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Editor’s Note
Happy 2020 and welcome to the
spring issue! Will everyone reading this
please make me a promise to register to
vote?
You can do whatever you want after
that. Just please register to vote. Well, and
of course, show up to vote. On the right
day. At your voting place. So the whole act
does require some planning. Not much,
but I know you, so... maybe do some
research and circle it on your calendar or
Stephen Libby
Editor-in-Chief
set an alarm, and don't get distracted by
sex. That is the one thing that seems to
screw up your best laid plans. Pun intended. You could be on your way to
visit your dying grandmother in the hospital and if the Uber driver asked,
you'd be in the front seat with your face in his crotch. Grandma died but you
got a facial. Ugh! You're a mess!
Anyway, to recap: register to vote and know your voting place. Usually a
school or a church. Not a bar. Never a bar. Or a bathhouse. There is a distinct
possibility that this may have been the case in the 70's, but not today. And
definitely not this coming November. So don't let some hot Republican (they
do exist and they're sneaky) lead you astray and try to get you to pull his
lever in a bath house and make you believe you just voted for Buttigieg. You
know what? Screw it. I'm an enabler. Let's hit the bathhouse, I'll pick you up
in 5.
I would like to thank our lovely and talented contributors for sharing
their thought-provoking articles. Liz Bradbury shines a spotlight on Edie
Windsor, Corinne Goodwin discusses What's in a Name, Rev. Beth Goudy
interviews MCC's Brian Jones, and Len Dannelke shares the story of Boos
Rock. We also check in with The Woods Campground & Rainbow Mountain.
Liz Hunt reports whats new with The LGBTQ Business Council while Bill
& Will share what's new at Civic Theater. Colton Hallabuk shares his story
while DJ Brad discusses his upcoming gig at Visions. Coverboy Rep. Brian
Sims talks about representing LGBT people while Belinda Davids talks
about entertaining LGBT people while honoring Whitney Houston. Joey
Amato explains how Palm Springs gives you wings. Dorota Gasienica-Kozak
offers an article on Surrogacy & Adoption and we look at the remastering of
With Love by Doris Day. We round out this issue with author Peter Kispert,
violinist Edmund Bagnell, Addicted Underwear, multi-hyphonite Charles
Sanchez and Cecilio Asuncion.
Let me know what you did and did not...nope, just let me know what you
did enjoy in this issue.
Love each other!

Contact us at lvgayjournal@gmail.com, or
Gaugler-Libby, LLC
PO Box 421
Stockertown, PA 18083
Like us on Facebook and visit our website:
thegayjournal.net
The opinions and views expressed by our contributors are not necessarily
that of The Gay Journal, Gaugler-Libby, LLC or our advertisers.

Contributors
Lenora Dannelke is an independent journalist who covers food, travel or
anything fun. She lives in Old Allentown and loves a good Bloody Mary. She
is owned by a 12-year-old rescued boxer named Scoobie. Look for her most
Saturday afternoons at the Allentown Farmer’s Market.
Colton Hallabuck was born and raised in the rural area of Towanda,
Pennsylvania. In June of 2015, Colton was accepted into the Olympus Fellows
Program in the medical device business, where he completed rotations in
sales operations, communication and marketing departments. Now, Colton
serves as Olympus’ Associate Manager of Marketing Communication and
Content Strategy.
Corinne Goodwin serves as the Webmaster and social coordinator for
Lehigh Valley Transgender Renaissance, a support group for transgender
individuals that serves the Lehigh Valley and surrounding counties. After
serving in executive capacities for Fortune 50 companies she started her own
consulting firm in 2010. If you see her out and about be sure to say hello!
Beth Goudy and Carol Stevens were religiously married in 2007 and legally
married in 2009 in Beth’s home state of Iowa. They love movies, cooking
and being spiritual nerds. Beth pastors Metropolitan Community Church of
the Lehigh Valley. Carol is an OBGYN nurse at St. Luke’s University Health
Network and is a certified Faith Community Nurse.
Jason Leonhard is three toddlers in a trench coat — please don't tell anyone.
After earning his BA in music composition and media & communications
from Muhlenberg College in 2018, he moved to Boston and currently works
as Marketing & Communications Manager for Urbanity Dance. In his free
time he writes music, performs stand up comedy, and dreads grad school.
Liz Bradbury is the Director of the Training Institute of the BradburySullivan LGBT Community Center and has been an activist since she ran
an LGBT committee in grad school in 1979. She’s written over 400 published
articles on LGBT issues, and is the national award winning author of the
lesbian detective novels: The Maggie Gale Mysteries.
Elizabeth Hunt is a mortgage loan officer for Supreme Lending based out
of Allentown, PA. She has been a board member for the LQBTQ business
council for 7 years and also is a member of the Allentown Environmental
Advisory Council. In her spare time she enjoys adventuring to the far ends
of the earth and exploring her own backyard with her dog Sydney and two
cats Ronnie & Bear.
Joey Amato is the publisher of Pride Journeys, a website dedicated to
LGBTQ travel. Joey has spent over a decade in LGBTQ media and public
relations and currently resides in Indianapolis, Indiana. He can be reached
at joey@pridejourneys.com

When Gary Gaugler, Jr isn’t saving the world at his office job, he enjoys
writing his book series and playing video games. His passions include cats,
shenanigans, and weekend cocktails (though perhaps not in that order). He
resides in Allentown with his husband, Steve.
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Only Edie Windsor
Could Have Brought Us Marriage Equality
by Liz Bradbury

I

hope you already know that Edie Windsor

(Because of federal tax law, if Edie had inherited

Garrison LLP. Robbie Kaplan took the case on

is a key figure in LGBTQ history and in

below that amount she would not have had to pay

and later recalled: “When I heard her story, it

particular that she was the petitioner in

any federal tax) (BTW Trump has totally cut this

took me about five seconds, maybe less, to agree

United States v. Windsor - the federal marriage

tax out, so that no matter how many billions a

to represent her”.

equality Supreme Court case that granted the first

stranger inherits from another stranger they now

federal marriage equality rights. But also know

pay no tax - ending an important revenue stream

that if it weren’t for Edie Windsor and her 46 year

- those are the kind of taxes Trump cuts, taxes

relationship with her beloved partner and spouse

that only affect the very, very rich….But I digress.)

Thea Spyer, same-gender couples probably would

The point is that only someone who had inherited

not be able to marry today, and not for a long time

over 3.5 million dollars could have brought this

into the future.

case. And Edie did.

Are you wondering…If Edie Windsor hadn’t
filed the suit, some other Gay person could have
done it instead, right? Well, no…
Edie and Thea met and fell wildly in love in
the 1960s, and lived together for 46 years until
Thea’s death from complications of Multiple
Sclerosis and heart disease, in 2009. In 2007 they
were told that Thea had only about a year
to live. Thea bravely said to Edie, “Do you
still want to get married?” And Edie said
“Yes!” But in 2007, the only place in the
world where a same-gender couple could
get legally married if they were not residents
there, was Canada. So Edie and Thea flew
to Canada. It wasn’t easy. Thea had been
using a wheelchair for years. She was very
fragile. They had to have medical support.
But they made it to Toronto where Canada’s
first openly gay judge, Justice Harvey
Brownstone, officiated. Thea even stood
for the ceremony. And they were legally
married.
Thea

died

in

2009,

the case. Edie asked several advocacy groups,
including Lambda Legal and the Human Rights

Here’s why:

When

• She had to find a lawyer who would take

Edie

inherited Thea’s half of their assets. Edie
immediately had to pay $350,000+ in
federal inheritance tax. Edie was able to
sue the federal government under the equal
access section of the Fifth Amendment in
the US Constitution because she had these
circumstances:
• She had been legally married to Thea in
Canada.
• Her spouse had died.
• She inherited over 3.5 million dollars
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Campaign to represent her, but even though she
was the perfect plaintiff, none of those National
LGBT groups would take the case. Finally, she
was referred to Roberta Kaplan, a partner at the
law firm of Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton &

• And finally, a person suing the United States for
minority rights has to be brave. Edie Windsor was
the poster child for bravery!

A

nd she and her lawyers won. Edie’s case
was only about federal marriage rights,
not states’ rights. But when Edie’s case

was decided on June 26, 2013, any same-sex
couples who lived in or traveled to a marriage
equality state and legally married there, would
then be entitled to a variety of federal marriage
rights. Trish and I had married in Connecticut
in 2009, when it became the second state to
pass marriage, and the first where you could get
married whether or not you resided there. We
also created a step by step set of instructions
for Pennsylvania couples to travel to Darien
CT, the closest place to get a license and
legally marry in one day. Soon a parade of
Pennsylvania same-sex couples trooped
to CT for legal marriage ceremonies. After
Edie’s case was decided in favor of rights,
every legally married same-gender couple,
no matter what state they lived in was
entitled to significant federal benefits, like
pension benefits, filing joint tax returns,
spousal immunity, immigration…And that
was all thanks to Edie.
Further, because the US v. Windsor
ruling found that marriage was a human
right, that ruling bolstered the 2015
Obergefell v Hodges Supreme Court ruling
that found that same-gender marriage had
to be performed and recognized in every US
state.
Both those rulings were 5 to 4 in the
Supreme Court. Now, because of the far
right appointments by Trump, the SCOTUS
is less likely to have progressive and fair
rulings. So, thanks Edie Windsor for having
the moxie to move ahead when she did.
If she hadn’t, it’s unlikely we would have
marriage today.

THe Wild side of Edie WInsor
St. Martin’s Press (2019). Favorite Books of 2019 (NPR), 10 LGBTQ memoirs to read for National Memoir Writing
Month (NBC OUT), 11 Memoirs to Read This Fall (Buzzfeed), The 20 Best LGBTQ Books of 2019 (Harper’s
Bazaar) 13 Books by LGBTQ Writers to Read This Fall (Rewire)

E

die Windsor’s autobiography “A Wild and Precious Life: A Memoir, is
not about her herculean and successful efforts to sue the United States
Government to ultimately bring the LGBT community marriage
equality. It’s about her extraordinary and totally wild life as an out Lesbian in
New York from the 1950s into this century and the atmosphere surrounding her
at every turn. This memoir shows the real person behind the image of the icon.
It celebrates her self-confidence, her work ethic, her brilliant mathematical
mind, her sexual boldness, her style, and her identity as a Lesbian, as an activist,
and as a committed lover to her beloved partner and spouse, Thea. Read this
fascinating memoir and you might find yourself considering a relationship with
an 88 year old.
This fierce woman, was never hindered by self-loathing, though she came out
in the 1940s at a time when LGBT people were put in jail and mental institutions.
She never hesitated to proudly proclaim she was a Lesbian even in her imaginary
conversations with Judy Garland when she was coming out to herself. “Guess
what Judy, I’m a Lesbian.”
Edie had already had sexual experiences with women when she gave in to
family and societal pressure and married Saul Weiner, in 1951. Edie was 22 and
still living with her parents in Philadelphia. Saul was a nice guy who was Edie’s
brother Blackie’s best friend. Edie didn’t want to be Edie Weiner, so she asked
Saul if they could change their names to Windsor.
After 6 months of marriage and discontent, Edie recalled a party where
she’d admitted to another Lesbian that she had had “homosexual relations on
occasion”. It suddenly struck her that being married would keep her from any
more of those experiences in the future, Edie wrote in her memoir, “I knew I

didn’t want those dalliances to be “on occasion”. I wanted them every night, and
preferably with as many different women as possible. “I could no longer keep
up the charade. The core of my identity, my natural biological instinct, wasn’t
going to change. And once I arrived at that conclusion I experienced the same
gratifying sense of precision that I felt whenever I solved a math equation.”
Edie’s account of her amazingly honest and potentially dangerous confession
to Saul goes on…”Late one night in bed (with Saul) after another one of his
gallant attempts at pleasing me.” Edie told him when he finally gave up, “I think
you’re the most attractive man in the world,”… “But I’m attracted to women.”
Within a couple of months of leaving Saul, Edie had moved to New York City,
where she could work on her plan to have “homosexual relations” every night,
and preferably with as many different women as possible.
She was charming, personable, attractive, and very smart. She was a brilliant
groundbreaking mathematician. Family members had hired her to do the books
and manage payroll when her age still figured in single digits. She skipped two
years in school. She got advanced degrees, and worked with the early UNIVAC
computers in graduate school. She was hired by IBM when it was just starting.
She was part of a ten person IBM development think tank team, rapidly moving
up the executive ladder to a large office with secretary and a good salary. After
work she earned a reputation as a “heartbreaker,” dating and having lots of sex
with women she met in Lesbian bars in Greenwich Village.
In 1963 Edie met psychologist Thea Spyer and within two years they were
in a committed relationship that ended 46 years later with Thea’s death in 2009.
Though Thea was diagnosed with MS in the late 1970s, they continued to work,
travel, and celebrate life. But something else happened as they navigated life
together. While they were on vacation in 1969, the LGBT civil rights revolution
began with the Stonewall riots. Edie and Thea returned to NYC and felt the
change. They began their ever expanding career as activists and philanthropists,
which included being some of the first contributors to NY’s LGBT Center, and
supporting the advocacy organization for older LGBT adults, SAGE.
All the while they had a continuously hot sexy relationship. Even when Thea
was using a wheelchair, they would tell their friends “don’t call us Tuesday between
4pm and 6pm because we have a sex date”. Friends and family commented that
even 30 years into their relationship and with Thea in a wheelchair, they were
sexy and sensual - with Thea leaving little notes around the house; “Roses are
red, violets are blue, bring on the toys for me and for you.”
A few years after Thea’s death Edie began to date again. She met Judith KasenWindsor and fell in love. They married in 2016, but in less than a year Edie died
unexpectedly at the age of 88. Judith says that Edie was the love of her life.
Edie had been working on her memoir with author Joshua Lyon when she
died. Lyon has done an excellent job using Edie’s copious notes and extensive
interviews with Edie’s friends and family to finish it.
Kasen-Windsor, who also worked on the production of the book, has
been traveling to various venues to talk about it and Edie’s life. I’m working
with Judith to arrange a date for her to come to Bradbury-Sullivan Center in
the Fall of 2020, to talk about Edie’s story. In the next issue of Gay Journal, I’ll
be interviewing Judith Kasen-Windsor about her life with Edie.
Meanwhile: Here’s some advice from Edie Windsor about marriage:
“Marriage is a magic word. And it is magic throughout the world. It has to do
with our dignity as human beings, to be who we are openly.”
And here’s some even more vital advice from Edie about love relationships:
“Don’t postpone joy. Keep it hot!"
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The Woods Camping
Resort provides a
beautiful setting for
an exciting vacation
experience found
nowhere else

MAKE NEW FRIENDS
POOL PARTIES ● VOLLEYBALL
DANCE CLUB ● BONFIRES
161 ACRES WITH HIKING TRAILS
RESTAURANT ● MASSAGE ● BYOB
CLOTHING OPTIONAL RESORT

www.TheWoods.camp

Lehighton, PA 610-377-9577 info@TheWoods.camp
All Guests Must be 18+ ID Required

ALL ARE WELCOME

Catching up with

from
Pat Gremling explains what's new at The Woods for 2020
Stephen Libby: The Woods has had some significant renovations. Tell us of them throughout the season, plus a full Bear Week! Other popular ones
include Christmas in July, the Off Season Holiday weekend, Tropical Islands
what’s new over the past few years.
Pat Gremling: Throughout the years, our improvements have sometimes been weekend, and the long holiday weekends. Guests have learned they can have
quite obvious and some have been more about infrastructure and behind the fun no matter what the theme.
scenes. Last season, the expansion to our clubhouse was very obvious. Like all SL: The weekends we have visited, there have been around 2,000 people
major work at the resort, it was planned for years and it was great to see it come having the best time ever! What is the secret to The Woods success?
to fruition. The expansion allowed us to create a much better reception and PG: It would be tough to put my finger on only one thing that draws people to
check-in area for our guest services team. Previously, we had to split up check- The Woods. We make it fun. Adulting is tough so we allow guests to let their
in between our small camp store and an external check-in shed. This building “kid at heart” flag fly high! When developing the concept for The Woods, I
expansion also gave us a modern camp store that is about 5 times larger than took notes from my cruise vacations. They have a variety of things to do all at
the previous one. We were then able to expand our inventory with more once. One size does not fit all so we like to give guests choices. We knew we had
camping and food items plus more clothing including an Andrew Christian to have a few amenities that the LGBTQ community requires – a great dance
section. Downstairs, the improvements really pleased our guests. New, club, good food services, a large pool and sunbathing area, and the BYOB
modern bathrooms were installed, three times larger than the previous feature has obviously been popular.
bathrooms. Resort guests enjoy showering in these climate-controlled areas And for some guests, there’s a more personal reason – something I hear when
– especially during the chillier shoulder seasons. Our own team members it’s usually just me and another person having a personal conversation – that
also benefited with a huge kitchen prep and storage area. Previously, storage at The Woods, they can be who they are. Who they truly are. We all live in
was minimal in the kitchen. Supplies were stored in external buildings and a mainstream society that is getting better at accepting our lifestyle, but still
required a vehicle to load up and transport to the kitchen. Obviously, kitchen requires us to wear some armor. With family, at work, on vacation… the
LGBTQ community often must have our guard up – even if it’s only in our
efficiency has grown which benefits both our team and the resort guests.
head. I’ve been told at The Woods, guests can finally relax and enjoy their true
SL: What do you have planned for 2020?
PG: Every improvement we make at The Woods stems from guest activity being. For some, you won’t notice the difference because it’s all a mental relief.
For others, they wouldn’t even be recognized
or comments. While I cannot disclose the
as the same person. It’s not many places where
actual projects we’ll be revealing in May
you can dress in drag one night, lay out at the
(we’ve always kept the details secret to build
pool nude sunbathing the next day, and don
anticipation for the new camping season), I
a superhero costume for a themed dance club
can say that we are planning a pretty sizable
party that night – all while feeling completely
reorganization of some camping areas. This is
comfortable and free from ridicule. We’ve
not only being done to improve the camping
even been told that The Woods is recognized
experience for guests, but also to improve
as a safe space for trans folks – especially
safety in these areas. Other improvements
those just beginning their new life. None of
in the clubhouse area will be quite obvious
that was in the business plan but I’m sure
as well. The resort’s dance club, stage, and
glad it happened.
bonfire area will all be affected positively.
SL: What else should people be on the look
SL: What are the most popular theme
out for?
weekends?
PG: For Pride at The Woods, I want to invite
PG: In the past, there were specific weekend
any local organization to set up a free booth
themes that drew in more than others, but
at The Woods to get new exposure from
that has evened off – especially during the
folks who are probably not being reached
heart of the summer. Illumination weekend
with their current marketing methods. We
is still our biggest draw. All the camp roads
provide the space but they’d have to bring up
are lined with luminary bags every 3-4 feet
their EZUps, tables, etc.
and campsites create displays using lights,
Go to thewoodscampground.com/events/
candles and a ton of creativity. Some displays
lgbt-pride-weekend-pride-block-party for
portray humor, celebration, and pride.
more information. You’ll see there are other
Others mark historic points in LGBTQ life
community minded events like a clothing
or remind us of moments that require a
swap and an art/craft fair.
solemn moment of remembrance. Our Bear
The
newly
renovated
club
house
at
The
Woods.
weekends remain popular – we have four
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What's in a Name?
by Corinne Goodwin

We all know the story of Romeo
and Juliet — where two star
crossed lovers are destined for
tragedy because their families
are having a feud.

Name Changes Don’t Come Easy – Or Cheap!
In Pennsylvania, anyone has the right to informally change their name.
In other words, you can ask your friends, relatives and others to use
your chosen name. Informal name changes, however, do not allow
a transgender person to have new identification documents issued in
their chosen name.

“What’s in a name?” is the phrase Juliet utters at the beginning of
her soliloquy where she tells Romeo that his name doesn’t matter to
her. But for many transgender and gender-diverse people, names do
matter. A lot.

To formally change their name, they must petition the County Court
of Common Pleas for a court order that legally recognizes their chosen
name. A judge is not obligated to grant the petition and will not do so
if they believe the petitioner is seeking to change their name to avoid
debts or evade criminal prosecution. Additionally, anyone can file an
objection to your name change petition.

For 54-year-old Christine, changing her name was a symbol for taking
control of her life. She had informally been using her chosen name for
several years, but that did not allow her to live fully and wholly in her
true gender. To her, getting a legal name change was about “standing
up, emerging from the shadows, and publicly saying this is who I
am!” It was about asserting an identity that had been subordinated
for decades.

According to lawyers, the process of obtaining a legal name change
is fairly straight forward but for many transgender people it feels
intimidating. The name change process and requirements vary from
county to county and the legal paperwork can be complex. A legal
name change can also be out of reach due to cost which can easily cost
$500 or more for people who chose to complete the process on their
own. If they decide they need the help of a lawyer, the cost can exceed

Another trans person who asked to remain anonymous said that
getting their legal name change allowed them to move on and avoid
the constant reminders of their old name and the misgendering that
came with it. “All of my company’s records – from email addresses to
401k statements — were tied to my dead name,” they said. “I felt like I
couldn’t move forward because I was being constantly reminded about
my old life and my dead name.”

$1,500 or more.

Other trans people have practical reasons for obtaining a legal name
change. This includes everything from dealing with bank tellers to
TSA agents. Taran, 29, says “I travel a lot, and having a name and
gender that matches how you identify [and] how society perceives you,
makes navigating public spaces a little less stressful.”
Jessica, age 35 shares, “It’s really awkward to apply to a job and have to
explain why your documents don’t match the name on your resume.”
Lilia, 58, reinforced this. “Employers are much more supportive
when legal documentation and Social Security information matches a
person’s presentation.”

Issues of Personal Safety

Pennsylvania – like many states – requires that the intent to change
a name be made public. This requires publishing advertisements in
a newspaper and the local law journal prior to the hearing before a
County judge. Unfortunately, with over 80% of trans folk reporting
being verbally abused and approximately one-third having been
physically assaulted, this creates a very real safety risk for transgender
people.
The publication requirement predates the existence of Social Security
numbers and was implemented to prevent debt evasion. With
automated credit reporting that is available nowadays, this requirement
is not only unnecessary but also creates a risk of ostracism or violence
from fellow residents.

Another Obstacle
There is another challenge to getting a
legal name change – the requirement
for a criminal background check.
This requires the person to go to a
police station or county prison to be
fingerprinted. They then must submit
the fingerprint card to the Court
which will conduct a detailed criminal
background check.

who no longer exists. It is a constant
reminder of someone I do not want
to be, and certainly someone I don’t
want to be seen as. This name is on
everything. There are the legal IDs of
course—passports, driver’s licenses,
but those are obvious. This name also
appears on credit cards, resumés, gym
Leon, 21
memberships, medications. A name is
a fundamental part of identity, and to
exist without a name is to be invisible.”

"A name is a fundamental
part of identity, and to
exist without a name
is to be invisible.”

Being fingerprinted by the authorities is an intimidating process for anyone,
but since 16% of surveyed trans folk have worked in the underground
economy and over 50% have been harassed by the police they face
additional challenges. Pennsylvania law prohibits a person from changing
their name if they have been convicted
of most felonies and, therefore, this
requirement is a real deterrent to many
trans people who wish to undertake a
legal name change.

Help Is Available

But now, with the launch of a new
non-profit organization, assistance
is available for trans people who are
seeking a name change in the Lehigh
Valley.

Another trans person - Carley from Wind Gap – had this to say:
"Deciding on my name was easy, but legally changing my name was
challenging and frightening at times. That’s why having good support,
a good plan, and good counsel is
important as you go through what
is an emotional process. There is a
sensational feeling of rebirth, so allow
your emotions to bubbleup, you have
hidden them enough!"

"There is a sensational
feeling of rebirth, allow your
emotions to bubble up—you
have hidden them enough!"
Carley

EPTEP is here to help Leon, Carley,
and others like them so they can be
validated, reborn, and most critically,
be visible.

Introducing The Eastern PA Trans Equity Project

The Eastern PA Trans Equity Project (EPTEP) helps trans people
navigate the legal process by providing an automated legal form tool
which invites trans folk to enter some basic information and then
be provided a link where they can
print accurate and complete legal
paperwork that they can then submit
to the Court. They even include stepby-step instructions written in plain
English. All the user has to do is go to
the EPTEP website at PATransEquity.
org to access this service.

There is a new non-profit in town! The Eastern PA Trans Equity
Project (EPTEP) is a grassroots organization that is focused on
providing supportive services to gender diverse people in the Lehigh
Valley. Services include:

"I couldn’t move forward...
I was being constantly
reminded about my old
life and my dead name.”

• Legal name change assistance
including financial grants
• Microgrants to help pay for genderaffirming garments
• Peer-based support groups for trans
folk and their family members

• Scholarship and rideshare
EPTEP is also working to solve the
Anonymous
programs for gender-affirming
issue of cost by offering residents of
conferences
Lehigh and Northampton counties
the opportunity to apply for financial assistance. Grants will be
• Education programs and trans-friendly resource listings
distributed on a quarterly basis and are intended to help not only with
• Outreach and informational programming for local businesses &
court-related costs, but also the fees associated with getting a new
institutions
driver’s license, passport and other required items. The final amount
EPTEP can’t provide these services
of the grant is based on the amount
without your assistance. A legal
of need and the amount of available
name change can cost $500 or more;
funds.
a gender-affirming binder for trans
men can cost $75 and a bus to take
Another Step In Living A Full
two dozen people to the Philadelphia
And Engaged Life
Trans Wellness Conference is $1,500.
As Leon, age 21 from Allentown says
Every tax-deductible donation can
“To go without a legal name change is
help us to fulfill our mission. Please
Lilia,
58
to constantly see the name of a person
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visit PATransEquity.org

"Employers are much more
supportive when legal
documentation... matches
a person’s presentation.”

Cosmick Technologies

Innovative Web Solutions!
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Cosmick Technologies
303 Oak Street
Roseto, PA 18013
Tel: 855-932-3388

www.cosmicktechnologies.com
sales@cosmicktechnologies.com
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A Conversation with Peter Kispert
Deceit, lies, and manipulation are at the heart of I KNOW YOU KNOW WHO I AM, a haunting collection that follows queer
characters searching for paths to intimacy in the modern world. The lies and their effects vary widely: In the titular story,
the narrator, desperate to save a love affair on the rocks, hires an actor to play a friend he invented in order to seem less
lonely; in Aim for the Heart, a man’s lies about a hunting habit leave him with an unexpected deer carcass and the need to
parse unsettling high school memories; and How to Live Your Best Life, in which a man tries to protect his husband and
daughter after volunteering for a twisted game show that promises either paradise or death, depending on if your family
can correctly guess your deepest desires.

A

lthough each story in I KNOW YOU KNOW WHO I AM is completely
unique, the collection shares one common thread: each story
contains a falsehood. Why did you decide to focus on queer characters
and their various deceptions?
Peter Kispert: In many of these stories, the point-of-view character’s lies
succeed and end up, ironically, complicating those character’s real identities.
For example, in “Aim for the Heart,” a man lies to his boyfriend about being
a hunter, goes out wandering in the Maine woods with his grandfather’s rifle,
gets a clear shot at a buck, and—despite trying to miss—kills it. Lies can
create questions about who we actually are in this way. There’s the dead deer,
and your impressed boyfriend. Now what?
Those questions about identity are ones that I love to play with, and to let
my characters try to run from, though of course
they never can. But I’m not trying to cruelly play
cat-and-mouse with these characters. I love them,
and ultimately want to show what happens when
they don’t love themselves, when they don’t show
up—the price of that feeling of unworthiness, which
I frankly think so many people, and so many queer
people in particular, can struggle with. In this book
there are lies of masculinity, lies of superiority, lies
of loneliness. There is the larger question of how we
habituate our compulsions and defensively formulate
and project an ideal self, a “to-be-achieved” and
“realized” self. I wanted to address some of what I
was rumbling with as a gay man in a world where
visibility, while absolutely a fight, is not the only one.
What draws you to writing short stories?
PK: I almost can’t believe that I’m saying this,
because they can be so frustrating to write, but I like
the unique challenges the short story form presents.
They are fabulous studies in compression. The power
of suggestion, proof of detail, razor-alignment of
voice and vision, an exactness commanded from the
first sentence; the form contains a kind of embedded
urgency given to these point of view characters and
what are, here in this book, their sort of inadvertent
confessions. Usually the process involves meeting
and addressing an endless array of formal obstacles
that interact symbiotically with fixed and organic
elements in the work, which creates reverberation,
hopefully, if I’ve gotten obsessed enough in the right

ways and had enough coffee, toward meaning.
The collection is divided into three parts: I Know, You Know, and Who I
Am. Can you explain the inspiration behind the title, and the division of
the stories?
PK: What I figured out in drafting the book was that there actually is a
presiding consciousness over these stories, and that I wanted to make that
available but not explicit. I wanted this book threaded, sort of, through this
very ironic, very desperate title—and I wanted to order the stories by what I
considered a movement into healing from compulsion, and to replicate the
cycle of it, emotionally. The first and last stories, as well as various instances
of image and gesture doubling, nod toward a larger, singular story, which the
last story sort of exposes.
While the majority of the stories in I KNOW
YOU KNOW WHO I AM are realistic fiction, both
How to Live Your Best Life and Rorschach depict
unsettling dystopian societies. What attracts you
to writing horror stories, and why did you decide
to include them in this collection?
PK: I’m glad you asked! These two stories seem
distinct for their blunt macabre, their sort of hyperpublic deaths, and machinery of horror around
which these characters must maneuver. And though
I don’t think I was writing consciously toward this at
the time, there is something about these stories, in
both crucifixion and death by televised game show,
as representative of a kind of death of one’s public
self, a reckoning with truth that requires a profound
loss. Emotionally, that feels true to me, and at home
here in this book.
Were there characters in the collection that came
to you more easily than others, or any you would
like to revisit someday?
PK: All of the stories hold strong meaning for me,
but I have a very special place in my heart for Ty
from “River is to Ocean.” I feel for him. I remember
thinking, when I first drafted that story, that he’d
have a really tough life. A lot of the characters I write
will, I’m sure, continue to struggle with persona, and
the falling out of their (sometimes self-)deceptions,
both large and small.
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Dancing With
The Lehigh Valley
Stars
Marta Gabriel, Samantha Layne,
Kathy Craine, Joel Shimer,
Don Cunningham, Keith Groller

Bandstand
Thu., March 12
7 PM - $65/$59

Sponsored by RCN, Fulton Bank
and Kitchen Magic

Proceeds benefit the FREDDY© Awards

Thu., April 2

7 PM - $30/$15 Student

Sponsored by 69 WFMZ-TV, Air Products
and 99.9 The Hawk;
Series sponsored by Capital BlueCross

SIMPLY THE

The Daily Show
Writers Comedy
Tour
Sat., April 18
8 PM - $29

Best...

The Color Purple
Sat., May 2

2 PM & 7:30 PM
$
65/$59

Sponsored by 100.7 WLEV, 93.5 SBG and
lehighvalleylive.com + The Express-Times;
Butz Celebrates Broadway
Performance Series

453 Northampton St., Easton, PA
610-252-3132 . 1-800-999-STATE
www.statetheatre.org

photo by Phil Cro

EdmundBagnell

Let’s take a few minutes to catch up

come down to one person. For better or worse! The other guys

with the first violinist of Well-Strung,

SL: I love strings. Violin, fiddle, cello. They can be soothing,

launching his debut solo show in NYC

are supportive, after 8 years together we’re like brothers.
passionate, soaring, heart rending, foot stomping... What

to rave reviews! He will also have a 3

made you want to play?

week engagement in Puerto Vallarta

violin when I was 7, and my parents put me in lessons. I took to

in March. And he’s cute as hell!

EB: The violin kind of chose me. My grandparents bought me a
it pretty quickly. As you say, a violin can sound good in a wide
variety of styles, and I fell in love with this versatility. You can
play country, jazz, blues, over 400 years of evolving classical

Stephen Libby: Hi Edmund and congratulations on all

music styles, etc, etc. These days, I think what really blows my

your success! First off, do you prefer Ed, Eddie, Edmund,

mind is the tradition of playing that dates back hundreds of

Eduardo, Ecuador or Louise? And why?

years. Things that my teachers taught me, and their teachers

Edmund Bagnell: Hi, thank you so much! These days I prefer

taught them, and so on and so on. This old instrument is still

to go by Edmund. Growing up, I sometimes felt uncomfortable

relevant and sounds good in a contemporary setting.

having a more unusual name —it wasn’t the easiest to say—

SL: What destination/venue was most exciting for you to

you really have to hit the consonants. So there was a period of

play so far?

a few years I went by Ed. But now, I really feel like an Edmund.

EB: In fall 2018 Well Strung got the opportunity to travel as

I think someone said that a name can shape who you are, and

a part of the US Embassy to Russia and Turkey. In Russia we

I think I grew in to it. But when I’m playing in Puerto Vallarta

performed in the US ambassador’s house in Moscow in a room

in March, I’ll go by Edmundo.

filled with ambassadors and diplomats from all over the world.

SL: A solo show in NYC. Does this make you the Justin

I thought that was the coolest, most unique performance

Timberlake of Well-Strung? What are the other guys

experience I’ve ever had.

thinking?

SL: What advice would you give aspiring young LGBTQ

EB: Haha, thank you for that. For the record, I’m still in Well

performers?

Strung and we do still perform together. For me, getting to

EB: I’d say focus on your craft, because talent can’t be ignored.

do my solo show was an amazing opportunity to push myself

And be who you are, and by that I mean be truthful in your art.

as performer. Performing solo is such a different experience

Art is universal when it’s true, and that resonates with people

than with a group. With Well Strung there are three other

across all boundaries.

performers onstage to help juggle the ball and pick up the slack
onstage if there’s an issue. Solo, it’s all on you. And of course,
performing solo is liberating because in the end, all decisions

well-strung.com

@wellstrungnyc
@edmundbagnell
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LGBT SMOKE FREE
Living proudly.
Living longer.
For help quitting smoking, visit
www.sepatobaccofree.org or call
1-800-QUIT-NOW

The Southeastern Pennsylvania Tobacco Control Project is an initiative of Health Promotion Council, and is funded through a grant from the Pennsylvania Department of Health.

Why I Know They've

Got My Back
A Newbie on the Corporate Scene
and the Birth of a Company’s D&I Ethic
by Colton Hallabuk

W

hen I was interviewing for a position
at Olympus my senior year of college
in 2015, the company did not have a formal
diversity and inclusion initiative in place.
Therefore, no one who was interviewing
me had any type of messaging about what
a gay man like myself might experience
working at the company. There was nothing
on the Olympus website that I or others like
me could refer to and ask more about. As
someone who had remained closeted until
the inclusive culture of Juniata College
inspired me to come out, I was nervous that
I had been living in a college bubble. I was
nervous that corporate life would bring me
back into a similar culture to my upbringing
in a small rural Pennsylvania town, where
I had no exposure to the celebration of the
LGBTQ community. I accepted the job
offer at Olympus without being certain
the company would embrace who I was.
My desire to accept a position at this Top
20 global medical device company within
my field outweighed my nerves. But those
nerves remained.
My first few months at the organization
were interesting as I tried to juggle learning
everything required of me to succeed in
my role. While everyone was extremely
nice, I was cautious. I am familiar, with the
experience of coming out of the closet, with
seeing how nice people can begin to treat
you differently and not always for the better.
During June of 2015, I saw my friends online
celebrating PRIDE at their organizations, as
I sat at Olympus wondering if I made the
right decision working for an organization
that was silent during this month.
I will never forget how happy I was the
day at Olympus when I had complete
validation that my boss knew I was gay and

was accepting. We were
in the car on a business
trip and she was having
a conversation with
another colleague about
dating. My boss said to the other woman,
“There are great men out there. We will find
you one.” She then looked over her shoulder
at me in the back seat and said, “We will find
Colton one too.” My eyes lit up and my heart
was booming with joy. I can’t even begin to
describe the pure happiness that comes with
such validation. My boss acknowledged
my identity and followed up with a warm
smile to let me know I was safe on this
team. Following this moment, I began to
have similar experiences with others in
the organization and I slowly turned from
the awkward new guy to a better known
member of the team.
About 6 months into the job, one of my
beloved new co-workers asked if I wanted
to join her at a different type of meeting.
She explained it was a small group of people
at the company who were interested in
launching a new diversity and inclusion
initiative. I was eager to say yes and join her at
this first meeting. Over the next six months,
I worked very closely with these passionate
individuals to launch the formal initiative,
which included the launch of 7 Colleague
Affinity Networks (more commonly known
as Employee Resource Groups). After
supporting the growth of these networks for
a few years, I was inspired to take the role of
the LGBTQ lead for the Americas.
As the current LGBTQ lead, I am inspired
to build empathy and understanding for
the community. Since accepting this role,
I have been actively engaged in promoting
awareness and education of LGBTQ issues,

providing forums for employees to network,
and engaging in outreach activities that
reinforce Olympus’ standing as an inclusive
organization that is committed to furthering
LGBTQ acceptance and equity in today’s
society. I am essentially creating the culture
and tangible, written demonstration of
acceptance that would have really energized
me to accept my job offer at Olympus 4 ½
years ago without apprehension. While I
don’t conduct formal interviews myself, I
am constantly having conversations with
prospective applicants and others in the
community on Olympus’ commitment to
LGBTQ opportunity and leadership. I tell
people about our recent event, called Str8
Talk, which invited Olympus employees
and those in the surrounding community to
gather and learn from each member of the
LGBTQ community on a panel with topics
including the basics of identity, pronouns,
and the spectrum of ally-ship. I also tell
people how Olympus offered employees
to sign a pledge of acceptance and receive
a True to Inclusion T-shirt to help make
employee’s pride and support visible. It
was a small effort from the organization
that now consistently provides a refreshing
experience for LGBTQ people as they see
employees working throughout the office in
their shirts, knowing that these allies “have
their back.” Instantly knowing who has
your back is not a luxury that the LGBTQ
community gets to experience in the culture
at large. How refreshing to work at a place
where support can be easily found.
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Let's Get

Physical
ES Collection Releases Its Personal Trainer Fitness Line • by Dylan Reese

Photo by Tarek del Moreno

ES Collection, the Spanish giant of male athletic, swim and under wear, has launched its official American online store,
ESCollectionUSA.com. The new retail website offers the same great products available now at ESCollection.es, including
the new “Personal Trainer” fitness line, but with added perks including US-based customer service and faster, free shipping
on all US-based orders.
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“ES Collection is excited to expand and enhance the online presence of the brand in America,” says Chris Lynch, who along
with partner, Mark Milburn, owns two brick and mortar ES Collection stores in Dallas and Austin. He and Milburn also
operate AddictedDallas.com (Addicted is the sister company to ES Collection) and have been thrilled at the response from
ESCollectionUSA.com
customers in the US since its launch three years ago.
@escollectionofficial
The full catalog for ES Collection is available on ESCollectionUSA.com, including its “Personal Trainer” athleticwear line.

I take great PRIDE
in helping EVERYONE
find a place to call HOME

Robert V. Ritter

SRS, ABR, CMRS, SFR, Executive’s Club

Realtor® / Assistant Manager
o: 610-395-4500
c: 610-462-4727
rritter@weichert.com
www.BuyAndSellWithRobRitter.com

4124 W Tilghman Street
Allentown, PA 18014

KingSpry
Attorneys and Counselors at law

KingSpry’s LGBTQ-friendly legal practice
includes adoption law, assisted reproductive
technology law, business law, civil rights law,
contract law, education law, employment/labor
law, estates/trusts law, family law, landlord/tenant
law, litigation, municipal law, name changes,
non-profit law, public finance, and real estate law.
King, Spry, Herman, Freund & Faul LLC
One West Broad Street Suite 700
Bethlehem, PA 18018
610-332-0390 • www.kingspry.com

Brian Sims
Pennsylvania State Representative

Civil rights Attorney. Outspoken politician. Army brat. Camper. Blanche.

Representative Brian Sims took a few minutes to share his thoughts on LGBTQ rights, a few of his
favorite things, and what it will take to beat Trump in November.
Stephen Libby: Did you get a chance to look over the questions I sent?
Brian Sims: Just briefly, but I don’t have them with me.
SL: There’s only 8 or 9 questions. I was told by your assistant that I can't
ask number 7 so we won't do that...
BS: Wait, wait, wait...she forbade a question? What was it?
SL: How challenging is it for you as a public figure to meet and date
people?
BS: Aww. I appreciate that she did that. You have probably figured this out by
now. I have learned after eight years in office that talking about my personal
life usually doesn’t benefit me much, and it certainly doesn’t benefit the
people I’m dating.
SL: Ok. Now back to our regularly scheduled and approved questions.
With so much misinformation on social media sites, is it true that close
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to 80% of LGBT people are not registered to vote?
BS: It’s actually the opposite. 80% of LGBT people who are eligible to vote
are registered. Only about 1 in 5 are not registered.
SL: How does PA fall compared to the rest of the country?
BS: It's really hard to tell because of our census. A couple of factors would
suggest that we would probably be higher. Among them we have one of the
top ten cities in the country. That tends to lead to an increase. Our education
rate and the fact that we’re a coastal state tend to suggest that we are higher
than the national average.
SL: What message would you like to send LGBTQ people this many
months before the election?
BS: I’m fond of saying if we were to redo the 2016 election and get all LGBT
people who are eligible to vote to vote we would have swung the election.

We would have made up the difference in Michigan and Wisconsin and in
Pennsylvania. We have the potential to be the deciding factor in US presidential
elections.
SL: Do you have friends that voted for Trump?
BS: No... Yeah, I do have friends that voted for Trump. I don’t pretend that
someone can support me and Donald Trump at the same time. I know a lot of
people have to do that. I don’t have to do that. None of my family are Trump
supporters. I know that a vote for Trump is a vote against my rights. Not every
single Republican who voted in the last election knew that. They didn’t know
what we knew. But unless they are woefully blind over the past 3 years they
have seen it play out. I have very different interactions with Trump supporters
than Trump voters. And that is, ‘Have you chosen to continue to stay blind?’
SL: What do you consider your responsibilities an out gay politician?
BS: Talk about the issues that affect me as an LGBT person. I have known for
decades that having out LGBT representation has an impact on legislation that
impacts LGBT people. It actually has an impact on legislation that impacts
people of color and women and that’s because when you work beside an out
person it becomes difficult to ignore the things that impact their life. Not being
out is a disservice. I’m in office as much for the experiences I bring as a man,
an army brat as the experiences I bring as an LGBT person. If I wasn’t out
I wouldn’t be doing justice to the people who voted for me, or justice to my
colleagues. My colleagues need to hear that on my two hour drive into the
capital that I drive in and out of zones where my rights are protected/not
protected four different times. Depending on if and where my car breaks down
or I need to get gas I either have civil rights or I don’t. And my colleagues need
to hear those things.
SL: What is the most appealing ticket for the Democratic Party that could
win in November?
BS: I’m gonna tell you this, but I’m not going to give you a name because I am
in the complicated position of endorsing someone. I think the best ticket is not
a moderate one. I think the myth of attracting the moderate or undecided voter
is one of the biggest mistakes we make in politics. I think the answer to Trump
is a progressive agenda, it is far center left. In our social politics, in our national
politics and our medical politics we’re all best served with a progressive agenda.
SL: What are the most important issues facing Pennsylvanians?
BS: Every issue you and I care about; racial and ethnic justice, women’s rights,

reproductive rights, educational rights, immigration rights...all of that depends
on fixing the gerry-mandering in our state. Not a single one of those issues will
conservative republicans allow to advance until we change that.
SL: What initially attracted you to politics?
BS: Oh, I was just pissed off. I’m a civil rights attorney. That’s the only thing I
planned to do with my life. I moved to a state where it was painfully obvious to
me women don’t have the same rights I have as a man and I don’t have the same
rights as my straight friends and family and neighbors have.
SL: What politicians do you admire?
BS: You’re going to make fun of me for this but it is absolutely 100% true. I
am a Ben Franklin junkie. I represent Ben Franklins district in the state house
which is cool. I probably know more about Ben Franklin than I do about any
current politician.
SL: Ok. Tell me something about Ben Franklin most people don’t know.
BS: It was utter bullshit that his teeth were made of wood. His teeth were
actually animal teeth.
SL: (laughs) Ok. You don’t have animal teeth, right?
BS: No.
SL: Do you have other political aspirations? Do you want to go further?
BS: I don’t. I know that sounds like bullshit because I ran for congress 5 years
ago.
SL: What are your plans if/when this ends?
BS: I would love to go back to being a civil rights attorney. I think that I know
more about laws this country needs and electing people of color and first
generation immigrants and LGBTQ people. And I would love to spend my time
finding and recruiting those people.
SL: What does an ideal day off look like for you?
BS: Camping. No doubt about it. I’m in a cabin somewhere, there’s a fire going.
I’m making bacon and eggs and grits and getting ready to go on a hike.
SL: What do you want to tell all the young aspiring politicians?
BS: All the life experiences that most of us think add up to being at most colorful
people and sometimes broken people are so incredibly useful in politics. I don’t
just think that LGBT people are good at politics, I think we have all the skills
to be better at politics. Barney Frank used to say, ‘If you don’t have a seat at the
table, you’re probably on the menu’. We’re better at this. Our life experiences
teach us lessons that are needed in government right now.

The Sims File | Favorites
Travel spot

golden girl

I spend a week alone
on a little tiny deserted
island off the coast of
Florida.

Blanche!

book

gay movie
To Wong Fu, Thanks
For Everything, Julie
Numar

Hatchet — about a kid
who goes to visit his
dad. The plane crashes
in Canada and the kid
survives for a month or
two on his own.

Food

karaoke song
(laughs) I Touch Myself. (and
actually sings the title line) You
will never see me at a Karaoke
bar. With all the public
speaking that I do... I can’t act
and I can’t sing.

song

Ripple
(The Greatful Dead)

Eggs and grits

cocktail
Manhattan

first date activity
workout

I do a lot of yoga
and cycling.

The Kimmel Center in
Philadelphia has a giant glass
dome. There’s a building inside
of it called The Hamilton
Garden. The roof there is the
most romantic spot in this
entire city.
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Honors

Belinda Whitney
Davids houston
F

or accomplished South African songstress Belinda Davids, starring in The Greatest Love of All: A Tribute To Whitney Houston is the
culmination of a life-long connection with the superstar to whom she pays homage. The two-hour production will fill you with joy, nostalgia
and wonderment as you are taken on a heartfelt musical journey through Whitney’s greatest hits. Davids beat almost 15,000 other hopefuls
to take on the role and it was her own eternal love of Whitney that prepared her for the show. Exposed mainly to R&B and gospel as a child,
Davids was innately drawn to Houston’s musical style.
Stephen Libby: There are many wonderful
female vocalists. Ella Fitzgerald, Aretha
Franklin, Barbra Streisand, Judy Garland and
more. What was so special about Whitney
Houston right from the start?
Belinda Davids: The first time I saw and heard
Whitney Houston, she was 17 years old and she
was young, and vibrant, and relatable, and all of
the songs she sang at that time, I could relate to
as a young girl. As much as I listened to Aretha
Franklin, Ella Fitzgerald, Barbara Streisand – not
so much Judy Garland, but Whitney Houston –
when I saw her for the first time I wanted to be
just like her, she was very relatable.
SL: Initially, were you intimidated by the
thought of paying tribute to one of the most
celebrated vocalists of past 30 years?
BD: I wasn’t intimidated, but I was a little scared
because I had to be perfect, better than perfect,
executing her songs. She had such a wide range
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and my vocal ability and chords had to be on
point in order to perform her songs.
SL: Tell us a little about The Greatest Love of
All. What time does it cover? What can fans
expect to see? Any of the tabloid stories or just
the music?
BD: The Greatest Love of All is a tribute to my
idol! We perform all of her number 1 hits from
the beginning until the end of her career. We have
a fantastic live backing band, amazing dancers, I
have lots of costume changes and there is lots of
theatrical lighting and video effects that add a lot
to the production level of the show, but the show
is for the fans, from all ages to come and feel and
hear their memories of Whitney and celebrate all
the amazing music that she brought us
SL: Why do you think Whitney had such a gay
following? Do you feel gay mens’ love transfer
to you in appreciation for bringing their
musical hero back to life?

Belinda Davids will be bringing The Greatest Love of All to The State Theatre of Easton on Thursday, March 5!
thegreatestloveofallshow.com

BD: She was vibrant, her personality was
flamboyant – in her music and her costumes and
style. Everything that she did was vibrant and
relatable, everyone could relate to her, especially
the gay community. I have gained the love of the
LGBTQI community also, I love my queens! I
have recently been crowned the mother of drag
and gays in Cape Town and I’m very excited and
happy to accept this status and it’s an honour for
me to be looked up to in this way by the gay men
and women of Cape Town.
SL: Speaking of musical heroes; who are some
of the vocalists you influenced you and your
style?
BD: My other influences have been Aretha
Franklin, Anita Baker, Chaka Kahn, Mary J
Blige, Ella Fitzgerald, and of course others, but
I’m from the same generation as Whitney and we
grew up with these same influences and she was
my main inspiration.
SL: What are your favorite songs to
perform for The Greatest Love of All?
BD: So many favourites - The Greatest Love
of All, One Moment in Time, I Have Nothing,
Where do Broken Hearts Go… I could keep
going! But the one that’s standing out for
me at the moment is The Greatest Love of
All, and I think we can all take something
from this song’s message.
SL: What would people be surprised to
find out about you?
BD: People may be surprised to know that
I do my own hair and make up! I’ve always
done this and even now with the show as
big as it is, it’s great for me to sit on my own
and listen to Whitney in the dressing room
before we get on stage and take that time to
myself to prepare for the show. Also people
don’t think that I drive, but I do, I’m a great
driver!

SE T TING THE PERFEC T MOOD FOR YOUR PERFEC T

LGBTQ A PPROV ED SINCE , UH, FOR E V ER!

Over the past 30 years, we’ve supplied unique décor for special
moments and public events, including NYC Kellogg’s Pride
March float, Fact Snowball, Summer Games, Winter Games,
Pride in the Park, King of Pride, Queen of Pride and more!

eventsbyballoonworks.com
1250 Simon Blvd. Suite K-102, Easton 610.253.1441

Mark B. Stanziola, Esq.
Attorney at Law

GARDNER LAW OFFICE
740 Main Street | Bethlehem, PA 18018
mstanziola@gardnerlawyers.com

610.866.9529
About:

Providing legal services to the LGBT community for over 25 years.
Board Member and Officer of Pride GLV, Member of LGBT Business
Council and Founding Contributor of Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT
Community Center. As a gay man, Mark has first-hand knowledge
of the challenges that face the LGBT community. He lives in the
Lehigh Valley with his husband and son.

Services Provided:

• Pre & Post Nuptial Agreements
• Partition of Property & Equity Actions
• Divorce
• Custody
• Child & Spousal Support
• Child Custody & Visitation
• Wills, Powers of Attorney & Living Wills
• Adoption & Assisted Reproductive Technology Law
• Name Changes
• General LGBT Legal Issues

LGBTQ Business Summit
Thursday, March 19th, 2020

8:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Homewood Suites, Center Valley

$50 Member

$100 Future Member

Breakfast
Networking
Vendor Fair
Breakout Sessions
Lunch
Str8 Talk Panel
Music by DJ Fly
Keynote Presentation by Rep. Brian Sims
RSVP: elliea@lehighvalleychamber.org

A Quickie with...

...your DJ for the Visions

LGBTQ Party

What are you most looking forward to re: playing the
LGBTQ Party at Visions Nightclub?
This will be my first time playing at Visions, so there are
many things I am looking forward to at this event. First, I
cannot wait to play on this sound system in the dj booth
perched high above the dancefloor so that I can look down
at all of my friends and community having a ki ki below.
Second, most of my parties are DIY which means I carry
around all the equipment and lighting. However, for this
event I am bringing my headphones, and the heat to keep
the floor hot!
What is your job as the DJ?
I think my role as DJ is to introduce new music to my
audience and give it life and personality. How I interact
with the crowd and keep their attention is important. I
don’t just play song after song. I like to tease the crowd
with samples and familiar loops to build the energy on the
floor. This keeps the momentum and anticipation moving
forward. I mix these songs up and remix and rework
them in my live performances blending past and present
seamlessly. I plan my sets weeks in advance to give each
party its unique vibe.
What are some of your go-to songs/artists to get people
on the dance floor?
My current playlist of “get the people on the dancefloor
now” includes the VIP Disclosure remix of Khalid’s Talk,
Gigamesh’s remix of Bad Girls by Donna Summer and

Photo by Jay Arch

Joe Reece’s Calling all Pussy to the floor remix of Khia’s
legendary track My Neck, My Back. Michael Jackson,

summer and forgotten about next week. It's all good, but I prefer the music with

Prince and Vanity 6 will always bring people to the floor of all ages because these

a shelf life. The challenge for me is to mix up genres, decades and styles into a

artists and their songs are timeless. Lizzo, Tommie Sunshine, and Purple Disco

flow that fires up the floor and keeps them jumping.

Machine are all staples in every one of my sets!

In your opinion, how many unicorns does it take to screw in a disco light

How long have you been a DJ?

bulb?

I have always been attracted to the nightlife and dance music scene so becoming

This was a fun question and I had to go real deep to find the answer. My answer

a DJ was a natural progression. I was always the guy with a mixtape, who would

is NONE. Why? Unicorns are the Light and they fill the dancefloor with their

get in your car and say “you gotta hear this”. I have been professionally dj-ing in

individual brightness, giving and sharing their Disco Love Light with the club

the Lehigh Valley for over 6 years. 2020 is my lucky seventh and its starting out

goers.

with a bang!
What are your thoughts re classic dance music vs today’s dance music?
My thoughts on Classic vs Current music is this: There is good music that lights
up the floor and is timeless and there is commercial filler music that is hot this

From Paul at Visions: We strive to throw a fun party for everyone can be themselves
in a safe, judge free zone which makes for one of our best parties every year and
we can’t wait to do it again! Please see the inside front cover for more details.
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BILL SANDERS
& WILL MORRIS

Will Morris (left) and Bill Sanders (right)

Talk about Spring at the Civic Theatre
Stephen Libby: Describe Silence! for us.
Bill Sanders: Silence is a musical parody of The Silence of the Lambs, complete
with tap dancing lambs, a listing Clarisse Starling and Hannibal Lecter singing
about female body parts in the most vulgar parlance available… Just like the
movie. The vulgarity - not the singing. It is hilarious. I first saw it at the New York
theater musical festival and it subsequently moved off Broadway where it ran for
months and months. Webster defines parody as “...an imitation of the style of a
particular writer, artist, or genre with deliberate exaggeration for comic effect...”
this exaggeration is much in line with Who’s Holiday which recently enjoyed a
sold out run in Theatre 514 at Civic.
SL: What makes this “the dirtiest musical” you’ve ever seen?
BS: The language is so over-the-top that it is hilarious. Just when you think
they can’t do more they do. The writers really worked to make it as absurd as
possible. If you are familiar with the movie you will remember many moments
that were horrifying and disgusting and they all exist in the musical… All of
them. I don’t want to give anything else away but it certainly isn’t for people who
don’t enjoy nudity, filthy jokes, language, and sexuality.
SL: I don’t know any people like that. Significant Other sounds like
something all gay guys can relate to; losing your female besties to marriage
and children.
BS: Yes it does. It’s a marvelous story that should have enjoyed a longer run
in New York. It got great reviews and just didn’t click. I think most people
especially gay guys can relate. And we’re lucky to have Nachi Lederer in the
lead...
WM: You know, as queer people, we already have the cards stacked against us.
The shapes of lasting relationships that are present in most of our formative
years (if there even are any examples) tend to follow a very hetero-normative
path. For many of us, this is also tied to religious belief and acceptance. We feel
wrong and ultimately unlovable and it can take years if not a lifetime to work
out of this tightly weaved web.
And it is this unlovable quality that is at the heart of Significant Other. The main
character, Jordan, has created a close friend network of three female best friends.
He gravitated towards female companionship his entire life (keep in mind,
however, the character starts the play only in his mid 20s) because he never felt
internally comfortable relating to the thing he wanted most: male affection and
attention. He feels unworthy of it. Any time he has tried to overcome his shame,
it hasn’t gone well. He obsesses about straight men because they are most likely
unable to show affection for him. They feel safe.
So he places all his metaphorical eggs into the basket of friendship with these
three women. And when they start to find love, seemingly permanent love, it is
a blow to him. He pulls away. They pull away. And he begins to isolate more and
more. He becomes more and more resentful. And ultimately, he strengthens the
idea about himself that he is in fact, unlovable.
SL: Do you have a personal story that’s similar that you want to share?
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BS: I weirdly honestly don’t because most of my friends were gay guys or show
friends. Who are mostly gay guys. :-) My two best friends from school drifted
apart because of geography (or passing on) more than marriage. It might be
worth asking Will who is directing it.
WM: A version of it. I went through a period of time in my early twenties when
I finally came out that feels very similar to Jordan’s experience. I fully went
through the gay virgin plot: meets the gay man who finally wakes me up to what
is really going on inside me; falls completely in love very quickly with said gay
man; understandably freaks said gay man out; gay man then proceeds to be a
complete jerk to me so that I will get the hint to back off. Heartbreak ensues.
And then I closed myself off for a couple of years to “romance” and made some
amazing friends who were predominantly female. Those friends are still close
to me to this day and we all grew together, so that is where the twin paths divide
between Jordan and myself. But during this time, I remember some very dark
nights that I cried alone all night thinking that this isolation was going to be
my fate. None of my attempts to break out of it worked and I became more
entrenched in my cave. Eventually, I did break out of it and went through and
even greater and more important time of self-discovery and it got better. But,
wow, I would never want to return to where I was.
SL: Civic has been doing the Tonys & Tapas fundraiser for years now. How
are you changing it up for 2020?
BS: Tonys and Tapas is a tried-and-true event and it’s a lot of fun. Where else
can you see talented performers belting out showtunes the day of the Tonys

...continued on p. 28

by Joey Amato

Pal m
Springs

Palm Springs is one of those destinations that you never get tired of. I’m not sure if it’s the landscape, or the abundance of over-the-top gayness that makes
the city truly magical. On my most recent visit to the desert gay mecca, I attended Palm Springs Pride, an event headlined this year by TLC and Kristine
W. This year was the largest pride celebration in the city’s history. I even had the opportunity to meet Palm Springs Mayor Robert Moon.

F

irst impressions are everything and I had
forgotten how easy Palm Springs airport is
to navigate. Within minutes after walking off the
plane, you can be laying poolside at your hotel or
shopping along the boutique and art gallery heavy
Palm Canyon Drive.
I was visiting with my friend and fellow
journalist Josh Rimer, who was named Mr. Gay
Canada 2019. He and I met on a media trip in
Phoenix/Tempe and have traveled to Columbus,
Ohio together as well. Visiting a destination
like Palm Springs is more fun if you travel with
someone, unless you are an extreme extrovert,
which neither Josh nor I are. Having traveled
together in the past made this visit fun and
enjoyable.
After checking in at Alcazar Palm Springs,
we headed straight for the Opening Night
Pride Party at Trina Turk, which was hosted by
Brandon Liberati and Craig Ramsay. The party
drew a who’s who of Palm Springs glitterati. Every
year, Trina Turk donates a portion of proceeds
from items sold during the event back to the pride
organization.
Before heading out on the town, grab dinner
at Trio, a staple in Palm Springs since 2009.

In fact, the first time I visited the city almost a
decade ago, I dined at Trio. Josh and I decided
to share a few starters including the Coachella
Valley Dates and Ahi Tuna Tower. We were both
hesitant to order the dates as they are filled with
blue cheese, which neither one of us are a big fan
of, but they turned out to be delicious. The blue
cheese complimented the sweetness of the dates
which simply melt in your mouth. Trio also hosts
one of the best parade-viewing parties in town, so
if you come to pride in 2020, be sure to make a
reservation.
Palm Springs nightlife is truly one of the best
experiences in the country. There is a bar or club
for every type of person, ensuring that whether
you are LGBT or Q, you will fit in. Arenas Road
has emerged as the epicenter of nightlife in the
city with venues including Hunters, Chill Bar,
Quadz, Stacy’s, The Eagle and BlackBook all
within a 2-block radius. Other nightlife venues are
scattered throughout the city and in neighboring
Cathedral City.
After a night of partying, retire back to the
Alcazar for a restful night’s sleep before heading
out to the Palm Springs Aerial Tramway to get a
bird’s eye view of the city. I’ll admit, I don’t like
heights nor roller coasters, so the tram made
me nervous. The ten-minute journey to the top,
aboard a rotation car is quite the experience. There
are 5 towers along the way and as the car passes
each tower it swings back and forth, sometimes
slightly, other times, enough to make you a bit
queasy. A little side note, the temperature is at
least 20 degrees cooler on top of the mountain, so
dress accordingly. Josh and I wore our traditional
tank top attire and were a bit chilly to say the least.
Located adjacent to Arenas Road is Johannes,
a lovely restaurant owned by chef Johannes
Bacher. The modern décor is accented by
the establishments menu which includes an
assortment of house specialty Schnitzel. Hailing

from Austria, Johannes brought his favorite dish
to Palm Springs and it quickly became a favorite
among the locals. Of course, we had to try some,
and I can tell you, it does live up to the hype. I
don’t remember the last time I saw schnitzel of any
kind on a menu, outside of a German restaurant,
which I learned is a different type of preparation.
Another one of my favorites at Johannes was the
Grilled Marinated Peaches & Burrata. I’d give that
a try if you are looking for a lighter option.
Music lovers should also take note that Palm
Springs is the gateway to Coachella and Stagecoach
Festival, two of the largest outdoor music festivals
in the country. Stagecoach has grown into the
premier country music festival in the United
States since its inception in 2007. The three-day
event will take place April 24-26 and feature
headliners Eric Church, Carrie Underwood and
Alan Jackson.
Palm Springs is a destination that always lives
up to my expectations. Whether you are looking
to party until dawn, relax by one of the dozens of
pools around town or go hiking in nearby Joshua
Tree National Park, the destination really does
offer something for everyone.
Enjoy the Journey!
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BILL SANDERS & WILL MORRIS
continued from p. 26

in anticipation of the show (for those of us who anticipate) & sample food
from lots of marvelous area restaurants - last year included the flawless
establishments Jenny’s Kuali, Greenhouse Enotica, Nostos, The Shelby, and
others including Karen Hunter and ice cream delights from The Udder Bar.
There is a Cosmo like signature drink called a Mar-Tony. (Cute right?) as well
as unlimited craft beer (courtesy of Shangy’s) and wine. All this for $150, all of
which is tax deductible. The centerpiece of the show is the final performance
which always includes songs from traditional Broadway favorites as well as

THE STEEL CLUB
HELLERTOWN, PA
JUNE 12, 6:00–11:00 P.M.

E

hopefully some current nominees… Did anyone see Jagged Little Pill? It’s
fabulous... we hope to expand our audience this year I encourage people to

by Elizabeth Hunt
very June, the LGBTQ Business Council hosts their annual
‘Rainbow Gala’, a formal evening of dinner, dancing, &
fundraising to benefit the LGBTQ scholarship fund for local area

high school seniors. This year the event will be held at The Steel Club
in Hellertown on June 12 from 6-11PM, and tickets can be purchased by
e-mailing brittanyw@lehighvalleychamber.org. The evening showcases
a huge auction which directly benefits the scholarship fund and we are
always looking for charitable donations towards the auction!
This is a fun filled night of letting your hair down (or up) and being
surrounded by open hearts while we give back to the LGBTQ+ youth of
our community & their allies. In 2019, with the support of the attendees
and sponsors we were able to award $7,000 in scholarship money to kids
with stand out scholastic achievements and a broad sense of how vital
‘community’ really is. The two major awards given ‘LGBTQ+ student of
the year ‘ and ‘ALLY of the year’ awards students for their achievements
in and out of school. Recipients of these awards are invited with a guest
to attend our Gala and accept their scholarship while speaking to us on
what has helped mold them into becoming the dynamic voices of the
future. It is both the highlight and pleasure of the council’s year to reward
our communities stand out students as they aspire to attend higher
accredited institutions of any form.
The LGBTQ Business Council is a part of the Greater Lehigh Valley
Chamber of Commerce and is comprised of LGBTQ business leaders
and allies from all walks of life. We are always looking to grow and add
to our board. If you have Interest in helping to promote area businesses
and events that are LGBTQ+ inclusive - please contact brittanyw@
lehighvalleychamber.org
All are welcome and all are equal. Please consider joining us this
year at The Rainbow Gala or helping us throughout the year to continue
raising funds to give back to our community. Keep an eye out for our
Rainbow Bar Crawl in Bethlehem each October for National Coming
Out Day and follow us on Facebook to get updated info on our other
events!

For tickets, email brittanyw@lehighvalleychamber.org!
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come not only for the support but it is a really good time.
SL: How would you describe LGBT support for Civic?
BS: Community support for CIVIC. It’s interesting I think the Facebook,
IG, YouTube, Grindr, instant entertainment in your hand on a screen the
size of a dollar bill age has really impacted theater going and probably even
film going across the board, but perhaps even more so within the LGBTQ
community. CIVIC produced The Normal Heart pre-Pride In 1992 and
has since produced over a two dozen LGBT centric theatrical productions
and readings. We even done the epic “Angels...” two times. It was interesting
because the second production did not have the audience of the first
production and I think quite a bit of that is due to the above… I hope it’s not
that people no longer care. But as Harvey Milk said you gotta have hope. And
yes we also did the rarely produced Harvey Milk play, Execution of Justice.
But I still have hope. And I’m gratified to be able to keep bringing as much
as we can. This season includes Significant Other and I’m very excited about
next season’s Indecent, Paula Vogel’s brilliant play about God of Vengeance,
the first play that featured two lesbians (in 1906) that was banned in New
York. I’ll shut up now. The support of the community means the world.

Surrogacy & Adoption Still Top Choices
in Pennsylvania after Marriage Equality

"

T

oday, surrogacy and adoption are still the

The presumption can be successfully challenged

third parties, there is an exception when the third

best choices for LGBT parents to ensure their

when the marital relationship is no longer intact, or

party stands in loco parentis to the child. This can

parental rights anywhere in the United States. Years

when it can be proven that the child could not be

give custody rights to a genetically unrelated person if

after legalizing same-sex marriage in Pennsylvania,

genetically related to the putative parent.

that person holds himself out as a parent by assuming

there is still no Statutory or Common Law guidance

Historically, the marital presumption of paternity

the obligations incident to the parental relationship

as to the validity of surrogacy contracts. Nevertheless,

has been used to find that a child born to a married

with the parents’ permission. In this instance, a non-

Pennsylvania courts have permitted and enforced

woman is considered the child of her husband. Even

biologically related parent can pursue custody rights

such agreements because they are not expressly

with recent case law, Pennsylvania courts have yet to

by establishing that the best interest of the child is

prohibited.

fully determine if this presumption applies to a same-

served by maintaining the relationship with that

Under Common Law parentage laws and

sex spouse, or whether it impacts the parental rights

party and awarding custody to the non-biological

Department of Health practice, the courts have ruled

of a child conceived through assisted reproduction.

parent while maintaining custody with the biological

in favor of implementing the intent of the parties

Further, not all states recognize marital presumption

parent.

by granting legal parentage to the intended parents

or apply the presumption differently. Therefore,

Some progress has been made in recognizing

who have entered into surrogacy agreements. These

relying on the presumption in Pennsylvania may not

same-sex couples as parents to a child born through

agreements are enforced in conjunction with egg,
sperm and embryo donor agreements to eliminate
any potential parentage rights of donors.
In Pennsylvania, the intended parents use an
administrative procedure under the Department
of Health’s policy for Assisted Conception Birth
Registration. In instances of gestational surrogacy
where at least one intended parent is genetically
related to the child, this allows the Intended Parents
to obtain an original birth certificate before the child’s
birth through a petition and pre-birth order in the
appropriate jurisdiction that names the Intended
Parents as the legal parents on the birth certificate.
Many counties have also issued pre-birth orders where
donor eggs were used in conception and an intended
parent is not genetically related. Pennsylvania
Department of Vital Records honors these court

Some progress has been
made in recognizing
same-sex couples
as parents to a child
born through assisted
reproduction. Until the
law moves forward on
these issues, adoption
is still the top choice to
legal rights.

"

assisted reproduction. The Department of Health
is also issuing guidance to hospitals to list same-sex
lesbian spouses on the birth certificate as parents of
the child born during same-sex marriage. However,
the birth certificate is just an administration order,
and therefore cannot provide the fullest security to
parents. Until the law moves forward on these issues,
adoption is still the top choice to legal rights.
As laws governing parentage still vary from
state to state relating to assisted reproduction,
LGBT parents are still in need of second parent or
step-parent adoptions. The adoption will provide
assurance of legal parentage for a non-biological
parent throughout the country since states must
honor adoptions enacted in other states and shows
intent internationally where same-sex marriage is not
recognized. Pennsylvania’s Adoption Act and case

parentage orders through the Department of Health

give the non-genetically related parent full protection

law both support same-sex partner adoption with or

procedures for Assisted Conception and will provide

of legal rights to his or her child.

without genetic relationship to the child. Therefore,

an amended birth certificate to the Intended Parents.

If the marital presumption has been rebutted

if one spouse is biologically related to the child, a

When dealing with assisted reproduction, there

or is inapplicable, courts may consider the doctrine

step-parent adoption can be filed for the non-related

are other legal doctrines to consider which affect

of “Paternity by Estoppel.” This doctrine is another

parent to adopt the child. For same-sex unmarried

parentage in Pennsylvania. Typically, these promote

means of preserving families when there is no genetic

couples, a second parent adoption is recommended

establishing what is in the best interests of the child.

tie, and denies the ability to disclaim paternity if a

for the non-genetically related parent to obtain

One such doctrine is the “Presumption

putative father has held himself out to be the father

parentage rights.

of Paternity”, which states that a child born or

of the child. Here, too, Pennsylvania has yet to

conceived during the course of marriage is presumed

determine how this applies to same-sex parentage.

to be the legal child of both spouses. Generally, the

Other considerations are applicable in custody

presumption applies when preserving marriage is

actions. Although the natural or biological parents

central to its application, regardless of genetic link.

have inherent rights to custody over the rights of

When dealing with legal issues as a result
of infertility, you should speak to an attorney
experienced in Assisted Reproductive Technology
Law as well as Family or Estate Planning Law.

Dorota Gasienica-Kozak is a partner with the KingSpry Law Firm and Chair of its Adoption/Assisted Reproductive Technology practice
section. She concentrates her legal practice in family, adoption, assisted reproductive technology and estate planning law. Mrs. Kozak is a former
Chair of the Greater Lehigh Valley Chamber’s Board of Governors. She is also a board member of the United Way of the Lehigh Valley and a
member of the President’s Council for Cedar Crest College. Her honors include Girl Scouts “Take the Lead” honoree for 2018, Lehigh Valley
Business “Woman of Influence” for 2016, Lehigh Valley Business “Forty Under 40” in 2013, and a YWCA’s “Woman of the Year” for 2014. Mrs.
Kozak also volunteers with many community organizations including the Bradbury-Sullivan Community Center, IronPigs Charities Suites &
Treats events, and her daughter’s Girl Scout troop.
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With Love,
Doris
Day
—

W

ith Love album producer John F. Forbes was enthralled when asked to participate in creating a new work to honor Doris Day’s legacy. Doris Day was the

quintessential girl next door who became one of the most successful Hollywood actresses. She started as a big band singer in the late 1930s producing

such chart-toppers like Sentimental Journey and My Dreams Are Getting Better All the Time. Day’s film career launched after World War II, with key roles

in Calamity Jane (1953), Love Me or Leave Me (1955), Alfred Hitchcock’s The Man Who Knew Too Much (1956) and Pillow Talk (1959) — the last of which got
her Oscar-nominated for Best Actress. In her later years she devoted her time as an animal rights activist before she died at 97 May 13th in Carmel Valley Village,
California.

Stephen Libby: Congratulations and thank you for this gift of With Love.

JF: Unlike digital formats, vinyl allows for hi-resolution audio to be used

How did you choose which songs to include on With Love?

in the mastering process, yielding a pristine recording. There couldn’t be a

John F. Forbes: We chose songs that Doris loved to sing. These “standards”

better candidate for that process than “With Love.”

she enjoyed singing with her favorite band in LA at the time which was Page

SL: In the notes you suggest Doris was an underrated actress, singer

Cavanaugh’s trio. This is the band featured on this album with Doris.

and musician. I am a fan and agree. (Her catalog of music is one of my

SL: What was it like working together? And what was your goal when you

favorites) Why do you think that was?

started working on the album?

JF: There are singers and there are musicians that are singers. The latter is

JF: I got to work with Les Brown Jr. briefly on this project. Doris actually

a far more accomplished artist because of their musical vocabulary. Most

was baby sitter for Les when she sang for his father. Les gave me a personal

artists are interpreters of music, but Doris could actually perform inside the

and intimate perspective in regards to Doris and her musicianship which is

melodies utilizing phrasing and nuance much like a jazz musician.

not obvious from her hits. She was a very accomplished singer, much like a

SL: Doris Day was an devoted activist for animals and a devoted friend

Whitney Houston of our generation, who I had the privilege of playing with

to Rock Hudson through his AIDS battle back when we didn’t really

for 3 years.

know much about the disease and even hospitals were wearing close

SL: In this digital age of iTunes and Spotify why was such attention given

to hazmat suits if they were willing to treat HIV positive patients at all.

to the vinyl mastering of this collection?

What drove her compassion?
JF: Doris was always a beautiful person and loved everyone. She was an
early advocate of the LGBTQ community. Her dear friend and band leader,
Page Cavanaugh, was one of the first gay musicians in Hollywood to “come
out.”
SL: Since Doris was a private figure and fairly reclusive in her later years
can you offer us a favorite story you have about her for our readers and
those who may be introduced to her for the first time when hearing With
Love?
According to Les Brown, Jr., “She really wasn’t reclusive. She was very
approachable. After she moved to Carmel she just didn’t want to leave her
animals so she stopped traveling and chose to stay at home. She would move
freely around Carmel and had many friends
there. If she was recognized by a fan she would
talk to them and was always friendly. I used
artistic license about her being my baby sitter
although I recently saw a picture of me with her
beside me shot for Down Beat magazine. She
would come backstage and play with her son
Terry and me but in reality her mother was really
the sitter.”
SL: What is your next project?
JF: For myself, at Hindsight, I have just started a
similar project with a Patti Page collection. Patti
also has an amazing voice and we will be adding
an orchestra to the original recordings.
31

Great Food + Great Wine = Boos Rock Winery

O

The Story Behind the Bottle | by len Dannelke

nce upon a time there was a guy named Bryon, who—even though
he had a full-time job running one of the country’s largest paint
production plants here in the Lehigh Valley—exhausted all of his
spare time following his passion and making wine in the basement of his
family’s home. The dream was of maybe someday owning his own winery.
Bryon invited neighbors and friends to come to his home weekly to help
make and drink wine in his basement. One could argue the level of quality of
the wine, but it was good enough and it made everyone happy who made and
drank it.
Unbeknownst to Bryon, his neighbor David—who had many businesses
of his own—was a huge wine connoisseur with a great love for the best
California Cabernets. David had always dreamed of one day owning a winery
and perhaps even moving to Napa Valley.
Every October large refrigerated trucks carrying grapes would come
to Bryon’s house to be made into wine, and right on cue all his friends
and neighbors would show up and the winemaking and celebrating would
ensue into the late hours of the night. One evening David looked over at his
neighbor’s house to see all the happiness & laughter & hijinks and decided
to find out for himself what the heck was going on over there. When Bryon
told David, “It’s cool, we’re just here making and drinking wine.” David said,
“I love wine, let’s try some.” As folklore has it, David was not impressed and
suggested making some really great wine together with the best grapes from
California and using only oak barrels.
So they started in Bryon’s basement with one American oak barrel and
some real quality grapes from California. At the first tasting of this new elixir
they had created, after only six months of fermentation, they danced in glee
in Bryon’s basement to celebrate what they had done. It was so good that they
invited their friends and neighbors over to taste it and when it became time to
bottle it a year and a half later, there was only half a barrel left.
Deciding they needed to produce more and get even higher quality grapes
and barrels, the winemaking duo went to a wine show in Lancaster. Arriving
at the registration table to sign in, the guy at the counter asked, “Well, what’s
your winery name?” They looked at each other said, “We don’t have one yet.”
So the guy looked at their names and combined their surnames—Boos and
Rothrock—and said, “Well, your name today is BOOS-ROCK Winery.” They
looked at each other and exclaimed, “BRILLIANT!” And the name stuck.
It was time to move out of the basement. Luckily, David’s family owned
a 6-acre parcel of land complete with a spring fed pond in Breinigsville, a
perfect fit for a winery and vineyard. They started in 2012 with one room
and 14 brand new French oak barrels and some amazing grapes from Napa
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Valley. The grapes were picked right off the vines and shipped across the
country in refrigerated tractor-trailers. Upon arrival, they were de-stemmed
and fermented with the best nutrients until the brix levels were prefect, then
pressed and fermented in the French oak barrels that were racked every 4
months. After 2 years the wine was put into stainless steel fermenters to settle
down for 6 more months before being bottled and left to rest for another 6
months before being released to the public. The results and feedback from
everyone was fantastic: The wine was amazing.
The new wine’s fans started to come up and volunteer on weekends, and
production continued to grow from 14 new French oak barrels to 30, then 50,
then 70, and now 100. They also expanded into different grapes and wines
like Merlot, Cab Franc, Super Tuscan Blend, Chardonnay, and even superior
sweet wines like Pink Catawba and Red Raspberry. But their passion is
California Cabernet Sauvignon and they’ve set out to make the best Cabernet
possible east of Napa Valley.
California grapes supplied by some of the finest vineyards in Napa, Lake
County and Mendocino are supplemented with purchases from such top
growers as Andy Beckstoffer. Today Boos-Rock Winery produces amazing
Cabernets from all different regions in California as they continue to perfect
the process and use only the best grapes, nutrients, and oak barrels available.
Boos-Rock, a private winery, is now open for sales, scheduled-in-advance
private tastings, and private events for Wine Club Members. The club boasts
multiple benefits without charging any annual fees. Their wine is also now
being sold in local restaurants and country clubs across the Lehigh Valley.
Not bad for a couple of guys in a basement eight short years ago with a
vision and a passion for great wine. Great fruit + Great Wine = Boos-Rock!

Rev. Beth Goudy

Brian Jones
interviews

l

Music & Worship Director, Metropolitan Community Church of the Lehigh Valley

Rev. Beth Goudy: Are you a Lehigh Valley native?
Brian Jones: I was born in the Lehigh Valley and moved to Virginia when I was
very young and spent part of my formative years in Richmond and moved back
here sometime near end of second grade.
RBG: When did you become interested in music?
BJ: I’ve always been musical. As a young kid, I went over to the piano one day
in church and tapped out the melody of one of the hymns we had sung that
morning. In the black church, once they figure out you have any musical talent,
you’re on that track forever. I started playing in earnest around seven years old
and started directing choirs around the age of ten. When soloists would not
show up for choir on Sunday mornings I eventually started singing more solos
and I realized people liked to hear me sing.
RBG: What churches did you attend in your younger years?
BJ: With my mother’s side of my family, my grandma Ruth was at St. James
AME in Allentown. My father’s side of the
family, my grandma Fanny in Richmond was at
Brian and Aldo
5th Baptist in Richmond. When we moved back
to the Lehigh Valley my mom started going to
New Beginnings Baptist Church.
RBG: How did you reconcile your faith and
being gay?
BJ: It was very interesting having been raised
in the black Baptist tradition but also having a
loving and supportive mother and grandparents.
Reconciling faith and my sexuality wasn’t
something I really dealt with until I left the
Baptist church. There is a dynamic that exists in
the black church in which if you are a member of
the black church and serving in a capacity and
helps to elevate a worship experience (like as a
soloist, instrumentalist, choir director) and you
happen to be gay there is a very good chance that
the pastor and leadership of the congregation
will knowingly look away. They will know you
are gay but because you’re providing something
they deem valuable, they will ignore you being
gay as long as you don’t bring attention to it.
Most of my time in serving in the black church
and in my formative years, I did not have issues
within the church regarding my sexuality. I did
not hear an anti-LGBT sermon or sentiment
until the election-year 2004, when there was a
tirade from the pulpit that was all about “family
values.” I made up my mind that day it was time
to make some changes. It took me three years to
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really step out.
RBG: You were involved in starting a Gay-Straight Alliance (GSA) at
Allentown High School, tell us about that.
BJ: I graduated from William Allen High School in 2002. In my junior year I
was really energized about creating a GSA. I was already a part of an LGBT
Youth Group at Valley Youth House but there wasn’t anything specifically
happening at Allen. I was at Borders Books in Whitehall and I found a book
about how to start a GSA. We needed an advisor and a space in the school. I
talked with a teacher, Patricia Morgan and she agreed to be an advisor. I started
getting push-back from the school.
RBG: What kind of form did that push-back come in?
BJ: I had to go and speak to counselors then the counselors wanted us to talk to
the vice principals and the vice principals wanted us to talk to the principal. We
went around-and-around for most of a semester. I reached out to Pennsylvania
Diversity Network and they were very willing
to help. After I graduated a GSA was formed at
Allen and continues to be facilitated there.
RBG: Tell us about meeting Steve Libby when
you were a teenager.
BJ: Steve Libby literally saved my life. Literally.
A couple of years before I tried to start the GSA,
my father passed away in 1999 and a couple of
months later I came out. Dealing with the weight
of losing my father, dealing with coming out
at the age of fourteen when there weren’t that
many openly LGBT people in school led me to a
place where I think a lot people end up and that’s
staring at the abyss of “do I want to be here or do
I not want to be?” I attempted to take my own
life and ended up in therapy on 4th & Walnut
Street. The therapist knew Steve Libby and
knew Steve was interested in starting an LGBTcentered youth group at Valley Youth House and
needed an impetus to start that group. A couple
of weeks later, Valley Youth House had a group
and myself and a couple other kids were there
for the first meeting. The first thing I remember
walking into that group was meeting Steve, him
with a smile and welcoming us to be who we
were, this was a safe space. He created a space
that my gay heart could thrive in and that group
grew. It met on Tuesday evenings there would
be times we had two or three people and there
would be times there would be up to fourteen
people. For many of us, Steve was a life saver.

Editor's note: I did not know this was part of the interview until reading it.
Twenty-ish years ago I knew I wanted to create a youth group and Brian was the
impetus for starting GLBT@VYH.
RBG: What are you up to these days musically?
BJ: I am the Music and Worship Director at MCCLV and I am the Music
Director for “Music 4 All,” which is a music collective that provides a space and
platform for progressive Christian artists to come and share their talent. I also
recently released a CD “Brian Jones: Revive Us.” The Facebook page for “Music
4 All” is facebook.com/jonesymusic.
RBG: What genre is “Brian Jones: Revive Us”?
BJ: It is a Christian music CD with a little bit of every style of Christian music,
it has inspirational, gospel, praise and worship, hymns. It’s a fairly eclectic CD.
RBG: Where can we stream or purchase your CD?
BJ: You can purchase it wherever music is streaming: GooglePlay, Apple
Music, Amazon Music, Spotify. Or you can message me BLJMusic4All@gmail.
com and I can get you a CD.
RBG: What are some queer spaces you inhabit these days?
BJ: Aside from my job at MCCLV, I don’t really have a queer space that I
inhabit. We’ve gained queer spaces, the college spaces, Bradbury-Sullivan
LGBT Community Center. I would say that for me as a gay, black man in the
LV it has been hard to find a space in which I can be my authentic self, where
my black self is fully celebrated along with my queer self. And I’m not entirely
sure how to fix that. I would love to see the LV LGBT community start thinking
about creating spaces that celebrate the entirety of the community.
RBG: What are three things you love about your husband Aldo?
BJ: I love the way he smiles, I love how compassionate he is and I love how

much his family matters to him.
RBG: How long have you been married?
BJ: We were legally married in November, 2016 and religiously married in
December, 2016.
RBG: MCCLV is a majority-LGBT congregation what are the challenges
and blessings in that?
BJ: The challenges for MCCLV I believe are the challenges that face the larger
LGBT community in the Lehigh Valley. It’s all so white. It is challenging for
MCCLV to look at issues beyond its own experience. Another challenge is for
MCCLV and the LGBT Community in the Lehigh Valley is to stop engaging in
comparative suffering. The blessing of MCCLV is that it is a community of faith
that is willing to examine itself and is willing to ask hard questions. Another
blessing of MCCLV is that you don’t have to put on a “church face.” As a music
director, one of the blessings is that MCCLV takes worship seriously.
RBG: What are some of the hidden gems of the Lehigh Valley?
BJ: Food: Jumbar’s in Bethlehem, Black Forest Deli in Bethlehem, Hummus
House in Allentown and The Bugery in Emmaus Trails. I don’t know how many
people know that Ironton Rail Trail exits, it’s a great 5.5 mile loop. It’s quiet, you
can think. I am an introvert so I like walking alone in nature.
RBG: What are some things you do for fun?
BJ: I’ve been a gamer for most of my life, mostly PC games when I was younger
and now I do platform games like PS4. I’m a Trekkie so I have encyclopedic
knowledge of useless information about Star Trek. I cook - my specialty is
Soul Food. I love reading political analysis or political history, a good murder
mystery, sci fi and adventure.

35

BennyVukaj
Benny tells us about NovusACS, their work to improve health awareness in
the LGBTQ community, and their Pride in the Poconos Celebration!
What is NovusACS?
NovusACS was designed to meet the needs of
sexually active adults providing high quality,
affordable, comprehensive and preventative
health care in the communities we serve. We are
dedicated to the continuous improvement in
services being provided to decrease health
disparities regardless of patient’s gender, sexual
identity, gender expression, sexual orientation or
patient’s ability to pay. We uphold a high standard of
patient care, working only with highly trained and
caring medical specialists.
NovusACS offers medical care and advocacy
for LGBTQ and other marginalized communities,
the centers offer free STI, HIV and Hepatitis C
screenings for anyone over the age of 13 years old,
as well as PEP, HIV & Hepatitis C Care.
What is your role at Novus and what are your
responsibilities?
I am the Community Relations & Marketing
Manager at NovusACS. I serve as the representative
and voice of the organization, speaking on behalf
of the company and advocating our mission
and services. I act as the link between the
organization and the people we aim to help. I build
and maintain meaningful relationships with the
communities we serve through publications, social
and print media, outreach, community organizing,
advocacy, events, and personal contacts. This can
range from helping a small set of individuals to
organizing a large-scale community-wide building
project. Through these efforts, creating awareness
about sexual health and the services we offer by
promoting its presence to the community through
marketing and advertising.
What has NovusACS been up too?
NovusACS, an LGBTQ-focused sexual health
center, has offices in Bethlehem, Stroudsburg,
and recently transitioned into its new locations in
Doylestown and Lehighton, PA.
This past year, NovusACS has opened a new office
in Doylestown, purchased a mobile testing unit and
closed on a new office in Lehighton, projecting to
open in March 2020. We performed over 10,000
testing encounters, identified and treated over
2000 cases of gonorrhea, chlamydia, syphilis,
HIV and Hepatitis C and we employ over 30 fulltime individuals.
NovusACS has donated over $20,000 to
local LGBTQ, HIV and other charities and provided
over $500,000.00 in free care to the community. We
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have big plans for next year that include opening
two additional offices, expanding the telemedicine
and Hepatitis C treatment programs, and partnering
with additional rehabilitation programs. 2020 is
going to be a good year!
How is NovusACS leading LGBTQ+ Health?
NovusACS strives to provide high-quality health
care in an environment of inclusivity and respect.
We understand that seeing a new health care
provider can be stressful, particularly if you are
concerned about being misunderstood or unfairly
and inappropriately judged. We value our patients
and understand that choosing us for care means
that you are entrusting us with your health and
well-being.
Our patients have a right to expect sensitive,
respectful, high-quality health care and we have
the responsibility and privilege of providing that
care. We encourage and provide training for our
staff on health care challenges encountered by our
sexual and gender diverse communities and are
always looking for ways to improve our systems and
communications so that we can better serve those
who seek care from us.
Does Novus have a Mobile Unit?
In the spirit of meeting people ‘where they’re at,’ our
mobile testing care unit aims to increase awareness
of sexual health in the communities we serve by
taking our services out of the centers and bringing
them closer to where people need them the most.
Our mobile unit provides our services to any
populations who might not otherwise have access
to them. We are thrilled to link up with many
regional agencies, organization and schools
to provide testing, education, and information
to break down social stigmas and to help prevent
and treat the spread of disease. If you would like to
collaborate with us for events and/or would like our
services at your establishment. Please contact our
Outreach Department at NovusACS.com.

A Program to Rapidly Test for Hepatitis
C in the Substance Abuse Population
Last year, NovusACS launched its Hepatitis
C Testing Program in the Addiction Recovery
Community! Our team travels around Northeastern
Pennsylvania doing “RAPID”, Hep C testing at
Methadone, Suboxone, Pain Management, In/
Outpatient Rehabilitation Centers, Transitional
Housing, addiction community events and
other clinics/organizations of addiction recovery

community! Our team specializes in meeting
people where they are and teaching risk-reduction
techniques so they do not re-infect themselves or
others. For those testing positive for hepatitis C, we
invite them into one of our locations to link up for
care and treatment. We customize specific treatment
plans that fit everyone’s lifestyle and schedule!
If you, or anyone you know, has Hep C, think
they may be positive, or are unsure of their Hep C
status, give us a call or stop on by any one of our
office for FREE Hep C screening! Always know
your status!
What is the Patient Assistance Program at Novus?
When you purchase your HIV and PrEP medications
through NovusACS, you help the community. This
is because of a federal drug discount program
called 340B. The 340B program helps stretch
scarce healthcare services to benefit underserved
communities. There are no changes in the cost of
the medication to you or your insurance company.
If you receive testing services at NovusACS you are
eligible to participate.

Pocono Pride Festival
PRIDE in the Poconos Celebration is an initiative
started by NovusACS, The LGBTQ+ Business
Council of the Pocono Chamber and local
community leaders. This is an opportunity
to champion inclusion and wellness for
the LGBTQAI+ community and allies in Monroe
County and surrounding areas. This fun day in the
heart of Stroudsburg, has music, live entertainment,
crafts, children’s activities, a teen space, food
trucks, and more! Local drag Queens and DJ’s
will provide all-day entertainment. Resource tables
will provide tools and information for staying well.
Come celebrate our community’s effort on June 7th,
12 pm-5 pm to build a connected, supportive, and
well Poconos for all!
In addition to The Pocono Pride Festival, Novus
has launched, The Pocono Pride Health & Wellness
program with the support of Gilead Sciences. This
program encourages sexual wellbeing and awareness
by providing education, support, and resources for
the community. Our goal is to empower people to
make informed decisions regarding their sexual
health and to encourage a responsible foundation
upon which they can successfully build throughout
their adult lives.

Charles
Sanchez
from

T

Merce

he show’s writer, producer and star discusses the awardwinning HIV+ musical comedy web series, Merce!, as it
returns for its second hilarious season.
Beloved for its MGM classic film ethos mixed with its potty
mouth flair, the second season of Merce! features eight new
episodes, each with its own elaborately choreographed original
musical number. All of the series’ favorite characters are back,
too, including the outrageous Southern Mama, the fabulous
fairies and, of course, the loveable Merce who refuses to be
defined by his HIV+ status. While still rip-roaring funny, season
2 also touches on hot button topics impacting today’s HIV
community including PrEP, slut shaming, and gay marriage.

Stephen Libby:
Congratulations on a second
season of Merce! Without
giving away too much what
are some of the topics we can
expect to see for this new
season?
Charles Sanchez: Well, the first
thing you can expect is hilarity!
We’re a more is more kinda
show, so if a trip is funny, a trip,
tumble and fall is funnier! But we
also tackle issues this season like
secondary conditions to HIV, serodiscordant relationships, PrEP, U equals U,
slut shaming, and gay marriage. One of the major themes in Merce is to be true
to who you are, and not apologize for that fabulous identity.
SL: What are the challenges and/or rewards of a musical web series?
CS: There are both amazing challenges and amazing rewards to making a
musical series. The challenges are that every musical moment takes a lot of
collaborators and steps to make that magic happen. First there’s the concept of
the song, then the composer takes that idea and expands on it to create a song.
Then the performers rehearse and the choreographer stages it. The composer
or arranger creates the musical tracks and the performers go into the studio to
record the vocals. After that, we film the song, and then it’s edited. It’s so much
more than just doing a scene! But with a musical, it gives us license to really be
broad and crazy, and explore emotions with music.
SL: Who are your heroes?
CS: I have a lot of heroes. Ethel Merman, Elaine Stritch, Judy Garland. OMG,
I sound so gay! Well, I like penises too. Anyway, Paul Lynde, Liberace, anyone
who’s big and bold and authentic, and not afraid to be as big as life.
I also have heroes in the HIV community. Long term survivors are heroes.
Anyone who is not afraid to stand up and say that they’re living with HIV and
not ashamed of it. People who are caring for and supporting people living with
HIV and fighting to stop the epidemic.
And this might sound cheesy, but my family. My Mom, especially. No one has
taught me more about forgiveness, love, rolling with the punches, and finding
a laugh through it all than her.
SL: What is like being HIV+ in 2020? Do you feel loved, targeted,
supported, ostracized...?
CS: Living with HIV is no picnic, but it’s not a tragedy either. I know that
for a lot of people, it’s a very difficult thing to live with, and there is a lot of
stigma surrounding HIV. That’s one of the reasons we created Merce, is to try
to combat that stigma. I’m lucky. I live in New York City and have great access
to healthcare and friends, I have a lot of support. My family is amazing. That
doesn’t mean I don’t still experience prejudice. I met someone on a dating
app a few weeks ago, someone my age, educated, and charming, and he get
extremely panicky when he realized I was living with HIV. He was stuck in
his memories of the 80’s and 90’s and couldn’t handle the fact that there was
nothing scary about my HIV. His reaction made me sad and disappointed. It
always shocks me when something like that happens in this day and age, and
with all the advances in HIV treatments and PrEP and all. It just tells me that
we as HIV advocates still have a lot of work to do. That’s one of the reasons
for shows like Merce, to try to change peoples’ minds about what they think
of when they think of someone living with HIV. As someone who is living
healthfully with the virus, my attitude is key. I try not to let the assholes get
me down, keep my chin up, and remember that HIV doesn’t define me or
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diminish my fabulousness!
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Cecilio Asuncion

Cecilio Asuncion
Cecilio Asuncion takes a break to discuss the first ever worldwide transgender fashion model search.

S

lay Model Management, the world’s first Transgender exclusive

Stephen Libby: Wow! The first ever transgender fashion model search!

model agency, has announced it will host its first ever Model Search

How awesome is that?! What does it feel like to read those words?

on February 15, 2020 at One Culver in Los Angeles. “We are looking

Cecilio Asuncion: It feels good to hear those words, not just because this

for star quality,” says Cecilio Asuncion, the founder and director of Slay

is the first in the US, but because it’s about time. It’s something refreshing

Model Management. “It takes more than beauty to be a top model. It

to hear!

takes determination, a healthy outlook, and a visceral understanding that

SL: What brought you to where you are right now?

she is a model first, and a Trans woman second.” Slay Model Management

CA: I was shooting a documentary in San Francisco about trans women

models have appeared in campaigns for Eva Mendes for NY and Co., Nikita

and thought about my new friends I thought why aren’t they getting

Dragun cosmetics, Katy Perry Fragrance: Indi, Elle Magazine, Truvada

booked? So I decided to take action and be a part of trans people being

and on TV in FX’s Pose, Law &amp; Order: Special Victims Unit, Project

hired in the very temperamental world of fashion.

Runway and Netflix’s upcoming show, Next in Fashion. Even the agency

SL: What are things you are looking for in the contestants?

has gained notoriety. The Oxygen-TV

CA: We are looking for someone who can bring it, who will come in ready

series, Strut, executive produced

to shoot and has a sense of self. A Slay girl is confident in who she is and

by Whoopi Goldberg, was built
around the agency and showcased
the challenges its models faced

is OK with that shine!
SL: What do you hope people will take away from the search?
CA: We hope that people will walk away with the understanding

in the fashion industry, fighting

that these women can work it, and they

to overcome gender and beauty

can work. What I hope people walk
away with is that yes they are trans
and yes they are models. Great
ones!

Photo by Alexus Hunley

stereotypes.
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RAINBOW MOUNTAIN RESORT
Owner Vaibhav Patel discusses Rainbow Mountain’s new Community Care Initiative.
Stephen Libby: What made you want to start a
Community Care Initiative?
Vaibhav Patel: A few months after we took ownership
we learned a lot about the LGBT community and the
challenges they face in daily life. My partner and I come
from very modest backgrounds and are successful now
with God’s blessing and the hard work we were taught
as children. We are thankful and always wanted to do
something to give back to society. Soon after, we found real
community who are in need and we can help. So we started
this initiative.
SL: What does that look like for the community?
VP: The community can really take advantage of this
program. Those who are fortunate can help by being part
of this. And those who are in need always know our doors
are open for them when all other doors look closed to them. We are focused
on issues which we have learned are common in the LGBT community. As
resources permit we will expand this program.
SL: What can people do to help?
VP: People can volunteer to lessen our administrative burden. They can help
spread the word and let other people in the community know about the program
so we can help those who are in need. People who buy rooms can donate. We
keep full accountability and transparency. They can host events under this
program at Rainbow Resort. We will not charge them anything as long as events
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are helping such good causes or helping other good work
for the community.
SL: You have owned RMR for about a year. What have
been some of the challenges and what are some of the
rewards?
VP: After one year of ownership we see rewards only. We've
gotten to know the beautiful and loving community. Our
mission in life is to bring the rainbow back to Rainbow
Mountain Resort. We have heard lots of beautiful stories
of its glorious days past. We are committed to bringing
back that glory. After hearing of challenges in a few of my
employees' and customers' lives, my definition of challenge
has changed. Now we see challenges as an opportunity —
an opportunity to help as many as possible.
SL: What is the future of the Initiative as you see it?
VP: We see a very bright future. We believe in Karma. If you do good Karma
good Karma comes back. We spoke to a few of our customers and other good
people we know and everyone is very positive about it. This summer we will
be approaching many groups who do similar initiatives, and I am sure we will
have their support. If everything goes as planned, in the future we will have a
dedicated team working on this project for the community. And I am sure we
can make a difference and help those who are in real need. As of December
2019, we have donated a total of 37 room nights under this program in 2 months
totaling $4,400 worth of revenue.

The Rainbow Mountain team
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