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Editor’s Note

Contact us at lvgayjournal@gmail.com, or 
Gaugler-Libby, LLC 
PO Box 421
Stockertown, PA 18083
thegayjournal.net

The opinions and views expressed by our contributors are not necessarily 
that of The Gay Journal, Gaugler-Libby, LLC or our advertisers.  

Contributors
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Lenora Dannelke, an independent journalist covering food, travel or anything 
fun, resides in Old Allentown and loves a good Bloody Mary. She has been 

is seeing “macaron” misspelled as “macaroon”—especially by a bakery.

Jason Sizemore is the owner of Butterhead Kitchen, a vegan cooking 
class & small batch vegan products business. Check out our ad 

adults in the Lehigh Valley, where he lives with his ever supportive 
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Tim Helton is a Dayton, Ohio transplant to the Lehigh Valley who loves 
DC Comics, being nosey on social media, candy, and aspires to be in a 

Jonathan Fleming graduated from Muhlenberg College in 2020 with a 

Stephen Jiwanmall is the communications manager at Bradbury-Sullivan 

stepheng1mall.

Benny Vukaj, Marketing & PR Director for NovusACS, is an enthusiast 
of self-care and wellness. A person of many interests including your sex 
life. Empowering you to take control of your sexual health and enjoy the 
pleasures you deserve. So go ahead, get naked, and feel good about it.

Jason Salerno is a freelance journalist, editor, ghost writer, speaker, and 

can live the life of a real Beatnik poet.
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Stephen Libby
Editor-in-Chief

Welcome to our summer issue 
featuring HOT coverboy Colman 
Domingo who can be seen as 
Bayard Rustin later this year 

we celebrate their amazing 

across the board with so 
many different beautiful series, 

documentaries, Kids & Family, 

We say goodbye to longtime community 

Much love,

Corinne Goodwin serves as the Webmaster and social coordinator for 
Lehigh Valley Transgender Renaissance, a support group for transgender 
individuals that serves the Lehigh Valley and surrounding counties. After 
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When Gary Gaugler, Jr

Carley Kuehner is a professional entrepreneur who owns a successful 
national digital marketing agency Cosmick Technologies. Carley graduated 
at East Stroudsburg University with a degree in Computer Science. 

where she retreats to her secondary tiny home in the Pocono Mountains.
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Tom Kelch lives in Rehoboth Beach, DE with his husband and two dogs. 

Colonnello and Garrett Wood, and he discovered an incredible and 

in the city. Tom started writing his story online and to his surprise thousands 

Liz Bradbury
Sullivan LGBT Community Center and has been an activist since she 

published articles on LGBT issues, and is the national award winning 
author of the lesbian detective novels: The Maggie Gale Mysteries.
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FREE STD exam, diagnosis, 
education and treatment.

Ask us about PrEP!

Thursdays 1 – 4 PM  

No Appointment Needed 

Walk-ins Now Welcome!

St. Luke’s Easton STD Clinic 

100 N. 3rd Street, 2nd Floor  
Easton, PA 18042

484-503-8008

Play it Safe

Know Your Status – Get Tested
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from college days, and just in the last few weeks, my cousin 

dear friend and a key LGBTQA activist, Melinda 

just 74. Melinda and her husband Don 
together were an amazing and inspiring 

legislation in the Lehigh Valley.

City Council to consider adding sexual 
orientation and gender identity to the 

greeting our supporters. A car parked 
across the street. A gray-haired middle-
aged couple got out, and a gray-haired 
much older couple also got out. The women 
were wearing dresses, the men were wearing ties 
and jackets. They began to cross the street towards us.

At that City Council meeting, Melinda spoke eloquently and 

speaking so horribly about a group that included Sally. She 

Don, she began her 24-year commitment to LGBTQ activism. 

Together they led every monthly meeting for 20 years. Melinda 

to listen to parents who needed to talk about their LGBTQ 

of an LGBTQ daughter who was at risk for self-harm once told 

you need to make the decision to support her right now, even 

she needs you to be there for her.” Parents listened to her.
     Melinda served on many boards and with many organizations. 
She was on the founding board of Pennsylvania Diversity 

Network, which later became the Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT 

Center. Trained as a computer 
programmer, she designed 

in the state. She attended every LV Pride parade and every 

and Don acted as Carol Stevens surrogate parents at her 
wedding to Rev. Goudy. Melinda came to every legislative 

to the Creating Change conference -- the Convention of the 

of our Awards Galas of PA Diversity Network and 
the Bradbury-Sullivan Center. Together, Don 

and Melinda won the Gala award in 2014.

in a different color each year, for the 

scarves were bright pink. A TV reporter 
wore one on camera. Melinda 
volunteered to take care of children 
at shelters. She handmade dozens 
of warm, soft blanket presents. Each 

velcro-ed on it so every child would 
always have a toy to fall asleep with.

     When Melinda heard the announcement 
that we were going to work to open an 

LGBT Community Center she cried with joy. 
Melinda and Don were founding donors for the 

Bradbury-Sullivan Center. They were committed 

rights. She had many friends in all parts of the Queer community. 
Melinda and Don also volunteered for Turning Point. At one 
point Melinda kept chickens at their farm and would regularly 
bring the friendlier chickens to A Caring Place, so youth could 
pet the chickens and learn about them. Melinda was so vitally 
there for our beloved community that to enumerate the 100s of 
things she did for the community with and without Don, would 
take the whole magazine. We simply could not have done 
what we have done in the community, without Melinda. She 
was the mom every younger LGBT person wished they had.

every way we were politically aligned, she campaigned for and 

to choose, to helping the poor and disenfranchised, in support 
of peace, to help children at risk, to support those experiencing 
domestic violence. She supported the arts, organic gardening, 
conservation, progressive healthcare. As a result of Covid, we 

was sick until a few weeks before she died. And suddenly she 

how constantly, and how frequently we would think of all the 
wonderful things about her and the adventures we had with her.

Campus on a really fun tour of the hotspots that marked the 

Missing Melinda Kohn, Community Activist, Dear Friend
by Liz Bradbury
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Lehigh, which was then an all-men college. We saw where 

made us laugh when she did an imitation of her sorority sisters, 

thinking of her. She was a beta reader of my Lesbian 

and gave me really helpful criticism. She wisely suggested 
the main character never say mean or rude things.

favorite movie was the Ghost and Mrs. Muir with Gene Tierney. 
We watched it with her, projected on a big screen. She said her 

was growing up. We all loved watching English mysteries. The 
last time we texted her was to suggest watching McDonald and 

many combinations a series of picture decorated tiles could 
make. She stared at the tiles for about 20 seconds, and then 

house for Thanksgiving along with their wonderful daughter 
Sally and her wonderful partner Sarah, in the years before 

for many years, Melinda and Don came to our house for 

of stunning fabric, with the perfect length shoulder straps.

that her family only went to the movies on Tuesdays, because 

with her about a health scare that was frightening me. With 

were the kinds of words one desperately tries to remember to 
be able to pass on to other friends, when they are in need. They 
came so naturally to her because she was the way she was.
     Each time we spoke on the phone to Melinda, she would 

love, tell them you love them each time you speak together. 
Because you really do not know whether it may be the last 
time. And also, because saying it makes people feel good.

Network says - That sometimes even when you do everything 

true that colorectal cancer can often be deterred or avoided 

and dear friends, get a screening, and make yourself safer.

Werk It Wednesdays
1st Wednesday of each month 

New venue each month
Proud in Silk Allentown BrewWorks

2nd Thursday of each month
LGBTQ Chamber of Commerce Business Gala

Avery’s Hope Tea Dance at Sand Castle Winery

Mercy Vegan Pop Up Shop

Summer Splash Series CSL East Pool Party

Easton Out Loud At Two Rivers Brewing Co

Easton Pride Party

September 10th
Coven

August 20th
September 24th

October 22nd
November 27th
December 10th

Rainbow Mountain Pool Party
May 28th & 30th

Camp Out Nebo Rd

September 2nd, 4th, 17th
October 1st & 28th
Easton Tea Dance

August 14th & 28th

October 9th & 23rd
High Tea At The Deck

at Buck’s County Playhouse

August 7th
September 4th

October 2nd

DJ BRAD SCOTT SMITH'SDJ BRAD SCOTT SMITH'S
SUMMER SCHEDULESUMMER SCHEDULE

@DJBRADFSCOTT@DJBRADFSCOTT

PEACE, LOVE and DISCO!
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REluctANt
Adventures of a

Political Activist

“ Do you have resources for trans kids and their 

a Pennsylvania State legislator during a visit to the 
State Capitol Complex in April of this year.   
     Along with others representing and in support 

legislators and making a last-minute push to get 

Act, defeated.  We were unsuccessful because a 

not only discriminates against transgender kids 

interest and privacy of cisgender girls at stake. 

we had shared an elevator earlier in the day and 
had a polite and enjoyable conversation including 
my complimenting her necklace. 

transgender people would no longer be required 
to publish their intent to change their name in the 
newspaper and the records of their name change 
would be sealed.  Additionally, the process would be 

mentoring program to help trans folk complete their 
legal name change quickly and with minimal cost.  
Eastern PA Trans Equity Project is proud to have 
worked alongside of these legislators and to have 
been present for the press conference where these 

bills were rolled-out to the public.

by Corinne Goodwin
The Other Side

of the Coin…
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had been befriended by a teacher at her school 
and that had given her the strength to come out to 
her parents.  Later, as the kid transitioned with their 
support, that same teacher invited her to join the 

found community, and warmed the bench for most 
games.   

trans experience leaves people open to bullying 

an inclusive school environment that includes 
participating in sports, literally saves lives.  Lives like 

she sympathized with the plight of students like 

position.  She talked about unfair competition and 

in grades K-12 dominating any sports in Pennsylvania 

dangerous and impeding opportunities for women.  
She said that there were other ways for trans kids to 
get support in school.   
     That was when she stopped, took a deep breath 
and asked, “By the way, do you have resources for 
trans kids and their parents?”  She went on to say 
how a good friend of her spouse had recently had 

where to turn. 

would be happy to help in any way possible 
including connecting them with support groups, 

my struggles as a young person and how damaging 

her about how having supportive parents, schools, 

personal phone number and asked her to give it to 
the parents. 

we had made a connection over a shared concern for 

had dropped off and to put some more thought into 
the matter of this horrible legislation. 

second class citizens.  That they do not belong.  That 
they are the “other.” 

does is turn its back on the children that we need to 
protect.” 

who voted in favor of this legislation was an act of 

are people who intensely believe that LGBTQ people 

transgender and anti-LGBTQ legislation because it 

     As of the date of this writing, there is a companion 

veto. 
     Unfortunately, that is only a temporary victory 

Say Gay” bill in the State Senate and it is likely that 
with an election year at hand, our politicians would 
rather focus on wedge issues instead of policies and 
legislation that would address serious issues that 

insecurity, school funding, and infrastructure.
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Stephen Libby: Congratulations on being named 
interim executive director at Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT 
Community Center. Is this something you applied for or did 
the center reach out to you? 

director Adrian Shanker told the board of directors that he was 

my husband, who asked many good probing questions to help 

volunteering at Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community Center. 

committee, worked on annual fund campaigns, and helped 

a deep appreciation and admiration for their talent and way of 

SL: What is appealing to you about this position? What are 

this work was the staff and their common sense of purpose in 
doing the work they all do in service to our community. The 
halls resonate with their voices and the excitement of doing 

help solve problems, and prepare the playbook for future 

funding is always top of mind as a primary challenge of running 
and sustaining operations and programs. Another challenge 

is also opportunity. Talented and purpose-driven LGBTQ+ 

the Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community Center is one such 
organization. 
SL: The Lehigh Valley has lost its three gay bars in the 

community that young people do not even know that they 
are missing since Diamonz, Candida's, and The Stonewall 
closed – and for the older people who are mourning the 

loss of those safe havens? 

BM: Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT 
Community Center continues 
to build community in as 

partnered with City Center 

Wednesdays, a monthly 
event downtown that 
supports local businesses, 
celebrates local drag 
culture, and encourages 
people to come together 

Brew Works and the Gay 

in Silk, another monthly 
event downtown with an 
atmosphere that resembles 
those of the gay bars of 

new programming and groups to encourage more people to 
connect, including a monthly game night and weekly watch 

year, the center added new community groups for LGBTQ+ 
neurodivergent community members and for bisexual, 

community spaces and listen to community concerns. We want 
to hear from everyone, and the center is sharing information 
about how to be part of the tour. Beyond our center, the Lehigh 
Valley is fortunate to have LGBTQ+ entertainment leaders and 

SL: Is this a role you would consider accepting beyond the 
interim period? 
BM: My role at the center is to continue the incredible work 

my role as interim. 
SL: What do you do when you are not saving gay community 
centers from closure? 

as a former volunteer and now as interim executive director. 

getting back into a great place physically that contributed to 
my overall sense of wellbeing, while exploring other things 
that the time you gain in retirement allows one to explore. 

entertaining friends as we come out of the pandemic.

Bill McGlinn
a conversation with

Interim Executive Director
Bradbury Sullivan LGBT Community Center

12



Lehighton, PA   61010-0-37777-7-9577   info@TheWoods.camp

MAKE NEW FRIENDS
POOL PARTIES VOLLEYBALL

NEW DANCE CLUB BONFIRES
161 ACRES WITH HIKING TRAILS

MASSAGE RESTAURANT BYOB
CLOTHING OPTIONAL RESORT

The Woods Camping 
Resort provides a 

beautiful setting for 
an exciting vacation 
experience found 

nowhere else!

ton, PA   61100 7373777 577   info@TheWood959
All Guests Must be 18+  ID Required

ALL ARE WELCOME



THIS VIEW FROM CAMP

Mess Hall

The 

  PoconosNewest
  campground

The 

  

The Den

Kitchen
Full bath
Heat+A/C

Mini-Fridge
Microwave
Bunk Beds

COTTAGECABIN

@ccccccccccccaaaaaaaaaaaaammmmmmmmmmmmmppppppppppppoooooooooooouuuuuuuuuutttttttttmmmmmmmmmmtttttttnnnnnnneeeeebbbbboooo@

piano bar - video lounge - dance clubg
clothing optional pool & jacuzzii i j i

RV siites - Ten iting - Deluxe Ca ibins - Rustiic Cottages

444466 MMtt. NNebeboo RdRd, EaEastst SStrtrououdsdsbuburgrg, PAPA 1818303011

poconocampout.comp p
 570-664-8100





Iand his husband Tom were talking to some mutual friends 

getting to know him

interview Paul, and the chance to get to know him and his 
music better. 

Brad Scott Smith: We have a lot in common musically, but 
we, also moved to NYC in the 1990s too. In my opinion, 
the last decade of affordable 
rent, the birth of classic 90s 
house music and legendary 
super clubs, like Limelight, 
Palladium, Roxy and Tunnel. 
What inspired you to move 
to NYC?
Paul Andrews: Well, when 

experience you had with 

started going with my friends. 

it before. What then sealed 
the deal for me was an offer 
from a publishing company 

decided to move to where the 
music was taking me.
BSS: How did you break into 
the Dance Music community?

co-writing and producing a song for a girl group called “Three 

to know more people in the industry and was booking more 
writing and recording sessions.
BSS: What places were you hanging out and drawing the 
most inspiration from?

Splash, Champs, Barracuda. They played artists like M-People, 

BSS: You shared with me a drive with all of your remixes 

There are some really big names in that folder. It’s very 
impressive. My favorite is Vogue (Beauty Edition) Remix. I 
had the chance to play it at the last High Tea at The Deck 

beautiful remix, so how did that remix of Madonna’s classic 
anthem come to be, I know there’s a story behind this?

with him felt special. We would 
talk about music all the time 
and he would tell me so many 

especially my chord choices 
and changes.

from him with a link to a zip 

do with them for his birthday, 

wanted to respect the original 

is an elegance to “Vogue” 

create a version that centered 

remix feel familiar, changing it 
up little by little along the way. 

Then the journey had to take the listener into new territory, so 
the whole second half of the song departed into new harmonies 
and melodic ideas. Shep told me that it was the best birthday 

BSS: Congratulations on the new album dropping this 
past January. I read in your press release that you wrote, 
arranged, produced, sang and played on all 11 songs! That 
is really impressive. Tell us about From the Distance, and 

remember realizing at one point during quarantine that this 

"From the Distance"
An Interview of Paul Andrews by DJ Brad Scott

Pictured: From the Distance (album cover)
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on around the world. People were working with each other, 
interacting with each other “from the distance”. Even social 

can be done from the distance.

Prince who used to write and record on his own.  
BSS: Your music has been described as Retro Futurism, 
sounds like a great name for a party, can you describe what 

time periods, what is near and dear to my musical heart comes 

there is still so much more we can do with older styles, bringing 
them into the here and now, and beyond. New technology and 
home studios have expanded what independent musicians 

bring that feeling of the album experience back to the listener, 

BSS: One of your songs on the new album is called “To 
Belong”, I read that is partly inspired by a quote from 
LGBTQ activist Alexander Leon:

“Queer people don't grow up as ourselves, we grow up 

minimize humiliation & prejudice. The massive task of our 
adult lives is to unpick which parts of ourselves are truly us 
& which parts we've created to protect us.”

Which, by the way is one of my favorite quotes of 2020. 
What is your message behind that song?

part of something, but longing for the world to shift its mindset 

having a puzzle table allow any shape to be part of it to create 

inspiration for the second verse.
BSS: Any words for today’s LGBTQ youth with the “Don’t 
Say Gay” bill and the attacks on Transgender kids and their 

language in the bill leaves much to interpretation. Not sure 

industry and the advertising industry have embraced diversity, 
realizing how including people from different lifestyles, 
cultures, and backgrounds makes things more interesting. We 
now how LGBTQ+ superheroes in comics, commercials with 
gay couples having a meal with their kids, cartoons with drag 
queens and masculine women. Kids are going to be exposed 
to this diversity no matter how hard conservatives try to stop it, 

BSS: The last track on your album is “Shady Pines”. I 
immediately went to Sophia and the Golden Girls, but 

one of our favorite shows. We decided to call our place “Shady 

where it was going and wanted to include it as something on 

a few Basia reference in the lyrics as an ode to both her and 
Danny White, her musical partner. They both heard the song 

BSS: Where can people buy and stream your new album 

those who buy music, my album are on iTunes and high 

channel.

on around the world. People were working with each other,
interacting with each other “from the distance”. Even social 

can be done from the distance.

Prince who used to write and record on his own.
BSS: Your music has been described as Retro Futurism,
sounds like a great name for a party, can you describe what 

time periods, what is near and dear to my musical heart comes

there is still so much more we can do with older styles, bringing 
them into the here and now, and beyond. New technology and 
home studios have expanded what independent musicians 

bring that feeling of the album experience back to the listener, 

BSS: One of your songs on the new album is called “To
Belong”, I read that is partly inspired by a quote from
LGBTQ activist Alexander Leon:

“Queer people don't grow up as ourselves, we grow up

minimize humiliation & prejudice. The massive task of our 
adult lives is to unpick which parts of ourselves are truly us 
& which parts we've created to protect us.”

Which, by the way is one of my favorite quotes of 2020. 
What is your message behind that song?

part of something, but longing for the world to shift its mindset

having a puzzle table allow any shape to be part of it to create

inspiration for the second verse.
BSS: Any words for today’s LGBTQ youth with the “Do
Say Gay” bill and the attacks on Transgender kids and th

language in the bill leaves much to interpretation. Not sure 

industry and the advertising industry have embraced diversity,
realizing how including people from different lifestyles, 
cultures, and backgrounds makes things more interesting. We 
now how LGBTQ+ superheroes in comics, commercials with 
gay couples having a meal with their kids, cartoons with drag
queens and masculine women. Kids are going to be exposed
to this diversity no matter how hard conservatives try to stop it,

BSS: The last track on your album is “Shady Pines”. I
immediately went to Sophia and the Golden Girls, but 

one of our favorite shows. We decided to call our place “Shady 

where it was going and wanted to include it as something on

a few Basia reference in the lyrics as an ode to both her and
Danny White, her musical partner. They both heard the song 

BSS: Where can people buy and stream your new album

those who buy music, my album are on iTunes and high

channel.

on’t 
heir

Brad Scott SmithB

Pictured: Andrews, standing in the Studio
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P
ride season punctuates the joy of LGBTQ+ 
community, and, every year, the stories of Pride 
festivals everywhere are captured in pictures, videos, 

the timeliness of Pride, cranking out feel-good pieces 

and powerful quotes.
     But, in my experience as a gay former journalist, 

organizations make rainbow versions of logos and hoist 

frequently outside of Pride season? The tokenization of 
our community happens every year by news organizations 

media has a specialized audience, and so, the stories 

stories. Queer stories are important stories. Queer stories 
are our stories.

myself pitching LGBTQ+ stories and getting the sense 

a few at a certain time. The hesitation always bothered 
me. The prevailing argument was that LGBTQ+ stories 
only impact LGBTQ+ viewers, readers, and listeners, 
who make up a small portion of the audience. Perhaps 
the unspoken argument was that newsrooms wanted to 
avoid controversy and thus the wrath of homophobes and 
transphobes.
     This is why queer media is critical. Unapologetic 
coverage of incredibly important issues on a regular basis 

as LGBTQ+ across the country and around the world, 

LGBTQ+ equality needs to be seen and heard by more 
than just queer folks. Everyone needs to read, listen, and 
watch queer stories, because they impact all of us in one 
way or another. To be fair, several news organizations are 
stepping up to include LGBTQ+ coverage more regularly, 

pressures mount, the likelihood of coverage drops.
     As the communications manager at Bradbury-Sullivan 

that coverage, which often includes the work we do in 

news angle.
     And then, there are examples of LGBTQ+ stories that 

been sitting before the U.S. Senate since March 2021. 

see headlines about the Equality Act in most mainstream 
media outlets these days.
     Do the rights of LGBTQ+ Americans matter less now? 

to die? Do you even know what the Equality Act includes? 
When reporters and editors have failed to answer these 
questions, pockets of light have come from meaningful 

Pat Toomey.
     Queer media continues to hold politicians accountable. 

continue to impact the real lives of LGBTQ+ people. 
Queer media refuses to “balance out” LGBTQ+ stories 

harmful perspectives.

to stay silent. Support queer news in all of its forms: 
newspapers, magazines, podcasts, websites, you name 

more LGBTQ+ coverage now than ever before. But queer 
stories demand to be told every day in every way.

Why Queer Media Matters
by Stephen Jiwanmall
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YOUR FAVORITE NEW GET-A-WAY
An interview with Kristopher Weaver

Give us a little background. How did Camp Out come to be? The key 
players and a brief timeline from dream to reality. 
Looking at how the world has changed so dramatically in recent years, 

we knew we wanted to open up a new operation for LGBT+ folks to call home. 
Over time our community has seen 

widespread closure of businesses 

which for many people has been 
devastating. Digital LGBT+ spaces 
are great, but having a physical spot 
where our community can celebrate 
who we are is paramount. When we 
came across the spot which became 
Camp Out Mt. Nebo, we quickly fell 
in love with the prospect of what it 
could become with hard work and 
careful planning. With backgrounds 
in business, infrastructure, hospitality, 
landscaping, entertainment, tech and 
more, our team fell into place and 
we began working on-site in May of 

gaining ground toward various goals. 
What about the camping culture 
made you say, "this is what I want to 
do with my life"? 

a great opportunity to offer a lively yet relaxing place to step away from daily 
routines in an outdoor arena with space to let loose. We all deserve a place to 
feel welcome and accepted, and our community is no exception. 
What are some of the events/offerings that set you apart from other 
summer vacation options people have? 

We have plenty of space to relax peacefully, but we also schedule themed 

or you can bring your beverages to The Den, our piano and video lounge. 

o r our pavilion is perfect if you 
prefer open air. We are a 21+ 

working with local operations 
to increase your options this 

planning stages for a restaurant. 

sets us apart is our interest in 
real, personable communication 

happy to chat about ideas you 
may have. One last remarkable 
aspect of camping with us is the 

the Poconos, with quick access 
to hiking, canoeing, shopping, 
casinos, dining options and a 

lot more. 

deluxe cabins, which offer a full bathroom and a kitchenette, a full bed and 

deck and picnic table, plus a view of the Appalachian Trail that still makes me 

rustic experience, our cottages have a full bed, two sets of slim bunk beds, 
a mini-fridge with microwave and a quaint porch. Our tent sites each have 

What is the price of a season pass and what does that include? What if I 
want to come for just the day and relax by the pool? 

entertainment for that entire day. Camp visitors are welcome to bring food 

day passes are available 2-days at a time, though they do not need to be 

actually a pretty good savings for anyone looking to spend a lot of time at 

Is Camp Out involved in any LGBTQ community programs? 
Great question. We proudly joined the Pocono Chamber of Commerce and 

they are a talented group with great ideas. At our pool opening, we are hosting 

camp, for testing, prevention and education. As we grow, we plan to contribute 
in more ways to community outreach programs. Another way we encourage 
the community is by seizing opportunities to collaborate with local vendors 
and entertainers, showcasing queer merchandise and talent, in our camp store 

a dedicated staff, including many people in the Pocono LGBT+ community. 
Please include all ways you would like people to contact Camp Out. 
Phone, email, social media etc. 

info@poconocampout.com
poconocampout.com for all sorts of details and to book a campsite, but we are 

We love hearing 
from people and 

is already a lot of 
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rights of LGBTQ intended parents who are using donors and conceiving at 
home with known and unknown donors matched through social media sites.  

statutory authority addressing the rights of individuals and children conceived 
through assisted reproductive technology, so we are applying old laws to new 
technology to establish legal rights of intended parents.  Although Pennsylvania 
case law has developed legal guidance with respect to establishing parental 
rights of intended parents and limiting rights of donors, that is not necessarily 
helpful in these cases without some further action on your part.   

but it is not without its challenges.   Even with this guidance, a non-genetic 

biological child through a second parent adoption.   
     When using a donor, there are more legal assurances when intended parents 

donor agreements before conception and proceeding with a fertility doctor to 
build your family in order to safeguard that the donor has no parental rights or 
obligations to the child. Also, when using legitimate sperm banks, the risk is 
limited in these instances since the sperm donor signs consents and releases 
through the cryo-bank which reduces the possibility of disputes in the future.  

are pursued is due to the mounting costs of donor gametes and family building 

 
     That is understandable, but the legal exposure is much more costly if 

is contrary to Pennsylvania case law. The law requires the formation of a 
binding agreement outside 
of a romantic relationship 
between the recipient and the 
donor with their intentions 
expressly provided in an 
agreement.  Outside of the 
obvious health risks without 
proper medical screening of 
donors, there are also the 
legal risks associated with 
potential future disputes 
about custody rights and 
obligations of support for 
all involved without further 
action.  
     The risk becomes even 
more problematic when 
the donor is a known 
donor and has a continued 
relationship with the child 

particular situations, the 
legal risks are high and 
require court action to 
terminate parental rights of 

rights continue to exist 
and may lead to a host of 
unexpected problems in the 
future. 

     When dealing with legal issues as a result of family formation, you should 
speak to an attorney experienced in Assisted Reproductive Technology Law as 

Dorota Gasienica-Kozak, Esq
Attorney Dorota Gasienica-Kozak is driven to making lives better for her 

Assisted Reproductive Technology practice section, 
she focuses her practice in the areas of Adoption 

Technology Law and Estate Planning.  
     Dedicated to improving her personal 
and professional community, Attorney 

Council and later as the Chair of 
the Board of Governors of the 
Greater Lehigh Valley Chamber 
of Commerce. Today, she is the 
solicitor and Vice Chair of the 
United Way of the Greater Lehigh 
Valley and volunteers with the legal 
clinic at the Bradbury-Sullivan LGBTQ 
Community Center. She is regularly 
invited to speak at regional and national 
conferences on topics related to her legal 
practice.

The Trouble With
In-Home Inseminations 

Esquire, Partner and Chair of the
  

King, Spry, Herman, Freund & Faul LLC
One West Broad Street Suite 700 

Bethlehem, PA 18018
610-332-0390 • www.kingspry.com   

KingSpry Law
KingSpry’s LGBTQ-friendly legal practice 
includes adoption law, assisted reproductive 
technology law, business law, civil rights law, 
contract law, education law, employment/labor 
law, estates/trusts law, family law, landlord/tenant 
law, litigation, municipal law, name changes, 
non-profit law, public finance, and real estate law.
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  IN its doors in downtown, things were starting to look up for 

was in full bloom, and a more free-thinking approach was overtaking 

freedom and experimentation was on a steep rise all over the country. 

sanctuary for gay men, could thrive—even in the midst of a Methodist 
campground and seasonal town known as Rehoboth Beach, Delaware.      

an extreme change in this type of thinking occurred. Now, gay men were 
widely considered to be “public enemy number one” by many people 

open from 1979 until 1987, and was one of only a few places in 
the country offering privacy, safety and freedom to gay men. This 
single property offers us an incredible and rare opportunity to 
study the pandemic in depth, and truly understand its awful wrath. 

were self-acceptance, fun, inclusion, freedom, entertainment, 
friends, connections, and sanctuary. Going against the grain 

well educated, he traveled often to many different cities, he was 
a smart businessman and had a very open and curious mind. 

lack of diversity in Rehoboth Beach and found this to be totally 

take his VW bus and drive to one of the reasonably close cities like 

himself a strong base of friends from previous and frequent visits to 

     Sometimes on these weekends, he was known to close off the whole 

like-minded could peacefully enjoy their time without judgment or 

would enjoy themselves so much, they became very faithful customers 
and would go back home to spread the word. Clearly, our friend 

men also grew. Safety became an even more prized commodity in 

to go out to places like "The Renegade" for drinks, dancing, and 

THE
REHOBOTH

Pictured (L): Chris Dockins
(Asst. Inkeeper), Cosmo, and me

PART 3

Background: Paradise Guest House, 1979.
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anymore to be seen going in or out from a 

his guests in his van to the bar, drop them 
at the door and count them. One of the 

this adventure to me in an interview: 

when he would drop us off, and in his thick 
German accent, he would count us and tell 
us not to leave the bar no matter what, and 
he would say exactly what time he would be 
back. When it was time to go, his bus would 

open the door, the pot smoke would billow 
out, and he would count everyone all over 
again... extra numbers were no problem, 
but if he was missing someone, the bus 

that meant going inside and dragging them 

were safe under his watch was something 

felt from him still sticks with me to this day." 

Rehoboth that offered gay men this type of 

men were now frequently being targeted. 

people that Rehoboth was safe, a different 
message was spreading in the local 
community: the message that they had 

     Very successful gay businesses had 
begun to pop up around the local area, but 
suspiciously many would burn down—some 
of them, multiple times. Gay men in town 
were often subject to ridicule and physical 
abuse from locals, visitors and even police. 

posted their slogan—“Keep Rehoboth a 

believe—or even wanted to consider—that a 
gay person could have or be part of a family. 

the pandemic, and the town of Rehoboth? 

stories of community strength and love. And 
of the ability of a demonized population 
to not only change the town, but to create 
programs and discussions that would 

will share stories of the superhero lesbians 
who became pillars of support within the 
gay community. And of the events that 
would happen here, and that would directly 
contribute to the safety and comfort we all 
seem to under appreciate—and too easily 
forget—in these good times of acceptance.

Background: The back of the
Paradise Guest House, 2021.

anymore to be seen going in or out from a 

his guests in his van to the bar, drop them 
at the door and count them. One of the 

were safe under his watch was something

felt from him still sticks with me to this day." 

Rehoboth that offered gay men this type of 

believe—or even wanted to consider—that a
gay person could have or be part of a family.

h d i d h f R h b h?

Background: The back of the
Paradise Guest House, 1979.

23



LProvincetown is at the northern tip of Cape Cod, Massachusetts. 

is known as a longtime haven for the LGBTQ+ community. 

numerous galleries, restaurants, nightclubs, cabarets and 
specialty shops are clustered on and around lively Commercial 
Street. Make time to enjoy the sunsets and ocean views. 

talented rosters of entertainers you will see anywhere in 2022. 
Mark Cortale took some time to explain how it all came to be. 
And a few of the performers tell us what makes their show the 

Mark Cortale
Q: When and why did you decide to 

conscious decision to represent LGBTQ+ 

was based on the incredible respect that 

perform in Provincetown in 1999 at the Post 

beautiful, gay resort town.
Q: Why did you choose Provincetown to call home and open 

unique town where acceptance of gay people was the norm 
and creative drag artists were respected and embraced long 
before Drag Race.

landlord Ben DeRuyter had the vision to convert two old movie 
theatres in the center of town into a great performance space.

by my fantastic Technical Director and Sound Designer Shelley 

get to live and work in Provincetown all these years later.

Stephanie J. Block
The 

Cher Show, and star of Falsettos and The 
Mystery of Edwin Drood
Q: What inspires you as a performer?
A: Storytelling inspires me to be a 
performer. A great story is a powerful 

given the chance to be the translator of 

emotion in between.
Q: Why is your show the best show to see this 
summer?
A: My show is the show to see this summer because it was not 

summer, Mother Nature decided to postpone my concert with 
a hurricane. Acts of nature have been trying to stop me. But 

This show has been percolating for over two years and is ready 
to be served.
Q: What is your favorite thing about Provincetown?

of belonging, the food, the friends and of course, 

Chita Rivera

West Side 
Story
Q: What inspires you as a performer?
A: Being an artist inspires me.
Q: Why is your show the best show to see 
this summer?
A: The show is full of interesting music.
Q: What is your favorite thing about Provincetown?
A: Provincetown is full of artists.

Melissa Errico
Tony nominee and star of Amour, My Fair 
Lady, and Passion returns in the critically 
acclaimed No One Is Alone: Melissa 
Errico Remembers Stephen Sondheim
Q: What inspires you to be a performer?

was only working in musical theater and 

The Art House in ProvincetownThe Art House in Provincetown
Photo by Peter Mitchell
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Sondheim, and dreaming about his genius and ambivalences, 
and how to concertize his sublime complexity. Sondheim is 

have marvelous fellow-dreamers who like to run away on the 
same sailboat.
Q: Why is your show the best show to see this summer?

will be a chance to celebrate and remember him, and for those 

Q: What is your favorite thing about Provincetown?

to live shows but especially here, where there is a special thrill 
about entertaining. The audiences make you do bold things. A 
Ptown crowd wants you to reach deep, take chances, and let 

the sea air, the unique vibe of openness to all kinds, the shops, 

"Anything you do, let it come from you, then it will be new" ... 
those words are eternal. Be... you.

Edmund Bagnell
1st Violinist & Vocalist of the internationally 

Q: What inspires you to be a performer?

are able to tap in to that universal “human 
truth” with their work. And that can be as 

simple as expressing what it feels like to have 

artist feels like they are expressing something “true,” 
and this really inspires me to get on stage and create music that 
hopefully says something that an audience can recognize as 
something real and speaks to them as well.
Q: Why is your show the best show to see this summer?

can cover country music, disco music, pop, folk, classical, jazz, 
and Broadway and the violin can seamlessly transition between 

and it really covers the gamut of different musical styles.
Q: What is your favorite thing about Provincetown?

after year.

Jessica Vosk
Wicked on Broadway and her 

Hall show
Q: What inspires you to be a performer?
A:My inspiration started at a young age, 
when my parents would play records in 
the living room, and my little 3 year old 

discovered broadway and was never the 

trying to perfect the sounds of my idols on their 

students and kids just realizing that this is what they want to 
do someday. Paying it forward will never get old. Also, Bette 
Midler thankssssss.
Q: Why is your show the best show to see this summer?

Q: What is your favorite thing about Provincetown?

gates—just a gaggle of gay men, willing to belt out show tunes 
with me. Add on the night life, restaurants and calmness of the 

Daniel Shevlin

turn Versatile
Q: What inspires you to be a performer?

to remember that special magic we feel 
when we attend a live performance, as we 
witness an artist create in the moment and 
connect with their audience.
Q: Why is your show the best show to see this 
summer?

exactly what you need.
Q: What is your favorite thing about Provincetown?
A: The seemingly endless “choose your own adventure” 
options that each day there presents.

provincetownarthouse.com
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Ask Novus

While proper condom use is highly
effective at reducing STIs, viruses like
herpes and human papilloma virus
(HPV) or genital warts, can be
transmitted to areas not covered by
the condom. Proper condom use not
only involves putting it on correctly
but also using the best fit. And let’s
face it, a lot of people say they don’t
like to use condoms because of how
they feel. Trying a thinner condom is
a helpful option.

Another option is to place just a drop
or two (no more) of lube inside the
condom. And while on the topic, use
that lube! The lubrication’s slickness
can prevent the possibility of tears
and reduce the chance of getting STIs
and HIV. One very important
consideration to remember is to
avoid oil-based lubrication on latex
condoms as oils can break down the
latex, leading to breakage.

S E X U A L H E A L T H If I have an STI, will I have
symptoms?

Novus is committed to
supporting sexual health

wellness bymaking accurate
information available to the
public so that theymay take
care of their sexual health. It is
important to remember that
Novus does not give diagnosis,
treatment, ormedical advice on
this form, simply sexual health
information. If you have an
urgent sexual health issue,

please consult with a healthcare
provider or call one of our five

locations to schedule an
appointment.

novusacs.com

About 50% of individuals may have no
symptoms at all. In fact, the CDC
reported this year that 1 in 5 people
have an STI. Think of this statistic the
next time you are in a room full of
people.

The bottom line is sex is good, enjoyable,
and fun, and using condoms and taking
PrEP can reduce the risk of both STIs and
HIV. Take control and use available
resources such as pre-exposure
prophylaxis (PrEP), post-exposure
prophylaxis (PEP), and frequent STI
testing. Open communication with
sexual partners can help reduce risks
and lead to safer sex. At NOVUS we
believe education, positive
communication, and elimination of
barriers to sexual healthcare are
essential. We welcome you to come to
NOVUS. Let us take care of your needs.

ASK NOW

Are condoms 100% effective at preventing STI's?
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What inspired you to begin this project? 
Mike Ruiz: This project was born out of my 

deep desire to explore a part of myself that has been 
underlying my entire life. After a year of pandemic-

of being gay, being attracted to men, having sex with 

known before. Not only was it intoxicating, it was actually 

a very strong brotherhood with a rich history rooted in 

satisfy my personal interests and celebrate these men in 

WAS BORN.  
What is it about leather and leather men that is so 
attractive/inspiring to you? 

There is something raw and carnal about the uniform and 

been hugely inspired by the hyper masculine aesthetic of 

masculine as  a way to compensate for being gay but as 

Mike
Leathermen

Ruiz
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stuff through my work. Photographing all of these men 
is so satisfying to me in so many ways beyond creative 

men from the leather community to participate in 
your project? 

making a post on social media and the help and guidance 

befriended prior embarking on this project.
How has this project impacted you personally? 

bonded with some incredible men . Also, by seeing how 
free and empowered they are is empowering to me. 

myself without judgement. This has happened thanks to 

few of the guys. 
How do you think this project is impacting the men 
you are photographing? 

leathermen who are only connected by this project. Being 

been getting a lot of really heartfelt emails form leather 
men from around the world telling me how powerful it is 
to see men like them being represented. This gentleman 
from Sao Paulo, Brazil has allowed me to share his email 

photos, beautiful looking at these men, for the emotion 
and if all that it takes us, beautiful collection that makes 
us travel in a whirlwind of emotions and feelings. my 
humble congratulations.

way, because a lot brings us together in some way and 

something that really made me very happy tonight.” 
@alex_lthr_ 

cross section of the leather community. 
What do you hope to accomplish with this project? 

humanity of a beautiful community that has contributed 
so much to LGBTQ history.

Mike Ruiz is most proud of his community service 

Gets Better Campaign, Live Out Loud, Project Angel 

mikeruiz.com
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COVID-19 
Vaccine and 
Booster Clinics

522 W. Maple Street
at Bayard Rustin Way
Allentown, PA 18101
Located outside the building

4:00-6:00 p.m.

Free! No proof of insurance or residency required

June 7
July 5
September 6

October 4
November 1

For more information, please visit
BradburySullivanCenter.org/Coronavirus

In collaboration with:



COLMAN
DOMINGO

 Stephen Libby
Photos by Sekou Luke
Billie Gene for Exclusive Artists 
using Milk Cosmetics

Out & proud Colman 
Domingo is an actor, 
writer and director. He 

received a 2011 Tony nomination 
for his performance as Mr. Bones 
in the Broadway musical The 
Scottsboro Boys. On the big screen, 
he has played supporting roles in 
Steven Spielberg's Lincoln, Ava 
DuVernay's Selma, Barry Jenkins' If 
Beale Street Could Talk, George 
C. Wolfe's Ma Rainey's Black 
Bottom. He is also known for his 
performances on television as Victor 
Strand in AMC's Fear the Walking 
Dead and Ali on Euphoria. Recently 
we spoke on the phone and Colman 
shared his thoughts on growing 
up gay in Philadelphia, what his 
perfect day looks like and stepping 
into Bayard Rustin's shoes for the 
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Stephen Libby: Hello, Colman Domingo. How are you?  

SL: It's funny hearing you say my name...wow.  

SL: You know, it tickles a few other parts of me as well.  

SL: I really enjoyed your Easter photo from 1976 that you posted 
on Twitter. 
CD: Thank you so much. That was back in the day when, you know, it was 

African prince, apparently. And then my sister looks like a lady in waiting 
with her little purse and my mother rushing in to make sure that my 

legs. She remembered our mother rushing in because she wanted it to 
be just perfect. And we took that shot right before we went to church. 
SL: Since we're talking about your youth, what it was like growing 
up gay in your neighborhood of Philadelphia?  

and with parents that loved me, in inner city West Philadelphia, where 
my parents worked hard, and they made sure that we went to college. 

crushes on boys, and 

was anything wrong 

just like you have a 

on boys and girls. 

one. My parents had 
never said anything 
derogatory about 
gays and lesbians. My 
parents loved me so 

to stay close with 
them. That was the 

21. And immediately 
my mother came 
out to visit me in 

wanted to know what 
my life was like. And 
then she realized 
there was nothing 
different than before 

know, just a weirdo, 

knew anything about gay people it was the rare occasion to see a 
gay person on television, which was not the fullest and most complex 

gay in the inner city? That was not my story. There are so many stories. 

along with most other African Americans did feel oppressed. 
And that's why he was so active in the civil rights movement 

involved with playing Bayard Rustin? 

different writers, collaborators. Then it landed in the hands of George 

was able to lead with love and bring everyone to hopefully their better 
selves and to their intent and purpose. Rustin is in the center of it, and 

wanted to make sure with every single moment that we were on the 

just about how we get it right in the edit and then how we market it 

SL: And he was very intentional in his life and mission and work. 
What did you know about Bayard Rustin before you were offered 

seemed like so egregious. And then once you investigate it even more 
so you realize it was coming from so many different angles to suppress 

you know, he was a member of the Communist Party. There were so 

And you know, the idea that he was not the marketing materials of 
what the movement looked like. But he was fully himself. To be in the 

do it by himself. There was Diane Ladd. There was Ralph Abernathy. 
There are all these people who are now just getting their due and 

move the needle forward in our humanity, it takes all of us. No one can 

SL: I agree with that 100 percent. What do you think he would 
make of where we are as a nation regarding LGBT and African-
American people?  

when it comes to LGBTQ+ people, the fact that we can have that 
many letters and being represented and for people to actually 
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on his sexuality. And then we got the person, you know, his ideas, 

you and I didn't hear anything about these people in high school 
or college. Why is this not mainstream? 
CD: That was very conscious by the systems to make sure that 

all of us and not just for gay people, but for all of our humanity. 

about the history of LGBT people when we have more states that 
are interested in the 'don't say gay' legislation.  

just trying to keep people down. They want the systems to work 

to hold on to something that is not in their favor because young 

SL: I like hearing that. So, you're an award-winning big screen, 
stage and TV actor, writer, director, singer. Do you prefer one of 
those roles of over another? 

that you give a bit of your soul and a bit of your heart every moment. 

these other positions, which are also challenging, but in a different way.  

more challenging than the others?  

SL: What are the challenges and rewards of being an openly gay 

playing gay roles. But if anyone asks me on any set, in any room 

my journey and has also led to all my greatest rewards. My rewards 
are being able to play complex African-American men and roles 

SL: When you're not working on a project, what does a perfect 
day look like for you? 

friends somewhere outdoors just laughing and enjoying. Maybe have 

SL: Anything else that you want to say that we didn't touch on or 
that you want to make sure that is in the article or the interview? 

be reading this, the one thing that has been very impactful, especially 

speaks to these young people in a way that they wish their parents 
spoke to them, or people who are mentors or people who were 

look towards a show like euphoria to see themselves honestly and 

usually is, do you have any message to LGBT youth out there? 
And so, you really wrapped up the interview beautifully.  

y

Learn more about Bayard Rustin at
bayardrustincoalition.com/about-bayard/

38



Bringing luxury, great taste, and
a little fun to downtown Allentown!



VICTORIA “V. E.” SCHWAB
author of more than twenty books, including the acclaimed 

Shades of Magic series, the Villains series, the Cassidy Blake series 

Their work has received critical acclaim, translated into over two 

Productions producing. When not haunting Paris streets or trudging 
up English hillsides, they live in Edinburgh, Scotland, and are usually 
tucked in the corner of a coffee shop, dreaming up monsters. 

Stephen Libby: How and when did this idea come to life for First 
Kill - from developing the story for your short novel - then to 
series? 
V.E. Schwab: There are certainly more queer stories than there used to 

to write a genre story. Queer kids deserve to have adventures and 
romance and fantasy and monsters and everything their straight 
counterpoints get, and they get to be the heroes of those stories, not 
the garnish.     

stories lend themselves perfectly to TV pilots, because the structure 
allows you to begin a story, and end not with a period but an ellipses. 

start of something.   
SL: Are Juliette and Calliope based on anyone you know? How 
did you shape their characters? 
VE: All of my characters contain tiny slivers of myself—my anxiety, my 

through all the usual teenage awkwardness, with the added discomfort 

one who has the potential to be the best, and who, on the surface, 

before you add in monsters.
     Both girls are at this crucial moment: they both have parents with 

Calliope are realizing, they can and must decide who they want to be 
for themselves.
SL: How did Emma Roberts/Karah Priess/Belletrist get involved 
and how has it been working with them to bring this to life? 

with Belletrist from the beginning. Their passion for novels made me 
trust their handling of the story as it grew from the original short into 

SL: Who were your inspirations growing up? Also how did they 
shape you for creating these characters and this world? 

to write a show for teenage me.
SL: What are you doing when you are not writing? 

V.E.
Schwab

Author of
First Kill

Stephen Libby

Photo by
Jenna Maurice
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IComic-Book artist from London. Soon after 

Kickstarter. Since then, it has been republished by Nobrow Press. This 
year, they will also publish my webcomic DeadEndia which is based 

Stephen Libby: First crushes are the scariest thing of all! Tell us a 
little about the creation of Dead End. How did you create these 
characters? 

them on the back of my homework. Every character contains a piece 

more of my queerness and feelings on my body, gender and sexuality, 

my queerness and my autism.
SL: How long does it take to turn a graphic novel into an animated 
series and speak to the journey? 

to work my way up the animation industry on various other projects, 

became the book series that Dead End: Paranormal Park is adapting. 

product as good as it is. 
SL: What was your experience growing up queer and how did that 
inform you on being a queer artistic creative. 

have a very supportive family, it took me a long time to articulate my 
feelings and it led me down some quite miserable paths. During my 

and any reference to gayness was always assumed to be negative. 

SL: What makes Dead End special for young queer people and 
how do you hope people will receive the series? What do you 
hope the takeaway is? 

the time it came out, things would be better. Steven Universe had just 

to know about our existence is being debated. Parents who support 

where Dead End was produced, our newspapers attack trans people 
every day, conversion therapy is still legal and our most loved living 
author uses her platform to lead a moral panic against our most 

for young queer people, Dead End can be a lighthouse among the 

of those worlds. Barney has gone through all the same stuff many of 

in 2022.

Dead EndDead End
Paranormal ParkHamish SteeleHamish Steele

42



1 pill a day HIV prevention
from the provider you trust.

PrEP at St. Luke’s

Get started today, call 484-503-8008 

100 N. 3rd Street, 2nd Floor 
Easton, PA 18042

Happy Pride



Addicted to
Summer Fun
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W
e are living through an 
ongoing pandemic. One that 
we will continue to feel the 

effects from for years to come. The 

was especially traumatic for so many 

executive director of Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT 
Community Center. We were on the front-lines of this activism 

in Pennsylvania and across the country, is detailed in my 
forthcoming book Crisis and Care: Queer Activist Responses 

Emmaus at 

All of a sudden, the world stopped. Or at least it felt that way. 
Airports were empty, public schools closed, colleges sent their 

shutdown led to a drastic reduction in air pollution, leading 
to “alpine weather” in the crowded city of Delhi. Quite 
literally, nothing felt normal. We started to hear from friends 
that someone they knew was sick, or that someone they knew 
had died. We heard from many more that they were out of 
work, or worse: required to work without personal protective 

everything that seemed impossible became our reality.     

was a time that anyone who lived through it will remember for 
the rest of their life. Our lives were traumatically disrupted, with 
any semblance of normalcy gone. Queer activists made hand-
sewn masks to keep their communities safe. Queer activists 
created mutual aid programs to meet the urgent needs of 
the most marginalized members of our community. Queer 
activists used technology to create virtual connections many 

that the broken health care system respond to queer 
community needs. Queer activists asked pointed questions. 
We demanded that our government prioritize people over 

We advocated for the abolition of prisons, perhaps 
especially when they resembled petri dishes likely to 
spread a dangerous virus. We demanded data collection 

We demanded information about how to safely have 

available, queer people created the information ourselves.

from loneliness, boredom, and desperation. The urgency of 

determination to hold our community close, even from afar, 

that we as a population knew something about how to survive 
a plague. Queer people were not the ones demanding that 
businesses reopen before it was safe. Queer people were 
not the ones questioning why we should wear face masks or 
protesting vaccine mandates. Queer people were not the ones 

a crisis with care. All that we had was each other. Luckily, it turns 
out that this was all that we needed.

Website: adrianshanker.com

EXCERPT FROM

Crisis and Care:
Queer Activist Responses to a Global Pandemic

Adrian Shanker
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Chestnutridge.org | 610-686-9397 | 400 S. 10th Street, Emmaus, PA 18049

The Power of Community
Having a community you can rely on makes all the difference. Now more than ever, 
the Chestnut Ridge at Rodale team is here to help you navigate your journey towards 

amenities, you can enjoy the best parts of retirement living.

WELLNESS-FOCUSED LIVING  |  UPSCALE APARTMENTS  |  STATE-OF-THE-ART AMENITIES

Construction is
UNDERWAY!

We still have 
apartments available, 
but they are selling 
fast. Call today to 
learn more.



DJ       Ben Bakson is on a worldwide tour, promoting 
“Ain`t Moving On,” his high-energy club track 

about being swept up in an inescapable crush.  

from Carnival in Brazil where he premiered the song 

in Australia where he headlined Sydney Mardi Gras 
and plans to do it again and again this summer when 
he performs Paris, Miami, Chicago, DC, and Prides in 

      “Ain`t Moving On” 
follows “Sound of 

features the vocals of 

Caddy is on the new 
single, too, this time 

the former lead singer 
of the British boyband, 
Blue.    
     “Ain`t Moving On 
is the story of my 
life,” Bakson explains.  

hard to let go, even 
after the relationship 

very selective of the 

connect with someone 

life without them.” 
     “Even when we know 
someone is unavailable 

hard to quell the intense feelings.”   
     Ben Bakson grew up as an only child with two 
parents in a small village in south Germany where 
he enjoyed watching movies, listening to music 
and long days at the lake or sea with family and 
friends.  At 18 years old, he moved to Berlin to study 

Economics and after graduating, he landed a 

he began dabbling in music production. 

on social media so my music found an audience 

was time to pursue my music dream.” 

is commercial with 
hard, emotional, 
and energetic beats.  
Vocals are important 
to him as he believes 
that they are the soul 
of every song.  

original compositions, 
he is noted for re-
working famous songs 
from the 80s and 90s, 
as he did recently with 

Died in your Arms”.  

past hits with fresh 
vocalists and modern, 
driving melodies,” he 
explains. 

to see smiles on all 
the faces in my crowd.  

feel hope, love and 

is the most powerful 
instrument in the world. 

Ben Bakson’s “Ain’t Moving On” featuring Caddy 
with Duncan James is available on Apple Music, 
Spotify and all digital platforms, along with its 
remixes by Dan Slater, Nina Flowers, Phil Romano, 
Lucas Franco, Eversend and Aurel Dev. 

Follow Ben on Instagram @ ben_bakson

DJ BEN BAKSON LAUNCHES WORLDWIDE TOUR 
by Jason Salerno
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N
Remember when all we had was a random ass on TV and in movies? In this 

The New LGBTQ+ Class:
COMING TO NETFLIX THIS SUMMER AND FALL 

Sam Zelaya (he/him)

Launch Date
Notable earlier role

they can be cowboys or astronauts or whatever they want to be, and representation is such a huge part of that.”
Favorite Pride or LGBTQ+ memory

Kristen Kish (she/her) (on right)

Launch Date
Notable earlier role: “People know me as a Chef, Top Chef season 10 winner. But also, hopefully just 

Favorite Pride or LGBTQ+ memory

Dominique Crenn (she/her) (on left)

Launch Date
Notable earlier role
known worldwide.”

woman, an activist for all human rights and as a gay woman.”
Favorite Pride or LGBTQ+ memory
and joy to be ourselves is priceless. Love and acceptance are a must in the world, so those are memories that will live 

Joel Kim Booster (he/him)

Launch Date

learning the cultural nuances of being Asian as he gets older, shares his preference for threesomes with tips 
for successful masturbation and his fascination for human sexuality and much more.
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Quote

Zack Barack (he/him)

Launch Date
Notable earlier role

Favorite Pride or LGBTQ+ memory

everyone in my home LGBTQ, but the majority of the people in the room were trans. So it was just really beautiful and has stuck 

important to let that wash over me. The photo is of me and my friend right after that, soaking that in.”

Georgie Stone (she/her)

Launch Date
Notable earlier role

have control over it”. 
Favorite Pride or LGBTQ+ memory: “Being a part of the Mardi Gras parade in Sydney was a highlight for me. 

Jonas Dylan Allen (he/him)

Launch date
Notable earlier role

: Allen plays the best friend of a queer teen girl that is part of a 
legacy family of powerful vampires. "My character, Ben, is a very intelligent well-liked athlete who is loyal 

positively represent both the Black and LGBTQ+ communities so getting the chance to be that for others is 
incredible." 

Favorite Pride or LGBTQ+ memory

it meant to her that he was there."

Frank Grimsley (he/him)

Launch date
Notable earlier role

: “Being an avid fan of reality TV, a fan of The Circle since its inception 

Favorite PRIDE or LGBTQ+ memory)
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Netflix Is A Joke:
The Festival

Stand Out: An LGBTQ+ Celebration
at The Greek Theatre

Hosted by Billy Eichner, he historic celebration 
featured some of the best in LGBTQ+ comedy 
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4124 W Tilghman Street

Allentown, PA 18014

o: 610-395-4500

c: 610-462-4727

rritter@weichert.com

www.BuyAndSellWithRobRitter.com

Realtor® / Assistant Manager

Robert V. Ritter

I take great PRIDE
in helping EVERYONE

find a place to call HOME

SRS, ABR, CMRS, SFR, Executive’s Club

About:
Providing legal services to the LGBT community for over 25 years. 
Board Member and Officer of Pride GLV, Member of LGBT Business 
Council and Founding Contributor of Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT 
Community Center. As a gay man, Mark has first-hand knowledge 
of the challenges that face the LGBT community. He lives in the 
Lehigh Valley with his husband and son.

Services Provided:
• Pre & Post Nuptial Agreements
• Partition of Property & Equity Actions
• Divorce
• Custody
• Child & Spousal Support
• Child Custody & Visitation
• Wills, Powers of Attorney & Living Wills
• Adoption & Assisted Reproductive Technology Law
• Name Changes
• General LGBT Legal Issues

Mark B. Stanziola, Esq.
Attorney at Law

GARDNER LAW OFFICE 
740 Main Street | Bethlehem, PA 18018

mstanziola@gardnerlawyers.com

610.866.9529



Ranchero Bowl

•

if absolutely not into tofu, 

• ½ cup salsa of choice
• ¼ cup nutritional yeast
• ½ Tbsp Braggs Amino Acids 

or soy sauce

• 1 tsp smoked paprika 
• 1 tsp garlic powder 
• 1 tsp turmeric
• 1 tsp chili powder
• 2 tsp cumin 
• pinch of salt 
• pinch of pepper

Sides/Toppings

Ingredients

• vegan refried beans or black 
beans 

• vegan cheese sauce or 

•

• cherry tomatoes rinsed and 
cut in half 

• taco sauce 
• tortilla chips 
• guacamole or fresh avocado
•

according to package

•

degrees for 18 minutes, 
shaking basket midway 
through.  Oven: 400 degrees 

(prep time: 20 minutes, cook time: 10-15 minutes (+ potato roast-

ing time), serves 4) 

all are optional, but recommended!

T

Check out a video demo 

of this recipe at

www.butterheadkitchen.

com under the ‘media’ 

tab & follow us on Insta 

& FB @butterhead 

kitchen & join us for 

an in-person or online 

vegan cooking class!

@bu�erheadkitchen

by Jason Sizemore
bu�erheadkitchen.com

an in-person or onlin

vegan cooking clas
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• Drain water from tofu and break into quarters.

not need to press or dry the tofu with a towel etc. 
Crumble into a large bowl.

• Add all ingredients, except for the sides and 
toppings, to the tofu and mix well with a spoon. 

• Add tofu scramble to a frying pan and cook over 
medium heat.  Press the mixture down with a spatula 

•
minutes.

•

until cheese is melted.

• Place a quarter of the tofu scramble in a large bowl.
•

• Add ¼ of the potatoes.
• Scoop 2 Tbsp of vegan sour cream & guacamole or 

avocado on top of the scramble. 
• Sprinkle a few of the halved tomatoes over 

everything. 
•
• Drizzle with the taco sauce. 
• Add a few vegan sausages to the bowl.
• Slide some tortilla chips in between the scramble & 

the side of the bowl or plate. 
•

Ingredients To Serve

Contact us @ butterheadkitchen@gmail.com

55



T he Dime restaurant and bar, ensconced on the third 

at 12 North Seventh Street, has been delivering an 
elevated perspective on chic urban hospitality since 

the dinner menu rounds up a deliciously culled 
selection of tastes to tempt both the local clientele 

dishes lively and enticing, and everything from 
gnocchi and pasta to desserts are made in-house. 

essentially just to brighten them up with brightness, 
acidity, and all those high tones.”    
     Premium steaks and chops are presented with a 

Braised Short Rib with Romesco and Pecorino 

and Beet Succotash. Salads, sides, and starters also 

endure as a favorite app.  

full-service bar delivers sharable bites such as Grilled 
Sourdough Crostini, Calamari, Pecorino & Basil 

well-dressed handhelds for omnivores, pescatarians, 
and vegetarians. Those having Asian cravings can 
lean into Crispy Korean BBQ Wings or Korean BBQ 
Short Rib Bahn Mi.    
     An inclusive drink list encompasses classic and 
contemporary cocktails and an extensive collection 

Oenophiles with cultivated palates will relish a 

The Dime Shines in Center CityThe Dime Shines in Center City
by Lenora Dannelke

The Details
12 to 9 p.m., Mondays through Thursdays 11 a.m. to 

to 10 p.m. The Dime serves breakfast daily from 7 to 
10:30 a.m. 

The restaurant can be reached using the elevators in 

Street. Parking is available in the Arena Deck and on 
the street in the surrounding area.  

To make a reservation, please call 484-273-4010, visit 

-

DimeAllentown.
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Imperfect Man Imperfect Man 
 

essentially a “greatest hits” collection from the past 

worthy sip. Specialties that pay homage to local culture 

warm weather, and a smoothly bracing Phantom Punch. 
 
2 oz. Bulleit Rye whiskey 

½ oz. Carpano Bianco vermouth 
2 dashes Peychaud Bitters 
2 dashes Angostura Bitters 
1 orange peel 
 
Stir all liquid ingredients in a mixing glass.  
Place a large cube of ice in a rocks glass. 
Pour cocktail into glass and garnish with orange peel. 
Enjoy immediately. 
 
Serves 1

quantities. Seven beers currently on tap include 
rotating choices and core staples. “Out-of-town 

varieties in bottles and cans, and we have a craft 

cocktail each day.     

buildings to the steeple of the church where the 
Liberty Bell was housed. Copper and iron accents in 

industrial heritage, and an open kitchen adds to the 

thedimeallentown.com
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Body and Soul

D        as gay and revealed his stripper past. The following week after 

a lifetime opportunity based off of my God-given talent, it 

hiding anything in its accompanying book of nude photography, 

Jason Salerno: Has former American Idol judge Paula Abdul 
weighed in on the images in #NSFW yet?   

JS: What would Simon (Cowell) say if he were to see them? 

JS: American Idol did amazing things for many artists.   

with incredible artists like Bryan Adams, George Michael and 

is a blessing. Not many singers can say that they have worked 

for helping me to learn the ropes. Those lessons were invaluable.  
JS: Did the show support you when you were outed?    

JS: Let’s discuss your life after Idol.  You took some wild turns, 
David; arrested for a DUI and landing in rehab.  What was all that 
about?  

that it was super addicting.  The combination of being at an all-time 

recovery.  Everyone is unique and has different demons to conquer.  
JS: Tell us about your new EP. 

hear me speaking out about my past and how it affected me.  
JS: You get into some pretty graphic material, David. 

JS: Why did you title the EP, “Don’t @ Me”? 

f-cks?  

JS: Is that what the album and book are about… coming out of 
hiding?  

transparent. The music is beautiful as are the photos.  The photographer 

JS: Everything seems to have come full circle for you.  

JS: Are you ready to forgive Perez Hilton for outing you?  

Britney Spears shaving her head, it was the only thing entertainment 

Visit: 

Follow David Hernandez:

David Hernandez Strips Bare in New 

Jason Salerno   Noel Photo Studios
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Ifeel ugly, oh so ugly.

on to me my inner darkness and despair and throw it on 

here with micro-PVC pipe in my gums 

on its patrons? Are there other victims of bread that are 
afraid to come forward? Why is the government keeping 

Speaking of Why - Why is it cute and charming for a 
child to walk around with a gap in the mouth but when 

for southern? Why is there a banjo on my knee?

barrel chested fella with a distinct Germanic nose. While 

you been to a Big & Tall store? My clothing options are 

variety of dark or light gray colors.

over the years, depending on which amusement park 

lows should be minimal.

temporary, but the time between now and 

is on the inside that matters, right? Unless 

what you put on top of it.

UberEats me some rice pudding. We need to vent, we 
need to isolate and shut down when we are faced with 

reside in that space for too long.

on, after all, and the world still needs me to make them 

The Toof, the Whole Toof and Nothing but the Toof
with Brian Wendt

Brian Wendt
active in local theater and enjoys spending time 
with his partner and two dogs and no one else.

lololoooowswswsww ssshohohoouuluulu dddddddd bebeeeb

tetetteteteteteteeemmmmmmmmmmm

isisisisisisssisisss ooooooo

hhhhhhhhhhh ttttttt
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Life is full of partners. 
Your health deserves one, too. 

Lehigh Valley Health Network hospitals  
are proud to be recognized as LGBTQ+  
Leaders in the Human Rights Campaign’s  
2022 Healthcare Equality Index.

LVHN.org/lgbtq   |   888-402-LVHN


