`Ã°Ƃ`ÞÕVÕ`½ÌÃiiÌ i>Ì«i«i]LiV>ÕÃiÌ iÀiÜiÀi Õ`Ài`Ã
>` Õ`Ài`Ãv«i«iÜÌ Ì iÀ >`ÃÀ>Ãi`]>`iÃÝ«i«iÜ ``½Ì >ÛiÌ iÀ >`ÃÀ>Ãi`°
Community Aid in the 2000’s
In the 21st century, new organizations formed to address the needs of diverse LGBTQ+ people.
To support the transgender community, Corrine Goodwin and others created the Eastern PA
Trans Equity Project. In her oral history, Corrine shares her successes from embracing her
identity to helping others in the Lehigh Valley embrace theirs. In particular, she discusses how
the project provides direct assistance to transgender and non-binary people:

Ricardo Almodovar, from
Oral History Collection,
01:07:55, July 20, 2020

½ÕÃÌÃ«ÀÕ`vÌÞÜ >Ì½Ûi i«i`Ì>VV«Ã LÕ`}Ì Ã«ÀiVÌ]LÕÌv>
of our volunteers who put in their time and their effort to make the struggle easier, and to pay it
vÀÜ>À`>ÞvÀÞÕ}v]À} Ì¶-]i>]Üi½ i«>ÞL`Þv>Þ>}i]LÕÌÞÕÜ
vÜiV> i«>ÌÀ>Ã`]ÞÕÜ]}iÌÌ iL`iÀÌ iÞii`Ì >Ì½iÌÌ iviiVvÀÌ>Li
}}ÌV>ÃÃ]>`Ì iÜi i«Ì i}iÌÌ iÀ`i}ÀiiÃÌ iÞV>}iÌ>`iViÌL]>`Üi½
help them with their name change so they can get their name on their diploma, right? And
Üi½ÀiÃÀÌvÃiÌÌ}Ì iÕ«vÀÃÕVViÃÃ>ÃÌ iÞÛivÀÜ>À`]>`Ì½ÃÕÃÌ>>â}Þ}À>ÌvÞ}°

Similarly, LGBTQ+ community leaders in Eastern PA have contributed to other important groups like Black Lives Matter Lehigh
Valley and Make the Road PA. With the political challenges of our current moment, LGBTQ+ leaders in the Lehigh Valley are
VÌÕ}Ì iw} ÌvÀiµÕÌÞÕÀÀi}>`LiÞ`°Ƃ`Ì iÀÀ> ÃÌÀiÃÌ i>ÀV ÛiÃvÀiµÕiÌÞvviÀiÃÃ>}iÃv «i
for the future. Ricardo Almodovar, a former member of Amor Y Rabia (a committee of Make the Road PA), shares this message
in his interview:
9i> ]ÃÕÀi°-]Ì }Ã} Ì>ÌÌiÃÌ>ÀÆÜi½ÀiÌ i``iv>}L>«>`iV°7i >ÛiVÃÌ>ÌÀÌ}]Üi
have violence. But in the midst of all that, there is good, there is love, there is support, support for black folks, for LGBTQ«ÕÃvÃ]vÀvÃÌ i>ÌÝVÕÌÞ]vÀÀivÕ}iiÃ]vÀvÃÌ >Ì>Ài`Ã>Li`°7i½Ài>Ì ÃÌ}iÌ iÀ]>`Ì½ÃÕÞ
20th, 2020, but I hope that when you see this video, things are much better, and I know that, you know, with the work
Ì >ÌÜi½Ài`}Ü]ÜiV>Ì}iÌ iÀViVÌÛiÞ`iÛi««VÞÃÕÌÃvÀÃivÌ i>À«ÀLiÃÜi½Àiv>V}]
not just today, but hopefully, by the time you see this, these problems will be long resolved.

Yasmin Dasilva is a graduate student in Lehigh University's English department, pursuing their Ph.D. with a
Y
ÀiÃi>ÀV ÌiÀiÃÌ}iÀiwVÌ°"ÕÌÃ`i>V>`i>]Ì iÞiÞÜ>ÌV }L>` ÀÀÀÛiÃÜÌ Ì iÀV>Ì]
Grim.
Chloe Lecy is a master's student in Lehigh University's English department with research interests in public
humanities, and gender and sexuality studies. Chloe can be found baking desserts or going on road trips
with her partner.
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with Brian Wendt

I

Are You There, God? It's Me, a Non-Believer

½Ì>Ài}ÕÃ«iÀÃqÜ>Ã½ÌiÛiÀ>Ãi`
to believe in Santa Claus. In fact, on or around
December 9th, we celebrated Saint Nicklaus
q > i>V} w}ÕÀi   >`t® Ü  ÜÕ` V
on doors and windows of the house in hopes that
Üi½` ÀiyiVÌ  ÕÀ Li >ÛÀ v Ì i >ÃÌ Þi>À° v Üi
ÜiÀi L>`] Üi½` Li `À>}}i` ÕÌ v Ì i ÕÃi >`
ÃÜ>ÌÌi`ÜÌ LÀ>V iÃÆ>`vÜiÜiÀi}`]Üi½`
w` V>`Þ] vÀÕÌ] >` V V>ÌiÃ  ÕÀ LÌÃ° "ÕÀ
household never had anyone dragged out, but there
have been stories passed down to us that our
distant relatives have had painful run-ins
n-ins
with the bugger. We lucked out, year
ar
after year. Looking back, I assume myy
«>ÀiÌÃ ÜÕ` >Ûi > `vwVÕÌ Ìi
explaining to Child Protective Services
Ü Þ Ì iÀi½Ã > Ã«ÀÕVi LÀ>V   Þ
anus. While we were always deemed
“good”, we still feared its judgement
nt
>ÀÕ`Ì iwÀÃÌÜiiv iViLiÀ°
Now, the “traditional” variant
nt of
Christmas is that on Christmas Eve you leave cookies
and milk and some chub guy riding a sled, drawn
by some red nosed reindeer, would come down the
chimney. Some (none of) the kids would get coal and
Ì i º}`» `Ã ÜÕ` }iÌ «ÀiÃiÌÃ Ì iÞ½` «i
Christmas morning.
While the days of these celebrations differ, the
basic gist is the same: we are judged by our actions.
We are threatened either by physical punishment (hi
Dad!) or by the embarrassment of getting coal. Is
coal really that awful anymore? Regardless, we are
Õ« >}>ÃÌ Ãi >Ü} w}ÕÀi L>>V} ÕÀ
rights and our wrongs and we await its judgement
to either get an iPhone or a facial scrub. I confused
V >ÀV>>`V>LÕÌvÕVÌÆÌ½ÃvÕÞ°
All the while, we are told that we ourselves
should not judge. Well, this is a crock of shit. Would
I not inherently judge others based on their actions
and behavior if some guy with a scale is judging
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mine? Would I not question why, in 1993, some jock
who tormented me got the awesome teal Motorola
pager, while I sat content with chocolate covered
marzipan? Fuck off, Santa. Fuck off, Tyler. And fuck
off too, Saint Nicklaus (hi Dad!).
We are judgmental bastards, every single one
vÕÃ°7i>ÞÃ>ÞÜi`½Ì]ÀÜi>ÞÌÀÞÌÀiÃÃÌ
casting judgment, but we have standards that we
set for ourselves that we then bestow (unbeknownst
to them) on others. We value our standards and our
opinions,
opinions and we are told to stand by them.
This becomes a problem for us as we
navigate
through the world and come
na
across
folks with opposing views who
a
believe they, too, are right. The bigger
«ÀLiÃÌ >ÌÜi½ÀiLÌ À} Ì°"ÕÀ
life experiences either promote or
alter our views, but all of our paths
>Ài`vviÀiÌ]>`Üi½Ài>Ì
iÃ>i
>
planet.
pla
Just prior to this writing, the country
about lost its shit as Roe vs Wade was overturned.
9i> ]V>ÌLiiÛiÌiÌ iÀ°Þ ÕÃL>`½Ã«ÕÕÌ
game is on point, so thankfully I will never face such
> `vwVÕÌ V Vi° ÕÌ Ì i V Vi Ã Õ` >LÃÕÌiÞ
Ài>«>VivÀÜiqÜ ÞÌ ivÕVÌ¶ ½Ì
come at me with your Santa Buddha Zeus God
religious bullshit; quite frankly the bible is outdated.
vÜi½Ài}}Ì>`Û>Vi>Ã> Õ>À>Vi]ÜiÃ Õ`
really look into creating a new rule book. The world
Ã>`vviÀiÌ«>ViÜ°`½ÌVÃÕÌÌ i>Õ>
vÀÌ i* iÎÜ i½>Ì>v>VÞ* i£Ó]ÞÕ
know?

Brian Wendt is a resident of Bethlehem. He is
active in local theater and enjoys spending time
with his partner and two dogs and no one else.

Know Your Status – Get Tested

FREE STD exam, diagnosis,
education and treatment.
Ask us about PrEP!
Thursdays 1 – 4 PM
By Appointment Only

St. Luke’s Easton STD Clinic
For appointment, call 484-503-8008
100 N. 3rd Street, 2nd Floor
Easton, PA 18042
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Treatment (ART) helps me and
others with HIV stay healthy and
undetectable so we can live life
loud — and proud — on our terms.

YOUR HIV STATUS DOESN'T DEFINE YOU

Find the right care
provider for you at

