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Editor’s Note

Contact us at lvgayjournal@gmail.com, or 
Gaugler-Libby, LLC 
PO Box 421
Stockertown, PA 18083

like us on FB and visit our website:
www.thegayjournal.net

The opinions and views expressed by our contributors are not 
necessarily that of The Gay Journal, Gaugler-Libby, LLC or our 

Jason Leonhard recently graduated from Muhlenberg College with a BA 
in music composition and media & communications. He currently works 
as Marketing & Communications Manager for Urbanity Dance in Boston, 
MA. In his free time, he writes music, performs stand-up, and ignores 
Stephen’s editing notez.

Lenora Dannelke is an independent journalist who covers food, travel or 
anything fun. She lives in Old Allentown and loves a good Bloody Mary. She 
is owned by a 12-year-old rescued boxer named Scoobie. Look for her most 
Saturday afternoons at the Allentown Farmer’s Market.

Corinne Goodwin serves as the Webmaster and social coordinator for 
Lehigh Valley Transgender Renaissance, a support group for transgender 
individuals that serves the Lehigh Valley and surrounding counties. After 
serving in executive capacities for Fortune 50 companies she started her own 
consulting firm in 2010. If you see her out and about be sure to say hello! 

Carol Stevens and Beth Goudy were religiously married in 2007 and legally 
married in 2009 in Beth’s home state of Iowa. They love movies, cooking 
and being spiritual nerds. Beth pastors Metropolitan Community Church of 
the Lehigh Valley. Carol is an OBGYN nurse at St. Luke’s University Health 
Network and is a certified Faith Community Nurse.

Ariel Torres (He/Him/His)  is a longtime leader in the Lehigh Valley drag 
community and has experience engaging volunteers in support of numerous 
LGBT non-profits.  Ariel performs across Pennsylvania as Elektra Fearce 
St. James and has received numerous drag titles including, Miss Gay 
Pennsylvania America (2009) & Miss Stonewall (2009). Ariel  is now the 
Pride Programs Manager for Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community Center.

When Gary Gaugler, Jr isn’t saving the world at his office job, he enjoys 
writing his book series and playing video games.  His passions include cats, 
shenanigans, and weekend cocktails (though perhaps not in that order).  He 
resides in Allentown with his husband, Steve.

Liz Bradbury is the Director of the Training Institute of the Bradbury-
Sullivan LGBT Community Center and has been an activist since she ran 
an LGBT committee in grad school in 1979. She’s written over 400 published 
articles on LGBT issues, and is the national award winning author of the 
lesbian detective novels: The Maggie Gale Mysteries. 

Offering new ideas on modern wedding photography, Dustin Weiss offers 
an editorial approach to capturing weddings. Custom creativity is added 
to our photographs. Fine-tuning each image… Treating every photo, every 
moment, every memory like the wonderful work of art they are!

Nehmias Nunez and The Salon crew: In addition to their regular full time 
employment at The Salon, this crew helps bring the fun, sass, and talent 
to all of our photoshoots while making everyone feel even more beautiful 
than they already are. They are even on top of their game at 8:00 on Sunday 
mornings!

Carina Clemens is a stylist with over 20 years of experience. She loves 
taking care of the LGBT community when it comes to making sure they are 
welcome in her chair. You can find Carina at The Salon.

Annie Diaz (she/her) is a Puerto Rican documentary and fiction filmmaker 
based in Lancaster, PA.  Her work focuses on telling stories of communities 
of the historically disadvantaged with the intention to nuance conversations 
regarding their social and political issues. 

Zakkery Rome is the current Visual and Film Arts Coordinator, as well as the 
Supportive Services Coordinator at Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community 
Center. He earned his Bachelor of Arts in English Literature and a Minor in 
Philosophy from East Stroudsburg University of Pennsylvania, where he got 
his start in queer advocacy work as President of the LGBTQA organization 
and as a Student Worker at the LGBTQA Program Center.
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  Happy Autumn and welcome to 
issue 17!
     I am so exited about this issue! In 
large part because of my life long love 
of The Wizard of Oz (Gary Gaugler Jr’s 
interview with author Dee Michel). 
We made a yearly pilgrimage to my 
great grandmother’s house to watch 
it on her color television. (This is the 
same house where I realized that my 

sisters Ken dolls liked to spend time with my GI Joe dolls). As the 
shine of Oz was waning along came Divine in Pink Flamingoes. 
Seriously?! A grown man dressed as a woman just ate dog poop...
ohhhhh shit! What other celluloid treasures were waiting for me? 
 As we start our fifth year of publishing I want to thank all of our 
contributors. I appreciate your talent, commitment and dedication. 
It has been an honor to share your work. And a heartfelt thank you 
to our fabulous advertisers! Without them you’d be looking at your 
bare hands or blank screens. And thank you to all of the people who 
pick up a physical copy or check us out at thegayjournal.net  Please 
reach out and let us know what you want to read about. 
 A personal heartbreak as we were going to press. This issue 
is dedicated to our 19 year old handsome boy, Puppy the cat. It’s 
only fitting as he was usually by my side while I was editing every 
issue (many weekend mornings he was really just waiting for me 
to finish my cereal so he could have the milk, but commitment is 
commitment). He was my buddy for 6 years and then quickly adopted 
Gary as his dad for his remaining 13 years. Their personalities are 
sooo similar. Apparently I have a type. The rainbow bridge is a 
richer place today as Puppy joins all of your dearly departed pets to 
run, sniff butts and get stoned on cat nip. RIP buddy! I only hope we 
gave you half as much joy as you gave our family. 
 Go out there and love each other!

Steve
Editor-in-chief
lvgayjournal@gmail.com
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Understanding the Health Needs of the LGBTQ Community

For more information & locations visit NovusACS.com

11 Duane Rd. Doylestown, PA 18901
NovusACS
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• This year WorldPride 2019 was in New York City from June 26 - June 30, in a major celebration that coincided 
with the 50th Anniversary of the Stonewall Rebellion. The Stonewall Rebellion in 1969 is considered by many 
to be the flashpoint beginning of the LGBTQ civil rights movement. 
• Brilliant gay activist Frank Kameny, realized that the Stonewall Uprising had energized the LGBTQA 
community, so in 1970 he organized a march on the 1st anniversary of the uprising as a current and future 
focal point for activism. 
• WorldPride NYC Stonewall50  (June 26 - 30, 2019) was the largest International LGBTQ event in History, 
and it may never be topped!
• It’s the 1st time WorldPride has ever happened in the US. (Next year: Copenhagen.)
• 4.5 million people attended WorldPride NYC Stonewall 50! 
• 5th Ave was 6 people or more deep on both sides of the entire parade route. Every NYC street was crammed 
with Q! There was no direction you could look without seeing 1000s of people wearing rainbows. It was 
really really hard to find a person who could have passed as straight. 
• The opening ceremony was at the 

Barclays Center in Brooklyn on June 26. Cindy Lauper performed.
• The largest event was the Heritage Parade with at least 150,000 people marching on Sunday, 
June, 30. It started at noon and groups were still marching after midnight from 23rd St. down 
5th Ave into the Village, passed the Stonewall Inn and the AIDS Memorial, then went back up 
7th to 24th. Below 42nd Street all streets in midtown were closed to traffic. 
• 1000s of organizations, businesses, officials, groups representing dozens of other countries, 
large and small, most of the US states, and loads of sponsors marched in groups in the Heritage 
Parade. 
• Heritage Parade Grand Marshals and Leaders included: Governor of NY Andrew 
Cuomo,  Mayor of NYC Bill de Blasio, and dozens of elected officials, and also the cast of 
POSE… and perhaps more importantly LGBTQ seniors who were actually at the Stonewall 
Rebellion. And, of course, the parade was also led by hundreds of Dykes on Bikes and other 

Queer women’s motorcycle groups. 
• There were two Moments of Silence to remember and honor those we have lost to violence and 
AIDS.
• June 28th also featured the 25th annual Drag Parade. Activist group Gays Against Guns gathered 
at Washington Square on June 28, with the “49 Human Beings” procession to honor the victims of 
the 2016 Pulse Nightclub massacre. Those killed in massacre were represented by people dressed as 
angels, each holding a photo and the name of a victim. Still makes our hearts hurt. 
• Earlier on June 30, the Queer Liberation March and Rally celebrated our historic civil rights 
successes while committing to address the ongoing struggles in the U.S. and throughout the world 
of LGBTQ people, especially those who are marginalized. Unlike the Heritage Parade, the Queer 
Liberation March refused participation by corporate sponsors. Organizers were especially critical 
of sponsors who paid to be in the Heritage Parade but are also are on record as contributing to 
conservative elected officials who voted against the pro-LGBTQ rights Equality Act.  
• Closing ceremonies at 42nd street were hosted by Margaret Cho. They featured Melissa Etheridge 
and the cast of The Prom. Also performing at various time were Madonna, Lizzo, Billy Porter, Bette 
Midler, Alicia Keys, Lady Gaga and many others all over the City, including our own Carol Ann and 
Sharon Ann. 

WorldPride|Stonewall 50
A Recap in Facts and Observations

Facts
Group from Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community Center

outside our hotel on 23rd St. Photo by Ariel Torres

Group from Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community Cen-
ter outside our hotel on 23rd St. Photo by Ariel Torres

150,000 people marched in the 13 hour Heritage Parade on June 30

Senior LGBTQ leaders who were actually at the Stonewall 
Rebellion in 1969 - Philly Gay New publisher Mark Segal who 
was part of the rebellion is in the middle in the blue shirt.

by Liz Bradbury
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• Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community Center organized a bus and hotel room op for 
folks that wanted to go to this once in a life-time event. Special thanks to Ariel Torres 
- Pride Programs Manager, as excursion guide and handler of all the details! See our 
group photo.
• Trish and I have attended other enormous earth-shaking LGBT events likes the LGBT 
marches on Washington in 1987 and in 1993, and the colossal 25 year Stonewall An-
niversary. But this was 4 times bigger — it was awe-inspiring and it gave us hope. And 
there’s nothing we need more of right now. 
• The crowds were so dense that we were actually carried along in a sea of fabulous 
humanity on more than one occasion. Yet when someone bumped into us, and that 
happened a lot, people were extremely sweet and nice, and apologized profusely. Lots 
of other people reported this gentle behavior as well. Everyone seemed so upbeat, nice, 
and …gay (as it were)!
• There were many police officers there for security and though they were nice enough, 
they had no idea about the event, directions, where the parade was going, or even where 
Christopher Street was (where the Stonewall is), when they were only a block from it. 
• I didn’t see a single woman police officer who wasn’t gorgeous and a bit butch! Do they 

have some kind of a rule or something? And it’s not because of the uniform, I could take or leave that. But still…I want a calendar! 
• I admit the day was tiring. Once in the City, Trish and I walked nearly 12 miles, and it was pretty warm. As the day went on, fewer and fewer “senior” folks 
like us were still walking around. There were indeed 10s of thousands of LGBTQ older 
adults, but you can see by the photos that more people were on the younger side as the 
day progressed.
• I hope every Queer person looking for a partner came to this. If not, you missed being 
able to scan 4.5 million people through some kind of hook-up app. There were so many 
LGBTQ people there, someone could make a 7 season reality TV show, ala the Love Boat. 
Undoubtedly at least 100 couples there met somehow, fell in love, and will be together for 
the rest of their lives.
• When an extra 4.5 million people hit the streets, garbage collects fast and soon there 
were small mountains of trash all over the place. But NYC is not only miraculous, it is used 
to giant crowds. By the morning the trash in the streets was gone. 
• We saw zero anti-LGBT protesters. 
• We saw no people who were drunk, freaking out, yelling at anyone, or crying, though I 
did hear a lot of people singing.
• The weather was perfect.
• The Pride Festival part of this event featured booths and small music venues in several 
blocks on 4th Ave. below Union Square. Apparently the booths were so expensive most-
ly only major corporate sponsors were in them, which made them kind of dull. Several 
people from our group told me they felt our Lehigh Valley Pride Festival does a much better job with informational booths, small businesses, and supportive 
organizations.

• Oh, and get this…The far-right is outraged!...an interesting tid-bit of far-right nut-
tiness: There was a huge Oreos booth giving away 30-cookie packages, and though 
Nabisco is not my fav international conglomerate, hey, free cookies. Late in the day, 
we still got handed a package each. It was great that a lot of younger people who 
couldn’t afford a $12 hamburger, were just handed a major free snack. Plus the pink, 
blue, or purple packages said: Cookies, like love, are meant for sharing, and  “Share 
your pronouns with Pride  he/his  her/hers  they/ theirs.” Oreo is only giving them 
out at Pride Festivals. They must have literally had more than a million packages to 
give out. So... the far right is outraged that Oreo would give out free cookies saying 
“Share your pronouns with Pride” to what might be  “impressionable young people” 
(at a Pride Festival). As one FB friend wrote — Package of Cookies: Value $3. Piss-
ing off the far right: Priceless!

Observations

The cast of Pose hosted the parade.

Be sure to read how we pissed off the Far-RIght by receiving Oreo cookies

World Pride comprises organizations from all around the world. Dozens of groups clad in 
rainbows, with flags of of their nations walked at the beginning of the parade. 7



A s those who are acquainted with me know, I am a private business owner who works from home.  But prior 
to starting my business and more importantly – prior to my transition to living in my true gender, I worked 
for some of the largest corporations in the country as a Senior Executive.

 Those roles required that I travel.  A lot.  Some years I was on the road well in excess of 75% of the time and 
when I wasn’t traveling, I commuted up to 2 hours each way to and from my office.  I had platinum status at Marriott 
and Sheraton and was frequently able to take advantage of free upgrades and the other perks that come with being 
a frequent flyer that logged 100,000 miles a year.   But, as any frequent traveler will tell you, there is nothing 
glamorous about being a road warrior and I am glad that I left that life behind 2010.
 Now, I spend 98% of my work time sitting in front of a computer in my home office running my instructional 
design firm.  My days are filled with email, conference calls, and courseware development.  My daily commute is 
approximately 100 feet and involves zero stop-and-go traffic.  
 When I travel now it is usually for pleasure.  This may involve driving or taking the bus into New York to see a 
show.  Other times it might involve flying across the country or across the globe for an extended vacation.   

The Stress of Traveling While Trans
 There has been one other major change that has affected my travel.  Since leaving the corporate life behind, I 
have now transitioned to my true gender.  Yet, at 5’11”, 230lbs, and with a baritone voice, I know that I don’t “pass” 
as a natal woman.  There is no denying who or what I am.  Therefore, for better or worse, I simply must “own it.”
 Traveling as a transgender person takes what is already a stressful and unpleasant experience and magnifies the 
personal discomfort significantly.  Consider the following:
 In many cases, our identification does not match our presentation.  That means that we often have to 
explain ourselves to ticket agents, TSA agents, gate personnel and flight crews – many of whom misgender us - in 
environments where lots of other people can clearly overhear the conversation as we out ourselves publicly.
 Trans women and men often wear prosthesis to help them deal with gender dysphoria.  Unfortunately, the 
full-body scanners used at major airports identify these items as anomalies and that results in embarrassing body 
searches by TSA agents.  During these searches, the agents touch us in highly intimate areas, and we must explain 
why we are wearing these items.  Again, this happens in full public view and within earshot of other passengers.
 Trans women and men often pack intimate items in their carry-on luggage.  For example, the dilators that trans 
women who have had bottom surgery use to ensure proper healing look like large bottles of shampoo in a TSA 
X-ray.  That means our suitcases get opened in public and these items are pulled out and inspected for all to see.  
 While traveling, Trans people may not know who they are going to be sitting next to on a plane, train or bus.  
Stories where passengers get angry and upset about having to sit next to a trans person are not uncommon.  At the 
very least, these circumstances are disconcerting, but they can also imperil our safety when we are stuck inside a 
moving bus, train or plane with no safe exit.
 Transgender and LGBTQ rights and acceptance vary widely from country-to-country, state-to-state, and 
town-to-town.  As a result, trans people are almost always on high alert when they travel.  They may avoid certain 
locations altogether and even in so-called trans-friendly locales they always have an exit strategy.   This can make 
even a vacation trip highly stressful.
 When you take these and other issues into account, it is no wonder that many trans people – including myself 
–are reticent to travel.
 So, with all those stressors, why do I travel?  The answer is simple…  I want to see the world and I want to visit 
with friends and family.  Plus, I have every right to do so and if I do not assert those rights, I am in danger of losing 
them.  
 But there is another reason.  I know by being seen that I can influence hearts and minds.  Here are two examples:

Making A Connection in Appalachia
 This past February I took a trip to visit my brother in Tennessee.  He lives in the middle of the Bible 
Belt in the back woods on top of a mountain.  It is very rural, and the nearest town is 30 minutes away.  
The town consists of a post-office, a grocery store, a couple of consignment shops, a gun shop, about 20 
evangelical churches and an ice cream parlor/diner.  As a trans person and who prefers a more diverse 
and urban environment, I was on pins and needles – especially when he wanted to take us to town for a 
tour and some ice cream.

traveling
while
trans
by Cor r ine Goodwin
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 While standing in line at the ice cream shop, I kept getting uncomfortable 
stares from one of the workers who even pointed me out to a coworker.  
Feeling uncomfortable and expecting potential trouble, my senses went on 
high alert and I started thinking about the best way to exit without causing a 
scene as the line inched forward.
 When I got to the front of the line, I gave my order and expected the 
worst.  The server gave me another once over and then leaned-in to tell me 
something.  In a whisper she said, “I have never seen one of you before.”  My 
reply was to say something like “Well it is my pleasure to meet you, my name 
is Corinne.”  She then stood tall and replied “My name is Denise and mint 
chip is my favorite ice cream too.  I hope you enjoy our town.”
 Here I was, deathly afraid that I was going to be singled-out in unfriendly 
territory.  Instead, I found someone who had an open mind and common 
interests.  

Sending A Signal on The High Seas
My wife and I recently returned from a cruise in Europe.  One of the things 
my wife and I love about cruising is that we get to meet, eat dinner with, and 
get to know new people over the course of a week.  
 On this trip two of our table mates were a charming, elderly Scottish 
couple.  We hit it off right away and enjoyed sharing stories about our daily 
activities, our families, our work, and our homes.  
 Eventually and perhaps inevitably, conversations ultimately turned to 
politics, Brexit, Trump, nativism and religion.  Topics that I usually try to 
avoid in convivial social settings.  Everyone at the table was civil, but these 

topics can be problematic.
 On the last evening of the cruise our Scottish friends asked if it was true 
that some healthcare providers were now allowed to refuse care to certain 
people.  I replied “yes – especially people like me.”
 Things got quiet for a few minutes when they asked if certain churches 
in the United States had recently voted to exclude LGBTQ people from full 
participation.  I again replied “Yes.”  
 That’s when they told me that their Scottish church was having a debate 
and an election about LGBTQ inclusion in the near future.  Maureen, the 
wife, said that they had been unsure about how to vote until a few days earlier 
after they had spent a couple of evenings with us.  She said that in their view, 
placing a trans woman and her spouse at their table was a “sign from God” 
that LGBTQ people should be included and they were now going to vote for 
inclusion.

Visibility Wins
 I make no claims about being a tool of divine intervention, but I will say 
that everywhere LGBTQ people go we can change hearts and minds.
 We also get to visit some interesting places, meet some great people, and 
– if we manage our stressors – have a lot of fun along the way.  So, hold your 
head up.  Walk with pride.  And get out there!
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denying who
or what i am.
Therefore, for
better or worse,
i simply must

own it.         

“

”
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Liam Neeson once said “movies have a lot of power for social change.” That’s why Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community Center is so proud 
to screen LGBT films right here in the Lehigh Valley that otherwise might not be seen.  Our Reel Queer Film Series provides free monthly 

screenings of independent, arthouse, and documentary films about diverse issues and people in the LGBT community. After each screening, 
we host an educational talk-back, often with faculty from local colleges, and there’s always a dessert reception to make new friends and talk 
more about the films. All film screenings take place at Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community Center, 522 W Maple St., at Bayard Rustin Way, 
Allentown, PA 18101.

THE REEL QUEER FILM SERIES
ZAKKERY ROME, VISUAL AND FILM ARTS COORDINATORBRADBURY-SULLIVAN LGBT COMMUNITY CENTER

S e p t e m b e r
I  am  d ivin e

A biographical portrait of Harris Glenn Milstead, a.k.a. Divine, and 
honors him in just the way he always craved. Divine’s entire story is 
told, from his early days as a misfit youth in Baltimore through his 
rise to infamy as a cult superstar. Like the characters he portrayed in 
numerous films, Divine was the ultimate outsider. September 5, 6:30 

p.m.

o c t o b e r
wild nights with emily

Emily Dickinson is writing prolifically, baking gingerbread, and 
enjoying a passionate, romantic relationship with another woman, 
her friend and sister-in-law Susan...yes this is the iconic American 
poet, popularly thought to have been a recluse. Beloved comic Molly 
Shannon leads in this humorous yet bold reappraisal of Dickinson, 

informed by her private letters. October 10, 6:30 p.m.

December
buddies

When 25 year-old gay yuppie David volunteers to be a “buddy” to an 
AIDS patient, the gay community center assigns him to Robert, a 32 
year-old politically impassioned gay California gardener abandoned 

by his friends and lovers. December 19, 6:30 p.m.

Nove m b e r
da rk and love ly,  soft an d free
Follows a network of queer hairstylists and their friends through small 
towns, rural areas, and urban peripheries in South Africa. A project of 
the Gay and Lesbian Archives of South Africa, the 2000 film was linked 
to co-director Graeme Reid’s doctoral research on hair salons as gay 

social and cultural spaces. November 14, 6:30 p.m.
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1919



LGBT SMOKE FREE
Living proudly. 
Living longer.

For help quitting smoking, visit 
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Gay Owned
and OperatedEaston  |  610-258-3909 

3770 Dryland Way • Wegman’s Plaza

 Allentown  |  610-841-8882
750 N Krocks Rd • Hamilton Crossings Shopping Center

Rellieve mmmuscclllee discommfffoort • IIImproove  
circculattion • SSignnatuure gglide tto avooid  

marrkkkss on youurrr sskin

TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRYYYYYY OOOOOOOUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUURRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNEEEEEEEEWWWWWWWWWWWW

DECOMPRESSION
        THERAPY

Enhance your 
massage with

Enjoy the power of nature 
with our NEW CBD Massage

By combining the finest 
CCBD infused massage oil, 

wwith the massage service 
yyyyyyoouuu already love, you will 

eeeeeeeeexxxxxxxxpppppppppppppppeeeeeerrrrriiiiieeeence a new level of 
rrrreeeellliieeefff aand relaxation.

Rates and services may vary by location.Independently Owned & Operated. ©2019 Hand & Stone Corp. Franchises Available.







Community, an exciting new audio LGBTQ drama podcast, is premiering on Spotify 
this month. Ripped from today’s headlines, season 1 of the twelve-part serialized drama 
chronicles a fictional shooting that unfolds inside a gay nightclub. Written and directed 
by Jack Tracy, the first episode is available now on Spotify.

Stephen Libby: Hi Jack. Congratulations and I’m happy to see someone is bringing 
back the TV comedy, Community, starring Chevy Chase and Joel McHale! 
Jack Tracy: Ha!  I loved that show!
SL: Ok, so this isn’t that Community. Your Community takes place inside an LGBT 
nightclub during a shooting. Is it too soon after Pulse for a podcast to fictionalize 
this kind of an event? 
As to “too soon” -- absolutely not.  “Too soon” is the Republican strategy for making 
sure that we don’t talk about taking action against tragedies caused by gun violence 
after the tragedy happens so that hopefully the news cycle turns and we move on.   
Because when we’re in the heat of it, we act.  And they don’t want that.  It’s the same as 
“thoughts and prayers” to me.  We talk about it now, when it’s difficult, when it hurts, 
so that we do something about it.   In fact, I want people who hear this to feel like 
Pulse happened yesterday, so they act with the same urgency.  Because gun violence did 
happen yesterday, and it will happen tomorrow, and every day in this country until we 
finally force our politicians into action.  And that means we need to be activated again.  
So if this podcast activates even 1 person, I’ve done my job.
SL: What do you hope listeners take away from Community?  
JT: I wanted to show LGBTQ characters self-segregating themselves, arguing amongst 
themselves about any and everything, but ultimately coming together in the face of an 
outside threat. The straights seem to think that all the Ls and the Gs and the Bs and 
the Ts and the Qs all socialize together and have some holistic combined agenda. And 
we don’t.  For instance, too many white cis Gs are happy to not get involved with the 
problems of Ts because they can get married now, even if the Ts have always been at the 
forefront of LGBTQ activism. I wanted a show that reminded our commonly divisive 

and increasingly intersectional community that when we are attacked from the outside, 
it’s as a community. They don’t see the divisions we create between ourselves. We’re 
just one “other” to them.  And so that’s how we need to respond. An attack against one 
is an attack against all.
SL: What topics would you consider taking on in season two?  
JT: Well right now we have the first half of season 1 ready to go. The first episode is up 
now exclusively on Spotify as an early listen just for Pride month, and the next five start 
dropping in July. We’ll meet later this summer to record the final six episodes. After 
that, I’d love for Community to be an anthology series.  New characters in a new setting 
dealing with another hot topic issue with broader relevance, told through the LGBTQ 
lens. We’ll see what that is when it’s time, because the news changes so fast these days.
SL: With Necessary Outlet, you have produced podcasts, recorded albums and your 
film, Snowflake, is playing the film festival circuit. How dare you do everything! 
Who do you think you are, Liza Minnelli? Or Donald Glover?  Do I dare ask, what 
do you want to do next?  
JT: Well my sophomore album “For You” is coming later this year complete with a full 
visual album. We’re half way through filming right now. After that, I’m going to take a 
month or two to do some more writing but I have ideas for a social media based series, 
a new movie and a children’s book I need to figure out how to illustrate. My most 
successful project, History, just finished its third season and I’m currently deciding 
whether we should all get back together for season 4.
SL: What has been your biggest thrill as an entertainer/producer?  
JT: I suffer from that disease where I’m never satisfied by anything and every 
accomplishment only ever seems like a small step on a long road, but I have to say it’s 
been fan and audience letters and comments. I’m still a very small operation, but to 
know that someone I’ve never met has watched something I produced and taken the 
time to write a five paragraph email telling me how much my work touched them still 
makes me tear up every time. It is never taken for granted.
SL: If you could be any fictional character, who would you be and why?  
JT: Captain Jean-Luc Picard. A sexy renaissance man who commands the Federation 
flagship. What more could you want?

Jack
  Tracy

Joey Sbarro Photography
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Stephen Libby: What inspired Tales From The Strip?  Your bio lists stripper, 
actor and writer as occupations. How much of the book is based on your 
life? 
Andy Espinoza Long: I’ve always known since I was a kid that writing novels 
would be where I’d end up, I’d just envisioned them containing dragons, 
princesses, and witches. (smiles) I guess in a way Tales From The Strip does. 
It’s narrative is non-fiction and based closely after the real events that have 
happened in my life, though I did alter a few situations and adjust some things 
to make it all work, storytelling wise. 
SL: How long did it take to write the book? 
How many people are going to be pissed that 
you included/excluded them?
AEL: I had been thinking about documenting 
my travels for quite some time, but it wasn’t 
until a near-death experience two years ago 
that I finally realized I better get going, the 
end can come at any time. When I was writing 
it, I know how sensitive a lot of people can be 
when it comes to their reputation, (especially 
strippers), so minus a few of my best friends, 
I changed everyone’s names to protect their 
anonymity. I suspect there will be more than 
a few fellas broken-hearted that I chose not to 
include them in my wisecracking tales. 
SL: Describe the culture of gay male strippers. 
Can one make a living doing stripping or do 
you need to supplement that with another 
job?
AEL: The thing about me is I love entertaining 
and being erotic, but I’m not a sex worker. Not 
to knock it, it’s just not what I do. I also learned 
that dancing in male revues didn’t really pay as 
much as doing my own private parties. While I 
can make sometimes a lot of cash in a weekend, 

over a grand, it’s not a job you can do full-time. I began stripping initially 
because my best friend Lenny was a dancer, and he dragged me along to a 
show once. I made more that night than I had my regular job in two weeks, so 
I hopped in and never looked back. Years later, the real reason I stuck around 
doing it for so long wasn’t the money, it was the excitement. 
SL: What’s the weirdest shit you’ve seen in the business of stripping? Same 
for the business of acting? and writing?
AEL: Stripping has definitely provided me with some insane moments, some 
good, and some not so good. I talk about a lot of the craziest ones in the book, 

but to be honest, I’ve been fortunate enough 
in my Hollywood life to have taken part in 
many eyebrow-raising activities. I’ve starred in 
dozens of late night Cinemax films, and those 
were just the tip of the iceberg. One story I 
didn’t mention in the Tales From The Strip was 
about the time I was hired by some guy to star 
in his self-produced fake torture video. It’s 
called  The Grave Robbers  and I was actually 
able to find the video. I’m planning on writing 
the story soon, and posting it up on my blog, 
with the film alongside it. It’s something you 
have to see to believe. 
SL: Who should play you in the netflix series 
based on the book?
AEL: As much as I love writing, I am just as 
passionate about filmmaking. I’ve produced 
several indy short films in the past, a few that 
were pretty decent. I wrote the book in a very 
episodic way, knowing that it would help lend 
itself to being turned into a television series 
someday. In a perfect world, my hero Ryan 
Murphy would produce it and cast Darren 
Criss to play me. A boy can dream! 

A n d y
Espinoza
L o n g

Interview by Stephen Libby
Andy graduated from San Diego University where he studied Political Science and a minor Journalism. He moved to Hollywood to work in the film industry. 
After producing some indie short films, working as actor and as a dancer, he started his own production company.
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Stephen Libby: What are 
the challenges of making 
documentaries based on 
gay celebrities? 

Jeffrey Schwarz: The way I go about choosing the films is based on whether 
I think this particular person’s life has resonance to the times we’re living 
through now, but also how well documented is their life. You know, did they 
leave behind films, video archival  how aware of their own legacy were they 
during their life times. Somebody like Dive there was so much material to 
work with. He loved being on camera. he loved talking about himself.  The 
challenges to, in today’s climate in terms of independent films, documentaries 
are difficult to produce, they’re really difficult to get financed even though 
it seems like its a golden age for docs and there’s so many places for docs 
to screen and there’s so many platforms. Sill its very, very competitive and 
a lot of the times LGBT films are considered to be more on the margins. So 
I try to make my films not just for an LGBT audience, although that is the 
primary audience, its really to make these films for everybody. If you can 
have a straight white republican male identify 
with Divine, that’s a victory for me because its 
somebody more in the mainstream identifying 
with somebody more on the margins and I love 
to create that kind of empathy.  
SL: How do you choose the actual person?
JS: They choose me. I’m fascinated with our 
history and I’m really drawn to bigger than life 
personalities and I’m drawn to people who have 
created an image for themselves and created a 
bigger than life persona and certain people just 
emerge. People who are unafraid and people 
who are bold and powerful and leave behind 
a legacy. I’m just attracted to these kinds of 
figure. They are also people I’ve had to have a 
long term relationship with in way. Like I made 
the Divine film but I had already loved Divine 
for many, many years. A lot of these people 
were formative in my own development. I 
loved Can’t Stop the Music when I saw it at a 
midnight screening in the 90’s. I was like who is 

responsible for this? I wanted to know more about Allan Carr. And I just feel 
in love with Allan Carr. So I just fall in love with these people but I also look 
at them with a critical glance and I’m looking at hem as human beings with 
their own faults. And a lot of them are also tragic figures.  
SL: Did you ever meet Divine?
JS: The only people I ever met that I made films about were Jack Wrangler 
and Tab Hunter, because the other people had already passed away. They 
were both really resistant to having movies made about them. There was 
the process of gaining their trust letting them get to know me and what my 
intentions were. Then sitting down with them and having them spill their 
guts. 
SL: What are you working on currently? 
JS: I’m working on a new doc called Goddess: The Fall & Rise of Showgirls, 
which will tell the story of the infamous 1995 film directed by Paul Verhoeven 
which was mocked and ridiculed and derided, but in the years since has been 
rediscovered and reevaluated and has a huge queer cult audience. So the 
documentary will tell the story of its and crucifixion and resurrection. That’s 

what I’m working on, but with docs it really all 
depends on circumstances that has very little 
to do with the film making process. Its about 
timing and financing. Fingers crossed, we 
hope to get it out next year for Showgirls 25th 
Anniversary. We raised some financing through 
a kickstarter campaign. We try to find subjects 
that have a little bit of a built in audience. 
I do have a dream list and sometimes you have 
to let go of things.  For a long time I wanted to 
do a Liberace doc. I had to let go of that one. 
maybe too similar to Tab Hunter. Very different 
personalities but the 1950’s closet. I sort of 
explored that with Tab. Then the Michael 
Douglas movie came out. I thought maybe I’ll 
put that one to side and let somebody else take 
that one on. I definitely have a dream list. You’ll 
just have to wait and see. 

Bradbury Sullivan LGBT Community 
Center | September 5, 6:30 p.m. | Free 
Admission

I have admired Jeffrey Schwarz work, well ever since I became aware of his documentaries. Jeffrey 
Schwarz is an American Emmy Award-winning producer and director known for an extensive body 
of documentary work. His feature documentaries include The Fabulous Allan Carr, Tab Hunter 

Confidential, I Am Divine, Vito, Wrangler: Anatomy of an Icon and the 2007 AFI Fest Documentary 
Audience Award Winner, Spine Tingler! The William Castle Story. Recently I had the opportunity to talk 
to Jeffrey about his films, in particular I Am Divine, as it will be screened at the Bradbury Sullivan LGBT 
Community Center as part of their Reel Queer Film Series. 

Jeffrey
      Shwarz

Photo by David Quantic
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di· vine
adjective
of, relating to, or proceeding directly from God 

Harris Glenn Milstead|October 19, 1945 – March 7, 1988

Select Divine Films
• Mondo Trasho (1969)
• Multiple Maniacs (1970)
• Pink Flamingos (1972)
• Female Trouble (1974)
• Polyester (1981)
• Lust in the Dust (1985)
• Trouble in Mind (1985)
• Hairspray (1988)

Select Divine Singles
• Born to be Cheap/The Name Game (1981) 
• Native Love(Step by Step)/Alphabet Rap
(1982)
• Shoot Your Shot/Jungle Jezebel (1982)
• Love Reaction (1983)
• Shake it Up (1983)
• You Think You’re a Man/Give it Up (1984)
• I’m So Beautiful/Show Me Around (1984)
• T-Shirts and Tight Blue Jeans (1984)

“All my life I wanted to look like Elizabeth Taylor. Now Elizabeth Taylor looks like me."
–Divine

“He’s one of my finest leading ladies”
–Tab Hunter [who co-starred with Divine in Polyester (1981)].
Of course the last thing my parents wanted was a son who wears a cocktail dress that glitters, 
but they’ve come around to it.

[on Pink Flamingos (1972)’s infamous final scene, in which he consumes dog feces]: 
"[People think that I] run around doing it all the time. I’ve received boxes of dog shit - 
plastic dog shit. I have gone to parties where people just sit around and talk about dog 
shit because they think it’s what I want to talk about.
[1973] Divine. That’s my name. It’s the name John [John Waters] gave me. I like it. 
That’s what everybody calls me now, even my close friends. Not many of them call me 
Glenn at all anymore, which I don’t mind. They can call me whatever they want. They 
call me fatso, and they call me asshole, and I don’t care. You always change your name 
when you’re in the show business. Divine has stuck as my name. Did you ever look it up 
in the dictionary? I won’t even go into it. It’s unbelievable."

Photo by Andrew Curtis Photo by Lynn Davis

Photo by Michael Zagaris

Photo by Clay Geerdes

per Merriam-Webster
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Gay Journal: How, where, when did Colony Meadery start?
Greg: We started on paper in 2012, but at that point opening an alcohol business 
took about 14 months of paperwork, so we began operations in October of 
2013. Our first sales were in October, and then the next six weekends or so 
there was an ice storm every single weekend, so we had no real customers, so 
we really started functioning as a business at the beginning of 2014.
GJ: How have things changed over the years?
GHL: When we started, we were in 870 square feet in a mostly-empty 
incubator in South Allentown. The space had this horrible drop ceiling and 
busted concrete floors. Our tasting room was maybe 8 square feet, and had this 
white bus station-esque bathroom tile and a wood display case the previous 
tenant had left there. 870 feet isn’t really enough space to do anything in, 
especially operate a commercial manufacturer, so it was very cramped. I think 
we repurposed my office into storage after about 6 weeks. I worked without 
pay for a year, and Mike worked on nights and weekends for a year around his 
day job outside of Philly. It was pretty ridiculous, looking back on it. We did the 
whole thing on a small economic development loan from the Enterprise Zone 
and some personal savings.
In our application to join the incubator, at least one of their board members 
told us he thought we were insane, and had no chance to make our projected 
numbers. At that point, there were maybe 50 meaderies in the country, and 
we were the first in PA to be in a commercial building. No one around us had 
heard of mead, outside of reading Beowulf in high school. We knew when we 
talked about the future of mead as a great craft beverage, we sounded like the 
guy in Mad Men who thinks Jai Alai is going to be the next great American 
sport, but that level of faith is something you need if you start a business. It 
was an odd experience in cognitive dissonance; we both knew that we might 
be wrong, but we both also had faith that we were right.
That guy on the board was right: we didn’t make our numbers the first year. 
We beat them by 120%. So, after demonstrating that mead was a viable 
thing, we were able to take on some investment and grow. We tripled our 
footprint, grew into 3000 square feet and converted the original space into a 
proper tasting room. I got rid of that hated drop ceiling. At the same time, the 
industry changed around us. Partly due to our recruitment, two other alcohol 
manufacturers moved into the building. Meaderies started to boom and open 
nationwide. We were able to open a second location in Bethlehem and start 
distributing.
Today, there are over 500 meaderies in the nation. I don’t think it’s immodest 
to say we remain one the best and one of the leaders in the industry. We have 
15 employees and two locations, the second of which we just opened in South 
Bethlehem. The old Mack Truck factory where our incubator is located is full 
of businesses. We’re distributed in four states and direct ship to about 35. Mike 

and I still believe in what we’re doing, and I still hate drop ceilings.
GJ: What makes CM an LGBT-friendly business?
GHL: Our values are a reflection of who we are as a company and as people. 
Our employees include: a former corrections officer, a fashion designer, a 
legacy computer coder, a former journalist and nonprofit professional, a 
former GM for Golden Corral, an actor and a realtor, and that doesn’t even 
include a bunch of folks who have been a big part of our growth over the years. 
No one had mead, or even craft beverage, as a first career. We all came to this 
business because other things didn’t fit us, and for some reason, this does. Our 
culture, whatever else it is, is one that is defined by accepting people for who 
they are, and embracing everything that might be different or special about 
that.
That same reliance on core beliefs that pushed us to know that there was a 
future in what we were doing pervades what we do. We were slapping rainbow 
stickers on our doors on Main Street in Historic Bethlehem when that was not 
the dominant culture there. We sponsor Pride in the Park because we believe in 
the work that Bradbury-Sullivan and others there are doing in our community. 
GJ is the only print publication in which we advertise, in part because it’s the 
only one where we’ve, frankly, ever seen any type of return.
I’ve had a number of friends who have opened breweries over the years, and 
they never lacked for volunteer labor or new fans to help spread the word. 
Breweries are cool; cooler than ever now. Mead, though... if you want to feel 
cool, don’t open a meadery. My closest friends have been the ones helping us 
when we needed a hand with working a fest or assembling shelves. We as a 
company are at our most comfortable in niche communities, and I can’t always 
tell if that’s because we as individuals are a part of so many, or if we are a part of 
so many because we just like it that way. It’s probably a little of both. 
GJ: What are your favorite CM products and why?
GHL: Customers always ask this, and it’s always agonizing. The old trope 
of asking me to choose between my children applies. Of course, we named 
Favorite Child (our raspberry-chipotle mead) that for exactly that reason, so I 
have to lead with that. My go-to for drinking will always be Woofiedog (named 
in honor of my stepfather’s dearly departed Shih Tzu). Our session meads are 
often what you’ll find our staff drinking the most, though. Tea Tax (our Arnold 
Palmer mead), or Limey the Ginger (our Moscow Mule mead) are just really 
pound-able.
All that said, as the business owner, I can’t go without saying Straight, No 
Chaser (our traditional orange blossom mead) and Wu Tang Cran (our 
cranberry orange), because they’ve been largely responsible a lot of our 
growth. Just as we love a diversity of people on staff, we also love a diversity of 
flavors, because there are a ton of different tastes and we want to make sure we 
can make something for everyone.

Greg Heller LaBelle
from

colonymeadery.com | 855-632-3669 | 905 Harrison St. Ste 115, Allentown PA | 211 E Third St., Bethlehem PA (New Location!)
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AT: Congrats on your placement in the Top 4 of Rupaul’s Drag Race Season 11! 
What was it like when you first got the call to be on the show?

Silky: When I first got the call, I just had to take a moment to thank God. I had just 
gotten my Masters and thought to myself “I’ll just try and send in a tape for this first 
time, so at least they can get to know me, so that way when I send future tapes I would 
be familiar to them. I am thankful that I was one of the 15 people chosen to join the 
party, after many years of hearing the word no. I have been doing drag in Indiana and 
Illinois, and especially with doing over 200 pageants and only winning 6 crowns, this 
was finally a yes, and I just thank God every day for that.
AT: Looking back at all of your time spent filming, is there anything you would 
change? If yes, what would it or they be?
Silky: Looking back I really don’t have any regrets. But, Something I would have 
changed is that I would have been more vulnerable to my peers, especially on camera. 
There were nights when I 
would get back to my room 
and just cry, because some 
days took a toll on me.   I’ve 
had to be my own cheerleader 
for so long that it was hard for 
me to realize that it was okay to 
show my vulnerability. When I 
was in 9th grade, I had a class 
where I was the only freshman 
in a class of mixed grades. I got 
the highest score on a test out 
of the entire class!  My parents 
were called in for a parent-
teacher conference, which I 
believed was to celebrate my 
high score. The conference 
was not to discuss my success, 
but my personal life. The 
fact was that my teacher was 
concerned that I was a little “funny” and that my parents should be careful with who I 
was hanging around. 
AT: I recently saw on social media that you were able to spend some time with 
Yvie and her family and I am happy to see that even though two people can have 
differences, there can still be a sense of sisterhood. Could you tell us a little bit on 
how you and Yvie have become more like sisters than on screen enemies?
Silky: On the last day of filming before the top four went home, Yvie and I had a flight 
which was 10 minutes apart, with Gates that were right next to each other. We had a 
few hours of wait time, and It was about 9 a.m.. We decided to head to the bar, we took 
a shot, and we talked it out like adults. Even though it wasn’t filmed, it was our moment 
and it made it very real. I never hated Yvie,  though it was portrayed that way. It was 
a competition and I just didn’t want to hear the opinions. We’ve mended our ways as 
adults, we are some of the closest sisters of the season and still apologize to each other 
to this day, as adults. We both know where and what we did wrong and we are able to 
mend our friendship into something that is very beautiful.
AT: After filming takes place we know that you get to travel the world, but do you 
have a favorite memory or two that have happened while traveling?
Silky: Calgary, Canada would have to be a very special moment for me. While on the 
season 11 tour, which I am currently on as we speak  and you can come and see us while 
on tour, I was able to do something that many people don’t know I can do; I was able to 

stand there, after the music was done, and I just sang a couple of words and everyone 
actually stood! I hadn’t even hit in any high notes or anything like that, just sang a few 
words and they had risen to their feet! My music stopped and I was still singing! The 
energy was so amazing and it is a moment that I will cherish for life! That performance 
uplifted me, confirmed to me, and reassured me, that this was what I was supposed to 
be doing, and I thank God everyday for this blessing!
AT: What queens inspired Silky to be the entertainer she is today?
Silky: There are so many! Such as Coco van Cartier, Victoria LePage, Sizzle and 
Sandra, Desiree A. DeMornay, and the list goes on and on. Many of these Queens are 
Continental Queens, which means they compete and have achieved titles within the 
Miss Continental Pageantry System. Continental Queens are known for representing 
old school drag and that is what I want to keep alive! I do love Drag Race, but there 
are so many that have transformed drag that have never gotten the chance to be on the 

show, and many of them come 
from the Continental System. 
It is my dream to one day 
be a Miss Continental Plus! 
Through this old school drag I 
have learned many tricks, such 
as drawing on my eyebrows 
with a sharpie. Before being on 
the show I really did not have 
a lot of money so it was these 
old school drag techniques that 
allowed me to continue to be an 
entertainer. You have to think 
of a time from before, where 
men were very uncomfortable 
going into a store and buying 
makeup, so there were certain 
tricks that people would use 
in place of actual products, a 
Sharpie being one of them. 

This is especially useful for people who sweat a lot like I do when I’m in drag, it works, 
looks great, and goes nowhere! 
AT: What are your top 3 favorite songs to perform and why?
Silky: There are so many, but one of my favorites is a Whitney Houston mix that I have 
that is about 8 minutes long! I feel it’s important to keep her alive and the legacy going. 
That’s something that I would like to do and hopefully, I am creating a legacy today.  
Second would be Star Love by Cheryl Lyn, which I first experience by my drag mother 
Vanessa Ryan. It was an 8-minute disco mix that she did so well that I absolutely fell in 
love with it and knew that I had to learn it! I was confident that it would be one of my 
favorites to perform. My all-time favorite is not necessarily a song, but a person, and 
that is the queen Miss Aretha Franklin! A Deeper Love is one of my favorites! Many of 
her songs I love and she is the queen for sure! A Deeper Love is definitely my anthem! 
AT: As one of Lehigh Valley Pride 2019 Headliners, what would you like to say to 
the people of the Lehigh Valley?
Silky: This is a very special Pride. Remember, while you’re there, hug someone you 
don’t know. We suffer many a times from hate against one another in our very own 
community. We can counter that with love. I ask that you please show someone some 
love! Meet someone new, embrace them and show them this love, as I know I most 
certainly will be doing!

S i l k yInterview by Ariel Torres
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Article by Corinne Goodwin
Photos by Dustin Weiss
Location: RE:find, Allentown
Hair & Make-Up by Nehemias Nunez & Carina Clemens from The Salon
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Established in 1987, Lehigh Valley Transgender Renaissance mission is to improve the lives of transgender and gender 
nonconforming individuals and their families by providing peer support, social opportunities, education, and resources 
along with outreach to the broader community.   We work closely with other LGBTQ support organizations, advocacy 
groups, and companies to positively impact the lives of trans/gnc folk throughout the Lehigh Valley. With a service area 
that includes Lehigh, Northampton, Bucks, Monroe, Carbon, Luzerne, and Berks Counties as well as parts of New Jersey, 
LV Renaissance has hundreds of active members. LV Renaissance is proud to be a program of the Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT 
Community Center. Learn more at www.RenaissanceLV.org or find us on Facebook.



 In this issue of The Gay Journal we have had the opportunity to 
introduce you a group of transgender and gender-nonconforming 
people from our area.  Having the opportunity to get dressed-up, drink 
champagne, take part in the photoshoot and get to know each other even 
better was a lot of fun!  
 But we also want you to know that there is so much more that makes 
this group of people special...
 As you get to know these trans individuals you will find that while 
being transgender is a big part of their lives, it does not define them.  They 
are three-dimensional people with different backgrounds, careers and 
interests who have proudly come together to help you learn about their 
Community and themselves.  Let’s meet them, shall we?

Jenny (44, She/Her/Hers) is a top-notch welder and metal worker whose 
skills are highly in demand across the country.  She enjoys classic rock 
music and (like many of us)spends more time on the Internet than she 
should.  She’s also an avid collector of skateboards! 
Newly married, Atticus and Sebastian (30,  He/Him/His, 24 She/Her/
Hers) are trans activists who work every day to provide health and 
supportive services to the LGBT community.  In their off-hours, they are 
excited to be new homeowners with all the trials and triumphs associated 
with that.  Their dream vacation is to travel to Ireland where it is likely 
Atticus will find some potato soup that rivals his mom’s.  Sebastian, on 
the other hand, may want to make a side trip to Italy to get her favorite 
food – Pasta!
Khrys (45, She/They/He) describes themself as a “geek” who enjoys 
watching science fiction.  As an entrepreneur they understand the 
challenges business owners face along with the perseverance that makes 
them successful.  Like me, they love hanging in Key West!
Trained as a classical musician, Nicole (54, She/Her/Hers) is from 
Hazleton, PA.  By day she works in a local school system helping students 
with their technology needs but by night you might find her enjoying 
seafood at a local restaurant and talking Star Wars with her friends.
Bryce (40, He/Him/His) is a motorcycle lover who enjoys riding to New 
Hope whenever he can.  If you are looking to find him while there you 
might want to look in one of the Mexican restaurants because there isn’t 
anything he loves more than a good Taco!
If you like to garden, then you will find you have something in common 
with Jamie (60+,  She/Her/Hers).  She also wants to travel to the South 

Pacific - Tahiti in her case.  Like most people, she just wants others to give 
her a chance before judging her for her gender identity.
Finally, Miles (21, He/Him/His) is a student at Moravian College where he 
is a resident advisor and president of the Campus LGBTQ organization, 
Spectrum.  One of his goals is to travel to Cuba and Puerto Rico so that 
he can learn about his family’s roots.  While there it is likely he will also 
enjoy his favorite food - Arroz con Gandules. 
This is quite a group and their diversity in terms of age, interests, 
ethnicity and other factors is a reflection of the diversity of the greater 
Lehigh Valley.  If you ignored the fact that they are transgender or gender 
nonconforming, you would think that they look an awful lot like any 
random group of nine people from our area.
 That sense of commonality and normalcy is something that I often 
try to emphasize when I have the opportunity to speak about transgender 
issues.  Whether it is a group of 10 or 1,000, these talks often begin with 
a “trans 101” segment.  In that talk there is a section titled “trans people 
are just like you” and it goes on to talk about the various professions and 
hobbies that trans/gnc people have and it finishes up with a slide that says 
“trans people want the same things everyone wants.”  At the most basic 
level, we want to live, learn, be embraced by family, work, be healthy, 
worship as we choose, and to be safe and respected – things that anyone 
in any community can relate to.
 At Lehigh Valley Transgender Renaissance we are honored to call 
these people our friends, our brothers, our sisters and our chosen family.  
LV Renaissance has been supporting trans and gender nonconfroming 
people along with their allies for over twenty five years. We offer peer 
support, trans friendly resources, social opportunities and education 
programs. You can learn more about LV Renaissance by visiting www.
LVRenaissance.org or better yet, attend our meet-up on the second 
Saturday of every month! 
 So, as we begin to wrap-up Pride season, remember that Pride and 
Community are things that are important year-round.
 By the way…my name is Corinne (59,  She/Her/Hers) and I am a 
power-pop and blues loving spouse, father, and business owner who 
enjoys model railroading, cooking, the theater, and traveling.  My 
wardrobe usually consists of jeans, a basic top and a pair of sneakers and 
my favorite movie is The Godfather – especially when sipping a good 
single malt scotch!
 Happy Pride!  

Left to right: Nicole Orff, Jenny Snow, Jamie Young, Miles Moliero Left to right: Khrys Exposito, Bryce Belvedere, Corinne Goodwin



Stephen L ibby: How and where did you meet? 
We were both invited to be on a panel for medical school students on LGBTQ+ 
issues at Florida Atlantic University in August 2016.  
SL: What was going on in your lives at that time? 
Atticus: I was the Director of Transgender Services at SunServe, an LGBTQ 
mental health nonprofit agency in Wilton Manors, Florida. 
Sebastian: I was working at an urgent care clinic in West Palm Beach. 
SL: When did you know this was “it”? 
Sebastian: When I visited Atticus for the first time in Pennsylvania, I think we 
both allowed ourselves to feel a much deeper connection. That first night we really 
felt something click; it felt right. 
Atticus: I knew the first time she came to visit me at my apartment in Allentown. 
I had moved from Florida to Boston for a job just a few months after we met. 
Sebastian moved a month after I did from Florida to Rhode Island. Then just 6 
months later, I moved to Allentown. The first time she visited me in Allentown is 
when I knew this was the real thing. I put down my facade and allowed myself to 
be vulnerable and that’s when our relationship took on a new meaning. 
SL: How would you each describe your sexual orientation/attraction?
Atticus: I identify as queer. I came out as a lesbian at age 17 and am still primarily 
but not exclusively attracted to people who identify as female and people who 
express themselves femininely. 
Sebastian: I am attracted to people who present “masculine.” I am attracted 
to masculinity, so even though masculinity means something different for 

everybody, as long as that person identifies as masculine, then I have the potential 
to be attracted to them. 
SL: What was the reaction from your families when you came out as trans and 
then when you introduced them to each other?
Atticus: I was outed as a lesbian at 17 since I was caught kissing my girlfriend at 
the time. So, I didn’t get to choose to come out and it was not handled well by my 
religious family. They split me and my girlfriend up and we weren’t allowed to see 
each other. It was a really traumatic time in my life. So when I realized I was male 
at about age 23/24, I changed my name on Facebook to Atticus before I told my 
family. They were confused, but I told them I wasn’t ready to talk about it yet. I 
don’t suggest coming out via Facebook. When I officially came out as Atticus and a 
male, it was a few months later on Thanksgiving. My parents and siblings weren’t 
hostile but they weren’t very supportive either. Since then, things have come a 
long way and they accept me as Atticus now. When they met Sebastian, they liked 
her right away. Some of my extended family members didn’t like her because she’s 
trans and it caused some issues in the family, but my immediate family has been 
great. We even got married in my parent’s backyard. 
Sebastian: I was a senior in high school when I started really fucking with gender. 
My mother was always going against what society expected a cis woman to wear. 
Back in the ‘90s during an event where she was expected to wear a dress like all 
the other women, she wore a suit and tie. So when I started experimenting with 
clothes, she didn’t really think anything of it and I received a lot of support with 
whatever I wanted to do, yet she didn’t really notice what all this could mean. I 
kept it to myself, but I transitioned socially with friends and at work but didn’t 
really explain to my family how I identified until a little over 2 years ago. I didn’t 
came out so much as I just always was feminine until I was able to articulate what 
that really meant. 
SL: What were the challenges of getting married? 
The hardest part was deciding on decor while working with a tight budget. We 
were concerned with supporting trans-friendly businesses and with making sure 
everyone invited was entirely supportive of who we are, but the challenges are 
similar to what many couples go through who are wedding planning. 

Atticus & Sebastion
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Stephen Libby: What brought you and Ron together? How long has it 
been and how has it changed your professional and personal lives?
Jon Clark: Ron and I met in the summer of 2010 at the Townhouse in New 
York.  I was in town for the gift show, he was at the bar.  One thing led to 
another, there were frequent trips between Bethlehem and New York 
(including staying with Ron on the Upper East Side during Hurricane 
Sandy -- no power in Bethlehem, lower part of the city was flooding, but 
our little piece of the city was fine). When Ron left Tiffany & Co. in 2013, he 
came directly to Bethlehem and we’ve been together ever since. Eventually 
we sold the apartment in New York and moved to Easton.  Professionally, 
Ron’s work history is with luxury retail in New York -- Bonwit Teller, Lord 
& Taylor, Bloomingdale’s, Barney’s, Tiffany & Co. I founded and worked at 
Home & Planet. So, while we were both in retail, we came at it from differing 
perspectives. RE:find is a nice combination of both of us...
Personally, Ron has gained 
a family -- a brother, sisters, 
nieces, nephews, kids (and 
a granddog!)!  He was an 
only child, so this is a big 
(and I think he would agree)   
welcome change!  For me, 
well...I’m living with Ron. (See 
answer to question 4).
SL: What is the biggest 
benefits and challenges of 
having RE:find in downtown 
Allentown? 
JC: Allentown is the Valley’s 
largest and most diverse city -- 
and it feels more like a city than 
Bethlehem or Easton, with the 
benefits and challenges you’d 
expect in a city.  There is a 
very strong retail history in Allentown (and we’re reminded of it every day 
- “When Hess’s was here....”). Allentown also has had it’s share of challenges, 
with some people unwilling to let go of negative perceptions (many of which 
are not really true).
For us, the biggest benefit is the opportunity to be part of a rapidly 
changing and growing city.  There are a lot of new people downtown...yes, 
those apartment and office buildings are full. We have benefited greatly by 
furnishing the public spaces in many of those buildings, and expanding our 
customer base with the thousands of people within a few blocks of the store. 
The biggest challenge is to overcome the perception that somehow Allentown 
is not what it was -- safe, vibrant, a retail destination.  We’re a work in 
progress.  We need more retail and restaurants, but we’re making lots of 
progress -- the Art Museum has had a run of exceptional shows, Symphony 
Hall has added a street level Lyric Room and has great jazz upstairs, murals 
have gone up throughout downtown, parks have been refurbished, art 
galleries have popped up, happy hour patrons regularly fill the Arts Walk, 
and the lunch time crowds fill the sidewalks!
SL: What can people expect from RE:find and why should they shop 

there?
JC: RE:find is a furniture and gift shop, with a strong focus on one of a kind 
artist-made furnishings and artwork. We have a point of view -- Ron’s history 
with high-end retail and my, let’s say somewhat more quirky focus, makes 
for a unique shopping experience. You’ll find products that aren’t available 
anywhere else in the Valley. Many of the products we carry required a vetting 
process by our suppliers -- they liked what they saw and added us to the 
exclusive group of retailers carrying their products. 
Most of our contemporary upholstered furniture is made by a small, family 
owned manufacturer in Montreal, our hand-blown crystal is from Simon 
Pearce in Vermont. We carry felt handbags made in Los Angeles, porcelain 
from Middle Kingdom, Chilewich placemats and rugs, and John Derian 
decoupage, to name just a few of our suppliers. And we specialize in locally 
made, custom furniture from reclaimed materials.

In addition, and this is an 
important point, we will 
match any price, on-line or 
in another store, on any of 
the same products we carry 
in the store.   We want you 
to know that RE:find values 
your business and we will 
always strive to provide the 
best products at competitive 
prices!
SL: You came out later in life. 
Do you want to talk about 
that?
JC: Sure. I was 50 when I 
came out. I was married with 
two wonderful children.  The 
decision to come out, leave my 
marriage and redefine my life 

with my kids was not easy or pretty. Honestly, there was a kind of euphoria 
admitting that I was finally on a path to accept who I was and begin living 
a life that allowed me to do that. But, it wasn’t easy. I very much loved my 
family, and upending their lives seemed unfair and selfish on my part. I did 
some therapy, met some very good people, and had very supportive friends, 
family and colleagues who helped me through the process. Maybe important 
to note that I never experienced any negative reaction to being gay from 
family or friends. For me, the gay part wasn’t a problem for anyone, the guilt 
I felt kind of “imposing” my new lifestyle on them was the issue. Anyway, it’s 
been nine years, I have a wonderful relationship with my kids and Ron has 
been a welcome and integral part of my extended family.  (Last Summer, he 
went to an Iron Pigs game with my daughter, ex-wife and her mother (and I 
didn’t have to go...I’m not a baseball fan!)
SL: What is a perfect day for you two when you’re not working?
JC: When we get away, we like nice hotels, good food, and comfortable 
bars. And, as you might expect, we like to shop -- maybe not always buy, but 
the retailer in us genuinely enjoys finding interesting stores, meeting other 
retailers, and discovering new products!

Jon Clark & Ron Susser from RE:find

Photo by Dustin Weiss

When we needed a venue for the LVRenaissance photo shoot I thought who wouldn't mind waking up at 7am, opening their store and welcoming 11 or 12 
people who will rearrange their store and spill champagne and pretty much leave it like Motley Crue left hotel rooms in the 80's. Jon Clark and Ron Susser 
offered RE:find, their awesome home goods store on Hamilton Street in Allentown.
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12 Across Clue: "B and C of the Spice Girls," four letters. 

Besides not being able to name all the Spice Girls, I had no idea that Mel and 
Ginger Spice maybe enjoyed a lesbian sexual encounter reported in March. 

Lesson #1: Keep up with the celebrity gossip. 

23 Across: "Pascal of Rent," four letters.

Luckily, I was raised on Broadway musicals. They were played in my home 
every day. But, not Rent. And, as much as I love the modern day telling of the 
opera, La Boehme, the names of the original cast and the movie cast escaped 
me. (Except for Idina Menzel) The answer had two blocks with the letter A. 
Wracked my brain to no avail. Google to the rescue. The answer was Adam, 

who played Roger.
Lesson #2: Know your Broadway and there’s always somebody to talk to. Know 
“Rent” most of all.  And if you have never seen it, catch a production or watch 
the movie version this year. You have five hundred twenty five thousand six 

hundred minutes to do it.

13 Across Clue: "Transwoman known as the first in the U. S. to get gender 
confirmation surgery (1952)," nine letters

I knew this one, because I learned that it was Christine Jorgensen when I was 
a kid.  Her life was groundbreaking She later became an actress, a singer, and 
a nightclub entertainer. Parents talked about her in hushed tones. Kids always 

find out.

Lesson #3 Honor the courageous.

11 Across: "Noted queer mayor from the Midwest," nine letters

Answer: Pete Buttigieg, of course, who is one of the contenders for the 
Democratic  candidate for President. Just couldn’t remember the spelling, 

soooooo, I checked a block or two. Yep, cheated.

Lesson #4: Know who holds political office and who the candidates are. Find 
out if they support our community: the platforms, the voting record, and the 

legislation they introduce. They don’t have to be queer, but they have to support 
us. And learn how to say and spell their names.

22 Across: "Unfair negation of a certain LGBT identity," nine letters
Took a little while, because, despite the fact that I have a bisexual daughter, I 

had not heard this word used. Where have I been? Not on Reddit.
Lesson #5: Don’t do it. And keep up on the correct lingo. Honor all the letters.

13 Across: “Celebrated documentary about 1980s NYC “house” culture 
Luckily, I had just learned about the “house culture”/Ball culture. It’s an 

underground LGBT subculture. Chosen families live in households together, 
forming intentional community to replace families from which they have 

become estranged. People in the houses often compete or “walk” for trophies 
and prizes in drag performances, dancing, singing and posing.

Answer: Paris is Burning. 

Lesson #6: Watch as many movies about our culture and all its glorious parts. 
Read. Learn as much history as you can. These are our people and the ones who 

paved the way.

21 Across Clue: “Target of the drug PrEP,” 3 letters
Gotta know this. The answer is HIV. HIV is still around and still deadly when 

the virus progresses to AIDS. But you can prevent it by using “pre-exposure 
prophylaxis” (PrEP). It’s highly effective, reducing the risk of contracting HIV 

by 92%.

Lesson #7: Know your risk factors, know your health, seek out a health care 
provider that honors who you are in all your fabulousness. Make an

W ell, first, I was "late to the game," as some might call it. (I like thinking of it as “kairos” timing, which in my religious path is a Greek word, defined, simply, as 
“God’s timing.”) I entered LGBTAI culture one year shy of mid-life. Lots of catching up had to happen after my “lesbian epiphany” to learn about queer history, 

trivia, and culture.
 Now hold on, Young Readers! Don’t turn the page yet! 
 This is for all of us who celebrate Pride every summer and live out pride in our lives. This is also for others like me, who didn’t know a thing about our culture, 
our icons, the music we claim as our own anthems, our artists, and our sports champions. 
 This is also for anyone who ever worked a NYT crossword puzzle.
 If you are not familiar with the New York Times Crossword Puzzles, don’t ever try to do your first one on Saturday or Sunday. Those are for the experts, like 
my daughters and my spouse’s mother, Jean Goudy. Google is off limits, and as Jean Goudy would say: “Cheating”. Cheating in her book, also includes doing a NYT 
crossword on line, where you can check the square or the word to find out if you are on the right track.(That’s the only way I play them.) The crossword puzzles 
become harder as you march through the week. The Monday puzzles are my game. I own them. Tuesday and Wednesday I start “cheating”. I start checking the 
boxes to see if the letter I chose is correct. And then, occasionally, the whole word. I don’t call this “cheating”, I rationalize these options by calling them “crossword 
assistance “. By Thursday and Friday, Google is my best friend. This, I also do not call “cheating”. This search engine “crossword assistance” doubles as “an educational 
opportunity”.
  So, after being in the LGBTAIQ community for 12 years, I was excited to see a pack of NYT crosswords online, labeled “Pride Month”. I thought to myself, “You 
can do these! No cheating days involved with these mid-size puzzles. A piece of cake baked just for us!!!!
 This is where I found out that I had a lot to learn, and where I had to use “crossword assistance”.
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 appointment. You are a precious child of the Universe/Higher Power/God, one of a kind, and of immeasurable value to the world.

6 Down Clue: Singer Garland, four letters

This was a no-brainer. The answer is Judy. My family listened to her concert from Carnegie Hall when we weren’t listening to Broadway musicals. When she died, 
the house was practically draped in black crepe and the matriarchs of the family fumed again how she was ROBBED of the Oscar for Best Actress in A Star is Born. 

(Yes, Gaga, was great. Judy was amazing.) 

But most of all she sang Somewhere Over the Rainbow in the 
Wizard of Oz. It’s a song of hope and longing and perfect for us.  

Lesson #8 : There will be an end to the storm, the twister that we 
are in. We work for it, we vote for it, we hope for it, and we pray 

for it. 

There is a rainbow coming.
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A Petition, a Hearing, some thumbprints and a few other required 
documents and you can forever change your name.  A life-changing 
event for anyone involved, and in most situations it can be completed in 

less than 2 months.  However, this action is not to be taken lightly, and for many, 
can be a great source of anxiety, fear, and hardship.  Notice requirements, as well 
as a conviction bar, create obstacles preventing individuals from controlling one’s 
name and self-identity. 

The Williams Institute estimates that there are approximately 1.4 million 
transgender or gender non-conforming adults in the United States, with an 
estimated 43,800 in Pennsylvania.  One’s gender identity begins to develop long 
before majority and it is common to desire a name that is consistent with that 
identity.  In fact, almost two-thirds of transgender survey respondents reported 
negative experiences including harassment, denial of services, and/or physical 
confrontation when presenting legal identification documents inconsistent with 
their gender expression.  

While Pennsylvania permits the use 
of informal names, in order to change your 
legal name, one must initially file a Petition, 
complete with fingerprints and other sources 
of identification,  with the Court of Common 
Pleas.  The exact process varies slightly 
amongst the counties, but the essentials 
are relatively similar.  First, you are given a 
hearing date, and assigned a judge to hear 
the Petition.  Prior to the hearing you need 
to conduct a mortgage search and advertise 
the date of the hearing in both a legal 
reporter and a newspaper of general public 
circulation.  The Pennsylvania legislature has 
considered altering this publication requirement by instead requiring publication 
in a public database with no alternative.  At the hearing, which is open to the 
public, anyone can express an objection to the proposed change and appear 
to be heard.  Currently, there are little protections afforded the Petitioner from 
public disclosure.  While the statute does permit the court to waive the notice 
requirements, a separate motion and possible hearing must be held to achieve this 
goal. 

In Matter of McIntyre, the Pennsylvania Supreme Court had the 
opportunity to review the name change statutory structure.  There, the lower 
court denied the petition of a transgender woman proceeding under statute. 
The lower court reasoned that because she had not had her sex-reassignment 
operation, “granting the name change was premature and would be deceptive to 
the public and to Appellant’s co-workers.”  On appeal, the Supreme Court held 
that a person’s surgical status is not a governmental concern, and courts could not 
impose restrictions above and beyond those imposed by the legislature.  While 

not specifically discussing the notice requirements, the Court made clear that 
the aim of the statutory scheme was to prevent fraud. Thus, a balancing act must 
be conducted between preventing fraud and ensuring the safety of the person 
seeking the name change.  

While the law applies throughout the commonwealth, the process and 
procedure involved in requesting a waiver of notice varies amongst the counties.  
The Pennsylvania Bar Association has recently voted to adopt a resolution drafted 
by the Transgender Name Change Task Force to change the current name change 
laws, advocating for (1) waiver of publication of notice of a petition for name 
change; (2) sealing of the record; and (3) closure of the hearing.  These changes 
seeking consistent and well-informed rules and procedures will alleviate much of 
the fear and anxiety associated with the name change process in Pennsylvania for 
the transgender community. 

Another obstacle is the statute’s irrefutable conviction bar that is currently 
being challenged as unconstitutional. 
Recently, three transgender women from 
Philadelphia have challenged the archaic 
Pennsylvania name change law where they 
are being forced to use male legal names 
due to old felony convictions.  The law 
precludes anyone convicted of a felony from 
obtaining a name change for two years after 
their sentence has been completed, and bars 
anyone convicted of a serious felony from 
ever obtaining a name change, without 
regard to elapsed time since conviction 
or the reason for the change.  The three 
women have felony convictions, not related 
to fraud, ranging from a decade to thirty 

(30) years old.  They have encountered scorn, harassment, embarrassment, and 
threats for using their chosen names.  Despite the adverse effects each woman has 
experienced in their employment, social, and health settings, the current statutory 
scheme precludes them from seeking the right to control their identity and name.  
Their petition requests the court declare the conviction bar as unconstitutional 
and enjoin the state from enforcing it.  The litigation, filed this Spring, is before 
the Commonwealth Court. 

The process of transitioning is unique to each individual.  Moreover, 
transition is not binary, and whether it will include gender-corrective medical 
treatment or not is not determinative of one’s gender expression.  While there 
are obstacles, including public disclosure requirements and conviction bars, there 
are also active movements to remove these impediments.  An individual’s name is 
fundamental to their identity, similar to their gender.  Accordingly, having a name 
that accurately reflects your personal internal sense of gender is crucial to proper 
external expression of your gender identity.   

What’s in a Name:
Obstacles to Self-Expression

By Jonathan Huerta, KingSpry Law

An individual’s name 
is fundamental to 
their identity, similar 
to their gender.

"

"

Jonathan Huerta is an attorney with the KingSpry Law Firm, where he focuses his practice on litigation, employment and education law. He is the 
chair of the Greater Lehigh Valley Chamber of Commerce LGBT Business Council, a volunteer with Bradbury Sullivan’s legal clinic, and a member 
of the Pennsylvania Bar Association’s GLBT Rights Committee. 
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Stephen Libby: Describe what it means to be homosexual in Greece.
Michael Lolis: It’s hard enough to live openly as a homosexual. Things have 
changed greatly, mainly due to changes in legislation in recent years to protect 
people from LOATKI Racism and Discrimination. But even a portion of society 
still finds the shame and discredit the LOATKI people by always coming out 
openly on social media and cursing and threatening. For three years I have spoken 
as openly Gay Greek Police and had to manage the difficulties of my family which 
is also exposed to comments of society.
SL: How did your family react?
ML: For my family it was a very difficult process. First of all, I talked to my sister and 
then my brother. I’m lucky I have 3 lovely brothers, 
it was difficult for them, but because they love me. 
In the beginning they were a little shocked, then 
embraced me. After age 27 I spoke to my parents. It 
was for me the most difficult phase of my life. They 
began to cry and tell me that you will not survive. I 
wonder who has heard from their parents that they 
want to die because they are straight. It took a long 
time for them to accept it. Today our relationship 
is excellent. In Greece it is still difficult for a parent 
when a child speaks openly as gay. They would prefer 
to hide in order not to be exposed to society’s scorn. 
SL: How did your work colleagues react?
ML: There is respect and tolerance. Nobody has 
come personally to tell me anything, I do not accept 
any attack and any discriminatory reaction. Only 
ask me what, how, why, and I say what I say to 
you too. Bullying was the comments of last week’s 
publications, when he publicized the matter and 
some colleagues began tirade, always at social media, 
under cover of the internet. These comments are the 
reason to unequivocally declare that I am gay and off 
at Pride. Moreover, I have received many messages of 
support from fellow gays who say ‘well done’, while 
they themselves are unable to do likewise.
SL: Do you have a significant other?
ML: I was born in 1986 in a small village of a small 
town of Loannina in northern Greece. Up to 18 
I did not know that I’m gay, just know that I’m a 
different.  In 2004 I entered the School Constables 
Xanthi, graduated in ‘06, served as a policeman, then 
I entered the Officers School, graduated in ‘12 and 
served as deputy commander for two years in Athens. 
I had intensive contact with drug users, sex workers, people who ideologically 
affiliated to the far left area. I had to manage people who hate me because I’m a 
cop. Then I was transferred to Headquarters, which was of course was a huge price 
but a purely bureaucratic job and did not give me any motivation. I ceased to serve 
the citizen and was trapped in an office.
For three years I lived a double life. I did not dare to tell people of my situation of 
being in long relationship, living with my partner, traveled together, and lived a 
completely normal life... but was hidden. My friends and my family knew for many 

years. My working environment was the last bastion.
SL: Why did you come out?
ML: Why did I come out as a Greek policeman? For acceptance. In the 
beginning nothing happened. The big “bang” became the summer at the first 
World Congress of LGBT Police in Amsterdam, under the auspices of the EU 
and the organization of the Dutch Police. LGBT attended by 300 officers from 
28 countries. I was the only Greek who made a request to participate, but the 
headquarters refused to represent the Greek Police at the conference. So I took 
my normal holiday leave and went to Congress as individual participation - the 
organization accepted without official permission representation. 300 police 

officers, high-ranking uniforms proud to represent 
their countries. There I saw that there were national 
associations LGBT police. Discussions on racist 
crimes and discrimination against LGBT police 
officers opened a big agenda. The conference ended 
with participation in the canal of EuroPride parade, 
where all the policemen with their uniforms were, 
except me, Uganda, Pakistan and Serbia.
That changed everything inside of me. I wanted 
to do the obvious. By the end of the conference, it 
became the general assembly of the European Union 
Police LGBT (EGPA). Again I applied as a single 
member, as the particular compound is “umbrella” 
of the respective national associations in Greece are 
not available. I gave a speech and unanimously the 
remaining 14 countries voted as a single member. By 
changing their constitution I the right to vote and 
am fully equal with the other members.
I do anyway psychotherapy with police psychologist, 
to be able to discharge all the daily work. All police 
officers should do psychotherapy. We have a very 
stressful profession. There is the stigma that if I go to 
a psychologist I am crazy, so I go minimal.
SL: What do you like to do when you have a day 
away?
ML: In my free time I go to the gym and swimming 
pool. While I studied at the university and in 
particular I am a graduate of the Civil Service 
Department and continue this year in the same 
university my second degree in Political Science and 
History section. I live my life openly as gay in the 
center of Athens and in the summers I have the luck 
to be near the sea and go often with my friends to 

swim. I divorced three years ago and it was very difficult for me. I was wounded. 
For three years I lived alone and I just wanted to have sex without anything 
attachment. I wanted to be with friends and have a good time. I also spend all my 
energy into my work in Response section Racist Violence Attica and my activist 
actions as a member of the European Union LGBT police and police Action 
on Human Rights. Plus I’ve calmed down a lot and I’m ready to go again to the 
next relationship and fall in love. I have closed the cycle of sex dates and grindr 
permanently.

You may have read the story about the first openly gay Police Officer in Greece on Huff 
Post. I did, and wanted to know more. So, after some translation issues (because I don’t 
speak Greek...and Google translate left a little to be desired...) I am happy to share 
Michael’s story.MICHAEL LOLIS
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AD: What was the creative process like for this EP? How long has the 

whole thing taken in general?

JL: I decided I was going to do this probably back in November of 2018. After 

leaving college I found it tough to focus on purely classical composition and 

I ended up writing a lot of these little songs. Eventually, I figured I should 

probably do something with them. So I’ve just been steadily writing these 

songs, taking my time—writing, revising, throwing away, bringing back, 

revising. That’s just kind of how I do it. I always preach about really taking 

your time with your work and not rushing anything out. 

The EP is titled Wait, which carries a ton of different meanings for me... 

but one of them is that I really did wait until it was the right time for me to put 

this out. I feel like I’ve developed so much as a musician since my freshman 

year of college, and I’ve changed my thinking about so many things, but 

the one thing I always knew, especially early on, was that I wasn’t ready to 

publicly put my name on things yet. I always knew that I was still growing, 

that I wasn’t ready to put something out there, and that when I was ready to 

put something out there, that I should be really sure it was up to par or else 

it wasn't worth releasing. Kill your darlings, all that. So I guess I feel like I’m 

ready now, haha.

AD: How would you say your music has evolved over the years? How did 

you get your start?

JL: The music I write I think is very much indicative of the things I grew 

up listening to, but not so directly. The first band I ever really listened to 

consistently was a rock band called Cake when I was in middle school, and 

it's super not the kind of music I write today. But as I revisit it with this music 

degree and new musical knowledge, and I listen to all of the little phrasing 

work and syncopations they do, I realize how influenced by that I was. Then 

I fell in love with barbershop music and jazz my junior year of high school, 

which also seriously influences me today. I love dissonant harmony, tight 

chords, all of that stuff. And I don’t really write rock or barbershop or jazz, 

but those influences are in there. 

I didn’t actually start writing music until college—I declared as a music 

major basically on a whim and just fell in love with music theory and classical 

music. Once I had the musical vocabulary to start dissecting what I liked and 

why I liked it, I was just like… "well, I’ve gotta start doing this myself, too."

AD: That is quite the evolution to go from classical, barbershop, to your 

music now. How would you identify your style?

JL: Oof, hard to say. I think it kind of fits into alternative R&B? I even asked 

my friend, Lukas Selig, who helped me produce it, and he wasn’t exactly sure 

either. Little bit of pop, little bit of R&B, maybe hints of electronic, hints of 

angst and emo-ness? 

 Nowadays I listen to a lot of R&B and neo-soul and jazz, and for a 

while I was trying to write in that style. I just hit this creative block where I 

wasn't coming up with anything—I was banging my head against the piano, 

spending hours trying to make something happen, and it just wasn't turning 

into anything. Eventually, almost treating it like a guilty pleasure, I said “I’m 

just gonna write and let whatever comes out naturally come out naturally”… 

and what came out was this EP, basically.

AD: Do you ever incorporate your queer identity in your music?

JL: Not really, honestly. I mean, most of the music on this EP is about my 

relationships and/or just myself, so I guess it’s inherently queer. But I don’t 

intentionally write about my sexuality often because I don’t consider my 

sexuality to be at the core of who I am. And that’s no shade to anyone who 

feels otherwise! I love listening to and reading queer stories and dialogues, 

but there were some things that I struggled with growing up that now I feel 

are really at the core of who I am, and my sexuality wasn’t one of those things. 

So it’s not really something that comes out—no pun intended—comes out of 

me a lot.

AD: So what prominent themes then are we expected to hear? How does 

Wait represent you?

JL: A lot of my songs I feel like sometimes are self-roasts, haha. I end up 

writing about how cyclical things are and how I end up in the same situations 

over and over again... this feeling of being stuck.

AD:  My last question: how would you define yourself in five words?

JL: Oh, hm... angsty boy who likes jazz.

AD: Oh, she gave me a whole sentence!

JL: Sorry, did you want five adjectives?

AD: Yeah, but that was—

JL: Gay, gay, gay, gay, and... gay.

J a s o n L e o n h a r d
Jason is a recent graduate of Muhlenberg College, where 
he studied Music Composition & Theory before moving to 
Boston. Here he tells us about his recently released debut 
EP, Wait, available now on all streaming platforms.

Interview by Annie Diaz
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GJ:  I finished reading the book and it was really good. I enjoyed 
it thoroughly, though it wasn’t quite what I was expecting. I was 
impressed with how scholarly it was versus just your opinion 
on why gay men enjoy The Wizard of Oz.
DM:  It started out with my opinion when I gave a speech in 
2000 and then I figured if I was going to make claims about this, I 
should really interview people. What began as more a humanities 
piece ended up more a sociology piece.
GJ:  This was an 18 year-long project?
DM:  Actually, 20. I began research in 1998.
GJ:  I want to get this out of the way. I think most straight 
people would say the answer to your question of why gay men 
love The Wizard of Oz, because it’s a musical and Judy Garland 
is in it. “Gay men love musicals and Judy.” You address this 
theory in your book and I laughed when I read this, because I 
don’t like musicals or care for Judy Garland. You discredit this 
idea in your book.
DM:  It was a surprise to me, that there were so few other Judy 
Garland movies mentioned in the survey I’d done asking people’s 
favorite movies. The main thing is the fact that kids were so young 
when they first saw The Wizard of Oz, they’re not going to be 
interested in Judy Garland. That doesn’t make any sense. It’s so 
different from other musicals. It’s got a great set of songs, but 
there’s no dancing girls or boy meets girl. It’s really a kid’s movie 
and a fantasy.
GJ:  You mentioned a shared gay sensibility in that gay men 
often have a heightened sense of imagination and fantasy. Why 
do you think that gay sensibility puts gay men into Oz rather 
than Neverland or Wonderland?
DM:  Or Hogwarts. I think there’s so many themes that resonate 
in Oz. There’s nothing in Harry Potter about gender roles. There’s 
no sense of outsiders being celebrated. In Oz there’s all these 
different ingredients that just add up.
GJ:  In Oz the women are respected as leaders or the ones who 

Interview by Gary Gaugler
Who doesn’t love The Wizard of Oz?  It’s a classic fantasy book that spawned sequels, major motion pictures, spin-offs by other authors, an amusement park, 
and even video games. A common trope among gay people is their shared love of Oz, but why?  Is there a reason that so many gays love Dorothy and her 
adventures or is it as simple a fact as “Everyone, gay or straight, loves The Wizard of Oz?”
Dee Michel, an author and former professor of Library and Information Studies, aims to explore this in his book, “Friends of Dorothy: Why Gay Boys and 
Gay Men Love The Wizard of Oz”.  Through his own love of all things Oz he’s amassed a collection of books and related items since he was young. His 
collections have been on display and he has spoken at rallies and conferences. Furthermore, he’s a longtime member of the International Wizard of Oz fan 
club.
I recently had the chance to talk with Dee as we discussed the psychology behind why the gays love Oz and also our mutual adoration for The Wonderful 
Wizard of Oz.
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hold power, be it political or magical, while the men tend to be buffoons. 
This sends a message that is still really relevant today.
DM:  Certainly, with #metoo and women running for president. Gay men 
have always gravitated towards powerful women and powerful icons.
GJ:  You mention several times in your book that fantasy and science 
fiction are used as an escape. However, you state that escape shouldn’t be 
taken in a negative connotation as an escape from a bad situation. Can you 
elaborate on that?
DM:  Fantasy allows people to tie into some repressed stuff. Utopian fantasies 
allow people to think of a better future. Going to Oz and feeling like you’d 
be accepted there, while it’s a fantasy and isn’t going to happen, people feel 
rejuvenated from fantasy much like a vacation. You return from this more 
integrated and happier and healthy. While you’re in a fantasy you can actually 
be doing deep psychological work without realizing it.
GJ:  Adding on to that with a psychological question. Oz is so accepting 
of oddballs and misfits. How can a person read a story like The Wizard of 
Oz and choose their favorite character based on an eccentricity, but then 
five minutes later judge someone they see on the street who may not blend 
in perfectly?

DM:  People aren’t consistent or we’d all be machines and computers. There’s 
a thing called horizontal hostility where you are out of power and can’t put 
down people above you, but if you can put down someone else, that makes 
you feel better. It’s too bad, but I think everybody does it to some extent.
GJ:  I’m changing tracks just a bit. Imagine you’re asked to do a rebooted 
movie of The Wizard of Oz. Joan Crawford and Bette Davis are still alive 
and both insist on being in your movie. Who do you cast them as?
DM:  Oh God! They’d both be good witches. Bette Davis would be my witch. 
She’s a better actress and with that cackle. Let’s make Joan the lion.
GJ:  I was waiting for you to suggest, as Bette probably would, Joan play 
the witch’s sister, dead under the house.
DM:  HA! Right! Yes, let’s make Joan the dead sister like Baby Jane!
GJ:  You’re now writing a present day version of The Wonderful Wizard 
of Oz and the present day President of the United States goes to see the 
wizard.  What does he ask for?
DM:  Immunity!
DM:  I figured you’d ask me more about my gay father. I was going to discuss 
him more in the book, but then it became more objective.

**Gay Journal Side Note**:  As mentioned in his book and on 
Dee’s website, his father, Martin Michel, was gay himself, and read 
the Oz books as bedtime stories to Dee and his brother Guy, and 
passed along to Dee the books he had as a child.

GJ:  It was so briefly mentioned that I wasn’t sure it was 
comfortable for you to talk about.
DM:  Not at all. He was the one who read The Wizard of Oz to 
us as children at night. Part of the project I thought I’d learn a lot 
about my father. I assume a lot of these themes spoke to him.
GJ:  In the original Oz books, L. Frank Baum, obviously 
favored strong female characters.  Given how progressive he 
was for 1900, what do you suspect his reaction would be to the 
gay following of his work, were he alive today?
DM:  I think he would be delighted. I think he was so open and 
adventurous and that he wouldn’t be put off at all. He certainly 
had a gay sensibility about him and I could even see him going to 
gay events all spiffed up. He was something of a dandy! He’d be 
reveling in being a celebrity.
GJ:  I appreciate your time today, Dee.
DM:  Thanks a lot!

Rapid Fire Favorites:
Favorite Character? The Woozy (featured in The Patchwork 
Girl of Oz)
Witch of Oz? Glinda of the books
Companion Character? Scarecrow
Adaptation or original? The Patchwork Girl of Oz
Wicked: Book or Musical? Musical
Pick a place in Oz to live. Emerald City Palace

 The Once and Future King 
by T.H. White
Favorite item from your Oz collection?  My original Oz art 
items are my prized possessions



Stephen Libby: How old were you when you realized you wanted to be 
an artist? What artists inspire(d) you?
Will Hubscher: I became interested in art while still in high school. I took 
every art course they offered. I even cut senior year gym classes to attend 
an art class I wasn’t signed up for. Somehow, I ended up with an ‘A’ in both 
classes. At the end of school and after a couple years stint as a fashion model 
in NYC, I took a fulltime job and art disappeared as an active interest in 
my life until the Millennium. Then a bout of cancer, a breakup with my 
partner, purchasing and moving into a house alone for the first time, and 
unexpectedly being laid off from my job got me to thinking about where 
my life was headed. Then my best friend, and mentor, the artist Wally 
Barnette, showed up at my door with a table-top etching press and said “Do 
something with your life.” And so began my art career in earnest.

Wally was the greatest influence on me, taking me to museums, classes, 
and introducing me to many other local artists in the area. I have no formal 
art training, nor any feel for any particular visual art medium or genre. 
But I do learn quickly via hands-on instruction, so artists whom I gained 
the most inspiration from were those that I have met around the country, 
especially locally, that work their art everyday and live and breathe and 
create and inspire the rest of us.
SL: How old were you when you realized you were gay? What gay people 
inspired you?
WH: I never knew I was not gay, although being shy and quite introverted, 
it was never anything I really felt the need to discuss with anyone, I was just 
me. My first partner and I worked in the same computer center at the phone 
company, as did my 2nd partner, we lived together, vacationed together, and 

My artwork is photography-based monotypes that are created by scanning vintage photographs, and my own photography, into the computer. 
The images are then edited and colored. The image is then printed onto old photographic paper using a vintage dye-based printer. The next step 

is to use a wet transfer medium to transfer the image onto watercolor paper. I then overlay the hand-printed image with watercolor paints. So 
even though I may begin with one photographic image, each final print is a totally individual piece of art.

Will Hubscher From the artist:

Bathing Beauty
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it was no big deal. 
Inspiration was always derived from the gay, 
lesbian and early trans people I worked with, 
befriended, or simply observed living their lives 
the way they wanted too. Whether that meant 
as a suburban couple, an urban transvestite, 
the gay motorcycle club I rode with, the houses 
and shops with gay flags prominently displayed 
and most importantly the shy and introverted 
young adults like myself that I mostly identified 
with. Because from them I learned that flying a 
flag or not, marching or not, going to the drag 
prom or not, I am still me and I am still gay.
SL: Who did you tell? What was their 
reaction?
WH: In my family I told no one. When my first 
partner and I purchased and moved 
into a home together, and I brought 
him to all the family functions, not 
with a belligerent or in your face 
attitude, but simply as a part of my 
family, no one said anything or even 
batted an eye. They may not have 
agreed with my “lifestyle”, but it was 
my life to live and I did. 
The few friends I actually came out 
to generally replied that it was no 
surprise and no big deal. I only lost 
one good friend from coming out 
who told me it was okay to be gay, as 
long as it wasn’t spoken about. After 
some internal reflection, I came to 
the conclusion that the loss of this 

person from my life was okay.
SL: How would you describe your art? 
WH: Even though I create art consisting of 
both printmaking and photography, the end 
result is always a blend of nostalgia for times, 
people and places no longer in my current 
life; a sense of fun and escape because there 
is way too much serious going on the world 
right now; as well as beauty and growth in the 
human form in my printwork nudes and from 
the natural world in my floral pieces.
SL: What has been your favorite reaction by 
someone else to your art?
WH: I will mention three quick instances.
First, being invited to be the inaugural solo 
artist for the Bradbury Sullivan LGBT Center 
is certainly one of my proudest moments.
Then taking 2nd place out of 1,800 worldwide 
artists for the international magazine Juxtapose 
art competition. 
But certainly, the most entertaining was being 
introduced to a stranger recently by a mutual 
friend and having her stop dead in her track 
and practically scream, “Will Hübscher the 
artist!? Oh my god! Oh my god! I can’t believe 
I’m meeting you! I have your art hanging in my 
home! I love your artwork! Oh my god!” It was 
enough to have those around us stop and stare 
for a few moments with looks on their faces 
like, “should I know this person?” and “what 
the hell is going on?” Yeah, that was fun!
SL: How does being an artist impact your sex 
life?
WH: There is certainly sensuality and a certain 
degree of sexuality found in both my nudes 
and my florals that are both consciously and 
subconsciously created as I work a piece. But 

I’ve never been aware of my art life directly 
transecting my sex life. Even being invited 
to display and sell my work at both the Los 
Angeles and New York erotic art fairs was 
(mostly) about the business of getting my art 
out there. There is no line of groupies waiting 
at the stage door for a visual artist. Yet.
SL: What are you working on now? Where 
can people find your art?
WH: Thanks to untreated ADHD I tend to 
work on many different genres of artwork at 
one time. Right now, I’m creating both floral 
photographs using dead and dying flowers, 
leaves, seeds, etc. And then I am also creating 
new nudes with a fabulous vintage vibe that 
will be found at Lehigh Valley Pride 2019. I 

will have a booth set up in the Arts 
Pavilion, so please come and visit.
My florals and other artwork can 
always be found at Connexions 
Gallery in Easton and will be 
available at the Paxson Hill Farm 
annual arts festival on Labor Day 
weekend. 
I post much of my artwork and 
photography on Instagram as 
ArtistEaston.
My website, willhubscher.com also 
has my original artwork, as well as 
a prints-on-demand feature that I 
offer for some of my artwork.

Velvet Goldmine Power

Self-Portrait
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Stephen Libby: The press 
release states in the summer of 
2016 you were inspired to write 
The Nobody People due to the 

massive political shift overtaking America. How have things changed in 
these two years? 
Bob Proehl: I’m not sure we know yet how things have changed. There’s 
something so breathless about the pace of the news right now, this kind 
of constant horrorshow that makes it hard to know where the ground is. 
When I started the book, it was very much in response to the conditions 
on the ground that made the current administration seem plausible in any 
way. As things progressed, or regressed maybe, there was some hopelessness 
that settled in, but I think we all, most of us, passed through that and we’re 
back to being angry, back to being ready to fight. Certainly that’s what I saw 
happening with protests, with direct action. I think what’s happening here is 
that we’re watching something old and obsolete dying. There are days I worry 
we’re not going to survive its death, that it’s going to thrash and rage and tear 
us apart in the process, but ultimately I think we will. And I think from the 
other side of that, there’s no going back to the way things were, you have to 
move forward and become something new.
SL: Why is this an important book for the LGBT population?
BP: On one hand, this is a book about visibility, and the real power visibility 
has. There’s an effort right now to simply erase the LGBTQ community, to 
remove language from policy and documents, to silence their voices and 
their stories. But you can’t. Once a group, a people, is part of the world, once 
they’ve been seen, they can’t and won’t be unseen. I think the old ACT UP 
chant of “We’re here, we’re queer, get used to it” is such a powerful sentiment, 
and such a savvy hill to fight on, because everything starts from there. At 
the same time, The Nobody People is a book about found family, and about 
finding the community you draw power from. It’s full of individuals who are 
powerful, but they don’t find their real strength until they come together. 
SL: The prologue had me hooked. Great lead-in! What do you say to 
comparisons to X-Men and The Umbrella Academy? 
BP: I’m a huge comic book fan, and the X-Men are really embedded in my 
creative DNA. One thing I wanted to do with The Nobody People is take 
the core concept of X-Men, strip away a lot of the (admittedly awesome) 
mythology that’s accreted to it, and look at how it would function in the 
real world. On a political scale, that meant looking at the intersections of 
discrimination and bigotry that would rise up in response to the emergence 
of people with powers. But I also wanted to look at how these powers would 
feel for the people who had them, how it would affect their relationships 
and their sense of self. How does someone who can shapeshift understand 
identity? How does a psychic or an empath navigate romantic situations? I 
wanted to do for X-Men what Lev Grossman’s The Magicians does for Harry 
Potter and Narnia, which was to take a really grounded and really personal 

approach to the idea at the heart of it.
SL: Which character are you in The Nobody People? What character of 
fiction would you like to be and why?
BP: When I start making up characters, I’m sitting down at the table and 
dealing out my anxieties to them like playing cards. So Avi gets my worries 
about being a parent, Carrie gets that sort of post-teenage anxiousness about 
figuring out who you’re going to be, which never really goes away. Fahima 
gets my need for control and planning. Different writers approach character-
building in different ways, and for a lot of people it means zeroing in on 
what a character wants. For me, it’s asking what they’re afraid of, what they 
worry about, and then basically putting them in a situation that forces them 
to confront that, except all those anxieties are basically mine. It’s like a group 
therapy session where I’m all the patients and also the therapist.
As far as what character in fiction I’d be, I’ve come to realize that characters 
in fiction have it rough. Fiction is so conflict driven, and I feel like none of us 
have to seek out conflict. Open up the news: bam, conflict. I kind of want to 
be Bilbo at the end of The Hobbit, settled into a nice chair with a pipe, in that 
moment of rest and understanding how the journey changed him, knowing 
he’ll never quite fit in again and accepting that, accepting this new person he’s 
become and learning to be comfortable with it.

Bob Proehl  is the author of A Hundred Thousand Worlds, a Booklist Best Book of the Year. He has worked as a 
bookseller and programming director for Buffalo Street Books in Ithaca, New York, a DJ, a record-store owner, 
and a bartender. He was a New York Foundation for the Arts Fellow in Fiction and a resident at the Saltonstall Arts 
Colony. His work has appeared on Salon, as part of the 33 ⅓  book series, and in American Short Fiction.

The Nobody People Author

Bob Proehl



Season's
Eatings!

by Lenora Dannelke

The Savory Grille rounds up summer’s most sensational tastes. 
Catch these fleeting flavors while you can. 
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Charred Southern Peach
Cocktails get a seasonal boost at Savory Grille, and ripe peaches play 
beautifully with this locally distilled bourbon tinged with dark honey 

from central Pennsylvania.

2 peaches (cut in half, pit removed, charred on the grill) | 8 ounces Xplorer 
Honey Bourbon | 2 lemons (juiced and strained) | 3 ounces simple syrup

 
• Char the peaches on a open flame.
• Refrigerate peaches and dice when thoroughly chilled.
• Place peaches in a cocktail shaker or pitcher with bourbon, lemon 
juice, and simple syrup.
• Cover with ice and shake or stir well. Strain into chilled serving glasses.

Yields 4 servings

Rhubarb Red Currant Sauce 
Savory Grille serves this tangy sauce over pan seared duck breast on 
polenta cakes. Humanely-raised duck from Joe Jurgielewicz & Son is 

recommended.

2 ribs red rhubarb, cut into 3-inch pieces | 1 ounce  ginger liqueur | 
1/4 cup red currant jelly (homemade is best!) | 1/2 cup duck stock (or use 

roasted chicken stock) | Kosher salt to taste
 

• Place all the ingredients in a heavy bottom sauce pan, bring to a low 
boil over medium heat.
• Turn heat to low and reduce mixture until viscous liquid is achieved. 
The sauce should be thick and sticky.

Yields 4 servings

I
n a popularity contest, a ripe garden tomato would probably snag 
a win as the most quintessential taste of summer. But look beyond 
that big red round beefsteak or sweet gold cherry. Shawn Doyle, chef/

owner of Savory Grille in Macungie, takes taste to the next level with 
locally-grown heirloom varieties that range in from yellow, orange, and 
green to dusky-hued Cherokee Purple tomatoes with full-bodied flavor. 
As a visually-driven culinary artist, Doyle—and Chef Ryan Lukow—
ensure that every plate coming from this kitchen of this intimate country 
inn arrives not only fiercely flavorful but beautifully composed. 

Other vibrant veggies that spark creativity include bright golden 
and red-and-white-striped Chiaggio beets, as well as shapely and earthy-
tasting maitaki, white trumpet and beech mushrooms from Primordia 
and Oley Valley mushroom farms. When not served freshly prepared, the 
flavors are often captured in pickles and preserves. Fruit jams are another 
method of stretching the season, and site-grown red currants are a house 
favorite for simmering to sticky-sweet perfection. (They also play well 
with tart rhubarb in a sauce recipe that follows.)

Sultry weather invites lighter eating, and multiple seafood deliveries 
each week bring swimmingly fresh tastes to table. “At this time of year, 
Atlantic harpoon swordfish is excellent, but seafood is often dependent 
on the weather,” Doyle notes, adding that rock fish and halibut are also 
at peak flavor and availability. Sea scallops and Gulf shrimp are always in 

demand. 
 An ever-evolving menu can change daily with whatever familiar 
or exotic offerings come through the kitchen door. Just expect the 
unexpected since the kitchen team takes inspiration from globe-trotting 
ethnic cuisines.
 While a wine list carefully curated by Chris Patton presents optimal 
pairing options, the bar shakes up exciting libations brimming with such 
tasties as blueberries, peaches (see recipe that follows!) and herbs that 
include lavender and mint. The latter most often translates to refreshing 
mojitos.
 The six types of mint grown on the Savory Grille property also flavor 
house-made ice cream, created with a state-of-the-art Pacojet—which 
is ideal for making small-batch specialties. Another advantage to this 
revolutionary big-ticket Swiss appliance is the lusciously smooth and rich 
consistency it produces, with nary of trace of ice crystals. 
 Looking forward, expect even more and closer-to-home veggies, 
fruits, and herbs from a greenhouse being constructed in the field behind 
the restaurant. Baby carrots—true, tiny babies—top the list of personal 
favorites Doyle can’t wait to harvest. Of course, with the extremely short 
travel time, measured in mere steps rather than in miles, products will 
retain nutritional superiority. Oh, and flavor. 
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Stephen Libby: Survivors is your response to conversion therapy, which 
you actually went through. I’m sure you could write a book about that 
experience. What went through your mind when you first entered the 
building?
Justin Utley: Well, double the fun... It was two buildings actually. One was 
for psycho-therapy with a “specialist” one-on-one through my church’s so-
cial services. The other was group therapy (also church sponsored) that 
had speakers, support group discussions, lessons, stories of people that had 
“changed” (who were never actually present, and would never use their real 
names in the books they wrote). Both were terrifying at first, because I was 
basing my entire existence and life path based on the premise that these meth-
ods worked. 
Regarding the group therapy, I was assigned to attend the one near BYU (the 
LDS church’s university) so there would be more guys my age. In hindsight 
that was a counterproductive move, since they basically were sending me to 
the most popular Closeted Mormon Gay Bar.

SL: Did you want to be straight or was this forced on you by your family?
JU: I wanted to be straight (or as these therapists put it, to diminish/eliminate 
my same gender attraction problem/disorder), based on the convictions I had 
from my religious upbringing and the culture I grew up in. When I tried to 
come out to my bishop, I was told that I wasn’t gay, and that the word “gay” 
was a social construct, and it should be treated as a verb, not a noun: That 
I was only “gay” if I acted on my temptations (like addictions or impulses). 
They disconnected any legitimacy and identity from using the word gay. So 
it was about “fixing” a behavioral problem, usually by finding the root cause 
and treating it.
SL: What did you feel when you realized it did not change how you felt 
about men?
JU: Devastated. Frustrated. Completely confused and conflicted.. how was I 
supposed to pretend I was ok with being in a state of church-sanctioned lim-
bo the rest of my life? I don’t know how most of these guys are still pretending. 
It drove some of us to suicide.
SL: Why is Survivors an important song for LGBT and straight people to 
hear right now?
JU: It’s about not just pushing through the hard times, but finally hitting that 
threshold of tolerance where you have to decide how and if you’re going to 
continue to accept the negative ways people view and treat you, or if it’s finally 
time to gather the strength you have left and start a new chapter. It’s not just 
relatable to my experience, but for anyone who’s had to come to terms with a 
fight or flight moment. It’s about embracing yourself and empowering your-
self to rise above that suffocating internal and external noise, and learning to 
fly.
SL: What do you want to tell all the LGBT kids out there?
JU: Authenticity is one of the rarest and most valuable commodities sought 
after in our society today. Remember that, and don’t ever apologize for being 
who you are. You’re loved. You are a miracle by the mere fact you’re alive to-
day. You don’t need fixing. You’re born perfect.

OUTMusic Award winning singer/songwriter Justin Utley will re-
lease “Survivors”- the debut single from his soon-to-be-released 
third studio album, Scars - on July 10. Recorded in Salt Lake City, 

“Survivors” is an anthemic pop track, written by Swedish songwriting duo 
Linda & Ylva, reworked and expanded upon by Utley to include his rallying 
cry against conversion therapy, the disproven pseudoscientific practice of at-
tempting to change an individual’s sexual orientation using psychological and 
spiritual interventions. The stirring music video to “Survivors” features a col-
laboration with the University of Utah Chamber Orchestra, and the orchestral 
version will be featured on the forthcoming album. “Survivors is about fac-
ing and overcoming insurmountable odds and learning to thrive in the face 
of adversity,” explains Justin Utley from his Salt Lake City home. “It’s about 
survivors of abuse in all forms and how it takes a great deal of effort to move 
forward in life while carrying the heavy burden of trauma.”

Justin Utley knows about survival first-hand. He grew up in a devout Mormon 
home, believing his same gender attraction was an addiction, disorder, and 
learned behavior. He was required to undergo two years of faith-based conver-
sion therapy, even taking medications prescribed to help suppress the feelings.
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Stephen Libby: Lets start with the meaning of Draighean and what is 
the mission statement of the Blackthorn Druid Order?
Rick Silfies Potter: Draighean is the Irish-Gaelic word for Blackthorn, 
and is the title granted to those who complete their training in the 
Blackthorn Druid Order. The mission of the order is to help students 
foster a connection with nature and divine guides, balance the light and 
dark within, acquire a working knowledge of Celtic lore and witchcraft, 
and offer their gifts in service to the community.

SL: What are the biggest misconceptions about male witches?
E. Massey: Many people believe that male Witches are warlocks and that 
Witches can only be female. Although, there are a few magickal traditions 
that do refer to males as warlocks, most male practitioners do not. The 
word Witch is genderless and more of a title, similar to Doctor. A Witch is 
a Witch. Whether male or female. It should be held with reverence — as 
many people, such as myself, have studied and dedicated much of our 
lives to the practice Witchcraft. It is a title that deserves respect.

SL: Describe your local pagan groups and practices.
James Jacob Pierri: There are many diverse practices. At my shop, 
AusetGypsy, in Easton, PA, I cater to Wicca, Holistic and Witchy Fare. 
Mine is a composite of Folk Magic beliefs mixed with Astrology. Utilizing 
Tarot, Palmistry and Astrology to help people with their issues and find 
solutions.

SL: What are the challenges of being a gay male witch?

We are all in agreement that there is no challenge. We are male witches 
who just happen to be gay.

SL: Fun question for each of you. Who is your favorite pop culture 
witch?
Rick: I would have to choose Samantha Stevens from Bewitched. She 
doesn’t fit the stereotype of what many people think witches should look 
like. She is just a regular person, or maybe not so much, but she could be 
the nice lady next door who happens to be a witch. 

E. Massey: OMG! There are so many to choose from. I am huge fan of 
American Horror Story’s Coven season, which has some of the fiercest 
Witches in Hollywood, to date. But you also have to love the campy and 
fun Witches like Ursula from The Little Mermaid and Winifred of Hocus 
Pocus. However, if I really had to choose just one pop culture Witch, it 
would be Myrtle Snow from AHS’s Coven. Despite that I am not into 
fashion and only wear black. I’ve been  wanting to dress up as her for 
Halloween and scream “Balenciaga” through the streets.

James: Excellent and fun question! Of course my absolute favorite pop 
culture witch is the classic, stylish and beautiful Gillian Holroyd, played 
by Kim Novak in the 1958 film Bell, Book & Candle! She portrays a 
modern witch living in NYC’s Greenwich Village! The soundtrack, 
cocktail-coven meetings & romantic comedy of it all is stellar!

Interview by Stephen Libby
Photo by Michael Kubel
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