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Editor’s Note
Welcome to Summer 2021.
Picture it: 2016. The Lehigh
Valley. Three gay bars. Fast
forward to 2021. When the
49 year old Stonewall/Moose
Lounge closes on May 28th the
Lehigh Valley will have no gay
bars. And that is a sad day.
How do you put into words what
an institution like The Stonewall/
Moose Lounge means to each
Stephen Libby
of us personally and for our
Editor-in-Chief
collective community? The SW/
ML was a safe space for all of the
LGBTQ community and their allies. We've made out, hooked
up, made up and broken up while dancing to the fabulous
music pumping through the speakers. We've been picked
up, cut off, dished in our cliques and made life long friends.
We've celebrated personal triumphs, community gains and
also drowned our sorrows while feeling supported by the
management and staff. We've tipped drag performers who
donated all their tips back to the fundraiser of the evening.
When I moved here in 1990 there was a line to get into the bar.
Once inside you were shoulder to shoulder with 500 gays on
Ì i`>ViyÀ>`Üi>"6 Ìt/ i-ÌiÜ>Ü>ÃÛÌi`
best LV dance bar in the 90's by the readers of Lehigh Valley
Magazine. The Stonewall's friendly rivalry with Candida's Bar
ignited the bar wars which led to the creation of FACT. From
iÀÀÞ -V `Ì¿Ã }> *>ÞiÀÃ Ì >}}Ì iÕ` Ì ÌiÀ>Þ
thousands of drag performances, pool nights, karaoke,
underwear contests and so much more. More recently we've
had numerous family birthday and Gay Journal karaoke/pizza
parties in the Moose Lounge and leading the way is Gary's 86
Þi>À`ÃÌÀ>} Ì}À>`v>Ì iÀtƂVÕ«iv`iÀÃÌÀ>} Ì>i
friends commented that they had never been to a place that
is so accepting and "I feel like I can just relax and be myself".
I think that's what I will miss most about The Stonewall/Moose
Lounge; I know that most reataurants and other businesses
are gay friendly, but I don't feel as comfortable kissing Gary
full on the lips at any of these other welcoming places. When
you walk through the door of The Stonewall you let out a
sigh of relief. It was home. I salute all the owners, managers,
bartenders & barbacks, door people & bouncers, karaoke
hosts, performers, shot boys, strippers that gave us this safe
Ã«>VivÀxäÞi>ÀÃ° iiÀÃt
->ÛiÕÀ /+ÃÌÌÕÌÃt
Ûi >V "Ì iÀt
Steve
lvgayjournal@gmail.com
Contact us at lvgayjournal@gmail.com, or
Gaugler-Libby, LLC
PO Box 421
Stockertown, PA 18083
thegayjournal.net

Lenora Dannelke, an independent journalist covering food, travel or
anything fun, resides in Old Allentown and loves a good Bloody Mary.
- i >ÃLii>ÃÌ>ÕV >ÞvÌ i /+VÕÌÞvÀwÛi`iV>`iÃ°
Her pet peeve is seeing “macaron” misspelled as “macaroon”—
especially by a bakery.
Liz Bradbury Ã Ì i ÀiVÌÀ v Ì i /À>} ÃÌÌÕÌi v Ì i À>`LÕÀÞ
Sullivan LGBT Community Center and has been an activist since she
ran an LGBT committee in grad school in 1979. She’s written over 400
published articles on LGBT issues, and is the national award winning
author of the lesbian detective novels: The Maggie Gale Mysteries.
Corinne Goodwin serves as the Webmaster and social coordinator for
Lehigh Valley Transgender Renaissance, a support group for transgender
individuals that serves the Lehigh Valley and surrounding counties. After
serving in executive capacities for Fortune 50 companies she started her
ÜVÃÕÌ}wÀÓä£ä°vÞÕÃii iÀÕÌ>`>LÕÌLiÃÕÀiÌÃ>Þ
it
When Gary Gaugler, Jr Ã½ÌÃ>Û}Ì iÜÀ`>Ì ÃvwViL] iiÞÃ
writing his book series and playing video games. His passions include
cats, shenanigans, and weekend cocktails (though perhaps not in that
order). He resides in Allentown with his husband, Steve.
Carley Kuehner is a professional entrepreneur who owns a successful
national digital marketing agency Cosmick Technologies. Carley
}À>`Õ>Ìi` >Ì >ÃÌ -ÌÀÕ`ÃLÕÀ} 1ÛiÀÃÌÞ ÜÌ  > `i}Àii  «ÕÌiÀ
Science. In Carley’s free time you can expect to see her enjoying life on
the lake where she retreats to her secondary tiny home in the Pocono
Mountains.
Tim Helton Ã> >ÞÌ]" ÌÀ>Ã«>ÌÌÌ ii } 6>iÞÜ ÛiÃ
 VÃ]Li}ÃiÞÃV>i`>]V>`Þ]>`>Ã«ÀiÃÌLi>
throuple with Henry Cavill and Janet Jackson. (Fingers crossed) Make
him instafamous @timhelton and don’t forget to follow @lvgayjournal
Jason Sizemore is the owner of Butterhead Kitchen, a vegan cooking
class & small batch vegan products business. Check out our ad in this
issue for more info. He also teaches Mindfulness to kids & adults in the
Lehigh Valley, where he lives with his ever supportive husband William, &
Ì iÀÀiÃVÕi`}Ƃwi]>>¼ ÕÌÌiÀ i>`½°
William SandersÃ ÃÎÓÎÀ`Ì>ÌÞ«®Ãi>Ã>ÃƂÀÌÃÌV ÀiVÌÀ>Ì
Civic Theatre. He has worn mostly black since 1976. He loves his life, his
friends, his family, his work and his husband. Not in that order.

Jonathan Fleming graduated last year from Muhlenberg College with a
B.A. in Theatre and Media & Communication. As a Jersey native, he has
a very strong opinion on whose state has the best pizza. Follow his social
JÌyi}À>ÌÌyi}°V°

Jay Arch-Jay Ã > « Ì}À>« iÀ >` w>iÀ°  i ÛiÃ  >ÃÌ
Pennsylvania with his partner, Brad, and their dog, Lady.

Rev. Goudy has served as pastor at Metropolitan Community Church
of the Lehigh Valley since 1999. Goudy is married to Carol Stevens, RN,
FCN and they enjoy cooking, movies and being spiritual nerds.

Benny Vukaj]>ÀiÌ}E*, ÀiVÌÀvÀ ÛÕÃƂ -]Ã>iÌ ÕÃ>ÃÌ
of self-care and wellness. A person of many interests including your sex
vi° «ÜiÀ}ÞÕÌÌ>iVÌÀvÞÕÀÃiÝÕ> i>Ì >`iÞÌ i
pleasures you deserve. So go ahead, get naked, and feel good about it.

@lvgayjournal

The opinions and views expressed by our contributors are not necessarily
that of The Gay Journal, Gaugler-Libby, LLC or our advertisers.

Keri Pennypacker is the facilitator of the Lehigh Valley Lesbians
community group at Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community Center. She
works as a part-time senior center coordinator. She is married to her wife
Kris and has two teenage children. She loves music and enjoys the arts
in her spare time.

THE TWO SIDES OF VISIBILITY
by Corinne Goodwin

Back in January, I was watching a football game while doing
Ãi «Ài«>À>ÌÀÞ ÜÀ vÀ ÕÀ >Õ> /À>Ã}i`iÀ >Þ
of Visibility event when an acquaintance – someone I am
connected with on social media and a member of the LGBTQ
community – sent me a question via messenger. Paraphrasing,
it went something like this: “Years ago we didn’t have to worry
>LÕÌÌÀ>Ã}i`iÀ«i«iLi}ÛÃLi° ½ÌÞÕÌ ÌÜ>Ã
better for trans people when they weren’t in everybody’s faces
all of the time?”
How does one go about interpreting a remark like this?
Was it blatantly transphobic?
Was it well intended – at least in their own mind?
Was it an example of the gulf that exists between the LGB
and the T?
Is this person a TERF or do they empathize with TERFs?
Did they want a real discussion about trans rights and
visibility?

 Ì iÞ Ì  Ì >Ì Þ iÝÃÌiVi Ã½Ì ÜÀÌ w} Ì} vÀ¶
It may have been all of these things.
The event triggered me and my emotions ran high for a few
days afterward as I stewed on the question of how – or if – I
should react. Frankly, I am still stewing over it.
It was triggering because while visibility for trans folk may have
Ài>}ÌiÀLiiwÌÃÌV>>ÃLi`>}iÀÕÃ°ƂÃÃÃ>À
ÀvwÀ>VÞ] > VV ÌÀ>Ã}i`iÀ >`ÛV>Ìi >` ÛiÌiÀ> v
the Stonewall rebellion said in 2019, “Our visibility” especially
for transgender women of color, “is getting us killed.”
It has been twelve years since activist Rachel Crandall
iÃÌ>LÃ i`Ì i/À>Ã}i`iÀ >Þv6ÃLÌÞ>Ã>ViiLÀ>Ì
of trans and nonbinary people. Celebrated Internationally
and locally, it is also intended to raise awareness of the issues
that transgender people face. As I write this, the local event
Ì >ÌÜ>Ã i`ÕÃÌ£ä`>ÞÃ>}>`Ü>Ã ÃÌi`LÞ >ÃÌiÀ*Ƃ
/À>Ã µÕÌÞ*ÀiVÌ>`VÃ«ÃÀi`LÞ>ÞÌ iÀ>vwÀ}
organizations – including The Gay Journal. It was attended
by over 100 people and has been viewed by another 700-plus
online.
ÛiÌÃiÌ Ãq>}ÜÌ Ì i`>ÞÌ`>ÞLÀ>ÛiÀÞvÌÀ>Ãv
who live their lives openly and proudly – have helped to bring
trans issues into the forefront of the public’s consciousness.
The inevitable result has been a backlash from people and
organizations who have decided to use transgender rights (and
transgender people) as a wedge issue. This has culminated in
over 80 anti-transgender pieces of legislation being introduced
in state houses – including here in Pennsylvania – that target
the rights of transgender people to live and to work openly. It
has resulted in the stigmatization of trans and nonbinary kids
in the schools. And it is responsible for the violent deaths of
dozens of trans people.
Is increasing the visibility of trans folk worth the effort?
>>LiiÛiÀÌ iÛ>Õivw} Ì}Ü >ÌviiÃÌ i}`
6

w} Ì°9iÌ]iÛiÀÞ`>Þ>Ã}>LÕÌÞÕ`>i`>Þ>VÌÛÌiÃ
}ÀViÀÞÃ ««}]V >}}>y>ÌÌÀi]iiÌ}>vÀi`vÀ
lunch, or taking a walk through my neighborhood - I fear for my
safety because of my gender identity. I feel this way despite
Li}>Ü Ìi]Ãivi«Þi`]>`>vyÕiÌ«iÀÃ°ÛiÀVi
Þvi>ÀÃ«iVwV>ÞLiV>ÕÃi >ÛiÌ iÃi«ÀÛi}iÃ°
Many other people do not have these advantages. We need to
ÀiiLiÀÌ >ÌÌÀ>Ã«i«iv>Vi>`vwVÕÌ`iVÃÀi}>À`}
being visible and acting as an advocate in an environment
Ü iÀi Ì iÞ >Ài iÝ«iÀiV} Ã}wV>Ì L>V>Ã ] «ÀiÕ`Vi]
and the potential of violence.
So, what is the answer?
How to we overcome the issues of anti-transgender violence?
How do we overcome the problem of far-right organizations
using transgender people as a wedge issue?
The answer is simple, and Miss Major got it right again in
her 2019 statement. “The people who care for us, who are
involved in our lives, and who know us – they are the ones who
have to become more visible… They need to stop supporting
us from the shadows, but to step out into the light.”
In other words, to use a football analogy, get out and block.

BECOM
MING A TRANS ALLY
What is An Ally?
An ally is someone who supports and advocates for the equal treatment
of a community other than their own. If you’re not okay with the
disproportionate challenges trans and non-binary folks face, it’s time to
use your voice and actions and establish yourself as a trans ally.
DEMONSTRATE TRUST
If someone comes out to you as trans it means they trust you! Checkin with them before telling anyone else that they are trans.

LISTEN & RESPECT PRONOUNS
Trans people will tell you what their preferred name and pronouns
are. Make a note of them and use them.

PRACTICE KINDNESS
Be courteous, caring and respectful. Apologize when you make a
mistake such as using the wrong pronouns.

BE APPROPRIATE
Don’t ask trans folks about their genitals, surgical status or sex lives. if
you wouldn’t ask a cisgender person, don’t ask a trans person!

DO YOUR HOMEWORK
There are tons of great resources including websites, books, and video
that can help you to learn about trans communities.

DON’T TOLERATE DISRESPECT
Whether it’s hurtful language, remarks or jokes, call it out if it’s
inappropriate. Seek out other allies who will support your efforts.

BECOME AN ADVOCATE
Learn about policies that impact transgender people. Then get
Involved with promoting transgender rights

www.PATransEquity.org

St. Luke’s Easton STD Clinic
FREE STD exam, diagnosis, education and treatment.
Ask us about PrEP!

THURSDAYS 1 – 4 PM
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
For appointment, call 484-503-8008
100 N. 3rd Street, 2nd Floor • Easton, PA 18042

A Conversation with
Michael Moreno
& Benny Vukaj
Michael Moreno is Assistant Vice President of the Pocono Chamber of Commerce and Benny Vukaj is Chairman of the
LGBTQ+ Business Council. Otherwise we wouldn't be talking to them about anything. But since they sound important let's see
what they have to say about the upcoming Pocono Pride.
Stephen Libby: Please tell us all about The Pocono Pride
Festival. How long has it been going on? What is your role
in the Festival? Tell us what people can look forward to this
year?
Michael Moreno\ƂÌwÀÃÌ]ÌÜ>ÃÕÃÌ>`i>ÜiÀiÕÃÌ>VÕ«i
of visionaries wanted more representation for the LGBTQ+
community in the beautiful Pocono Mountain Region. They bonded
over their enthusiasm to create a more inclusive Pocono Region
and eventually decided, with the help of other community leaders
to move forward with the LGBTQ+ Business Council. From there,
the council decided with the response of the collective community
Ì >Ì>*À`iiÃÌÛ>Ü>Ãii`i`°/ i*V*, iÃÌÛ>
has never come to fruition as it was intended to be
i`vÀÌ iwÀÃÌÌiÌ iÞi>ÀÓäÓä°½ÃÕÀi
we can all guess why it was cancelled. In it’s
place the LGBTQ+ Business Council of
the Pocono Chamber instead hosted
> *V *,  ÕÌÞ >Þ
located at Rainbow Mountain Resort
in October of 2020. Therefore, 2021
Ü >À Ì i wÀÃÌ Þi>À iÛiÀ Ì >Ì >
*, iÃÌÛ>Ã ÃÌi`ÜÌ Ì i
Heart of Stroudsburg.
As the Assistant Vice President of
the Pocono Chamber my role within
the Festival is to provide logistics
that ensure the event is seamless
>` vÕt *i«i V> ViÀÌ>Þ 
forward to the Headliner of our
Performances, “Carol Ann Carol Ann &
Sharon Ann Husbands” the dynamic duo
vÌ i>}iÃt
Benny Vukaj: As the Chairman of The LGBTQ+
Business Council, my role within the festival is to
provide leadership in strategic planning and creative
direction for the festival committee in achieving its mission and
goals. The Pocono Pride Festival is an opportunity to champion
inclusion and wellness for the LGBTQAI+ community and allies in
Monroe County and surrounding areas. This fun day in the heart
of Stroudsburg has music, live entertainment, crafts, children’s
>VÌÛÌiÃ]>ÌiiÃ«>Vi]v`ÌÀÕVÃ]>`ÀitV>`À>}}ÃÉ
+ÕiiÃ >` ½Ã Ü «ÀÛ`i >`>Þ iÌiÀÌ>iÌ° ,iÃÕÀVi
tables will provide tools and information for staying safe and well.
We welcome all to come and celebrate our community’s effort to
LÕ`>ViVÌi`]ÃÕ««ÀÌÛi]>`ÜiVÕÌÞvÀ>t
SL: On a scale of Alabama to Provincetown, how gay friendly
is the Poconos? What are some of the LGBT organizations in
8

the Poconos?
MM: With the Pocono Region being centered between two
metropolitan areas, NYC and Philadelphia we have found their
to be a positive response to the LGBTQ Community. LGBT
organizations that can be found within the Poconos include Novus
Ƃ - i`V> -iÀÛViÃ]  /+ *, ] *Ƃ- q *V ƂVÌ
Lambda Society and our very own Pocono Chamber LGBTQ+
Business Council.
SL: I've heard that Sharron Ann Husbands and Carol Ann Carol
#PPCTGUNWVV[FTWPMU%CP[QWEQPƂTOQTFGP[VJKU!&Q[QW
have photos as evidence?
MM: I can’t speculate on the validity of those
>VVÕÃ>ÌÃ LÕÌ  V> Ã>Þ Ì iÞ½Ài > Ìt
Feel free to check out their website to
learn more about them at https://www.
clanann.com/
BV: I am going to have to plead the
wvÌ   Ì Ã i° ÕÌ ÞÕ V> w`
plenty of evidence in every Philly
gay bar bathroom stall.
SL: What does your life look
like when you are not planning
pride festivals?
MM: It’s a beautiful existence of
mild stability and calm, although
i«}Ì«>Ì i*, iÃÌÛ>
is an exhilarating experience that
does not only bring me joy, but our
community as a whole.
BV: I’m a huge foodie. I love to cook. I
enjoy discovering new foods and cuisines,
and it’s also a great activity to share with my
partner, friends, and family.
SL: How can people get involved with Pocono Pride?
MM: If you, or somebody you know is looking to either become
a vendor or volunteer, please reach out to the Pocono Chamber
of Commerce at 570.421.4433. To learn more about sponsorship
opportunities, please reach out to me directly at mmoreno@
poconochamber.org

POCONO PRIDE IS SUNDAY JUNE 6TH
COURTHOUSE SQUARE, STROUDSBURG PA
Pictured: Carol Ann Carol Ann & Sharron Ann Husbands

&29,'5HVWULFWLRQVLQSODFH HQIRUFHG

The Woods Camping
Resort provides a
beautiful setting for
an exciting vacation
experience found
nowhere else!

MAKE NEW FRIENDS
POOL PARTIES ŏ VOLLEYBALL
DANCE CLUB ŏ BONFIRES
161 ACRES WITH HIKING TRAILS
MASSAGE ŏ RESTAURANT ŏ BYOB
CLOTHING OPTIONAL RESORT

ǁǁǁ͘dŚĞtŽŽĚƐ͘ĐĂŵƉ

Lehighton,
ton, PA 610
61
101
0-377
377
37
777
7-95
9577
9
577 info@TheWoods.camp
info@TheWood
All Guests Must be 18+ ID Required

ALL ARE WELCOME

WARREN CLARK
& ANGELA DELGROSSO
FROM

Plants
+Vintage
+Vintage
You know him from owning Domaci with his husband
Derrick and for being Dingo's dad. You know her from The
Lehigh Valley Business Council and numerous accolades
for Women in Business. Together they talk about why
this is the right time for a Plant+Vintage collaborative.

Stephen Libby: Congratulations on your new venture! Tell us all
about Plants+Vintage. May I suggest an eggplant reclining on an
antique red velvet sofa as your trademark artwork? No need to
thank me.
Warren & Angela\ / > ÞÕt *>ÌÃ ³ 6Ì>}i Ã > Ì ÛiÌÕÀi
between two Bethlehem businesses: Steel City Plant Co. and
>Vi>°*>ÌÃ³6Ì>}ivviÀÃÌ iÕÌ>Ìi¸}Àii¸Ã ««}
experience. From Steel City Plant Co's pet-friendly, already-potted
houseplants and all things necessary to excel at plant parenthood
Ì >V i>¿Ã ÛÌ>}i i `iVÀ] iv>` ÌÀi>ÃÕÀiÃ] >`
sustainability-sourced furniture, our curated offerings will satisfy
your nostalgic yearnings and help you improve your relationship
with plants. So rethink the way you shop, and join us upstairs at the
Woolworth Building as we work to bring together a community of
«>ÌÛiÀÃ>`ÀiÌÀ>wV>`Ã°
SL: What can people expect when they come to Plants+Vintage?
Where will the plants and the vintage come from?
W&A: Customers should expect a unique, one-of-a-kind shopping
experience that is sure to be different on every visit since we are
VÃÌ>ÌÞLÀ}}iÜ«>ÌÃ>`vÀiÃ ÛÌ>}iw`Ã°/ i«>ÌÃ
are sourced locally from various farms in the Lehigh Valley and New
iÀÃiÞ°7iÜÀ>ÌÜÌ  >-V >Ìâ>ÀÃ<ÃÛi>`Ûi
Ìii«Ì ivÕ`ÃÜÌ Ì iV>VÕÌÞtiÜÃi]ÃÌvÕÀ
vintage items are sourced at local auctions and estate sales. We also
curate a complimentary selection of "vintage-inspired" goods such as
candles, wall decor, and more.
SL: You are both super busy and super successful already and I
know that you both spend a lot of time drinking...how will P+V
work into your schedules?
W&A\Ƃt9ÕLÛÕÃÞÜÕÃÜiÆ®7i>iÃÕÀiÌ >Ì*>ÌÃ³
Vintage is a fun space we all enjoy (and want others to enjoy) hanging
10

out and relaxing at. It’s our happy space and don’t worry, you can enjoy
beer and wine while you shop. We're currently only open ThursdaySunday which allows us time to focus on our other responsibilities
without being completely overwhelmed.
SL: If this site is successful, is it possible you would expand around
or perhaps beyond the Lehigh Valley?
W&A: Right now we’re focused on making this space as amazing as
possible, but as plant people, we never say now to *growth* (see what
I did there?) While we don't currently have any plans for permanent
iÝ«>ÃÃ]Üi>Ài`iwÌiÞ«iÌÌi«À>ÀÞ¸««Õ«¸Ã «Ã
partnership with other like-minded businesses in the Lehigh Valley
(and beyond) when the right opportunity presents itself.
SL: What advice would you offer young entrepreneurs?
W&A: Just go for it. It’ll never be the perfect time (this business was
VÀi>Ìi` `ÕÀ} > «>`iV >vÌiÀ >°® 9Õ i>À >Ã ÞÕ } >` w`
«i«iÜ V>Ìi>V >`iÌÀÞÕ° iÀÀV>`7>ÀÀi >À >Ûi
taught me so much in such a short amount of time, and I’m very lucky
to be able to partner with them and look forward to learning more. As
for time management, be present wherever you are. When I’m at my
full time job, I am present in being there and getting my work done;
and when I’m at Plants + Vintage I’m doing the same. You can’t do
everything at the same time, so creating a strict schedule and sticking
to it is crucial. Young entrepreneurs can make such an impact on their
community and foster the future they want to live in. It’s been an
incredibly rewarding experience so far. That said, know your limits and
know when you've had enough. Make time for yourself to just relax
>``ÃViVÌvÀÜÀÜ iÞÕ¿Ài>Li° ¿ÌLi>vÀ>`Ì>ÃvÀ
help from others. Work\life balance is extremely important.

Pictured (L-R): Warren, Angela & Derrick

Breaking Down Barriers
at Novus ACS
A Prescription for Equality in Health Care
by Benny Vukaj

It is not easy to always prioritize your sexual health.
Money, time, transportation, unstable housing situations,
mental health concerns, etc., the list of potential barriers
is long. Add a full-blown pandemic to the mix and now
ÌÃiiÃ`ÜÀ} Ì«ÃÃLit"ÀÃÌ¶i>Ì V>ÀiV>
be complicated. But at Novus ACS, we are committed to
making it simple for you, free of stigma and fear. And most
importantly, free of barriers. Novus ACS is a communityvVÕÃi` i>Ì  À}>â>Ì «ÀÛ`} Vw`iÌ>
services and support to sexually active adults. Offering
free STI and HIV testing, as well as affordable HIV
prevention and quality HIV/Hepatitis C treatment and
care, NovusACS is dedicated to helping facilitate healthy
lifestyles for all. Regardless of an individual’s gender,
sexual identity, gender expression, sexual orientation, or
w>V>ÃÌ>ÌÕÃ]Üi>Ài iÀivÀÞÕ°
We understand that members of the LGBTQ community
have historically been underserved and misunderstood by
the medical community. This is one of the main reasons
Novus ACS was founded – to address these gaps and
help remove barriers and disparities in sexual health care.
Although social acceptance of lesbian, gay, bisexual,
ÌÀ>Ã}i`iÀ] >` µÕiiÀ  /+® «i«i  Ì i 1Ìi`
States has been improving, LGBTQ individuals continue
to face stigma and discrimination. These negative
experiences, combined with a lack of access to culturally
>vwÀ} >` vÀi` i>Ì  V>Ài] ÀiÃÕÌ  ÕÌ«i
health disparities for LGBTQ populations. Which is why
we provide inclusive, high-quality health services to
everyone so that they can achieve the highest possible
level of health.
For nearly a decade, Novus has been a leader in sexual
health in the areas we serve, and we are committed
to our community’s well-being. Since 2013, we have
expanded our sexual health services to include: access
Ì 6 «ÀiÛiÌ] *À * >` * *] vÀii -/ ÌiÃÌ}] >`
treatment, HIV testing and care, Hepatitis C treatment and
care, community education, and awareness and virtual
telemedicine appointments. This is all accompanied by 5

locations and a mobile care unit.
We believe it takes a community of leaders who are
passionate about patient care to create meaningful,
accepting, and compelling patient experiences. Which
Ã Ü Þ ÕÀ «>ÀÌiÀÃ «Ã ÜÌ  Ì i i«>ÀÌiÌ v i>Ì ]
and many other health advocacy groups allows us to
serve so many patients during vital moments of their
health journey. We remain committed to our mission of
supporting the health and well-being of our communities.
ÕÀ} Ì i «>`iV Ü i Ì i i«>ÀÌiÌ v i>Ì 
suspended its resources and services, we remained
«i>`>ÃÃÃÌi`Ì i i«>ÀÌiÌvi>Ì ÜÌ }
people to our services and care. Caring for others does
not stop at our facility doors.
Our motto has always been to help others in any way
we can. This brings us to the high cost of medications
Ü V  Ã > Ã}wV>Ì VViÀ vÀ «>ÌiÌÃ >` ÕÀ
organization. The price tag for medications continues to
grow, which is why we participate in patient assistance
«À}À>ÃÃÕV >ÃÌ iÎ{ä  ÀÕ}*ÀV}*À}À>°*>ÌiÌ
>ÃÃÃÌ>Vi«À}À>Ã>`Ì iÎ{ä  ÀÕ}*ÀV}*À}À>
>Ài >Û>>Li Ì «ÀÛi w>V> ÃÌ>LÌÞ] LiÌÌiÀ ÃiÀÛi
vulnerable patients, and decrease the burden of cost
for uninsured patients. When an individual participates
in the 340B program at Novus, there are no additional
costs to the person, or their insurance company. All funds
generated by the 340B program are used to support the
sexual health program at Novus. The funds provide free
testing services and medications for the treatment of
sexually transmitted infections, HIV, and Hepatitis C.
LGBTQ individuals encounter such discrimination in the
medical world that it will take a conscious and continued
effort to close the LGBTQ healthcare gap. There is no
single or simple solution to doing so, but we have the
power to make an impact in the lives of our LGBTQ
individuals that we see every day and we will continue
to stand side by side for all members of our LGBTQIA+
community.
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Women
in the Days of COVID
10 Queer

by Liz Bradbury

Picture this — 2019 Women’s Fest in Rehoboth.
h I’m
I’ on stage doing
d
a slide
lid comedy
d talk
lk - 10 Queer
Q
Women
W
Who
Wh Changed
Ch
d the
h World…and
W ld
d I’m
I’ killing.
kil
Over 150 queer women in the
>Õ`iVi>Õ} }ÕÌÕ`ÃÌ«vÀ> ÕÀ°Ü>Ã«Ài`vÀ>ÓäÓä>««i>À>Vi>`Ì io "6 £°ÕÃV>VÕi\7>oÜ> o®BUT THIS YEAR - Camp Rehoboth volunteers
>Ài«Õ}Ì}iÌ iÀ> ÞLÀ`7i½ÃiÃÌ>`Ì iÞ½Ûi>Ãi`iÌ`>Ì iÀ i`ÞƂÀÌÃÌÀÞ*ÀiÃiÌ>Ì£äÀi+ÕiiÀ7i7  >}i`Ì i7À`]<°7i½Ã
Fest was in April, but I’m hoping to do this same presentation as part of one of my Art History From a Queer Perspective gigs in the Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community Center…so stay
ÌÕi`°i>Ü i]ÌViiLÀ>ÌiiÃL>6ÃLÌÞ >ÞƂ«ÀÓÈÌ "Ì½Ã«>ÃÃi`]LÕÌÃÌ® iÀi½ÃÃiÌi>ÃiÀÃ>LÕÌÌ i£ä+ÕiiÀ7iÃÌ>ÀÀ}Ì Ãº >}i`Ì i7À`¸Ã Üt

1

#1 Hatshepsut - Ancient Egyptian Pharaoh - aka His Majesty, Herself (1507 - 1458 BCE)

>ÌÃ i«ÃÕÌ Ü>Ã LÀ Îx ViÌÕÀiÃ >}° - i Ü>Ã `iÌwi` >Ì LÀÌ  >Ã vi>i° - i Ü>Ã Ì i ÈÌ  * >À>   Ì i £nÌ 
dynasty that later included Nefertitti, Akhenatan, and King Tut. In 1500 years she was one of only 3 women Pharaohs.
At 12, Hatshepsut married her frail and ineffectual half brother Thutmose II. When Hatshepsut was 28 - Thutmose II
died and Hatshepsut then served as co-Pharaoh with her stepson/nephew Thutmose III — who, at 3 years old, wasn’t
quite ready to become a world leader. Though today some world leaders do act like 3-year-olds, just sayin’.
After 7
years serving as regent, Hapshepsut declared herself Pharaoh. Suddenly Hatshepsut’s statues and monuments stopped
depicting her dressed as a slim demure Queen, and began showing her as a bare-chested, broad-shouldered, staff
Üi`}]ÕÃVÕ>ÀLÕÌV >pV«iÌiÜÌ Ì iViÀi>Li>À`°1ÌÌ i£Ì ViÌÕÀÞ]>ÀV i}ÃÌÃLiiÛi`Ì >Ì
Hatshepsut was only a vile, bitchy, wicked, stepmother. But in 1925 deciphered hieroglyphics documented Hatshepsut
as Pharaoh, and described her many successes. Today scholars acknowledge that Hatshepsut rule encompassed
Ó£ Þi>ÀÃ v «i>Vi >` ÛiÀÞ Ã}wV>Ì «ÀÃ«iÀÌÞ] Ì >Ì ÃÕ««ÀÌi` Ì i VÀi>Ì v >À >ÀÌ >` >ÀV ÌiVÌÕÀi] VÕ`}
iÀ Ü LÀ>ÌÞ `iÃ}i` ÌL  iÀ i > À° >ÌÃ i«ÃÕÌ ÀiµÕÀi` iÀÉ ÃÉÌ iÀ `iÌvÞ} >}iÃ Ì Li
ÕµÕiÃÌ>LÞ >i] LÕÌ V>ÕÃi` iÀ}Þ« VÃ Ì `iÌvÞ iÀÉ ÃÉÌ i >Ì Ì i Ã>i Ìi >Ã Ì i º >Õ} ÌiÀ v ,i]» >`
>Ã >Ã ºÃ >iÃÌÞ iÀÃiv»° -ÌÀ>} Ì VÃ}i`iÀ ÃV >ÀÃ V>Ì >}i Ì >Ì >ÌÃ i«ÃÕÌ VÕ` Ã«Þ >Ûi `iÌwi`
her/his/their own gender identity as something other than female. From a Queer Perspective …what do you think?

2

3

#2 (Gentleman Jack) Anne Lister “First Lesbian” (1791-1840)

Read The Gay Journal article I wrote about Anne Lister’s sexually
}À>« V `>ÀiÃ  Ì i >ÀV Ûi` >Þ ÕÀ> 7ÌiÀ Óä£ `Ì

#3 Revolutionary War General Casimir Pulaski (1745 -1779)

Read about General Casimir Pulaski and the surprise that historians found
when his grave was excavated, in the Summer 2020 issue of The Gay Journal.

4
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#4 Mary Anning (1799-1847), The greatest fossilist of all time She sells sea-shells on the sea-shore. It’s been
all over the Internet that the sea shell tongue-twister is about 19th century paleontologist Mary Anning…but actually the
rhyme probably has nothing to do with her. Let’s talk about her anyway though. Anning was a genius. People say that
>LÕÌi>Ì iÌi]LÕÌÜ>ÌÌLiÃÕÀiLÀ>ÌÜi>Ài>VÜi`}i`°Ƃ}Ü>Ã> }Ã «>iÌ}ÃÌ
Ü vÕ`>``iÌwi`ÃivÌ iÃÌ«ÀÌ>Ì«Ài ÃÌÀVvÃÃÃiÛiÀ°- iÛi`> iÀviÌ iÞi,i}Ã>Ài>
v }>`iÝV>Û>Ì}vÃÃÃ>}Ì i }Ã  >i°iÀv>Ì iÀÜ>Ã>«ÀV>À«iÌiÀÜ `i`Ü iÃ iÜ>Ã££°- i
was one of 10 children, but only 2 lived to adulthood, the rest died of measles and small pox. Anning attended school
ÞÌi>ÀÌÀi>`>`ÜÀÌi°- iÌ>Õ} Ì iÀÃiv}i}Þ]>>ÌÞ]«>iÌ}ÞEÃViÌwVÕÃÌÀ>Ì°7 iÞi
Regis became a popular seaside resort, selling "curios" to tourists supplemented the family's income. When Anning
was 12, her brother Joseph found a 4-foot ichthyosaur skull, and Anning found the rest of the skeleton. She later found
a 20’ skeleton from which the species Ichthyosaurus platydon would be named. For that she was paid 23£ - which was
little to the buyer, but equal to a year’s rent and food to Anning and her mother. Anning’s discoveries included the
wÀÃÌÌÜV«iÌi«iÃÃ>ÕÀÃiiÌÃvÕ`ÆÌ iwÀÃÌ«ÌiÀÃ>ÕÀÃiiÌV>Ìi`ÕÌÃ`iiÀ>ÞÆ>`«ÀÌ>ÌwÃ 
vÃÃÃ°- i`ÃVÛiÀi`>`>`iV>ÃÌÃv>*ÌiÀÃ>ÕÀvÃÃ]ivÌ iwÀÃÌÃ«iViÃv>«Ài ÃÌÀVyÞ}Ài«Ìi°- i
established that coprolites were fossilized feces. a.k.a., dinosaur shit, important because coprolites demonstrated what
prehistoric creatures ate and how they grew. Anning’s discoveries furthered the reputations of male paleontologists
VÕ`}Ì i}v->ÝÞ®]Ü «ÕÀV >Ãi`vÃÃÃÃ ivÕ`]«Ài«>Ài`]>`V>ÃÃwi`°/ iÞ«ÀiÃiÌi`Ì iÕ`iÀ
Ì iÀ Ü >iÃ Ì ÀÌÃ  ÕÃiÕ° 7 i Ã i `` Ì ÀiViÛi VÀi`Ì vÀ iÀ >Þ ÃViÌwV VÌÀLÕÌÃ] Ã i ÜÀÌi]
”The world has used me so unkindly, I fear it has made me suspicious of everyone.” Been there…huh? Though Anning
>` > viÜ >i ÃÕ««ÀÌiÀÃ  Ì i ÃViÌwV VÕÌÞ] Ã i >` ÛiÀÞ VÃi >` «ÀL>LÞ À>ÌV Ài>ÌÃ «Ã ÜÌ 
Üi°/ iÃiVÕ`i`\ â>LiÌ * «Ì] >ÀÌÌiÕÀV Ã]>ÀÞ ÕV>`]Ƃ>>À>*iÞ]>`À>VÃ i°/ i
movie Ammonite features Anning’s relationship with Charlotte Murchison, but the character is more a mash-up of all the
women she had relationships with. Ammonite movie producer Frances Lee, who is gay, explained his decision to portray
Mary Anning in a Lesbian relationship by saying: “…there is absolutely no evidence that Anning and (Murchinson) were
lovers. But …crying “historical inaccuracy” on this count only holds water if you assume heterosexuality and/or celibacy
for Anning until proven otherwise.” Lee went on to say: ”Would these newspaper writers have felt the need to whip up
uninformed quotes from self-proclaimed experts if the character's sexuality had been assumed to be heterosexual?" he
asked. “…is it not permissible to view that person within another context…?" Yes, Frances Lee, it is!

#5 Loie Fuller (1862 – 1928) The embodiment of the Art Nouveau Movement

Chicago born Fuller was a choreographer and performed dances in 100 yard silk costumes, illuminated
by multi-colored lighting of her own design and patent. Fuller danced in the Follies Berger and had a
«>Û >Ì Ì i *>ÀÃ Ý LÌ 7À`Ã >À LÕÌ iÃ«iV>Þ vÀ iÀ° - i `>Vi` Ì iÀi } ÌÞ° - i
Ü>Ã «>Ìi` LÞ /ÕÕÃi>ÕÌÀiV >` Ì iÀ v>ÕÃ >ÀÌÃÌÃ° - i Ì>Õ} Ì Ã>`À> ÕV>° Ƃ` ÕiÀ
was a Lesbian in a committed relationship with her manager and partner Gabrielle Bloch, for 30 years.

6

5

Maude Adams (1872 – 1953) Brilliant Actor

Ƃ`>ÃÜ>ÃivÌ iÃÌÃ}wV>Ì>`
Li>ÕÌvÕÃÌ>}i«iÀvÀiÀÃvÌ ii>ÀÞÓäÌ  iÌÕÀÞ- iÜ>ÃÌ iwÀÃÌ>VÌÀiÃÃÌ>i>`>ÀÃ>
year (1900). The part of Peter Pan was written for her by the play’s creator J. M. Barrie, and she played it over
xääÌiÃÃ`ÕÌ«iÀvÀ>ViÃ°Ƃ`>ÃÀiÌÀi`>vÌiÀ>ÃiÀÕÃLÕÌÜÌ Ì iyÕv££n]LÕÌÜÀi`vÀ
Þi>ÀÃÜÌ iiÀ> iVÌÀVÌ`iÛi«LiÌÌiÀÌiV V>} Ì}vÀÌ iÃÌ>}i°Ƃ`>ÃÜ>ÃÌÜVÌÌi`
Ài>ÌÃ «Ã°/ iwÀÃÌÜ>ÃÜÌ iÀiViÕÌ£ä£Ü ii`i`v>ÌiÀ>iÃÃ®°ƂviÜ>ÌiÀ]
Adams fell in love with Louise Boynton. They were together for 46 years, until Louise’s death at the age of
93. Maude died 2 years later, and was buried in the same grave as Louise, in Ronkonkoma, Long Island.

7
#7 Gladys Bentley (1907 to 1960) Gender Bending Harlem Renaissance Jazz Singer Bentley was a
brilliant blues singer, pianist, entertainer, and writer. She began performing during the Harlem Renaissance in the early
1920s, at 16.“I appeared in tailor-made clothes, top hat and tails, with a cane to match each costume,” she wrote in
LÞ° Þ£Îä]>`ÞÃÜ>Ã>L>w`iÃÌ>À]>««i>À}}ÃÃ«VÕÃ`>ÞLÌ  >V>`Ü ÌiiÜÃ«>«iÀÃ°
ÛiÀÞi iÜ9ÀiÜ iÀ°- i i>`i`>Ì/ i >ÕÃi]Ü V Ü>Ã>>ÞL>À]Ì iÛi`Ìv>ViÀÛiÕiÃ°
Soon, she moved from Harlem to a $300-a-month (about $6000 today) apartment on Park Avenue, with servants
and “a beautiful car.” In the 1940s she had her own 15-minute radio show on KPCH. Bentley was openly Lesbian
in all her shows. According to biographers, one night in the early 1930s, Bentley sidled up to Broadway columnist
Louis Sobol and whispered in his ear: “I’m getting married and you’re invited.” When Sobol asked the identity of
the lucky man, Bentley giggled. “Man? Why boy you’re crazy. I’m marryin’...,” and named another female singer.

#8 Eleanor Roosevelt 1884 – 1962

,ÃiÀÛi`>ÃÌ iÀÃÌ>`ÞvÀ£ÎÎ]Ì£{x]`ÕÀ} iÀ ÕÃL>`À>
°,ÃiÛiÌ¿ÃvÕÀÌiÀÃvwVi°°- iÀiv>Ã i`Ì iÀÃÌ>`ÞÀiÌ>>VÌÛi>``i«i`iÌ«ÃÌ°- iÜ>ÃVÛ
À} ÌÃ>VÌÛÃÌ>`>`ÛV>Ìi`vÀÌ i«À°- iÀi«ÀiÃiÌi`Ì i*ÀiÃ`iÌ>ÛiÀÌ iÜÀ`LivÀi>``ÕÀ}77° ,>`i
Ì iÀLÌLi>Ü>ÀivÌ iV`ÌÃv1-VÌâiÃ>Ü>ÃvviÌ ÀÕ} ÕÌÌ i1-°- iÃiÀÛi`>ÃÌ iwÀÃÌ1Ìi`
-Ì>ÌiÃ ii}>ÌiÌÌ i1 vÀ£{xÌ£xÓ>`VÀ>vÌi`Ì iÌiÀ>Ì> vÕ>,} ÌÃ]Ü V ÃÃÌÕÃi`Ì`>Þ° ,
>` ,ÜiÀi>ÀÀi`£äx]Ì iÞ >`xV `Ài°££n ,LiV>i>Ü>ÀiÌ >Ì ,Ü>Ã >Û}>vv>ÀÃÜÌ Ì iÀÜi°
Ƃ}  ,½Ã ÛiÀÃ Ü>Ã ÃÃÞ i >`] Ã ÃiVÀiÌ>ÀÞ >` ÕÌ>ÌiÞ Ã 7 Ìi ÕÃi iv v -Ì>vv° , V`i` Ì iÀ
Ài>ÌÃ «° , >`>ÞiÃL>vÀi`Ã° ÛiLiÀ£ÎÎ] ,ÜÌ i*ÀiÃ`iÌ>iiVÌ°ƂƂ*Ài«ÀÌiÀ>i`
Ài>VÜ>ÃV®LLi` iÀLÃÃÌºVÛiÀ»Ì iiÜÀÃÌ>`Þ°V>` ,À>«`ÞviÛi]Li}}>Îä
Þi>ÀÀi>ÌÃ «°-VÛi`ÌÌ i7 ÌiÕÃ]Ì iÀÀ} ÌiÝÌÌ i>À½Ã° i>À>`VÜÀÌi£äääÃv
close personal and romantic letters to each other. Romantic quotes from their letters to each other include: “Hick, darling,
Ah, how good it was to hear your voice. It was so inadequate to try and tell you what it meant. Funny was that I couldn’t say
iÌ½>i>`iÌ½>`Ài>Ã}i`Ì`]LÕÌ>Ü>ÞÃÀiiLiÀÌ >Ì>Ã>Þ}Ì]Ì >Ì}ÌÃii«Ì }vÞÕ° ,>Ã
wrote: “Hick, darling, I wish I could lie down beside you tonight & take you in my arms.” And the night after: “Hick darling…
" tÜ>ÌÌ«ÕÌÞ>ÀÃ>ÀÕ`ÞÕ]>V iÌ `ÞÕVÃi°9ÕÀÀ}Ã>}Ài>ÌVvÀÌ°>ÌÌEÌ Ã i`iÃ
Ûii]ÀÜÕ`½ÌLiÜi>À}Ìt»VÀiÃ«`i`ÜÌ Ì iÃ>iÌiÃÌÞ\ºoÃÌVi>ÀÞÀiiLiÀÞÕÀiÞiÃ]ÜÌ >
kind of teasing smile in them, and the feeling of that soft spot just north-east of the corner of your mouth against my lips.”
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9

#9 Moms Mabley (1894 - 1975) Brilliant groundbreaking comedian, and inspiration to Richard Pryor and
Whoopi Goldberg, Moms Mabley did Lesbian stage comedy in the 1930s and became a mainstay comedian
 /6 Ã ÜÃ i ` -ÕÛ>  Ì i £ÈäÃ° "vv ÃÌ>}i >` ÕÌ v iÀ `Ü`Þ ÕÃi `ÀiÃÃ VÃÌÕi] >LiÞ
V >}i` Ì > `>««iÀ i½Ã ÃÕÌ >` Ìi >` >Ü>ÞÃ >` >Ì i>ÃÌ i Li>ÕÌvÕ Ü>  iÀ >À° 1`iÀ iÀ
y««Þ >Ì] iÀ >À Ü>Ã ÃÌÞi`  > i½Ã VÀiÜ VÕÌ° >VÃÌ>}i Ì i V>ÃÌ >` VÀiÜ V>i` iÀ ºÀ°» Ã°

10
#10 Sophie Tucker (1886 -1966) Singer/comedian Sophie Tucker, the last of the Red Hot Mama’s,
brilliant risqué humor spanned vaudeville, Vegas nightclubs, Broadway, Films, Radio, and TV. She was friends
ÜÌ iÛiÀÞivÀÀ>->ÌÀ>Ì° `}>ÀÛiÀ]ÌÃi« i >iÀ]Ì+Õii â>LiÌ °- iVÕ`
phone President John Kennedy, and he would take her call. Today Bette Midler takes on Tucker’s saucy
persona and does her ribald jokes. After Tucker dumped her 3rd husband, she claimed she was “through
with men”. From then on she had romantic relationships with women including journalist Amy Leslie, Lady
`Ü> ÕÌL>ÌÌi ƂÕÌ v *ÀVi * «®] iÀ ºÌÀ>Ûi} >`» Þ Ã] >` À° >À}>ÀiÌ Õ}°
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LISA "BAM" NORIEGA
Interview by Rev. Goudy

Metropolitan Community Church of the Lehigh Valley pastor Rev. Goudy interviews Lisa “Bam” Noriega, who serves as
MCCLV’s Outreach & Justice Ministry Coordinator.
Rev. Goudy: First off, give us a sense of your geographical
chronology?
Bam:
I was born and raised in Bell Gardens, a
town a little south of Los Angeles,
CA. It’s off the 710 Freeway and
there were so many trucks,
all the goods from China
landed nearby and were
trucked on the 710. I
was in Bell Gardens
for 30 years. From
there I went to
iÃ>]Ƃ<>`Ü>Ã
there for 11 years.
Next, I landed in
Phillipsburg, NJ
where I’ve been
since 2014.
Goudy: When did
you know you were
gay?
Bam: As soon as I knew
what “gay” was, I knew I
was gay. I knew that I liked
}ÀÃ°ÞwÀÃÌVÀÕÃ Ü>ÃÞ
wÀÃÌ}À>`iÌi>V iÀ½Ã>`i°
Goudy: What was your coming out process like?
Bam: Where I grew up was a small town, 98% Latinx community,
very Catholic, very conservative and it was quite rocky to come
ÕÌ° >`ÞwÀÃÌ}ÀvÀi`>ÌÌ i>}iv£È>`ÜiÜiÀiLÌ 
the softball team. I came out to my family when I was 18 years old.
Latin Butch is my identity if I had to put a label on it, though my
son tells me the word butch isn’t used anymore. I was masculine
from the start and I never wanted to play with dolls. There was no
“passing,” it was “this is who I am” and that’s where my attitude
comes from and you can see it. You know that I’m lesbian and you
know that I’m Mexican because I wear that wherever I go.
Goudy: Have you experienced racism in the LGBT Community
and/or elsewhere?
Bam: In my younger years when I was in California, as diverse as
it is, the LGBT Community was extremely segregated, not only
race but also by age groups. Thankfully, minority communities
would produce their own events and those were very diverse. My
workplace is not perfect, but I’ve never been discriminated against
at work. But outside of work, it has been adventure in Phillipsburg:
being called a dyke and a wetback by neighbors and having my
family member called the n-word, also by a neighbor. I don’t feel
threatened but I don’t feel welcomed. I don’t live in fear, it is part
14

of life.
Goudy: What was your parenting journey?
>\Ü>Ã£>`iÌÌ i`Ã>`Ì >ÌÜ>ÃÞwÀÃÌÀi>
relationship. I fell in love right away with all three of them. Michael
was 11 months old and Joanna was two years old going on three.
From the start I really felt like they were my family - we said we
were the “instant Ramen” family, just add water. There was never
a question of being their parent. Right away, we were raising them
together. And now I’m a grandparent and the grandkids call me
“Papa.” I truly feel that God gave me my family as a gift. I treasure
Ì i]Ì iÞ>ÀiÌ iÃÌ«ÀÌ>ÌÌ }Þvi° ÛiÌ Õ} Ì i
kids Mom and I didn’t work out, that didn’t affect the relationship
with my kids at all, I’m still the parent, Michael and Joanna allowed
me to take that place in their life.
Goudy: Where do you work?
Bam: I have been working at Verizon since October, 2004.
Currently I work in sales distribution of Verizon prepaid service
which is headquartered in Basking Ridge, NJ. We have tons of
,  «Þii ,iÃÕÀViÃ ÀÕ«Ã® ½ ÛÛi`  Ì i  /
group, “Prism” and also the Hispanic group, “Somos."
Goudy: What is your favorite LGBT hangout in the northeastern
part of the United States?
>\,>LÜÕÌ>°ÛiÌÌ iÀi]ÌÃÃvÕtƂÃ]> >Ã>
>ÃÌVÃi`Ü®Ü>Ã>}Ài>Ì«>Vi]ÌÃÜ iÀiiÌÞvÀi`Ã°
Goudy: What is your favorite LGBT hangout in the southwestern
part of the United States?
Bam: I had the beauty of growing up near West Hollywood, it was
20 minutes away. It was kind of like growing up in San Francisco.
In Phoenix, the gayborhood was an area called “Seventh Street”
where the MCC is located.
Goudy: How did you make your way MCC?
>\ Ü>Ã i>Ì} `iÀ >Ì ƂÃ iÞ½Ã  >ÃÌ ÜÌ  Ì i vÀi`Ã 
had met at La Casa. I was talking about how I really missed going
to church and how much I had enjoyed it before I had moved. I
went to the gay church in Phoenix and we’d have brunch every
Sunday afterwards. One of my friends said they heard there was
something kind of like a “gay church” here. We looked up the
details and came to MCCLV.
Goudy: What are some ways you’re serving through MCCLV?
Bam: I took on the opportunity to lead the Outreach & Justice
ministry and before that we had formed an Action Team to
address the injustices that we saw happening in 2020. There
was all of this protest and unrest and I kept looking at where the
religious conversation was at on it and it just seemed to not exist.
I remember one day we were having a prayer service at MCCLV

>` Ì >Ì Ü>Ã Ì i wÀÃÌ Ìi  Ài>V i` ÕÌ Ì Ì i V ÕÀV  >` Ã>`
“who’s with me on this?” The response was “I’m here with you”
and then we started doing more and supporting the Black Lives
Matter movement, Black Trans Lives Matter, Lehigh Valley Stands
1«>`>iÌ i,>`*Ƃ°
Goudy: Tell us about your involvement with the Bethlehem
Emergency Shelter
Bam: Once a month from November through April MCCLV
ÃiÀÛiÃ>ÌÌ i iÌ i i iÀ}iVÞ- iÌiÀ -®° -vviÀÃ>
opportunity for a hot meal every evening and a bagged breakfast
the morning for all of their guests. It’s not a shelter where you
ÃÌ>Þ Ã`i > `>Þ] }ÕiÃÌÃ >Ài Ìi` Ì Ã«i`} } Ì° -
offers groups and individuals opportunity to make the dinner and
breakfasts. Volunteers cook and serve dinner for the guests, have
a little conversation at the window and also prepare their bagged
breakfast for the next day.
Goudy: What’s the future of the church?
Bam: I believe that we have a responsibility to listen and really
have our eyes open to the needs of our community, especially our
youth. The world can be really harsh for a lot of different people,
especially marginalized communities. We have a responsibility to
listen to their needs and adapt to new ways of communication
and show them that God is love. Church is not just a building, it
is everywhere, it is the people that make the community. It’s the
sharing of God’s love for everyone. We’re all made in God’s image
- it’s our responsibility to share that love and spread that message.

I take great PRIDE
in helping EVERYONE
find a place to call HOME

Robert V. Ritter

SRS, ABR, CMRS, SFR, Executive’s Club

Realtor® / Assistant Manager
o: 610-395-4500
c: 610-462-4727
rritter@weichert.com
www.BuyAndSellWithRobRitter.com

4124 W Tilghman Street
Allentown, PA 18014

KEIRA KRISTINE DESANTIS AWARD
Keira was a visible ﬁxture in the community, ﬁghting for the rights of
trans communities. In honor of the tireless efforts of Keira to illustrate
the societal barrier experienced by trans communities and advocate for
advancements in the social and human rights of the trans community, the
KEIRA KRISTINE DESANTIS AWARD was created. This award recognizes
others like Keira who do whatever it takes, without question, to make the
path easier for those who follow a similar journey.

Keira Kristine DeSantis Award 2020 Recipient

JANELLE KAYLA
CROSSLEY
FOR TRANSGENDER ADVOCACY
IN PENNSYLVANIA

“She advocates tirelessly for youth and adults with issues of
gender identity and bullying, harassment, and discrimination”

I N PA R T N E R S H I P W I T H
T H E P E N N S Y LVA N I A D E PA R T M E N T S O F
H E A LT H A N D H U M A N S E R V I C E S

Recently I saw a Facebook post seeking donations and volunteers for One Love
Project Clothing Drive. I had not heard of OLP and wanted to know more. I contacted
Timothy Nye and here we are. It is an absolute privilege to help promote people and
groups that do great work.
Stephen Libby: Tell us all about you. Where were you born
and what was it like growing up gay there? Who did you
have for support?
Angel Gonzalez: I was born in Vineland, New Jersey and at
a very young age my family decided to move back to Puerto
Rico. Sadly, I only spent a couple years with my family because
my parents became addicted to many sorts of drugs and for
that reason I grew up half of my life in foster care where I was
not able to express myself. My parents passed away before
I was a teenager and this event changed my life forever. At
the age of eleven, I was adopted by my uncle and aunt a year
after my brother joined the family.
My family was conservative, but I
had the opportunity to feel the
love from my family every single
day. At the age of seventeen in
my senior year, I decided to come
out to my family during dinner
on a Saturday after church. After
coming out, I was diagnosed
with severe depression and
spent most of my senior year
going to therapy after school. I
only received support from close
friends and neighbors but my
family was able to understand
that I did not change at all. I
decided to be honest to myself
and the people that I love.
Timothy Nye: I was born, grew
up and continue to do many
amazing things for my community
in Reading, PA. I did take some
time away to live in South Florida
after college, but Reading is
where I spent most of my life. At a very young age, my parents
divorced. This was something that was very traumatic to me
so early in my life. My parents always battled after the divorce
causing so much animosity throughout the whole family. As I got
older, I split my time between both parents, which was never
easy. I eventually learned that my father was an alcoholic and
was struggling with addiction. When I was sixteen years old, my
father passed. I not only struggled to accept my father's death,
but also accept my own sexuality. Yes, I did have a girlfriend
for a couple years. I shut down and went through a depression
I never thought I would see myself come out of. There were
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many days of wondering if I would wake up the next day and if I
would even care if I did. Throughout grade school, I was always
bullied due to most of my peers already having an idea that
I preferred men over women. Going to college was my best
iÃV>«i°Li}>Ì`>ÌiÞwÀÃÌLÞvÀi`vÀ>VÕ«iÞi>ÀÃ]
which gave me the courage to come out to my family. This is
Ü iw>ÞviÌÌ >ÌÞv>ÞLiV>iÕÌi`°
SL: Tell us all about One Love Project. How did it start?
"One Love Project promotes wellness within the LGBTQ+
community by offering help to those in need. They collaborate
with other organizations in our
community to bring individuals
of all backgrounds together while
providing resources to those
suffering." Angel presented this
idea to his best friend, Timothy,
during the summer of 2020 and
the rest is history. These two best
vÀi`Ã À}>âi` Ì iÀ ÛiÀÞ wÀÃÌ
food distribution event that was
held in August of 2020. The One
Ûi *ÀiVÌ ` ÃÌÀLÕÌ
iÛiÌ Ü>Ã Ì i wÀÃÌ Ìi Ƃ}i
and Timothy worked on a project
that involved so much hard work
>``i`V>Ì° ÕÀ}Ì ÃiÛiÌ
they were able to impact over
280 individuals with groceries
and personal items. That was
just the beginning for this duo.
Since then, they held multiple
community clean up events,
fed the homeless in Reading,
delivered Thanksgiving meals to
families, fed around 130 families
during the Christmas season and got clothes out to around
750 individuals in the beginning of Spring 2021. Tim and
Angel never expected this to blow up like this, but they are
driven more than ever to continue this movement and help this
community every day.
SL: Who are your heroes? People who inspire you to do
good work?
Angel: My most true inspiration always has been his favorite
artist, Lady Gaga. I always joke around about being gay and
being a huge fan of Lady Gaga, but for me it is so much more

Silence Speaks Volumes
at William Allen High
by Dave Zuidema
My partner of 3 years Dave Zuidema wrote the press release
for me Friday. He died suddenly Sunday. I would like the kids
he knew in the club to see his name in the byline advocating
for them with his last breath. Thank you. ,>V i <>i

than her fashion and her crazy career. The message she delivers
with her art inspires me to be kind to others and myself. My
grandfather inspired me his whole life because he showed me
that a man can make a million mistakes, but he needs to own
up to them and learn from them. This crazy Italian girl from
New York and this humble man from the mountains of Puerto
Rico inspire me every day to be a better person.
Timothy: I did not have the most normal upbringing, but I
can say on this day that I am so incredibly grateful for every
experience I encountered growing up. I will always look up
to my mother, whom raised four kids on her own as a single
mother. We did not always see eye to eye, but today, I cannot
express my appreciation to my mother. I was taught that
nothing happens in life without hard work. I might not ever be
rich, but my hard work brings me happiness. My father passed
away early in his life. Before he had passed, he taught me that
it is important to roll with the punches and not to let anyone
bring you down. No one will get me to where I want to be in
life, but myself. Besides my incredible family, I looks up to the
VÕÌÞ>Ã>Ü i°7i> >ÛiÌw} ÌiÛiÀÞÃ}i`>ÞÌ
make ends meet and that is something truly inspiring to see
iÛiÀÞiii«w} Ì}°
SL: How can people get involved with One Love Project?
One Love Project welcomes individuals of all backgrounds
to join. If you are looking to get involved, you can reach out
through email at oneloveprjct@gmail.com or on our social
i`>«>ÌvÀÃ°9ÕV>w`"iÛi*ÀiVÌÃÌ>}À>
searching @oneloveproject20 or on Facebook searching @
oneloveprjct. This is a group of love, unity, and equality.
5.9JCVƂNNU[QWTVKOGYJGP[QWCTGPQVFQKPI1PG.QXG
Project? Your profession, your relationship status, hobbies
etc.?
Angel\  ÜÀ vÕ Ìi >Ì ->Ì>`iÀ > 1- >Ã > L}Õ>
customer service representative.
Timothy\  >Ã ÜÀ >Ì ->Ì>`iÀ > 1-] ÜÀ}  Ì i
Ã«ÕÌiÃ`i«>ÀÌiÌ°
Angel and Tim both enjoy going for hikes. Tim has an Australian
Shepherd and Border Collie mix that really enjoy hitting the trails and
climbing rocks on mountains. Angel strongly believes in meditation.
This is something that brings him peace. Both of these men enjoy
having game nights with their friends, trying new restaurants, going
to festivals, and exploring new areas. Tim likes to spend his nights in
bed journaling before he sleeps and listening to music. Tim and Angel
are both single, as of March 2021. That can always change. Do not be
afraid to make your move!

-ÌÕ`iÌÃ]ÃÌ>vv>`>ÕvƂiÌÜ-V  ÃÌÀVÌViÀ>Ìi`
>Þv-iViÀ`>Þ]Ƃ«ÀÓÎ>Ì7>Ƃi} -V 7Ƃ-®°
/ i >Þ v -iVi ÜÜÜ°`>ÞvÃiVi°À}® Ã > «ÀiVÌ v Ì i >Þ]
iÃL> >` -ÌÀ>} Ì `ÕV>Ì iÌÜÀ - ®] / i >ÌÜ`i]
student-led event protests the oppression of lesbian, gay, bisexual,
and transgender youth. Hundreds of high schools and colleges
«>ÀÌV«>Ìi i>V  Þi>À° V>Þ] Ì i iÛiÌ Ü>Ã Ã«ÃÀi` LÞ - ®
and organized by the William Allen Gay Straight Alliance (GSA).
ƂÌ7Ƃ-À`>ÞÀ}]Ì iÀ>LÜ /+*À`iy>}Ü>ÃÀ>Ãi`
by senior John Carlos Santana (WAHS and LCCC Class of 2021),
sophomore Omar Serrano ('23), and GSA founding member and WASH
alumni Ian Wagner ('07). WAHS staff and Administration were joined
by staff members of Project Silk of the Lehigh Valley in attendance.
     ->Ì>> V>«ÌÕÀi` Ü >Ì Ì i y>}À>Ã} i>Ì Ì iLiÀÃ
v Ì i ÃV  VÕÌÞ\ ¸Ì viÌ VÀi`Li Ì À>Ãi Þ y>}
>}Ã`i Ì i y>} v Þ VÕÌÀÞ]¸ i Ã>`° ¸Ì Ü>Ã i«ÜiÀ} Ì
see it wave in the wind and heartwarming to see so many people
Ã Ü Ì iÀ ÃÕ««ÀÌ°  ÕÀ} Ì iÃi `>À ÌiÃ] Üi >Ã > >Ì
need to see more unity among the people and I felt that sense
v 1 /9 >` "1 /9 Ü i Þ y>}Ã Ü>Ûi` L>V >Ì i°¸
/ i >Þv-iViÃ«>ÀÌVÕ>ÀÞÀiiÛ>Ì7Ƃ-LiV>ÕÃivÌ i
school community's commitment to an inclusive learning environment
vÀ > ÃÌÕ`iÌÃ°  >``Ì] Ì Ài«ÀiÃiÌÃ Ì i ÃÌÀVÌ¿Ã ÃÕ««ÀÌ vÀ
strong anti-bullying programs supported through the Allentown Crime
Victim's Council, Restorative Practices and the Olweus Program.
¸Þ}Ì iÀ>LÜy>}vÀÌvÌ i> Õ`}Ì`>ÞÃiÌ>ÛiÀÞ
Vi>ÀiÃÃ>}iÌÕÀÃÌÕ`iÌL`ÞÌ >ÌƂƂ, 7  "  , t¸
Ài>Ài`V> >Þv-iViÀ}>âiÀ>`7Ƃ--ƂƂ`ÛÃÀ,>V i
<>i°¸"ÕÀÃÌ>vv¿ÃVÌiÌÌÃÕ««ÀÌÕÀÃÌÕ`iÌÃÌ Ã« ÞÃV>Þ
and emotionally taxing year has been inspirational. It was profoundly
Û}Ì >ÌÌ Ãy>}VÕ`LiÀ>Ãi` >Þv-iVi]Ü V «ÌÃÕÌ
the inspiring voices worldwide that are silenced by hatred and bigotry."
The goal of the WAHS Gay Straight Alliance is to join students
together to foster tolerance and understanding through education and
VÕÌÞÃiÀÛVi°/ i >Þv-iVi]Ü V Ì iÞ >Ûi«>ÀÌV«>Ìi`
for the past 15 years, is their largest and most visible event each year.
- ]ÀÌ i>Þ]iÃL>>`-ÌÀ>} Ì `ÕV>Ì iÌÜÀ]Ã
the leading national education organization focused on creating
safe schools for all lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender students.
ÃÌ>LÃ i`>Ì>Þ£x]- iÛÃÃ>ÜÀ`Ü V iÛiÀÞ
child learns to respect and accept all people, regardless of sexual
orientation or gender identity/expression. For more information
 - ¿Ã i`ÕV>ÌÀ ÀiÃÕÀViÃ] «ÕLV «VÞ >}i`>] ÃÌÕ`iÌ
organizing programs or development initiatives, visit www.glsen.org.
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WFMZ/69 REPORTER
JOSÉ MARTINEZ
We welcome José Martinez to the Lehigh Valley by getting all up in his
business and asking extremely personal questions. What are neighbors
for?
Stephen Libby: It seems like you are comfortably out. Was that
always the case?
José Martinez: I am 100 percent comfortably out, but it wasn't always
the case when growing up. It took me many years to understand that
my life was as worthy as someone else's life, especially coming from
a Latino family where the "Machismo" or this sense of being 'manly'
and self-reliant was always so present.
I was constantly forcing myself to study harder or work harder to
gain respect from family members. It was a nightmare until it wasn't,
and once I realized that I am perfect, just the way I am, everything
changed—even my relationship with some of those family members
that used to make me feel uncomfortable.
At this point in my life, I value all those experiences because
they taught me to be stronger. I encourage younger folks to work
on their self-esteem and
personal growth to avoid
depending on other
people's critics and
comments.
5. 9JQ FKF [QW ƂTUV
tell in your family and
how did they react?
Same with friends?
JM: I told my mom
wÀÃÌ°  >Ü>ÞÃ viÌ
that she was the
only person who
deserved to know
about my life directly.
I remember that her
reaction was like a
ÀiÀV>ÃÌiÀ°
Ûi
though she initially
seemed shocked,
that reaction was
followed
by
a
beautiful speech
about love and
support. That was
a game-changer
in my life because
right away, I knew
I was in a safe
space where I
could feel free.
Then, I told
one of my best friends. She was completely
supportive, and we became even closer after that since she was the
only person I could talk freely about dating and boyfriends.
SL: What are the pros and cons of your job?
JM\ÛiÞL°iÌ¿ÃÃÌ>ÀÌÌ iÀit ÕÌÌ¿ÃivÌ Ãi«ÀviÃÃÃ
where you're constantly working and moving around. It's something
18 that I cherish and dislike at the same time.

I would say that the
pros are all related
to being a voice for
those who feel they
can't participate in many
aspects of government
issues or even access to
programs and organizations.
I like to see my job as a bridge
between communities, and more than
news, I build connections. Sometimes you
can help families in need by showing them available
resources, and some others, you can showcase some of their abilities
and talents.
I like to see everything from a positive perspective, so I don't think
there are any cons. The only complicated thing is the stress of dealing
with so many stories every day. That's why, after more than ten years
working in media, once in a while, I pack a bag, go to the beach, and
disconnect.
SL: What are the pros and cons about living in the Lehigh Valley?
JM: I love the Lehigh Valley and the Berks/Lancaster area. I moved here
from New York City last Spring. Yes, in the middle of the pandemic. It
Ü>ÃÌ iLiÃÌ`iVÃÞ ÕÃL>`>` >ÛiiÛiÀ>`i° ¿Ì}iÌ
me wrong. I love NYC, and my family and friends are there, so I go
there all the time, but the timing was perfect.
One of the biggest pros is having a better work/life balance, where
I can go to work and go hiking the same day. The amount of beautiful
places in the Lehigh Valley makes me extremely happy, and I can enjoy
that every morning when I have my cup of coffee in the backyard.
iiÀ]vÝiÃ]>`LÀ`Ã>ÀiÞ¸À}LÕ``iÃ°¸Ì¿ÃÕÃÌ>Li>ÕÌvÕ
and peaceful area.
Like I said before, I am a very positive person, but the one aspect
I am still adjusting to in the Lehigh Valley is winter and snowstorms.
/ iÀi¿ÃLiiÌÃvÃÜ`ÕÀ}ÞwÀÃÌÜÌiÀ iÀi]>`iÛiÌ Õ} 
it is just beautiful, driving through hills and frozen roads is challenging
vÀ>VÌÞLÞii]LÕÌ iÞ]ÛiÌÌt
SL: What are your hobbies? What do you like to do when you are
not working?
JM: Since I moved to the area, I discovered that I love going to
nurseries to get new plants, so I spend a lot of time gardening indoors
and outdoors when the weather is nice. When the temperature is
above 60 degrees, I get on my bike and go for a ride, have a cup of
coffee at my local coffee shop.
I also enjoy theater a lot. I used to be part of acting groups,
and I am looking for a new one down here, especially now, when the
entertainment industry seems to be ready to go back
to work.
This Spring, I am planning on documenting a series of visits to local
stores throughout the area. I always wanted to help small businesses,
and I will use my social media to feature some of those places that
need our help now more than ever, so that's where I am going to be
spending a lot of my free time during the next few months.
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Left
of Center
Productions

Stephen Libby: Tell us when and how you got into this business
and how you started your Entertainment Agency, Left of Center
Productions?
Linda Lewis: Before its launch, in 2006, I was working as an Assistant
Ì>V> ÌiÀÌ>iÌƂ}iVÞ°>Ãi`Ì iÜiÀvVÕ`ÃÌ>ÀÌ>
`i«>ÀÌiÌ vVÕÃ}  ¼`i«i`iÌ ¼ ƂÀÌÃÌÃ] ÃÌ v Ü V  ÜiÀi
 /+³°i}À>VÕÃÞ}>ÛiiÌ i¼}Àii} Ì°½ÀÌ iÀi]ÃÜÞ
built my roster, eventually having 20 acts. I booked many of these
artists at venues in Phila, such as the Tin Angel, and various other
ÛiÕiÃÌ i1°-°Ü>Ã>ÃÀiÃ«ÃLiv À}ÎiÃL>Vi`>Ã]
Ü V Ü>ÃÌ iLÀ>V `vivÌ iÜiÀÃ] iV>i`Ì¼iÃL>Ã
of Laughter.’ I booked them not only at the Tin Angel, but at colleges
around the tri-state area. This was a lot of fun because I actually went
on tour with them as their Tour Manager. This caught the attention
v>vÀi`vi]À>*ÀVi]Ü Ü>ÃÌ i ÌiÀÌ>iÌ ÀiVÌÀ
of Philly Pride, who asked me if I would be interested in booking her
entertainment for Philly Pride, which I gladly accepted. As soon as
 Ài>âi` Ì iÀi ÜiÀi Õ`Ài`Ã v Ì iÀ *À`i ÛiÌÃ  Ì i 1°-°] 
`iV`i`ÌvVÕÃ*À`i ÛiÌÃ] iViiÃÌ>LÃ }>V i½Ì i
ÌiÀÌ>iÌ`ÕÃÌÀÞ°
SL: When did you decide to venture out on your own and start
Left of Center Productions? How long did it take you to catch the
attention of other Pride Events and other artists?
LL: The local agency I was working with was bought out in 2008, and
Ì iÞVÕ`Ì>vvÀ`i]Ã`iV`i`ÌÃÌ>ÀÌÞÜ ÌiÀÌ>iÌ
Agency. It literally took me 4 years to build relationships with Pride
ÛiÌÃ]Ã}ÀiÜvÀ£*À`i ÛiÌÌÓäÌ ÃivÕÀÞi>ÀÃ°Ü>Ã
VÌ>VÌi`LÞ-> i}*À`iÌ}iÌ>V>ÃÌiLiÀvÀ ]LÕÌ
unfortunately no one was available except a new cast member, Alex
iÜi]Ü Ü>ÃÜvÀ ÃÃ«Ì/ i *ÀiVÌ°Ü>Ã>Li
Ì L ƂiÝ >` ÃVi Ì Ã Ü>Ã Ì i L}}iÃÌ *À`i ÛiÌ  >` iÛiÀ
Li`Õ«ÌÌ >Ì«Ì°`iV`i`ÌyÞÌ-> i}Ì>iÃÕÀi
things ran smoothly for both the Pride organization and the artists.
While there, I met Alex back stage, who was there with his Mother. It
Ü>Ã>VÌÕ>Þ]Ì iwÀÃÌÌiƂiÝ >`iÛiÀ>ÌÌi`i`>*À`i ÛiÌ]iÌ
alone perform at one. We had a blast, and I especially loved hanging
out with Alex’s Mom.
7 iÜ>ÌV } ÃÌ>}i iÃ>}¼Ƃ`Ƃ/i}9Õ]½ Ài>
Girls) and I literally was moved to tears. His mother asked if I would
consider representing Alex, I told her I would think about it. Later that
night, at dinner, I accepted his offer. I have been with Alex ever since.
He is not only a client, he is like a son to me. I absolutely adore him.
Soon, other artists were interested in working with me, such as
Steve Grand, when his manager reached out to me and asked me to
be his exclusive agent. Both of these two artists were great, but none
of them were signed to major agencies, so I am still their only agent
for Live & Virtual Music Performances and Appearances.

5.&KF[QWƂPFDTGCMKPIKPVQVJKUOCTMGVFKHƂEWNV!
LL\9iÃ]Ì iLi}}]vÕ`Ì`vwVÕÌÌLiÌ>iÃiÀÕÃÞ]LÌ 
by other LGBT agents, and the major agencies wouldn’t give me the
time of day. Back then, there were maybe eight LGBT owned
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photo by
Melissa Donovan
Agencies that booked
LGBT Night Clubs and Pride
ÛiÌÃ°Ü>ÃÌ iÞvi>i]
the other agents had years of
experience in this market, and I was
just learning the market. To be honest, no
one was very anxious to help me and no one wanted another LGBT
>}iÌÌ i¼Ý]½V«iÌ}ÜÌ Ì i°
I had years of experience in Sales, so I approached things the same
way…. Building relationships, being honest, being a good listener and
trying to customize their needs within the budget they had, I started
getting referrals from others who worked with me, but my strategy
was trying to get artists onto my roster that no one else had.
5.6GNNWUCDQWVUQOGQH[QWTUWEEGUUGU9JGPYCUVJGƂTUVVKOG
you remember thinking, "Oh wow! This is cool and I can make a
living from this!”
LL\/i]>``}ƂiÝ iÜi ®>`-ÌiÛiÀ>`ÌÞÀÃÌiÀ
gave me credibility with the Pride Organizations, but what really was
the game changer was when I was contacted by Betty Who’s manager
>Ã}iÌÀi«ÀiÃiÌ iÀiÝVÕÃÛiÞvÀ>v iÀ*À`i ÛiÌÃ° iÌÌÞ
Who was signed by Windish Agency at the time and after being shot
down by major agencies for years, I thanked her manager for thinking
of me, but explained that no major agency would ever consider turning
over inquiries and booking to me for her LGBT Pride Bookings. Betty
Who’s manager told me he was going to “set up a meeting with her
>}iÌ vÀ Ì i 7`Ã  Ƃ}iVÞ] >` Üi >Ài }} Ì w}ÕÀi Ì }Ã
out.” That was 7 years ago, and I am still representing Betty Who
exclusively for her LGBTQ+ Bookings.
-Ì ÃÜ>ÃÌ i¼ÌÕÀ}«ÌiÌ½Ü iw>Þ}ÌÌ iÀiÃ«iVÌ
from a major agency. Betty Who switched to another Agency a year
later, and her agent there introduced me to 12 other agents within
that agency and they all asked me to represent their artists exclusively
vÀ /+ }Ã°-]iÜÌ iÌ >ÌÌ ÃÜ>Ã}}ÌLi1 
to Left of Center and put us on the map, and it did.
I now have the attention of all the major agencies, artists and
management companies. This has led to our agency now providing
ÌiÀÌ>iÌÌÛiÀ£nx /+ }Ã>Õ>Þ°ivÌv iÌiÀÃ
now the “go to” in the LGBT market.
SL: How many Artists do you represent and can you share the
different types of artists you work with, as well as the type of
Events you work with? Who are some of your exclusive Artists
Left of Center are exclusive with?
LL: As of today, Left of Center Productions are currently working
ÜÌ  Õ`Ài`Ã v >ÀÌÃÌÃ° / iÃi Û>ÀÞ vÀ ¼Ƃ½ ÃÌ i>`iÀÃ] Ì
more reasonably priced artists. These include: Singers (all Genres),
-}ÜÀÌiÀÃ]
>ViÀÃ]
i`>Ã] iÞÌiÉÕiÃÌ -«i>iÀÃ
,Panelists, Political and Public Figures, Athletes, Celebrities, Reality
Show Figures, Violinists, Authors, Playwrights, Broadway Actors,
 /+ƂÀÌÃÌÃ]À>`>ÀÃ >Ã>` À>}+ÕiiÃ]iÌV°
/ i`vviÀiÌÌÞ«iÃv ÛiÌÃÜiÜÀÜÌ >Ài /+³"À}>â>ÌÃ]
*À`i ÛiÌÃ] } Ì ÕLÃ] À«À>Ìi] i}iÃ]ÕÃV>ÀÃ] ÕÌÀÞ
Fairs, Music Festivals, Music Venues, Private Parties, Fundraisers &

Galas, Holiday Parties, etc.
We are exclusive with close to 50 Artists (LGBTQ+ Bookings) such
as: Alex Newell, Steve Grand, Betty Who, Big Freedia, Todrick Hall,
iviÀ`>Þ]*>L6ÌÌ>À]i>i -«ViÀÃ®]6VÌ] À>
iVÌÀ>] >`>i >` ] 7À>Li] ,iLiVV> >V] } ««iÀ] - i>
>`] >ÃÌiLiÀÃv*Ãi],ÃÃ>Ì iÜÃ] À>`i>`>iÃ]
 Ìâi >i] /À>VÞ 9Õ}] *>> >] Ƃ8] ,> ->Ü>Þ>>]
``i]/ >Ì`]9Õ} >LÞ/>Ìi] Ƃ9Ƃ]Ƃi8]>`>ÞÌ iÀÃ°
SL: How has your agency grown internally to keep up with all of
your events? What is the most challenging part of your job? What
is the most satisfying part of your job?
LL: As of 2016, I was able to bring on a Business Partner, Melissa
Û>] Ü  >Ã Ì>iÃ  Ì i Ài v ÌÀ>VÌ Ƃ`ÃÌÀ>ÌÀ >`
Logistics. The end of 2018/2019, we hired two assistants. This helps
ÃViÜi>ÀiÜ«ÀÛ`} ÌiÀÌ>iÌvÀÓää«ÕÃiÛiÌÃ>Õ>Þ°
The most challenging part of my job is balancing work with my
«iÀÃ> vi° ÕÀ} *À`i Ãi>Ã] >` i>`} Õ« Ì] Üi >Ài >
putting in long days and weekends up to 17/18 hours days.
The most satisfying part of my job is having the best team, who
continue to give 150%. I am also fortunate to work with great clients
who have become more like friends to me. Helping to assist them
make the most successful event that runs seamlessly is the biggest
reward I can ask for. Building strong and trusting relationships with the
clients, artists, and the agencies is the biggest gift I can ask for.
SL: What do you feel makes Left of Center Productions different
from any other Agency?
LL: I honestly feel that being a good listener and customizing the
ViÌ½Ãii`Ã>ÜÌ Ì iÀLÕ`}iÌÃiÞt-iiVÌ}>>ÀÌÃÌÃ>Ã
key, it has to make sense. Just because an artist is on our roster doesn’t
mean they will be the right act.
You need to ask the right questions, know all about the audience,
the age range, the demographics of that area, asking about other
events and who they had that were a success, and those who were
not. If you are a good agent, you will be able to help recommend
the best possible talent within their budget. The other important
factor, accessibility and follow-up. Seems minor, but to the client, it
ÃiÛiÀÞÌ }t
SL: What would you like life to look like after you retire?
LL\ / i «> Ã Ì w>Þ Ì>i Ì i Ìi Ì ÌÀ>Ûi ÜÌ  iÃÃ>° i >Ì
the French Open and Wimbledon every year. (Pride Season falls on
the same months, so we could never get away). I would like to buy
a farm or land in order to make it into an Animal Sanctuary, rescuing
discarded or injured animals. I would like to help rescue and save as
>Þ>>Ã>ÃV>°ÜÕ`w>ÞÌ>iÌ iÌiÌw>Þ«>Þ>v
the 2,500 albums and 45’s I have collected since 1963.

DJ Brad Scott Smith
Invites You To Dance
Werk It Wednesdays

>Þ xÌ  V i >Þ >Ì >Ì ÌV i >` >À È{x
Hamilton St, Allentown, PA
Õi Ó` >Ì> i>Ûi "vwVi >ÀÞ >Þ >Ì -ÌÀ>Ì> >ÌÃ ÌÞ
Center Allentown Arts Walk, Allentown, PA
July 7th Red, White and Blue at Allentown Brew Works 812
Hamilton St, Allentown, PA
ƂÕ}ÕÃÌ {Ì  *À`i ÛiÌ *À >Ì i > È£Ó >Ì -Ì]
Allentown, PA
-i«ÌiLiÀ£ÃÌ7 Ìi*>ÀÌÞ>Ì ÜÌÜƂiÌÜ>ÀiÌÓÇ
N 7th St, Allentown, PA
"VÌLiÀ ÈÌ  >Üii ÃÌÕi *>ÀÌÞ >Ì ÀÕ >``Þ½Ã ÀiÜ
Works 732 Hamilton St, Allentown, PA
More info at: @Bradburysullivanlgbtcenter Instagram or
Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Center Facebook @djbradfscott

Plunge Pool Parties

ÛiÀÞ ->ÌÕÀ`>Þ] -Õ`>Þ >` `>Þ `>ÞÃ >Ì ,>LÜ
Mountain Resort
Ó£äÌ iL,`] >ÃÌ-ÌÀÕ`ÃLÕÀ}]*Ƃ
More info at: https://www.rainbowmountain.net

Sunset Tea Dance

May 23rd 4:30-8:30 at Sand Castle Winery 755 River Rd,
ÀÜ>]*Ƃ
More info at: https://www.sandcastlewinery.com/event-details/
sunset-tea-dance-with-legendary-dj-brad-scott

Easton Tea Dance

ÎÇ«>Ì/Ü,ÛiÀÃ ÀiÜ} x{Ó ÀÌ >«Ì-Ì] >ÃÌ]
PA 18042
July 11th, August 22nd, Sept 12th

More, More, More

May 27th The Last Bash at Stonewall Moose Lounge 7pm-close
28 N 10th St, Allentown, PA
Õi£ÎÌ -i}}Þ½Ã /+/>i"ÛiÀ/i> >Vi{Ç>Ì-i}}Þ½Ã
ƂÝiÕÃi{Ó iÌÀi-µÕ>Ài] >ÃÌ]*Ƃ
June 26th Physique at Black and Blue 10p-2am Black & Blue
ÈnÎ7>ÕÌ-Ì] >ÃÌ]*Ƃ

SL: How do you unwind?
What does your perfect
Wh
day off look like?
da
LL: I would enjoy sitting
LL
out back watching all
ou
of the deer and birds,
cooking on the grill,
co
spending time with loved
sp
ones, my 3 kitties (Jack,
o
Frankie and Grace), and
F
end the night listening to
e
artists like Billie Holliday,
a
>ÀÛ>Þi]-ÌiiÞ >]

JJoni Mitchell, James
Taylor, Bobby Caldwell
>`>vÌ iÃÌ>`>À`Ãt
Pictured: Linda Lewis (R)
>`iÃÃ> Û>
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SB: To me the Mermen concept represents a fantasy
world, an escape to another dimension where I can
express my feelings freely. Also it is a reminder of my
childhood, I was raised by the seashore most of the
time and I was always that dreamy little boy who can
leave his friends and walk alone by the shore looking
for a mermaid on the horizon :)
SL: What does the perfect summer look like for
you? Work? Vacation? Meeting mermen off the
coast of Greece?
SB: A perfect summer for me is being allowed to
plan and visit new places again, hopefully after
the pandemic is over. I always bring my work with
i] Ã«À>Ì >Ã  Ã«iVwV time.
Maybe
on,
meeting a new merman soon,
Stephen Libby: Your work is so romantic, haunting, who knows :) P.S. Greece is on
whimsical and almost otherworldly. Who or what the list of my adventures to live
ve
inspires you the most?
his
and discover, hopefully this
Salem Beruti: Thank you for describing my work ÃÕiÀt
with these beautiful words. What inspires me mostly
ÃÌ iÌÌiÞÃÌiÀÞw`Ãii¿ÃiÞiÃ]Ì iÜ>Þ
they look, a smile. I've always been fascinated
Salem Beiruti
by the male beauty, body anatomy, the story it
Conceptual Artist &
creates between lights and shadows.
SL: The images we've selected for this summer Illustrator
issue have a nautical narrative. Sailors and theartofsalem.com
mermen... What do mermen symbolize for you? artistsalem
Why do you think gay men respond to them?
has
loved everything to do with illustration since
he was a child in Lebannon. He has worked as
>}À>« V`iÃ}iÀ°->iivÌÌ i``i >ÃÌ
and moved to Madrid where he realized his dream
and became a conceptual artist and illustrator. These
are two quotes from Salem's bio on his website.
¸/ iÕÀiÞÃAÌÛiÀ]ÌV >}i`]ÌÀiyiVÌÃ`ÀiVÌÞ
in my art, it is about passion." and "A man who is
always willing to leave his comfort zone and express
himself, showing his admiration for the human
body in a mysterious yet obvious and clear way."

Serving the LGBTQ Community Since 1981

Celebrating 40 years

Pool Parties | Dance Club | Bistro | Bonfires
Van from NYC to Resort | Year Round Resort
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by
Bill Sanders
“Step - kick - kick - leap - kick - touch. AGAIN,” are the immortal words that start
the musical, “A Chorus Line.” The constant and almost weekly “pivoting” in terms of
what theater programming would be like is very much like those steps being called
out and then changed again and again and again. Initially when we closed in March we
thought we would be back in two weeks. Two weeks turned to “maybe” two months,
then.... After countless surveys from unions and producers and other organizations
asking, “When would you be comfortable?” I remember most people saying
5GRVGODGTVJGP,CPWCT[CPFPQYYGNNVJGTGKUƂPCNN[CPQRGPKPIEWTVCKPKPUKIJV
#NVJQWIJPQVJKPIKUUGVKPUVQPGCUQH[GVYGYKNNFGƂPKVGN[DGEGNGDTCVKPIRTKFGOQPVJ
streaming a one man play that we did in 2019 about a gay man’s new job working in
the mall in Barbra Streisand‘s basement. This hilariously funny play continues the long
tradition of LGBTQ-made theatre at Civic. In the summer of ‘92 we produced “The
Normal Heart” followed by “Falsettos” in ‘93, “Angels in America,” “Love! Valour!
%QORCUUKQPqCPFUQOCP[OQTGp$W[GTCPF%GNNCTqYKNNDGƂNOGFKPHTQPVQHCUQEKCNN[
distant live audience playing for two performances only - June 18 & 19th at 7:30. Tickets
will be available via our website at www.CivicTheatre.com. When we return to work
at the beginning of May we will be putting our heads together to create the rest of
QWTUGCUQP+MPQYKVYKNNKPENWFGWUƂPCNN[IGVVKPIVQUJCTGQWTQWVTCIGQWURTQFWEVKQP
of “Silence! The Musical,” which was shuttered literally hours before it opened. It
was silenced. Yes, it is a musical parody of “Silence Of The Lambs.” I have never
laughed so hard in my life. We are also planning and thrilled to produce the previously
announced award winning, “Indecent” by the brilliant Paula Vogel in June of 2022.
To give our audience something to sing about this summer we’re going to produce
“They’re Playing Our Song,” written by two giants of comedy and music that only
collaborated once. Neil Simon and Marvin Hamlisch. It’s a rom-com about a couple who
meet as writing partners and… well you know - it’s a love story. Speaking of pivoting,
this may be moved to outdoors but hopefully will bring us back to the 19th St. Theatre.
In the world of the pandemic, the 2020 Tony awards will be held in August
2021. We are going to do our annual fundraiser Tonys and Tapas, and hopefully
streaming the awards on the screen in the 19th Street Theatre. This will include
beverages, light hors d’oeuvres, and a quick entertainment that will feature all
of the productions announced for the coming season. The coming season. Finally.
We are still working on that but you may expect a red headed Moppet.... AGAIN.
I hope to see you at the theatre.
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by Keri Pennypacker

ÕÀ} Ì i "6 £ «>`iV] VÕÌÞ ÛÛiiÌ V> vii
VÀi`LÞ`vwVÕÌ° ÕÌÞÃV>â}] ÜiÛiÀ]ÃÌLÃiÌi°
Last July, I shifted my view of what community socializing meant when
I was able to join Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community Center in their
creation of the Lehigh Valley Lesbians community group. My name
is Keri Pennypacker, and I facilitate the casual, drop-in community
`ÃVÕÃÃ }ÀÕ« vÀ >Þi Ü  `iÌwiÃ >Ã iÃL> À > LÃiÝÕ>
woman in the Greater Lehigh Valley.
I started this group so that my wife and I could make some
connections and friends in the area.
Neither one of us are from the Lehigh
Valley originally and we were looking
for like minded friendships.
This group continues to grow each
month. We are regularly welcoming
new members and have a wonderful
community. My idea for this group
started prior to the pandemic but
it served many individuals that may
otherwise not have been able to meet
 «iÀÃ° / iÀi >Ài `iwÌiÞ >Þ
women that join in every month, and
others as they are able to. I feel this
group was so important to the area
and especially during a pandemic.
Many of us have never met in person
and yet we still feel very connected
Ü i Üi ¼}iÌ Ì}iÌ iÀ½ i>V  Ì °
We also held a hike last fall and ten
of our members attended. We’re in the process of planning another
hike and other safe events with the group for the spring and summer.
The meetings are held as open format meetings in which we do not
have a planned agenda and we discuss anything the group wants to.
Some months we have deeper conversations about coming out and
the challenges we may be facing in our lives. Other months, we have
lighter conversations and discuss books and movies that we enjoyed,
or how to date during a pandemic.
LiiÛiÌ Ã}ÀÕ« >ÃLiiÛiÀÞLiiwV>iÃ«iV>Þ`ÕÀ}Ì i
pandemic. I have received feedback that some members would like

to have more than one meeting per month. I believe we will try to
incorporate some type of hybrid model once things do open up again
for those that are not able to meet in person.
I was recently speaking with someone that I know through work
and mentioned my wife, which I don’t always do. However, I felt
comfortable with this person so I did. After that, she started tearing
up, because her daughter is also a lesbian, and they were having
some family issues because of it. It was really great to have the group
to share with and also to help her. Sometimes, we keep ourselves
closeted around people we don’t
know well, because we’re not sure
how they’ll react. I do that less these
days, because if I can help someone
just by being myself, I consider that
>ÜÜt
I look forward to the future of this
group. I’m excited to continue to
meet women in the area, form lasting
friendships, and offer support. I am
looking forward to more in-person
events and also the potential for
larger events when the time is right.
This group is under a year old, and
Üi >ÛiÕV }ÀÜÌ > i>`vÕÃt
When I log onto our meetings, I
know I’ll be greeted with a sense of
excitement and pride. The Lehigh
Valley Lesbians community group
is a beautiful space, where we have
created friendship and laughter while remaining physically apart. We
are a community. I am grateful to be a part of the Bradbury-Sullivan
LGBT Community Center family and to facilitate a group of supportive
women as we move through this pandemic together.
If you identify as a lesbian or bisexual woman living in the greater
Lehigh Valley area and would like to join our group, email Reilly@
BradburySullivanCenter.org or visit bradburysullivancenter.org/
lehigh_valley_lesbians for more information.
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best choice for TV, Internet and Phone.
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Trans icon Lina BradfordÀiÌÕÀÃ>ÌiÃ«À}ÉÃÕiÀÜÌ Ãi>ÃÎv /  ""1- 7/ Ƃ
,Ƃ ", 9ÕÌÕLi®°Ì iwÀÃÌÌÜÃi>ÃÃ]> >`7 «`LiÀ}] >ÀÃÀiÃÃiÞ] >`Ã >Þi
>`ÀiÌÌ i` ÕÃi°-i>Ã/ ÀiiÜÜiViv>Ã }ÕiÃÌÃi,Õ*>Õ½Ã À>},>Vi½Ã LÌ i À>}
+Õii>` iÌÝ]ƂiÀV>¿Ã iÝÌ/«`i½ÃÃÃƂiÝ>`iÀ>`ÃÃ}]>`µÕiiÃv} ÌviƂ>`>
i«Ài>`iÞƂÀ>Ã°iÀi>Ã >ÀiÃ iÀviVÌÕÃÞ«ÃÌÛi>ÌÌÌÕ`i>`VÌÕiÃÌÛiÌiÜÜÀ`Ãt
Stephen Libby: Hi Lina and congratulations on the
success of In the DollHouse! So FUNNNN! How did
you think of this for a talk show?
> À>`vÀ`\ / > ÞÕ ÛiÀÞ ÕV t Ì Ü>Ã > viÌi
dream that I had manifested from a child playing with
my dolls, dreaming of scenarios and living them out so
it would be a natural progression for me to pay homage
with the beautiful people in my life alongside of the guys
and girls in doll forms that have been there for me sence
the jump.
SL: We know you love all of your guests but who was
a real stand out in season 3 and what did you learn
from the interview?
LB: Well I learn something new every day and that’s one
thing that my spirituality always keeps me connected with
is that when you do you are truly living in open yourself to
the universe therefore every guest reminded me of how
blessed I am to have such beautiful people in my life so
not to be cheesy but seriously all of them.
SL: You are the ultimate Barbie. Would you please
give us a run down of some of the lewks and fashions
you will be showing off in season 3?
that’ss quite a compliment
LB: Well thank you that
I’ve
I’
’ve always thought of myself as a
M
Malibu
Barbie with a

Chameleon fashionista sense of myself my look this
season is my very eclectic urban spiritual fashion self
keeping continuity throughout the whole season with
6Ûii7iÃÌÜ`ÕÌ> >ÌÃiÛiÀÞ Àt
SL: The Magic 8 ball receives a transformation in the
new season. Would you please explain?
LB: Well it had been a three-year hiatus so not only myself
has grown but also the magical eight ball she is referred
to as Balliquia she is Feircer then Siri and Alexa and
ÛÃÕ>ÞwÌÃÌ i«>ÀÌt*ÕÃÃ iVÕÀiÃ>vÞ}ÕiÃÌvÀ
wherever they are in this country or out of the country.
SL: In your opinion, what are the biggest issues facing
trans people in 2021? How can we make life better
for our trans brothers and sisters, and for all people?
LB: Thank you for the empathy and consideration because
Ì >ÌÌÀÕÞÃÌ iwÀÃÌÃÌi«>` i«}Ì iÌÀ>ÃVÕÌÞ
is being there asking questions letting your presence be
known a little literally goes along way and showing up for
the Cause.
Blessings love and light and always brown sugar kisses xo
Lina thank jew
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IAN RICCABONI

Lehigh Valley native Ian Riccaboni is an actor, author and Ring of Honor Wrestling
sportscaster and commentator. Recently he donated all proceeds from a Cameo fundraiser
to the Lehigh Valley's Bradbury Sullivan LGBT Community Center in Allentown, PA. Adrian
Shanker connected us to discuss why he is so passionate about the LGBTQ population.

Stephen Libby: Tell us how your initiative that supports the
Bradbury Sullivan LGBT Community Center came about.
Ian Riccaboni: Professional wrestling has an extremely rocky
history in the presentation of LGBTQ+ characters. The penultimate
example are "gay panic" characters like Gorgeous George, who
wrestled from the 1940s through the early 60s, Adrian Adonis in
the 1980s, and various others along the way. It has been rarer until
recently to see a LGBTQ+ character portrayed in a positive way.
I've always carried around the feeling that wrestling can, should,
and must do better for the LGBTQ+ community, particularly
in light of its rocky history with the LGBTQ+ community. We
must build inclusive locker rooms and be inviting of all fans.
That starts with education of the wrestlers, staff, and crew.

SL: Thank you for educating others. What are you looking forward
to this summer?
,\>ÜvÕÞÛ>VV>Ìi`Ã >ÛiÃi«iViv`tÜLi
loading up my family, still in masks, and driving to Florida to see my
parents, our little ones' Nono
and Nona. For the
wÀÃÌ Ìi  > } Ìi] 
am hopeful that
we can turn the corner

"6 £t

SL: Why are you such a strong ally to the LGBT community?
IR: I am inspired to be an ally based by the strength carried by my
friends and those that have been in my life. My favorite teacher was
ÞƂ* }Ã Ìi>V iÀ iÜ>ÃvÕÞ]V >À}]LÕÌ>ÃVÕ`iÝ«>
concepts and classic literature to you in a way that made it both make
ÃiÃi >` Li iÞ>Li° i Ü>Ã >Ã Ì i ÀiVÌÀ >` *À`ÕViÀ v
our High School's plays. He had a partner and, at the time, you would
see parents or other teachers be affectionate with one another. But
because of the perception of LGBTQ+ folks at the time, seen as an
Other, my teacher and his partner were not able to do these things.
ƂÃ>`]ÀiiLiÀÃii} iV}ÕÌ°ÌÜ>Ã i>`iiÜÃÆ
it was everywhere. But as quickly and as accepting as some were, she
initially just about lost it all. That framed everything for me. There was no
reason for anyone to lose anything, yet alone their career, if they were as
talented, caring, and compassionate as my teacher was. In retrospect,
it hurts a lot that there were parts of him that it appeared he could not be.
I was the lead in one of his musicals and I had the biggest crush
on one of my co-stars. We ended up going to prom together later
in the year. We liked a lot of the same music, bands, clothing styles.
We watched movies together, we even went to Allentown Pride
ÓääxÌ}iÌ iÀ>Ì i`>À i>V °7iÜiÌÌÌ iÃ>i1ÛiÀÃÌÞLÕÌ
lost touch and one day I noticed on Twitter that he transitioned.
Through the courageous act of documenting some of the challenges
>ÀÕ` ÌÀ>ÃÌ}  w]  i>Ài` > Ì° ¿ Ã «ÀÕ` v
°  ÌÀÞ Ì ` iÛiÀÞÌ } vÀ Þ }Ã  Ìi>V iÀ >` Þ vÀi`°
SL: Wow! I don't mind telling you I am tearing up. Not
everyone has the platform or visibility you have. What can
the rest of the ally community do to help their LGBT friends?
IR: What I have found is the best thing to do to help LGBT friends as an
ally is check your mutual friends. Challenge casual homophobia. If your
friends still use the word "gay" as a pejorative, calmly and kindly ask
Ì >ÌÌ iÞ`¿Ì>`iÝ«>Ì >ÌÌÃ ÕÀÌvÕ° `ÕV>Ìi>`vÀ>ÀÕ`
the use of pronouns and help explain how they can be important to
your mutual friends. This has been my most successful route to take.
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Addicted USA

is
ushering
in
the
blazing heat of summer with sexy new gear
featuring
eye-popping
colors
and
prints.
/ i ÃÃÌiÀ i vÀ - iVÌ] Ƃ``VÌi`
1-Ƃ >Ã Lii `i`V>Ìi` Ì Ì i `iÃ} >`
manufacturing of men’s underwear, swimwear, and
sportswear since 2009. Their latest collection,
>Û>>Li Ü >Ì Ƃ``VÌi`1-Ƃ°V] >Ài «>ÞvÕ]
ÃÌi>Þ >` LÀ} ÌÆ > ÃÕÀiwÀi Ü>Þ Ì }À>L
>ÌÌiÌ  Ì i Li>V  >`  Ì i Li`Àt
For the new campaign, photographer Tarek
del Moreno
and BelAmi models Torsten
1>] Ì > "«ÀÞ] Ã />ÌÕ] 9>Ã *>Õ>
and Viggo Sørensen ventured into the sand
dunes on the island of Gran Canariain in Spain.

Desert
Heat

BelAmi Boys Soak in the Sun
in Addicted USA
Ethan wears the Flowery Swimderwear brief
by Addicted USA
words by Paul Hutnick
photographer Tarek del Moreno
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AUTHOR

RUß
THOMAS

With the release of his critically acclaimed debut novel Firewatching, British author Russ
Thomas burst onto the mystery scene with a blistering police procedural that marked him
as “an author to watch” (Publishers Weekly). At once an homage to the classic genre and
a timely twist on it, Firewatching introduced an oft-lacking diversity to the genre with its
«ÀÌ>}ÃÌÃp iÌiVÌÛi-iÀ}i>Ì/ÞiÀ]>}>Þ>]>` iÌiVÌÛi ÃÌ>Li,>LL>]>ÕÃ
woman—and engaged with contemporary conversations about the challenges and rewards
v `ÛiÀÃwV>Ì] >Ã Üi Ü >Ì >««iÃ Ü i ÕÌÜ>À` VÕÃ >ÃÃ }À>i` ÀiÃiÌiÌÃ°
Now Thomas makes his much-anticipated follow up with NIGHTHAWKING (Putnam),
an electrifying second entry featuring the same indelible characters, fresh writing, and hardcore thrills that readers have come to expect. In this incendiary installment, a nighthawker’s
>VV`iÌ> `ÃVÛiÀÞ v > L`Þ v > vÀi} ÃÌÕ`iÌ «ÕÃ - /ÞiÀ `ii« Ì Ì i ÜÀ` v >ÌµÕÌiÃ
>Ã i ÛiÃÌ}>ÌiÃ > ÃiÀ«iÌi ÞÃÌiÀÞ v `>}iÀÕÃ ÃiVÀiÌÃ] «ÀiVÕÃ w`Ã] >` i}> `i>}Ã°
Recently Mr. Thomas took time to discuss these books and other things like 80's video games and his work process.

Stephen Libby: Congratulations on all of your success
with the Detective Sergeant Adam Tyler series! First
FireWatching and now NightHawking. In your bio you
write you grew up in the eighties. What movies, books, TV
UJQYUUWRGTJGTQGUXKFGQICOGUKPƃWGPEG[QWTYTKVKPIKP
the Adam Tyler series
Russ Thomas: I think that every story I’ve ever consumed,
 Ü >ÌiÛiÀ vÀ>Ì] yÕiViÃ i  Ãi Ü>Þ°  ÀiViÌÞ
rediscovered a manuscript for a novel I wrote when I was a
teenager and realised it was a carbon-copy of Star Wars,
except that all the characters had Marvel Superheroes super
powers. I read a lot of Agatha Christie novels when I was young
and I think I can trace my interest in Mystery novels back to
then, but it’s probably Lee Child’s Jack Reacher series and Kate
ƂÌÃ½Ã >VÃ À`i ÛiÃ Ì >Ì ÃÌ `ÀiVÌÞ yÕiVi
the birth of Adam Tyler. That being said, he’s a very different
protagonist to either of them.
SL: Let's stay in the 80's for a minute and describe to us
where you grew up and what was it like when you realized
you were gay? Who did you tell? How was it received.
RT: I grew up in a very small village in the heart of leafy Berkshire,
just west of London. It’s about as conservative and traditional
as you can get. The nearest gay bar was about 15 miles away.
-ÕvwViÌÃ>Þ]Ü>Ã½ÌÕÌ°v>VÌ]``½ÌÜ>ÞiÜ 
was gay, or at least not openly so. My only experience of what
it was to be gay was the scant representations I got to see on
/6>`wq"À>}iÃƂÀi ÌÌ i"ÞÀÕÌ]Þ"Ü*ÀÛ>Ìi
`> °" ]>`Ì Ãi ÀÀwV«ÕLVvÀ>Ì>`ÛiÀÌÃiiÌÃ
on TV that basically told me if I ever had sex I would probably
`ivƂ -°``½Ì«À«iÀÞViÕÌÕÌ>vÌiÀ½`}À>`Õ>Ìi`
vÀ 1°  ÃÌ>ÀÌi` Ìi} Þ vÀi`Ã }À>`Õ>Þ >` ÃÌ v
Ì iÜiÀii]¼" °">Þ°½/ iÞÃÌÞÃ>`Ì iÞ``½ÌÜ
but that now that I’d told them they weren’t overly surprised
either. I lost a couple of friends but not many and I don’t lose
sleep over them. Then I came out to my mum and she was just
Ã«i>Ãi`½`w>ÞÌ` iÀ°- i½`ÜvÀÞi>ÀÃLÕÌ``½Ì
want to ask. I told my dad when he rang to tell me he was
getting married again. It was like we exchanged secrets.
SL: Back to today, sorry, I hope I'm not making you dizzy
with all this time travel. Time travel, there is a free idea for a
future book. Adam travels into the future and realizes he is

tracking himself for a murder.
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,/\  "6  > }` Ìi
i
ÌÀ>ÛiÃÌÀÞt ÕÌ½ÌÃÕÀi
i
my publishers would go
o
for that with Adam Tyler.
½ i>Ûi Ì Ì v> wVÌ
if anyone wants to write
that one. I don’t know if
there have been any pros
or cons yet. I certainly
haven’t been asked to
>««i>À  À>} ,>Vi
(but if you’re reading Ru,,
½ Ã Õ« vÀ Ì Ãt® 
À
i>`
i «
«À`i
À i
i>`
>` Ì i
À`i
À
`i
parade or anything. But then I wasn’t expecting anything like
that. I don’t think we really consider authors to be celebrities
anymore, if we ever did. I expected a bit of a negative backlash
from readers who might be shocked the main character in my
LÃÃ}>Þ°ƂvÌiÀ>]ÌÃ½Ì>ÀiÌi`>Ã>¼}>ÞÛi½>`
wondered if some people might not like it when they found
out. But in actual fact there hasn’t been any of that either. It has
been a pleasant surprise. I’ve even had very traditional married
guys (the sort of people I’m a bit wary of in the pub) come up to
me at events and tell me how much they loved the book. They
invariably start with, “My wife made me read this but I actually
really enjoyed it…” which I love.
SL: What is your process for writing? Drinks? Music?
Absolute Quiet?
RT: Whatever it takes to get myself to sit down and do it. That’s
the hardest part. I’m a terrible procrastinator. Once I’m sitting
at the desk it tends to go okay, most of the time. I tried drinking
and writing during my Hemingway phase but that didn’t work
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s are sold!

v ilable where book
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out for me. I always thought I’d written the most amazing
thing ever and then read it the next day and realised it was
gibberish. I sometimes do my editing to music but it has to be
ÃÌÀÕiÌ> q >ââ À >ÃÞ ÃÌi} ÃÌÕvv° -Õ`ÌÀ>VÃ ÜÀ
well too, but anything with lyrics gets stuck in my head and
then I can’t write.
SL: Has there been any discussion of making this series into
a TV mini-series? Who would you cast in the key roles.
RT: It’s out there in the crazy world of TV/Film submissions
somewhere. I have a TV agent but as far as I’m aware it hasn’t
sold yet. I think most of the people I would have cast as Tyler
are probably too old now. If it ever gets made I’m sure it will be
someone we’ve not even heard of yet.
SL: How personal do you want to get? Are you single or
attached?
,/\>] >°Ûi}iÌÌ}«iÀÃ>t½Ã}i>` >ÛiLii
for a while. I’m not one of those people who has to be in a
relationship to be happy but if the right person comes along…
well, I guess I’m open to offers lol.
SL: What's your favorite: Alcoholic Beverage? >À ÀÕ
and coke Car? No idea. I’ve never been interested in cars,
they’re just functional items to me. Movie? The City of Lost
Children. Artist? Van Gogh or Kandinsky Travel Destination?
San Fransisco or Gran Canaria (depending how classy/rich I’m
feeling) Comfort Food? Bangers and mash and onion gravy.
Karaoke Song? ½Ì,>Þ*>À>`i°Lazy Day Activity?
,i>`} 8i VÃ° 80's song? Anything by Belinda
Carlisle. Video Game?i}i`v<i`>]>Ì Õ} `½Ì >Ûi
a Nintendo atm so probably Final Fantasy.
SL: What is next for Russ? And what is next for Adam.
RT: Adam’s future is much more planned out than mine. I’m
writing book 3 at the moment. It involves a body found frozen
>>i>`Üiw>Þ}iÌÃi>ÃÜiÀÃ>LÕÌƂ`>½Ãv>Ì iÀ°
For me… I’d love to buy a house, get a dog, settle down a bit,
but ask me next week and I’ll probably say something different.

Equality Act Aims to Amend 1964 Civil Rights
Act Banning Discrimination Based on Sexual
Orientation and Gender Identity in Employment,
Housing, and Other Services
by Jonathan M. Huerta, Esq., Partner, KingSpry
ÀiViÌÞi>ÀÃ] /+³ƂiÀV>Ã >Ûi>`iÃ}wV>ÌÃÌi«ÃÌÜ>À`Ã
iµÕ>ÌÞ] ÃÌ Ì>LÞ  1Ìi` -Ì>ÌiÃ -Õ«Àii ÕÀÌ º- "/1-»®
cases, Obergefell and Bostock. However, the LGBTQ+ community still
relies upon a patchwork of laws, caselaw, executive orders, and local
ordinances for protections from discrimination in environments including
housing, credit, education, public spaces, and services. While there is still
work that needs to be done in terms of anti-discrimination protections,
the latest change of administration seems to be a sign of some progress.
Through executive orders, legislation, and even cabinet
nominations, President Joe Biden has put an emphasis on LGBTQ+
equality and protections. For example, President Biden nominated
Pete Buttigieg as his Transportation Secretary, making Buttigieg the
wÀÃÌ «iÞ }>Þ V>LiÌ iLiÀ VwÀi` LÞ Ì i 1°-° -i>Ìi LÞ
> nÈ£Î ÛÌi®° Ƃ``Ì>Þ] *ÀiÃ`iÌ `i >Ìi` À° ,>V i
Levine, former Health Secretary for Pennsylvania, as his Assistant
-iVÀiÌ>ÀÞ v i>Ì ] >} iÀ Ì i wÀÃÌ «iÞ ÌÀ>Ã}i`iÀ vi`iÀ>
vwV> Ì Li VwÀi` LÞ Ì i 1°-° -i>Ìi LÞ > ÛÌi v xÓ{n®°
President Biden signed multiple executive orders putting emphasis
on LGBTQ+ protections in areas such as employment, housing, and the
Ì>ÀÞ° -«iVwV>Þ] *ÀiÃ`iÌ `i½Ã ÝiVÕÌÛi "À`iÀ] º*ÀiÛiÌ} >`
L>Ì} ÃVÀ>Ì  Ì i >ÃÃ v i`iÀ `iÌÌÞ À -iÝÕ>
Orientation”, applies Bostock v. Clayton (2020), a recent case in which
Ì i- "/1- i``ÃVÀ>ÌL>Ãi`}i`iÀ`iÌÌÞ>`ÉÀÃiÝÕ>
orientation are sex-based discrimination, to other areas outside of Title VII.
/ Ã ÝiVÕÌÛi"À`iÀÌÞ>``ÀiÃÃiÃ`ÃVÀ>ÌÌ iÜÀ«>Vi
environment, but extends into other areas, such as healthcare and housing.
From the start of his campaign, President Biden pledged to extend
vi`iÀ> `ÃVÀ>Ì  /+ «ÀÌiVÌÃ LÞ «>ÃÃ} Ì i µÕ>ÌÞ
ƂVÌÜÌ  ÃwÀÃÌ£ää`>ÞÃvvwVi]>`iLÀÕ>ÀÞÓx]ÓäÓ£]Ì i1°-°
ÕÃiv,i«ÀiÃiÌ>ÌÛiÃ«>ÃÃi`Ì i µÕ>ÌÞƂVÌ°/ i µÕ>ÌÞƂVÌ>Ã
to amend the 1964 Civil Rights Act to include a ban on discrimination
based on sexual orientation and gender identity in employment,
housing, and other services, including public accommodations such as
restaurants, retail stores, and stadiums. This legislation would provide antidiscrimination protections on a national scale to all LGBTQ Americans,
including the 27 states that do not already have LGBTQ protections.
     7 i Ì i µÕ>ÌÞ ƂVÌ Ü>Ã LVi` LÞ Ì i -i>Ìi  Óä£] Ì i
implications of this new legislation would be different. In Bostock, the
- "/1- iÝÌi`i` i«ÞiÌ «ÀÌiVÌÃ vÀ ÃiÝ `ÃVÀ>Ì
under Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 to include discrimination
protections for sexual orientation or sexual identity in the workplace. The
µÕ>ÌÞƂVÌÜÕ`iÝ«VÌÞViiÌÌ iÃi`ÃVÀ>ÌÀÞ«ÀÌiVÌÃ
Ì >Ü] À>Ì iÀ Ì > i>Û} Ì Õ« Ì Ì i - "/1-½ ÌiÀ«ÀiÌ>Ì v Ì i
term “sex” under the Civil Rights Act. Additionally, the legislation states
that it overrides the Religious Freedom Restoration Act (“RFRA”), a
law passed in 1993 that sets a higher standard for the government to
uphold a law if an individual or entity claim it infringes on their religious
vÀii`°7 i,,ƂÜ>Ã`iii`ÕVÃÌÌÕÌ>LÞÌ i1Ìi`-Ì>Ìi
Supreme Court, it continues to be applied by the federal government
 ViÀÌ> VÀVÕÃÌ>ViÃ] >` Ì Ã iÜ i}Ã>Ì ÀÕÃ  `ÀiVÌ VyVÌ°
Similar to how a business is unable to refuse service for any other
legally barred reason, sexual orientation and gender identity would
>Ã Li VÃ`iÀi` > i}>ÞL>ÀÀi` Ài>Ã Õ`iÀ / i µÕ>ÌÞ ƂVÌ°
     ƂÃ vÀ *iÃÞÛ>>] ÕÀ ÃÌ>Ìi >ÜÃ ` Ì Ã«iVwV>Þ «À LÌ
discrimination based on sexual orientation or gender identity. However,
the Human Relations Act of 1955 was amended in 1972 to prohibit
discrimination because of sex, and in August 2018, the Pennsylvania
Human Relations Commission stated that discrimination against
LGBTQ+ people employment, housing, and public accommodations
are considered a form of sex discrimination. Additionally, about 40 of
Pennsylvania’s local governments have anti-discrimination protections
that prohibit discrimination based on sexual orientation or gender
identity in employment, housing, and public accommodations.
Currently, the bill is in the Senate where its fate is uncertain. While

Ì i ÕÃi «>ÃÃi` Ì i µÕ>ÌÞ ƂVÌ ÜÌ  Õ>ÕÃ ÃÕ««ÀÌ >}
Ì i iVÀ>ÌÃ >` i} Ì ,i«ÕLV> ÛÌiÃ] Ì i L ÃÌ ÀiµÕÀiÃ Èä
ÛÌiÃ Ì >Û` > wLÕÃÌiÀ i  Óä£ Ü i Ì i >ÀÌÞ i>`iÀ ÌV 
McConnell declined to present the proposed bill for a Senate vote. A
wLÕÃÌiÀÃ>ÃÌÀ>Ìi}ÞÕÃi`Ì i-i>ÌiÌÌÀÞÌLVÀ`i>Þ>VÌ
on a piece of legislation, in which a senator may endlessly debate
or introduce motions to prevent action on a bill. However, the Senate
V> LÞ«>ÃÃ > wLÕÃÌiÀ] LÞ ÛÌ} Ì i` > `iL>Ìi  > «À«Ãi`
legislation in order to vote on it. The Senate would need 60 votes, or
>ÎÉx>ÀÌÞ]ÌiÃÕÀiÌ i µÕ>ÌÞƂVÌV>iÃV>«i>wLÕÃÌiÀ>`Li
ÛÌi`]i>}Ì >Ì£ä,i«ÕLV>ÃÜÕ`ii`Ìy«Ì iÀÛÌi
order for the bill to be considered and presented to President Biden.
It is exciting and hopeful to see progress being made, but
nondiscrimination laws and protections are still needed. If passed,
this new legislation will be a landmark victory.
Jonathan Huerta (pictured left) is a partner with the
}-«ÀÞ >Ü wÀ] vVÕÃ} Ã «À>VÌVi  }iiÀ>
civil litigation and education law. He is the past
chair of the LGBTQ Business Council and a board
member for Cancer Support Network of the Lehigh
6>iÞ° i Ã Ì i <i Ó ÛiÀÀ >` > iLiÀ
of the GLBT Rights Committee for the Pennsylvania
>À ƂÃÃV>Ì° i i>Ài` Ã ÕÀÃ VÌÀ>Ìi >Ì
*iÃÞÛ>> -Ì>Ìi 1ÛiÀÃÌÞ] VÃ -V  v
Law.

KingSpry
Attorneys and Counselors at law

,JOH4QSZT-(#52GSJFOEMZMFHBMQSBDUJDF
JODMVEFTBEPQUJPOMBX BTTJTUFESFQSPEVDUJWF
UFDIOPMPHZMBX CVTJOFTTMBX DJWJMSJHIUTMBX 
DPOUSBDUMBX FEVDBUJPOMBX FNQMPZNFOUMBCPS
MBX FTUBUFTUSVTUTMBX GBNJMZMBX MBOEMPSEUFOBOU
MBX MJUJHBUJPO NVOJDJQBMMBX OBNFDIBOHFT 
OPOQSPĕUMBX QVCMJDĕOBODF BOESFBMFTUBUFMBX
King, Spry, Herman, Freund & Faul LLC
One West Broad Street Suite 700
Bethlehem, PA 18018
tXXXLJOHTQSZDPN
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Butterhead Kitchen Summer Recipes

T

iÃi ÃÕiÀ Ã>>`Ã >Ài Ài> VÀÜ` «i>ÃiÀÃt  / i i` -iÃ>i
Peanut Noodle Salad feeds a ton of people & The Caprese Salad Ring
is not only delicious but it makes a stunning centerpiece on your table,
Ü iÌ iÀÞÕ½Ài ÃÌ}>vÀ>`iÀ«>ÀÌÞÀ>viÃÌÛi«VVt}
for more recipes or cooking classes? Check out our website, Insta or FB.

by Jason Sizemore
buerheadkitchen.com
@buerheadkitchen

Chilled Sesame
Peanut Noodle Salad
(prep time: 20 minutes, cook time: follow pasta directions, serves: 8+)

Ingredients

TIP: If you aren’t going to
serve this immediately, save
steps 7-10 until right before
serving. If you make it too far
in advance, the peanut sauce
will absorb into the noodles
and it becomes a bit pasty.
If eating over a few days,
keep all ingredients separate,
and make a fresh serving
Ü iiÛiÀ ÞÕ Ü>Ì Ìt  7i
use about 5 Tbsp of sauce
per 1 cup of pasta.
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We use spaghetti
• 1 cup creamy peanut butter or nut
butter of choice
• 1 cup warm water
• ¼ cup rice vinegar
• ¼ cup Braggs Amino Acids or tamari
or soy sauce
• 2 Tbsp molasses or maple syrup
U«V vÀi`«i««iÀy>iÃÀ>LÌv
Sriracha sauce

• pinch of ground ginger
• 10 oz shredded red cabbage
• 12 oz Asian slaw blend (or create a
blend of white cabbage, celery, & carrots)
• 8 oz snow peas cut into thirds
• 1 Tbsp sesame seeds (we prefer black
because you can see them)
• Garnish: peanuts or almonds, sesame
seeds, fresh cilantro

Directions
• Follow the al dente directions on
your pasta box and cook the pasta
accordingly.
• Strain pasta and place in a large
bowl. Cover it with cool water, strain,
and repeat until the pasta is completely
cooled.
• If you don’t plan to use the pasta right
away, add a very tiny bit of oil (sesame is
ideal) and toss the pasta. This will keep
it from clumping.
• Prepare the peanut sauce by adding
these ingredients to a blender: peanut
butter, warm water, rice vinegar, Braggs
Amino Acids or tamari or soy sauce,
molasses or maple syrup, red pepper
y>iÃÀ>LÌv-ÀÀ>V >Ã>ÕVi>`
ground ginger. Set peanut sauce aside.

• Set aside a pinch of the shredded red
cabbage, Asian slaw blend & snow peas.
You’ll use these in the end as a garnish.
• Combine the pasta & remaining
shredded red cabbage, Asian slaw
blend & snow peas in a large bowl. Toss
together.
• Pour the peanut sauce over the pasta
and vegetables and toss until thoroughly
coated.
• Sprinkle the vegetables you placed
aside in step 6, the sesame seeds &
peanuts (or toppings of choice) on top
of the noodles.
• Top with fresh cilantro or serve on the
side for those who may not enjoy it.
• Serve immediately.

Visit buerheadkitchen.com for more yummy recipes!

Caprese Salad Ring
(prep time: 20 minutes, cook time: 0, serves: 4-6)

Ingredients
• 1 bunch fresh basil (pulled from
a live plant if possible) about 18
leaves are ideal
• 6 Campari tomatoes or summer
tomatoes of choice
• balsamic glaze
• salt
• pepper
• 3 balls of vegan mozzarella (about
8 oz) You can get our Butterhead

ÌV i6i}>ââ>Ài>>ÌÀiyÞ
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Public Market or contact us for an
order. In place of vegan mozzarella you can also use slices of fresh
avocado.
• Round plate or serving platter

Directions
• Rinse & dry basil, tomatoes &
rosemary.
• Slice tomatoes into ¼ inch slices
and pat each slice dry on a paper
towel. Set aside.
• Remove each mozzarella ball from
the brine and pat dry with a paper
towel. Slice each ball into 5 or 6
slices, making sure to have at least
£ÈÃViÃÜ iwÃ i`°
• Place a basil leaf at the top,
bottom, and each side of the
serving dish, no more than 10

inches across from each other (like a
compass…) This will help you space
out the rest of your ring.
• Layer 4 slices each of the
ââ>Ài>]Ì>Ì>`L>Ã]w}
in the spaces between each of the
basil leaves. You can tear the basil
leaves in half long ways, if you need
more.
• Sprinkle lightly with salt & pepper
just before serving & drizzle with
balsamic glaze.
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About:
Providing legal services to the LGBT community for over 25 years.
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of the challenges that face the LGBT community. He lives in the
Lehigh Valley with his husband and son.

Services Provided:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Community Spirits
Vodka on a mission
by Lenora Dannelke
Gay Pride bursts into full, rainbow-hued bloom
this month. Celebrate the season by shaking up
a salutary cocktail or three with one of Stoli®
Vodka’s Limited Edition products – “Harvey
Milk” and “Spirit of the Stonewall” – each
of which commemorates a seminal event in
LGBTQ history. The company, a long-standing
supporter of equality for the diverse community
both in America and abroad – appropriate since
the premium spirits are produced and bottled
>ÌÛ>q«ÀÛ`iÃw>V>ÃÕ««ÀÌÌ>>ÀÀ>Þ
of charitable causes and hosts such notable
events as the annual Stoli® Key West Cocktail
Classic, a wildly popular fund-raising (and funraising) touring bartender competition. The
company even boasts the employment of a
LGBTQ+ Global Ambassador, Patrik Gallineaux,
who “directly worked with all LGBTQ+
Limited Editions from conceptualization to
manifestation.”
The Stoli® Harvey Milk Limited Edition Bottle,
launched in 2018, commemorated the 40th
>ÛiÀÃ>ÀÞvÌ>}vwViÌ i >À`v
Supervisors in San Francisco in 1978. California’s
wÀÃÌ «iÞ }>Þ iiVÌi` vwV> Ü>Ã Ã Ì >`
i` ÌÞ>Ì >ÌÃ>iÞi>À°/ i«ÀwÌ
Harvey Milk Foundation, established in 2009,
continues the legacy of this activist who worked
to empower the LGBTQ community and every
marginalized sector of society to establish
equality and acceptance for all. The bottle label
features a design by acclaimed Paraguayan
illustrator and street artist Oz Montania, along
with Milk’s iconic quote: “Hope will never be
silent.”
Washington, D.C.-based visual artist and
muralist Lisa Marie Thalhammer was tapped to
create the Stoli® Spirit of the Stonewall Limited
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Edition label, a tribute to the 50th anniversary
of the Stonewall Uprising in New York City. The
energetic design incorporates a high-heel shoe
in acknowledgement of transgender activists,
protest signs, and Thalhammer’s signature
13-color broad-spectrum rainbow. This specialrelease spirit helps support the charitable
Stonewall Inn Gives Back Initiative. So drink up,
}ÛiL>V]>`Li«ÀÕ`t
For more info, visit stoli.com.

HERBAL HARVEY
Fresh rosemary puts a summery spin on the legendary Harvey Wallbanger cocktail, a vintage
quaff that instantly elevates any at-home brunch. To release a cloud of aroma, give the sprig
of rosemary a good smack. Yes, spank it, but just once, by placing the rosemary in one palm
and slapping it with the other hand -- a process that releases fragrant essential oils. (Bruising
or muddling the leaves results in an infusion of bitter-tasting chlorophyll.) For the OJ, hand
squeezed is always best. But you already know that, sister.
1 1/2 ounces Stoli® Premium Vodka (preferably Spirit of Stonewall or Harvey Milk limited
edition)
4 ounces fresh orange juice
1/2 ounce Galliano Autentico liqueur
1 sprig fresh rosemary, slapped
Pour vodka and orange juice into a collins glass with plentiful ice cubes and give it a quick
ÃÌÀ°-ÜÞ«ÕÀÌ iµÕiÕÀÛiÀÌ iL>Vv>L>ÀÃ«Ìy>ÌÌ«vÌ i`À°/ÕV
rosemary sprig along the inside of the glass and enjoy immediately. Serves 1.

Photos contributed by
HBO Max
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genera+ion

Zelda & Daniel Barnz discuss creating

for HBO Max

Stephen Libby: Congratulations on creating one of my favorite new
shows, Genera+tion! I sincerely think it crazy how well written and
supremely acted it is. Zelda how did you approach your dad with the
KFGCCPFYJGPFKFKVEQOGCDQWV!&CPKGNJQYFKF[QWTGURQPFCVƂTUV!
There are some really sexually explicit situations. Was there anything you
thought wouldn't make it to air?
Zelda Barnz\/ >ÞÕÃÕV -Ìi« it7iÀi>Þ>««ÀiV>Ìi>ÞÕÀ`
ÜÀ`Ã]Ìi>Ã>ÌÌÕÃtV>iÕÌ>viÜÌ Ã>vÌiÀÞLÀÌ iÀ]Ü i
 Ü>Ã wvÌii°  7Ì  Þ V} ÕÌ] Üi Ài>âi` Ì >Ì iÛiÀÞ Ã}i «iÀÃ 
our immediate family was queer, and we began having all these dinner table
conversations about identity and sexuality and the generational difference in
perspective when it came to these topics. We started talking about how in Gen
<VÕÌÕÀi]`Ã`½ÌiÌLi«}i i`Ì iºV»>ÀV iÌÞ«iÃ>ÃÌ i
class president and they can be openly queer, and the loudest person in the
room is just as contemplative and thoughtful as the kid writing poetry at the
back of the class. I began thinking more and more about how I’d never seen
that sentiment represented in high school media. Initially, I wanted to write a
book that represented my generation authentically. I’d never written a script
before, and I had no idea how to go about conceiving of a television show or
putting together a season arc. When I started talking about this idea with my
dad, he said he could teach me how to craft a script if that was something I was
ÌiÀiÃÌi`°i i«i`iw}ÕÀiÕÌ ÜÌÌiÌ iÃiÃÌÀiÃ>Ü>ÞÌ >Ì
made sense for television, and we began collaborating.
Daniel Barnz\7 i<i`>wÀÃÌÃÌ>ÀÌi`Ì>}>LÕÌÌ iV >À>VÌiÀÃ>`ÃÌÀiÃ
in her school’s Rainbow Alliance, I found myself both laughing hard and very
touched at the same time. We arrived at the idea of turning it into a TV show
together, but mostly I saw it as an incredible opportunity to spend time with
my daughter teaching her about something I love doing. I didn’t really think it
would actually end up on air, just because the odds are so against any TV show
getting made – let alone one that revolves around queer teens of color.
As the project kept moving forward, our conversations kept getting more
>`ÀivÀ>°<i`>Ài>âi`vÀÌ iÃÌ>ÀÌÌ >ÌÀ`iÀvÀÌ iÃ ÜÌÜÀ
>Ã > >ÕÌ iÌV] Ã`iÕÌ  >Ì i <] Ã i ÜÕ` >Ûi Ì Li V«iÌiÞ
candid. And I started to realize that this was making our real-life fatherdaughter relationship even more open and honest, which I didn’t anticipate
but felt so grateful for. But yes, at the same time, some of those conversations
>`ii`iwÌiÞLÕÃ t
What has been exciting about working with HBO Max is that they’ve always
encouraged us to be as frank and real as possible – they’ve never wanted us to
feel censored or restricted. So no, I haven’t worried about what we can’t put on
the air, we’ve only ever tried to make sure that all of it feels real and grounded
and never gratuitous.
SL: I love all the characters and how real it feels. Zelda, was it your
experience that students today are really standing up for themselves and
QVJGTUTGIGPFGTKFGPVKV[RTQPQWPUCPFUGZWCNƃWKFKV[!&CPKGNJQYFQGU
this differ from when you were in high school?
ZB\Ì½Ã`iwÌiÞLiiÞiÝ«iÀiViÌ >Ì`Ã>Ài}iiÀ>ÞÌÀi`}ÌÜ>À`
acceptance of the LGBTQ+ community. I witnessed a lot more misgendering
and deadnaming coming from teachers and faculty than I ever did from
students - even my straight cisgender friends were always very respectful
of peers’ pronouns, but teachers often got very defensive when they would
misgender someone and students would correct them.
DB: There were no out kids in my high school, and I don’t remember any
high school shows that had queer characters when I was growing up. It was
all just one big shameful secretive thing. One of the great joys of working
Ì ÃÃ ÜÃÃii}>Ì iÃiµÕiiÀi<«i«iÜ >Ài«i]L`>`
unafraid to identify in so many different ways across the gender and sexuality
spectrums. To write for these characters is a privilege – and there’s a bit of wish
vÕwiÌ >Ã Üi\  ÜÕ` >Ûi Ûi` Ì >Ûi }i Ì }  ÃV  ÜÌ  >
these incredible people.

SL: Which characters are closest to each of you and why?
ZB\Ì ½«ÀL>LÞVÃiÃÌÌiÌ iÀ,iÞÀ i> °½Ì>ÃV>Ã,iÞ
is, but I can really relate to some of the mental health issues she struggles with
and I think the way her passion for photography manifests is similar to my own
«>ÃÃvÀÜÀÌ}° i> ÕÃÌV>ÀiÃÃÕV >LÕÌiÛiÀÞÌ }>`iÛiÀÞi]
she’s worried she won’t have the time to accomplish everything she wants to,
she cares a lot about social justice and her friends and school and she can
iÛiÀw}ÕÀiÕÌÜ >ÌÌ«ÀÀÌâi]>`Ì ½ÛiÀÞÃ>ÀÌ iÀÌ >ÌÜ>Þ°
DB: I feel there’s a part of me in every one of these characters, in different ways.
I often think the things Chester says, and wish I had his courage to say them
out loud. I feel so connected to Greta’s yearning, and probably went through a
lot of my life crushing on the cool people. I share Riley’s anxiety and alienation,
>Ì >½Ã`iÃÀiÌÛi>`LiÛi`LÞ Ã«>ÀiÌÃ] i> ½Ãii`Ì>i
the world a more just place, Naomi’s love of her friend’s, Arianna’s desire to
be seen. And I even share a little bit with Megan – not her beliefs or values,
obviously – but her love for her children, and the unsettled feeling knowing
your kids are growing up and about to leave the home. If only I could pull off
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Genera+ion Cast includes: Justice Smith,Nathanya Alexander, Chloe East, Haley Sanchez,
Lukita Maxwell, Uly Schlesinger, Chase Sui Wonders, Nathan Stewart-Jarrett
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by Diana Jimenez
Located in the Pocono Mountains, the historical
Rainbow Mountain Resort has served as a blissful
getaway spot for the LGBTQ community and friends
since 1981. Our guests regularly return for our sparkling
pool, vibrant club, beautiful trails, and picturesque hotel.
Situated on 26 acres of Pennsylvania at its best, the
Rainbow Mountain Resort has always strived to maintain
a tolerant, fun, and unique atmosphere for every kind
of person, from every walk of life. For four decades, we
have been celebrated the world over for our boisterous
Halloween parties, unforgettable drag shows, hysterical
karaoke nights, and impeccable hospitality.
Now let’s take a look at how the Rainbow Mountain
Resort got here. In 1829, Antoine Dutot opened the
ÌÌ>ÌÞ Ìi] «>Ì} > y>}  Ü >Ì ÜÕ` Vi
to be known as the Poconos, one of the most popular
tourist areas in the northeastern United States. Mr.
Dutot could not have picked a better location, as the
Pocono Mountains are nothing short of paradise,
regardless of season. In the summer, there’s swimming,
hiking, and boating. In the winter, the mountains offer
a premier selection of slopes for all of your skiing and
snowboarding needs.
Our story begins in 1902. This is when building that
now houses the Rainbow Mountain Resort was erected.
Truck Stop and Lodge was built Pennsylvania tough, on
top of one solid rock, and it stands to this day. You can
still visit and sleep in the old lodge building to get your
share of Poconos history. Fast forward to 1920, this is
when the Lodge took the name of North View Lodge
LiV>ÕÃi]Ü `iÃ½ÌÛi>ÀÌ ÛiÜt£Î£]>vÌiÀ
years of success as an idyllic getaway, the North View saw
wÌ Ì LÕ` Ì i ÜÀ`½Ã >À}iÃÌ >LÛi}ÀÕ` VVÀiÌi
pool. They really don’t make them like this anymore. To
this date, our pool continues to be one of our biggest
attractions during the summer months.
For seventy years the popularity of the Poconos
increased, and it became the hot spot for visitors from
Philadelphia and New York City. By 1963, Life magazine
called the area the “honeymoon capital of the world.”
It was around this time in 1951 when our resort was
renamed Sky-Hi Lodge. Thanks to the huge pool and
easy access to recreational activities, the place was a
hit, all while the popularity of the Poconos exploded,
thanks to the introduction of water sports, skiing, and
shopping.
In 1981, the Sky-Hi Lodge was renamed Rainbow
Mountain Resort, the mission, to become a haven for
the underserved gay and lesbian community. The resort
immediately cultivated a loyal following, as it was
resolutely committed to good times, good friends, and
perfect hospitality.

Sadly, the 90’s and aughts brought decline to the
Poconos, as some resorts closed, and others failed to
upgrade. Through the many challenges of this era, the
Rainbow Mountain Resort stayed strong, relying on its
expansive web of friends, allies, partners, and beautiful
clientele to maintain its commitment to superlative
hospitality.
As they say, it’s always darkest before the light, and
in recent years the area has seen an explosion of growth
and activity, thanks to the migration of Brooklynites and
a new wave of international visitors who have discovered
this hidden gem. These new faces can’t get enough of
our fresh air and endless attractions and we welcome
Ì i>t
The modern Rainbow Mountain Resort wants to
honor its beautiful and complicated past, by establishing
ourselves as a continuing source of inspiration and
safety in the modern world. During the AIDS epidemic,
Rainbow Mountain raised money for FACT (Fighting
AIDS Continuously Together) through a series of worldrenowned live events. This dynamic commitment to
activism (and fun) remains with us through new challenges
like the Covid-19 pandemic, which started in early 2020.
When gay marriage was made legal in 2015, we
saw that as a major milestone, and proof that hard
work, determination, and commitment to change can
accomplish anything. We here at the Rainbow Mountain
,iÃÀÌ Ü>Ì Ì ii« Ì >Ì Ã«ÀÌ >Ûi LÞ w`} iÜ]
effective, and dynamic ways to serve our community.
In 2019, we established the Community Care Initiative,
which donates a percentage of our resort bookings to
organizations supporting LGTBQ causes. In 2020, we
Ã«ÃÀi` >` ÃÌi` Ì i wÀÃÌ >Õ> *V *, 
Community Day, an entertaining event that shared
resources with the Poconos’ LGBTQ community. Drag
Race competitions, Party Under the Stars, Pride on The
Mountain, and Dive-In Movie Nights are just some of the
many events we have hosted while reinventing ourselves
as a source of modern fun and relaxation. Across the
decades, people have gathered here to connect with
nature, make new friendships, and build community. We
Ü>ÌÌ ÃÌVÌÕit
Reinvent, resurrect, rebuild, and relive – that’s our
motto – and as we approach our 40th anniversary,
what better way to honor the past than by designing
the future? The Rainbow Mountain Resort has been a
longstanding anchor in the LGBTQ community, and
we are committed to keeping it that way to create a
bright present and future by honoring our past. We will
continue to foster an environment built on diversity, and
to establish a home away from home where our guests
are at the center of the next chapter in our history.
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The Woods Camping Resort Updates
A Conversation with Pat Gremling
Stephen Libby: Covid has been very challenging for most
businesses and some unfortunately have not survived the
pandemic. How did The Woods respond to Covid over the
past year?
Pat Gremling: It sucks to see businesses close because of Covid.
It was one of those things that nobody saw coming and every
business freaked out and had hardly any time to prepare anything
to deal with it. I did see some pretty impressive pivots made by
ÃiLÕÃiÃÃiÃÌii«>y>Ìq>ÃÕÀÛÛ>ÛivÀÌ iÃiÛiÃ
and their employees. There are some real creative thinkers out
there. They’ll come through this on top. The Woods Camping
Resort had several advantages. First, because we’re seasonal,
we had a few months to coordinate changes. Second, camping
is an outdoor activity which is a much safer environment. In fact,
ÌÜ>ÃivÌ iwÀÃÌLÕÃiÃÃV>Ìi}ÀiÃ>««ÀÛi`ÌÀi«iLÞ
the governor. The Woods is large – stretched out over 161 acres.
Camping guests had the choice to safely stay put and continue
to quarantine at their campsite
even though there were hundreds
of others at the resort. We made
it easy for them to “participate”
LÞLÀ>`V>ÃÌ}ÕÀ ½ÃÛiÀ
radio throughout the property.
And last season, we launched “LOL
Radio” which is a free, commercial
free continuous streaming dance
music channel available for
download. We’ve had a bunch of
people tell us “LOL Radio” has kept
them sane during the long break
ÛiÀ Ì i ÜÌiÀt Ì½Ã > Õ«Li>Ì >`
offers an easy escape to better times
getting drunk and dancing in the
VÕLt >V Ì ÞÕÀ µÕiÃÌo / i
Woods also had to do what all other
businesses did. Implement safety
precautions throughout the campus.
Signage was everywhere reminding
people that even though they were
on a “vacation” rules were in place.
We recorded announcements that
were played every 30 minutes. It
was hilarious to see some regulars
even choreographed a routine to my
>ÕViiÌ >> y} Ì >ÌÌi`>Ì
Ã>viÌÞ `À ÃÌÞit 7i Ài` Ài
security who strictly enforced the mask
wearing rule in places where social
separation wasn’t possible. I saw a lot
of people raise their mask only until
security turned around - acting like a 4 year old trying to get
away with shit behind their parents back. Funny until we kicked them
vvÌ i`>ViyÀvÀ}À}Ì iÀÕiÃÛiÀ>`ÛiÀ° ÞiiV>t
SL: How did the campers react to the safety precautions
you've had in place?
PG: It was mixed and it was based on how serious they were taking
the virus. Some were super appreciative how we were enforcing
things. They recognized how bad it must have sucked for our staff
to work twice as hard to run things with a “business as usual”
persona. Meanwhile, behind the curtain we were really holding
the weight of responsibility of keeping a few thousand people safe
each week. Others were holding a “Who cares if I get it? I’m young
>` i>Ì Þ>`½Ì}>`it»>ÌÌÌÕ`i°/ i«ÀLiÜ>Ã
that nobody knew anything for sure. But we had to be responsible
and enforce our Covid rules. Many were surprised we did that. But
they weren’t thinking of The Woods as their home for the weekend.
They saw a relaxed party environment free for all. Seemingly
different than the other places they usually recreate. But those
places were closed last summer. When they got tapped on the
shoulder for not wearing their mask in the pool (yes we required
mask wearing in our pool, even if they weren’t wearing anything
else), then they realized we were serious, and they had to be as well.
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SL: How will things change this season?
PG\ƂÌwÀÃÌ]ÕÀ«>ÃÌÌV >}i°7iÜÀi«i>ÌiÛiÀÞÌ }
we implemented last season. But obviously, people are now
getting vaccinated and several will be fully vaccinated by the time
we open. But several won’t. So what do you do with that? There’s
no chip being implanted in the neck of fully vaccinated people.
 Ì Ãi vÃ iÝ«iVÌ ÕÃ Ì }Ûi Ì i > LÀi> ÜÌ  >Ã ÀÕiÃ
>` ÃV> Ãi«>À>Ì¶ "Vi Ì >Ì >««iÃ] Ì i Ã Ü v>Ãwi`
`VÕiÌÃ°Ì½LiiL>VÌ i`>Þ}iÌÌ}>v>i Ì}iÌÌ
L>ÀÃt>ÃÌÃi>ÃÜi«ÀÛi`ÜiV>ÃÌ >ÛivÕ>`ÃÌ>ÞÃ>vi>Ì
Ì iÃ>iÌi°7i½ii«>iÞiÌ i
>` Üi>Ì 
of PA guidelines and make decisions as info becomes available.
By the time this interview is published, maybe half the stuff I wrote
won’t even be applicable any more. But some good things came
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adapted a lot of our events and learned we can do some really fun
new stuff which we will be repeating –
Û`ÀÌt/ i>`iÃvi } ÌÃ
w
what
we call our extremely talented drag
q
queens
at The Woods. Last season, they
as
asked
if they could organize a traveling
d
drag
show. The queens used our big
H
Heyy-Ride
wagon and performed a
t
traveling
show on the camp roads. It
m
made
the stage “open air” and spread
 Ì i VÀÜ`t Ì Ü>Ã > Õ}i ÃÕVViÃÃ
ÕÌ
a
and
will become a regular event
m
moving
forward. Another example is
ÕÀ7`Ã>i«>ÀÌÞ°7i«ÕÌ> 
t dock of our lake and camp guests
the
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dinghies – whatever they had that
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to do this several times this season.
SL: What do you think things will
look like post-covid?
PG: It’s going to be tough to just drop
everything we have made SOP over
Ì i«>ÃÌÞi>À° ÛiÀÌÀÞ`ÀÛ}ÞÕÀV>À
without your seat belt? Feels weird.
Handshakes will be like that. Leaving
the house without checking your
pockets for a mask. And going to a
counter without a window separating
you from the employee. People have
learned how to do things differently,
but they’ve also learned about new
Ì }Ã° >«} >ÃLii> Õ}iLiiwV>ÀÞv>ºÃÌ>Þ
cation” trend. Not only couldn’t we travel like we used to (overseas
or on a cruise ship or even state to state in some cases), so we
researched new stuff. Our favorite bars, restaurants and even
beaches were closing or had heavy restrictions. But camping came
up over and over as an allowed, safe activity. People learned that
tents and campers were no longer the mildewy junk our parents
had back in the 80’s. They were stylish and equipped with all kinds
v ÌiV t Ƃ` «ÀÛ>Ìi «>ÀÃ i / i 7`Ã ÜiÀi 6 ,9 `vviÀiÌ
than the state parks our parents took us to. RV dealers are selling
everything off their lots. Private camper sales went through the
Àv° >«}ÀÕ`ÃÜiÀiÃi}ÕÌiÛiÀÞÃÌit-ÜÀ}vÀ
home was possible by working from camp so weekdays were also
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as hot water in the showers. And this is not going to end now
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read about this industry is saying this is at least a 5 year trend. We
welcome that challenge and are doing even more reinvestment in
our facility to absorb that increased demand. We’re buckling up
for a busier-than-ever season and feel well prepared. I get excited
for this time of year like my “kids” are coming home for the
summer. Their anticipation has been building for 6 months – I see
it everyday on their social media posts. The entire Woods team
will gladly take on the responsibility to make the term “Happy
>«iÀ» > Ài>ÌÞ vÀ ÕÀ ÀiÃÀÌ }ÕiÃÌÃt -ii ÞÕ >Ì Ì i «t
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