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Jason Leonhard recently graduated from Muhlenberg College with a BA 
in music composition and media & communications. He currently works 
as Marketing & Communications Manager for Urbanity Dance in Boston, 
MA. In his free time, he writes music, performs stand-up, and ignores 
Stephen’s editing notez.

Lenora Dannelke is an independent journalist who covers food, travel or 
anything fun. She lives in Old Allentown and loves a good Bloody Mary. She 
is owned by a 12-year-old rescued boxer named Scoobie. Look for her most 
Saturday afternoons at the Allentown Farmer’s Market.

Corinne Goodwin serves as the Webmaster and social coordinator for 
Lehigh Valley Transgender Renaissance, a support group for transgender 
individuals that serves the Lehigh Valley and surrounding counties. After 
serving in executive capacities for Fortune 50 companies she started her own 
consulting firm in 2010. If you see her out and about be sure to say hello! 

VOL. 5  ISSUE 15  SPRING 2019

Beth Goudy and Carol Stevens were religiously married in 2007 and legally 
married in 2009 in Beth’s home state of Iowa. They love movies, cooking 
and being spiritual nerds. Beth pastors Metropolitan Community Church of 
the Lehigh Valley. Carol is an OBGYN nurse at St. Luke’s University Health 
Network and is a certified Faith Community Nurse.

Karley Biggs Sebia is a partner with the KingSpry Law Firm. She concen-
trates her practice on business and real estate law and also advises housing 
authorities and affordable housing entities on general legal and landlord/
tenant matters

Adrian Shanker: Executive Director of Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT 
Community Center, activist, organizer and fundraiser for the LGBT 
community for more than a decade. He served as President of Equality 
Pennsylvania from 2011-2013 and on the Allentown Human Relations 
Commission from 2009-2012

Offering new ideas on modern wedding photography, Dustin Weiss offers 
an editorial approach to capturing weddings. Custom creativity is added 
to our photographs. Fine-tuning each image... Treating every photo, every 
moment, every memory like the wonderful work of art they are!

Liz Bradbury is the Director of the Training Institute of the Bradbury-
Sullivan LGBT Community Center and has been an activist since she ran 
an LGBT committee in grad school in 1979. She’s written over 400 published 
articles on LGBT issues, and is the national award winning author of the 
lesbian detective novels: The Maggie Gale Mysteries. 

28

SNEAK PEEK!

Nehmias Nunez and The Salon crew: In addition to their regular full 
time employment at The Salon, this crew helps bring the fun, sass, and 
talent to all of our photoshoots while making everyone feel even more 
beautiful than they already are. They are even on top of their game at 8:00 
on Sunday mornings!

Advertise in 
 The Gay Journal!

SUMMER
2019

AD RATES:

All prices listed are per insertion.

 Inside Front Cover  $750

 Full page $500

 Half Page $350

 Quarter Page $200

 Business Card $150

 Inside Back Cover $750

 Back Cover $1000

+ plus
your print ad will also 

appear on our new website 

thegayjournal.net
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Carina Clemens is a stylist with over 20 years of experience. She loves 
taking care of the LGBT community when it comes to making sure they 
are welcome in her chair. You can find Carina at The Salon.

Cassidy Theoret is a proud mom, writer, humanist, and budding trans 
activist born and bred in the Lehigh Valley. She has made it her personal 
mission to be out, loud, and proud; to normalize the trans experience in 
American culture and fight for human rights, both civil and economic. At 
32 years old she feels that life is just beginning, and is committed to spend-
ing the rest of her life fostering the spirit of dignity and compassion in her 
fellow human beings.

ON THE COVER: Carol Ann Carol Ann & Sharron Ann Husbands.
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Editor’s Note

It’s time for some Spring Cleaning! 
But, before we discuss the cover…

Every issue I feel incredibly fortunate 
to be able to spotlight the work of so 
many abundantly talented people in 
our community. In this edition alone 
Liz Bradbury celebrates Stonewall 
50 while Cassidy shares her coming 
out story. Scott Rothenberger wants 
to help you love your PLACE while 
Adrian Shanker wants you to love 
peaches safely. Len Dannelke helps 
you make the perfect Mint Julep and 
Gail Hoover helps you have fun while 

raising money and awareness for FACT and first responders. Dave 
Sommers takes us to Machu Picchu and Dystopia underwear takes 
us to heaven. Corinne Goodwin pens a response to the trans military 
ban and Karley Biggs Sebia alerts us to sexual harassment in housing. 
Beth Goudy and Carol Stevens suggest vacating while Evan Brooks 
suggests his web series, InQueeri. We scored interviews with rocker 
Josh Zuckerman, author Christopher Castellani, performers Naomi 
Smalls and Yanni Burton, actor Douglas Atkins, the cast and director 
of The Garden Left Behind, new U.S. citizen Bryan Guadamuz, 
the team behind Easton Pride on the Riverfront and the angry but 
loveable and hilarious Lewis Black! The cover and centerfold were a 
blast to shoot! Aaron Coleman talks about his new cleaning business 
while Carol Ann Carol Ann and Sharron Ann Husbands bring the 
hilarity! Don’t worry, they are not part of his cleaning crew…but 
can you imagine! Then there’s my husband, Gary Gaugler, Jr. who 
is always present and trying to get in the act-much like Lucy-so, 
more hilarity! Photographer Dustin Weiss and Nehemias Nunez and 
Carina Clemens from The Salon always knock it out of the park at 
these shoots! Coming into the home stretch designer Jason Leonhard 
reads my editing notes…and does it his own way anyway! Why do 
I bother?! Seriously, this is an embarrassment of riches and I thank 
you all for your time, energy, talent and sharing your voices. One 
more huge thank you to all the businesses that advertise with us! 
Please visit these businesses in person or online and let them know 
you appreciate them supporting our community. 
Now, go out there, love each other and make the world a better place!

Steve Libby, Editor-in-Chief

Stephen Libby
Editor-in-Chief

A charming, gay-owned Victorian bed and breakfast, located 
in the heart of Rehoboth Beach since 2013!

Contact us at lvgayjournal@gmail.com, or 
Gaugler-Libby, LLC 
PO Box 421
Stockertown, PA 18083

like us on FB and visit our website:
www.thegayjournal.net

The opinions and views expressed by our contributors are not 
necessarily that of The Gay Journal, Gaugler-Libby, LLC or our 



Stonewall
Uprising

Why was the 
Stonewall 
Uprising 

Such a Big 
Deal?

by 
Liz Bradbury

The discriminatory raids and 
arrests that were accompanied 

by police brutality went on for 
years. The Mafia continued to 
exploit the LGBTQ community 

unchecked. Then, just after 
1:00 a.m. on June 28, 1969, 

everything changed. 

50th Anniversary
of the Stonewall Protests



5

2019 is the 50th Anniversary of Stonewall. If you’ve ever heard 
anyone talking about the history of the modern LGBTQ 
rights movement, you’ve heard them mention Stonewall. 

There are bars, clubs, and groups all over the United States named 
after that iconic bar, and what happened there 50 years ago. The 
Stonewall Night Club in Allentown is named for it. But do you really 
know what happened there? The wild nightlife found in 1930s 
Harlem’s Renaissance began to fade by the end of Prohibition. By 
the 1950s, Gay nightlife began to move to Manhattan’s downtown.  
Fancy upscale gay bars banned low income youths, people of color, 
transgender folks, drag culture, butch women, and “slow dancing” 
between men. These bars also had high cover charges or drink 
minimums. Conversely, the Stonewall Inn, which was (and is now) 
located at 53 Christopher Street in New York’s Greenwich Village, was 
open to everyone in the LGBTQ community and didn’t charge anyone 
to come in. But don’t assume this was an act of 
compassionate inclusivity. It was an openness 
that sprang from greed.
 The Stonewall Inn was purchased by “Fat 
Tony” Lauira, a member of the Genovese crime 
family, in 1966. Fat Tony turned the Stonewall 
into a gay bar that was supposed to function 
legally as a closed membership “club,” rather 
than a public business. Patrons were required 
to sign a membership book when they 
came in, but everyone just used fake names.  
Similar to “bring your own bottle” strip clubs 
in the Lehigh Valley, the Stonewall had no 
license to sell liquor. Patrons were supposed to 
bring their own alcohol, but in reality drinks 
were sold from bottles provided by the Mafia. 
Most of the liquor was kept in cars outside, so 
that it could be easily hidden during a police 
sweep. 
 The place was dingy and dark. There was 
no running water behind the bar, so glasses 
were “cleaned” by rinsing them in a dirty 
bucket. The toilets regularly overflowed. There 
was only one door, with no emergency exits. 
The Mafia maximized profits by overpricing 
drinks that were watered down, and by selling stolen or bootleg cigarettes. 
Even the jukebox was extra expensive. 
 In the 1960s, serving liquor to gay people was illegal based on 
morality laws. People could be arrested for “impersonating” the opposite 
sex, and women were arrested if they wore less than three pieces of 
feminine clothing. Indecent or unnatural acts—like kissing someone 
of the same sex—were a crime. Just being gay was considered a mental 
illness and was grounds for anyone to lose their job or housing. 
 Mobsters who owned the Stonewall paid off the police weekly 
to ensure advance warning of any raid, so they could hide the liquor. 
Payoffs also kept the raids early in the evening, so the bar could reopen 
later that night. Sometimes the bar owners alerted patrons to the raid, 
sometimes they didn’t. Gay bars in the 1960s were full of people who 
could be blackmailed and crime families took advantage of that. Some 
scholars suggest the Mafia was making more on extortion of customers 
than anything else.

 Regardless, the Stonewall was a popular bar. Older LGBTQ people 
of the Greater Lehigh Valley can tell you stories about how they regularly 
drove hours to hit the Stonewall Inn. There was nowhere else to go, 
but everyone could go there. And because there was no cover charge, 
homeless LGBTQ youth could hang out in a fairly safe environment 
there, from the time it opened early in the day until closing. Many people 
felt it was home. 
 The discriminatory raids and arrests that were accompanied by 
police brutality went on for years. The Mafia continued to exploit the 
LGBTQ community unchecked. Then just after 1 A.M. on June 28, 1969, 
everything changed. 
 At the Stonewall that night, four undercover officers were in the bar 
trying to gather evidence of immoral conduct and alcohol sales. Outside 
a small squad awaited a signal to start the raid. Police entered the bar 
and the lights came on. Because it was after midnight there were over 

200 people present, far more than the early 
evening raids had ever netted. The police in 
the bar called for more backup. People who 
had never experienced a raid at that time of 
the night began to run for the door. The police 
blocked them.
 Standard procedure was for all the patrons 
to line up with their IDs. Women police officers 
would then take anyone dressed as a woman 
into the restroom to see if they were what the 
police considered “biologically male.” But that 
night, for the first time, the women refused to 
go. Then people presenting as men refused to 
produce their Ids. The police decided to take 
most of them to the police station. Patrons 
reported that the police then began sexually 
assaulting the lesbians while searching them.
 Patrol wagons were late. Police let some 
people who were not going to be arrested 
go, but they lingered outside. The crowd 
grew. LGBT folks began to mock the police. 
People in the neighborhood joined the crowd, 
swelling it to 150 people. Someone shouted 
“gay power” and people began to sing We 
Shall Overcome. A police officer shoved a 

transgender woman and she hit him with her purse. The crowd, tired 
of years of being pushed around and treated without respect, began to 
boo. An officer dragged a hand-cuffed butch lesbian out of the bar and 
hit her on the head with a baton. Many identified her as genderq activist 
Stormé DeLarverie. She shouted at the crowd, “Why don’t you guys do 
something?” When an officer picked her up and threw her into the back 
of the van, the uprising ignited.
 The crowd had now grown to over 500 people. They began to try to 
turnover the van and police cars. They threw coins and beer cans at the 
police while shouting insults. 
 The police, now hopelessly outnumbered, backed into the Stonewall, 
trying to barricade themselves inside the bar. Everyone outside was now 
hurling garbage cans, bottles, rocks, and bricks at the building, breaking 
the windows and pelting the walls. The crowd spontaneously tore a 
parking meter from the sidewalk and used it as a battering ram against 
the door. 

 “You’ve been 
treating us like shit 

all these years? 
Uh-uh. Now it’s our 

turn!
 It was one of the 

greatest moments 
in my life.

”



 The uprising grew to 1000 people. When the police tried to use a 
firehose to disperse the crowd, the water pressure was too low. Crowd 
members lit garbage on fire and stuffed it into the building windows. The 
turmoil continued until a large squad of riot police arrived with drawn 
guns. Finally by 4 a.m. the crowds dispersed. 
 Transgender activists Sylvia Rivera and Marsha P. Johnson appeared 
at the scene when the uprising was in full swing. Rivera said about that 
night, “‘You’ve been treating us like shit all these years? Uh-uh. Now it’s 
our turn!’ . . . It was one of the greatest moments in my life.”
 A reporter trapped inside the bar called all the major newspapers 
that covered the story, making it international news. Many LGBT people 
had been injured by police and were arrested. One police officer had 
a small cut over his eye. There were no other serious police injuries. 
Violent skirmishes with police continued on following nights as 
thousands of angry LGBTQA people shouted “gay power”, while 
demanding fairness and equality. People there reported that the collective 
feeling was that from that moment on nothing would ever be the same. 
“We are never going to turn away meekly again,” was felt by everyone. 
 Within a few weeks, LGTBQ organizations began to form. People 
began to demand gay rights and challenge that being LGBT was 
morally wrong or some kind of disease. Sylvia Rivera and Marsha P. 
Johnson began groups to support trans people in New York. Other cities 
experienced LGBTQ riots and demonstrations. 
 Some people believe that the nearby funeral of Judy Garland, that 
included a vigil into the night of June 27, helped spark the uprising. 
Others cite Civil Rights and Women’s Liberation marches, and the 
previous year’s assassinations of Martin Luther King and Robert 
Kennedy as catalysts. 
 Frank Kemeny, who had begun yearly demonstrations with other gay 

and lesbian activists in 1965 in Philadelphia, recognized that a parade and 
demonstration on the anniversary of the Stonewall uprising in New York 
in June would codify and capitalize on the energy of this new outspoken 
movement. Kemeny had believed that a quiet understated approach 
would work best, but now understood that public demonstrations were 
more effective. Yearly Gay Pride marches in NYC became so significant 
that real change began to occur, and LGBT events in June and other 
months began to pop up all over the country.
 In June of 2016, President Obama declared the cite of the Stonewall 
Uprising a National Monument. 

T his year, in honor of the 50th anniversary of Stonewall, NYC Pride 
2019 welcomes the world to join with WorldPride to celebrate a 

half-century of LGBT liberation. Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community 
Center in partnership with FACT Lehigh Valley (Fighting Aids 
Continuously Together) has organized an overnight bus trip to fully 
experience New York City Pride, World Pride, and Stonewall50!
 The package includes roundtrip transportation and hotel 
accommodations within a block of the Pride March. Lehigh Valley 
departure is Sunday June 30; return July 1. Two people: A double-
occupancy hotel room with breakfast, 2 seats on the bus and a $20 
tax-deductible donation shared between Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT 
Community Center and FACT Lehigh Valley, is just $415 total. Single-
occupancy hotel rooms with a bus ticket are also available. 

For more information about this once in a lifetime trip, see
www.bradburysullivancenter.org

or email: Ariel Torres at ariel@bradburysullivancenter.org

About:
Providing legal services to the LGBT community for over 25 years. 
Board Member and Officer of Pride GLV, Member of LGBT Business 
Council and Founding Contributor of Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT 
Community Center. As a gay man, Mark has first-hand knowledge 
of the challenges that face the LGBT community. He lives in the 
Lehigh Valley with his husband and son.

Services Provided:
• Pre & Post Nuptial Agreements
• Partition of Property & Equity Actions
• Divorce
• Custody
• Child & Spousal Support
• Child Custody & Visitation
• Wills, Powers of Attorney & Living Wills
• Adoption & Assisted Reproductive Technology Law
• Name Changes
• General LGBT Legal Issues

Mark B. Stanziola, Esq.
Attorney at Law

GARDNER LAW OFFICE 
740 Main Street | Bethlehem, PA 18018

mstanziola@gardnerlawyers.com

610.866.9529





Stephen Libby: Tell us about Buyer & 
Cellar. Is it based on a true story? 
Douglas Atkins: Buyer & Cellar, as 
stated in the opening monologue of the 
show, is a work of fiction. It is loosely 
based around Barbra Streisand’s book 

My Passion for Design from 2010. Playwright Jon Tolins weaves a tale based around 
the idea that an out of work LA actor gets hired to maintain the mall she has in her 
basement - that part is true. Pick up the book and turn to page 190 to see the mall for 
yourselves. It’s wild! 
SL: What drew you to this tale? 
DA: This is a true tale about the cost of celebrity. We see an ordinary man begin to get 
swept away in this fantasy world he and Barbra Streisand have in this basement mall, 
and how it affects his outside life. However, what it really was is that I fell in love with 
Tolins’ writing - the jokes are poignant, the references are both obvious and nuanced, 
and his characters go on such a clear, concise journey. 
SL: Where does Barbra Streisand fall on your list of divas? Who’s number 1 and 
why? 
DA: In the play, Alex has a line that states “When I first started this job, I was not that 
big a Barbra queen.” The same could be said of me. I only really knew of Hello, Dolly!, 
Funny Girl, and my mother had the double disc album of Barbra: the Concert (the all 
black album, as I liked to call it). Having done this show and becoming familiar with 
her life and her canon of work, I’d say she’s probably moved up to #2 - right behind 

Beyoncé Knowles. I grew up choreographing Destiny’s Child dances in a church 
basement with my sister and best friend, and I have just always loved her drive and 
how devoted she is to giving 1000% to everything she does. A true visionary. 
SL: What was the best thing about growing up in the Lehigh Valley? 
DA: It would have to be the proximity to every aspect of life possible. The arts and 
culture scene is amazing in the Valley alone - I was able to attend the Lehigh Valley 
Charter Arts High School where I studied under Diane Wagner, JC Lee, and other 
amazing teachers to get my foundation in acting. It’s also extremely close to both 
Philadelphia AND New York (the latter of which I frequented more often, but found 
a true home in the former), and if you drive 45 minutes north... you’re in the Poconos 
with nature and sunshine. It was truly an ideal place to grow up. 
SL: I understand your preferred opening night gift is twin rugby players? Where 
would one find such a gift? 
DA: It is; I believe there is a set of twins on the Philadelphia rugby team? Are they 
available? I don’t know, but let’s work on finding that out. In all seriousness, truly the 
best opening night present would be seeing my partner and my two dachshunds, all of 
whom are holding down the fort in Houston, TX. 
SL: Where else can people see you? What is next for you? 
DA: Well I live in Houston full-time now, so come on down and we’ll have margaritas 
and some great BBQ! In terms of what’s next: I have a few things in the works. A 
couple of definite, and I am also auditioning for a few more things that would bring 
me back to this area, but I cannot officially announce anything yet... so stay tuned! 

D o u g l a s A t k i n s
Actor Douglas Atkins shares his experience of bringing Buyer & Cellar to life on stage, his #1 diva, why he enjoyed growing up in the 
Lehigh Valley and his affection for rugby players!

Stephen Libby: Why is the time right for Easton Pride? How will this be the same/
different from Pride in the Park in Allentown?
Alba Lombay: We are glad that the LGBTQIA community has an increasing amount 
of support, and we are very excited be able to bring that inclusiveness to the city of 
Easton.
Easton does not have any major events catered towards the 
LGBTQIA community so the time is now. We want to offer 
a fun and safe environment for the entire family to enjoy. 
There are a few major celebrations that have never been 
done in Easton, Pride being one. We want to change that 
so no one is excluded.
SL: Who came up with the idea and who is involved? 
Sponsors? Entertainment? 
AL: The idea was originated by Stacey Jackson of Jackson 
Café. Jackson Cafe is an entertainment and event planning 
company specializing, but not limited to, shows, soiree’s, 
annual events and social mixers. Each can be utilized as 
a marketing tool for your business. Sponsors include— 
but are not limited to—Weyerbacher Brewing, WFNK 
RADIO, the FUNKtion sound, GFUNK out of New Jersey, 
Lil Hipsters closet , The Divafluff Queen, ACCESS self 
storage, Lehigh Valley Gay Men’s Chorus and The Gay 
Journal. Additional sponsors will be announced shortly

 as we finalize agreements. Our featured host, DJs, and live performance artist are 
on the flyers. We are also going to have a featured performance by the Lehigh Valley 
Gay Men’s Chorus. We will be announcing additional details on entertainment on the 
event page Pride on the Riverfront in the very near future.

SL: What is your experience as an event planner?
AL: Our Founder, Mrs. Stacey Jackson, has over 15 
years of experience in party planning, catering, hosting 
and bartending. She has successfully organized various 
events, linking working professionals and businesses 
through services and national media channels. Our most 
recent endeavors were The 1st Annual Art of Music 
Festival (August 18, 2018) and The Denim & Grey Soiree 
(October 6, 2018. Each event was held in Easton, PA. Each 
was successful and allowed various vendors and small 
businesses to enjoy marketing opportunities with direct 
access to their target market. 
SL: How can people get involved?
AL: Interested parties can contact us through email at 
artofmusicinfo@gmail.com, our Facebook page Jackson 
Cafe as well as the event page on Facebook, Pride on the 
Riverfront. We would like the community to be involved 
as much as possible as are always in search of speakers, 
vendors, hosts, sponsors etc.! Please feel free to reach out 
for more information.

ALBA LOMBAYfrom Easton’s Pride on the RiverFront
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Lehightonon, PA 61010-0-37777-7-9577     info@TheWoods.camp

MAKE NEW FRIENDS
POOL PARTIES VOLLEYBALL

DANCE CLUB BONFIRES
4 MILES OF HIKING TRAILS

RESTAURANT MASSAGE BYOB
CLOTHING OPTIONAL RESORT

2019 Themes
Bears, Leather/Fetish

Christmas in July, 
Illumination, Key West

Tropical Islands
LGBTQ Pride, Mardi Gras

Frat Party, Drag
Country Western
Gay Geek Fest

and lots more!



Steve Libby: How did Gail Hoover’s Charity Birthday Bash come to be? 
Gail Hoover: Spring of 2012, we were just coming off of a harsh winter. 
Cabin fever ran rampant. I was ready to get out and be with people. 
Getting friends together for a birthday dinner seemed perfect. Well, I 
totally under estimated the extend of the cabin fever. Before we knew 
it, there were 75 people who RSVP’d as going! With that many people 
coming together, we should do some good and contribute to local 
charities. 
SL: How did you decide who should benefit from the event? Why are 
these important groups to you? 
GH: The money is raised locally in the Lehigh Valley, I wanted it to stay 
local. It was also important that we supported organizations with little 
overhead where the majority of the donated funds went to the cause. Each 
year, the money raised is divided in 2. Half always goes to FACT Lehigh 
Valley (Fighting AIDS Continuously Together) which provides emergency 
funds for people with HIV/AIDS. Having been there when FACT was 
born, it’s always been dear to me. The other half has always supported 
an animal/pet shelter/cause. We have supported 2 different shelters, No 
Nonsense Neutering and a pit-bull rescue. Then in 2017, I looked for a 
unique way to help pets in crisis. As a former City Councilwoman, I know 
the budget has no money put aside for this. I meet with City of Allentown 
Fire Chief Lee Laubach and suggest that the Birthday Bash outfit the first 
responder vehicles with pet oxygen kits. He was thrilled and asked for one 
more thing that the department could really use.... collapsible nylon crates. 
The crates would provide a safe place to contain the pets once they’ve 
been rescued. Well, the universe’s timing was incredible. Allentown had 
the kits and crates in their possession for just a few days when a fire call 
came in. It was a kitchen fire. When they got on scene, there were over 
50 cats in the house. With our donation, they were able to say half of the 
animals that were in that house. Since it worked out so well in Allentown, 
we then outfitted the first responder vehicles for the City of Bethlehem. 
Now, in 2019, we will outfit the City of Easton along with the organization 
that responds to animal emergencies in both Lehigh and Northampton 
Counties, LV CART (Lehigh Valley County Animal Rescue Team). 
So in just 3 short years, the Birthday Bash has outfitted not just one 
municipality, not just two neighboring municipalities but all 3 of our 
municipalities. Our entire region of 1st responders is equipped to help 
pets in crisis. With municipal budgets as tight as they are, I would say we 
are probably the only entire region in the country. 
SL: Tell us about the Bash itself. 
GH: Well, it is a bash. It is a community event. All of the outstanding 
food is donated by top restaurants and caterers. We have amazing auction 
items available for bid. The most unique feature of the Bash is our 
entertainment. We do a lip sync battle which makes the Bash the most 
memorable event of the year! 
SL: How can people contribute? 
GH: Show up with your credit card and cash! Buy a ticket, bid on auction 
items, vote for your favorite lip syncer with your tip money. If you can’t 
show up, you can go to www.gailsbirthdaybash.com. Follow the directions 
for tickets. Once on the tickets page there is a donation button. 

Gail Hoover’s Charity Birthday Bash
Sigal Museum, 342 Northampton St., Easton, PA 

VIP meet & greet 5:30–6:30
Full blown Bash 6:30–10:00 

Combo Tickets: $75 | Bash only: $50
( You really want to do the combo... trust me!)

Charity
Birthday
Bash

Gail Hoover’s

—

Photo by Dustin Weiss
Hair & Make-up by Nehemias Nunez & 

Carina Clemens10
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Tonys 
&Tapas

2019

BUYER & CELLAR           
MARCH 15-24
Written by: Jonathan Tolins
Alex More has a story to 
tell. A struggling actor in 
L.A., he takes a job working 
in the Malibu basement of 
a beloved megastar. One 
day, the lady herself comes 
downstairs to play. It feels 
like real bonding in the 
basement, but will their 
relationship ever make it 
upstairs?  

FUN HOME                             
MAY 3-19
Music by: Jeanine Tesori
Book and Lyrics by: Lisa Kron
When her father dies 
unexpectedly, graphic 
novelist Alison dives deep 
her into her past to tell 
of the volatile, brilliant, 
one-of-a-kind man whose 
temperament and secrets 
defined her family and 
her life.

CIVIC THEATRE SCHOOL PRODUCTION

THE LION KING, JR.             
APRIL 4-7
Music & Lyrics by: Elton John 
and Tim Rice | Book by: Roger 
Allers and Irene Mecchi
Disney’s The Lion King has 
captivated the imagination of 
audiences around the world. 
The African’s Savannah comes 

uforgettable cast of characters 
as they journey from Pride Rock 
to the jungle - and back again - in 
this inspiring, coming-of-age tale.  

CONSTELLATIONS             
JUNE 21-30
Written by: Nick Payne
This spellbinding, romantic 
journey begins with a simple 
encounter between a man and 
a woman, but what happens 

the world we think we know, 
-

sibilities of their relationship 
and raising questions about 
the differences between 
choice and destiny. 

June 9, 2019
3:30-6:30 PM

Theatre514 and 
19TH Street Theatre

www.civictheatre.com
Celebrating Civic Theatre’s Artistic Director

William Ross Sanders’ 25th Season!

www.civictheatre.com
610.432.8943

THEATRE514

THEATRE514

19TH STREET THEATRE

19TH STREET THEATRE



Stephen Libby: How difficult is it to become a citizen? What did you 
have to do?
Bryan Guadamuz: It is difficult. When you think about it, it does not 
sound difficult, but when you realize that the process is not optional to 
stay legal in this country, you read the applications with the lawyers to 
get advice and you understand that it won’t be easy. My experience was 
not bad at all, I have to thank a lot people including my ex boyfriend, 
Gilberto Rivera, who encouraged me to do this and supported me 
until the end. We are still friends. I had a visa for many years, which 
never expired, so I think the immigration department did a previous 
investigation of my background here and in Costa Rica and they did 
not find anything that compromised my application. When I started 
the immigration process, the legal advisor requested a large amount of 
money. When I found out how much money lawyers make in this country 
for it, I thought this would be a good business. I thought I wanted to be 
a lawyer, but I went to a college for journalism in Costa Rica instead. I 
paid, they processed the information, and around two or three months I 
received the Employment Authorization card. Three months later I got 
my green card before having a really difficult interview. Unfortunately, 
the system and workers in the Immigration Office make you feel like you 
are doing something wrong. Two years later, the resident card expired 
and I went through the process again to remove conditions, which meant 
more money for lawyers. After being a permanent resident for four years, 
I could have applied for the naturalization process.

Evidently I did everything correctly. Because of the situation of the 
Immigrant population in the United States, to be only a resident does 
not guarantee that you are safe. I love to visit my family in Costa Rica 
and every time I came back, with only having a green card, there were 
limitations at the airport. When I decided to moved to the USA It was a 
decision made with maturity because I was in love and was not willing to 
waste my time and money. I worked so hard and I love the way that our 
gay community lives in this country. In South America we do not have 
laws protecting our LGBT community and it is difficult to be gay, but 
even more difficult if the constitution of your country does not support 
who you are as a human being. 
SL: Why was it important for you?
BG: It was important for me because I was in a long distance relationship. 
I was living my life in Costa Rica, happy with a great job, friends and 
my boyfriend at that time was living in Elizabeth, New Jersey. We were 
together for two years and he told me, “Bryan, it is time for you to make 
your decision. There is no way to maintain this anymore. We have to 
decide whether it is going to work out or not.” So we decided to come to 
the Lehigh Valley because summer time here is similar to San Jose Costa 
Rica. My ex boyfriend visited Costa Rica a few times. He knew that I 
loved Allentown, but my relationship did not work. It was not his fault or 
mine it was just love fading and being from different cultures. However, 
we were completely mature and we made the best decision. We are still 
friends and he supports me through this process. 
SL: Do you ever feel discrimination based on your nationality? or 
your sexual orientation? 

BG: I always tell people that I never take anything personally and I think 
I have a pretty good self-esteem. People from Costa Rica do not have to 
move to this country to make our life happy. I can say that I was the only 
Costa Rican in my naturalization ceremony. I love my fellow Latinos 
and I support them 100%. I am so proud to be a “Costa Rican” living in 
Allentown, Pennsylvania. If you ask how many Latinos are from Costa 
Rica, there are not too many. But yes, discrimination is a reality. We are 
not having a good time right now because many immigrants are suffering 
a lot. Little kids are treated like delinquents. It is not their choice to be 
here, so every time I watch the news I cry because people do not deserve to 
be treated that way whether they are legal or not. We are humans and the 
government of United States of America should improve this situation. 
I’m proud of my sexual orientation. I do not care if people do not agree 
with my beliefs or with the way I live my life. it is not my responsibility to 
make myself acceptable, it is their responsibility to accept me. We live in 
a country with rights, so if you don’t feel your rights are protected, then 
you can fight for it. My advice for the gay community is to be one, to 
protect each other, to love each other, to help each other when necessary, 
and work together to be in a positive environment without negative 
energy. We deserve that because we are amazing people. 
SL: With the current political climate, are you sure you want to 
become a citizen of the US and not Canada? 
BG: Yes, I am sure. I believe that we can help change the climate by 
working with our community with a message of love. I had a horrible 
experience with my Latino community not long ago. My current 
boyfriend is not Latino, it was him who was discriminated against by my 
own Latino community. Despite the fact that we all make mistakes, we 
all deserve a second chance. Maybe my fellow Latinos did not mean to be 
that way, but in the USA, we should be empathetic and love each other 
the way we are. We should respect the way we think and our own beliefs 
because this world would be boring if everybody thought the same way. 
Canada is a cold country and I am not interested at all to be more cold 
than I already am in winters in Pennsylvania because I am from the 
tropics. It is not an option for me, but when I think about the universal 
health care the Canadians have, I like the idea because of my experience 
here working with health insurance. I do believe in the United States of 
America and we can be much better if we are together. 
“La unión hace la fuerza.”

A Conversation With New US Resident

Bryan Guadamuz
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January 22, 2019—Bradbury Sullivan LGBT Community Center

My name is Corinne Goodwin I am one of the leaders of Lehigh Valley Renaissance—a group that has been supporting trans people since 
1992—and I am one of the thousands and thousands of trans women, men and non-binary people who live here in the Lehigh Valley, many of 

whom are veterans or who are currently serving in the military.
 When I speak to the general public about the trans experience I often begin by saying, “trans people come from all walks of life. We are 
business owners, teachers, welders, doctors, truck drivers, sales people, fast food workers, and even ministers. 
 Of course, I also say that trans people are also soldiers. It is estimated that there are at least 15,000 trans people actively serving in the Armed 
Forces and National Guard along with another 135,000 who are veterans. In fact, trans people are twice as likely to voluntarily serve their country in 
the military than non-trans people. 
 I personally know several former and currently serving people who are transgender. One commanded a tank brigade in the first Iraq War. 
At the time of her retirement she was the highest ranking “out” trans person in the armed forced. She had also earned two Bronze Stars and the 
Meritorious Service Medal.
 Another was a pilot who landed on aircrafts carriers in the dead of night. Others are currently Marines and Army infantry serving in Iraq and 
Afghanistan and another is serving on submarines in the Atlantic. Some are even serving in US Coast Guard without pay because of the Government 
shutdown!
 But I want to tell you about one particular friend of mine. That person’s name is Lt. Colonel Bryan/Bree (or “B”) Fram and she is an amazing 
person. In addition to be deployed in Qatar and Iraq, here are some of her activities since joining the Air Force the day after the towers came down on 
9/11:

Branch Chief for targeting in our anti-ballistic missile defense forces
Staff Director for Early Missile Warning 

Project Manager at the National Reconnaissance Office
Legislative Fellow, Office of Congresswoman Madeleine Bordallo

Chief of Space/Cyberspace Architecture Analysis
Executive Officer, Air Force Strategic Plans

Branch Chief & Country Director, Air Force International Affairs

 “B” is currently leading and commanding civilian and military personnel as the Materiel Leader for Cyberspace Integration and Transition.
If you have not figured it out yet, “B” is, literally, a rocket scientist. She is a super-star who is clearly being groomed to be one of the top commanders 
in the U.S. Airforce. Our government has literally spent millions of dollars on her training and development, including paying for a graduate degree in 
Astronautical Engineering. Those millions of dollars are now going to go to waste.
 “B” is also a gender fluid person who came out publicly on the day open-trans military service was announced. And, despite her reservations, 
found that all of her coworkers supported her wholeheartedly. There was not a single objection or negative outcome.
 “B” is doing more than serving her country. She is also serving the transgender warrior in the Armed Forces as the current Director of 
Communications for SPART*A, a group that supports trans and gender non-conforming people all across the military.
 She is something else as well: She is a taxpayer who deserves to have her interests represented and protected by her government.
 That government is currently failing her because she—and others like her—could be summarily dismissed from the Air Force, potentially 
leaving her, her wife and their two young children homeless and without an income.
 Today, “B” was in a meeting at the Pentagon when the news broke about the Supreme Court’s ruling. She is justifiably upset and angry, but I 
want to paraphrase what she posted on her Facebook page during her lunch break. 
 She said: I am not thrilled today and there will be much more to come later, but I’ve got a job to do that comes first. It’s time to get back to do-
ing good work for the Air Force and our country. And that’s the point all of us have been making for years. We are devoted to serving our country.
 For “B”—like all of our trans service members—the mission is and always has been their priority. For them, it is all about service.
 And that’s why I’m addressig you here: to tell you that I am going to serve the server. 
 I am here to let “B”—and every other transgender member of our armed forces—know that I am not going to allow a bunch of old men with an 
18th century worldview ruin their lives—our lives—out of spite.
 But coming to the occasional rally is not enough. We have to take action. 
 At the bare minimum, that means voting in each and every election. But it also includes being out and proud and loud as a trans person and 
visible as a trans ally. It means writing letters to your Congressperson and Senators—handwritten letters that, by law, they are required to actually 
read. 
It also means meeting them in person and having them get to know you as an individual, because it is hard to hate someone you know and admire. It 
means telling our stories. It means taking action. Every single day.
I know that “B” and all of our trans service members can count on me. Can they count on you?

In Response to the Trans Military Ban





Steve Libby: Hey Scott, tell us what’s new at PLACE.
Scott Rothenberger: This is our tenth year in business and we now 
have a design studio open to the public on Fridays and Saturdays 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. We are super excited to offer a retail destination 
location for the community. The design studio gives our followers 
and fans, that perhaps can’t afford a large scale project or have the 
space, options to still have a little taste of what we do. It gives them the 
opportunity to learn more about us and purchase on a smaller scale. 
This was the next natural step in continuing to build relationships in 
the community with myself and my team members. Features in the 
studio are indoor/outdoor furniture, artwork, sculptures, accessories, 
floral arrangements, anything and everything connecting people 
with horticulture and art. In addition, we also have a large selection 
of succulent arrangements. The studio is considered by many the go-
to location for “one of a kind” gifts. One idea for clients, instead of 
purchasing a bottle of wine as a hostess present for a party you are 
attending, you can stop by and pick up a unique item. 
 Speaking of indoor/outdoor furniture, I create pieces that are 
anything but “typical” outdoor furniture. For instance, I created a 10-
foot farm table out of 100-year-old barn wood, purchased vintage wing 
back chairs and recovered them with Sunbrella fabric, and used wicker 
chairs to flank the sides. We create compositions of collected furniture 
rather than buying sets; it’s a much warmer and more interesting feel. 
When creating interior rooms for clients we use this same technique 
for a more custom look and to make it feel as though items have been 
handed down through generations.
SL: PLACE has won many awards for many years. How do you 
maintain that level of quality and community support? 
SR: Thanks for mentioning that, Steve. We are a 17-time Best of the 
Valley Winner with Lehigh Valley Magazine and Lehigh Valley Style. 
In addition, we have won numerous international, regional and local 
awards. Our work has also been featured in books and magazines 
across the country. My greatest award though is when we receive a 
rewarding email, phone call or compliment from someone whose 
space we have created or by a person who has visited one of our spaces.
 You ask how we maintain the level of quality and community 
support. This is a twofold question. Our level of quality comes from 
an outstanding team making it all come together behind the scenes. 
My team and I are always learning about new products and services, 
we feel it is through this continued education that we are able to 
provide our clients with the best product available. Over the years we 
have supported the community through local charities such as JDRF, 
PCFLV, Historic Bethlehem Partnership, Allentown Art Museum, the 
Philadelphia chapter of Susan G Komen, Wings 2 Peace for Pediatric 
Hospice Care with LVHN and more. It is through this commitment to 

giving back to the community that I truly feel the community supports 
us in return. I have been very blessed to be able to make a career out 
of my passion and it is our goal everyday, whether that be with a new 
landscape, interior design or an “over the top” event, to positively 
impact people’s lives.
SL: What is the most challenging request you’ve had from a 
customer?
SR: The most challenging request is when we have a full plate and a 
longtime client calls and asks us to create their event in 3 weeks. I’m 
a “yes” person and we make it happen. Since I love what I do it never 
really feels like work; long hours may make you tired but when you see 
the finished product or the client’s smiling face it is just so rewarding 
and it refreshes us. 
SL: What is your favorite thing to do in your profession?
SR: I love designing at my drafting table and dreaming up exciting 
spaces for our clients but I would have to say my absolute favorite 
thing to do is when all of the plants arrive on the job site, I set up every 
single plant in its proper location. It’s like putting a puzzle together 
where the pieces may seem like a mystery to many but I understand 
them because of my education and nearly 30 years of experience in 
the design industry. I can look at a little black pot of soil with a stick 
or green leaf emerging and know exactly what it’s going to look like in 
years to follow.
SL: What is the one easy thing people can do themselves to make a 
difference in their living space?
SR: I think one of the things people need to do is look at their 
living space from a functional standpoint. Make a list of functional 
requirements and shop from that first—instead of going through 
magazines and copying a space that was designed for someone else. If 
the spaces don’t function for you, you will never truly be fulfilled. The 
best designs come out of solving problems. Choose base colors that 
are what I call “non-colors,” not neutrals but shades and tones that you 
can’t really put a label on. From there, layer up with bold expressions 
of your personality through accessories, artwork, and textiles. 

Scott Rothenberger’s PLACE
www.designbyPLACE.com

610.428.1801
PLACE Design Studio

1780 Route 100 
Bally PA 19503

Open: Friday and Saturday 9:00–3:00
All Credit Cards Accepted 

“Your PLACE will never be the same”
A record 17 time “Best of the Valley” Winner!!

Landscaping | Architecture | Interior Design | Events

Scott recently took some time to reflect on his past ten years in 
business, talk about his new design studio, and explain how to make 
functional (and fulfilling) design choices about your living space. 

Scott Rothenberger wants to help you
 love your PLACE!
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Stephen Libby: Congrats on the exciting news regarding the musicians who have been playing with you. Tell us more 
about that. 
Josh Zuckerman: I picked up the guitar when I was 14 because of Joan Jett’s I Love Rock ’n’ Roll. Since then I was a huge fan 
and everyone knew me as a huge Joan fan. Now, 6 albums later, I got to record my latest album Gone with the Music with her 
drummer—legendary drummer Thommy Price and also her original bassist who was inducted in the Rock and Roll Hall 
of Fame, Gary Ryan. 
SL: Tell us about your new CD, Gone with the Music. 
JZ: Gone with the Music is my sixth album and has a collection of 10 original songs. I wrote 3 songs for Thommy and Gary 
to play on with me and they enjoyed the process so much they said, “We should do more, bro.” I then got so excited and my 
passion ignited to the point of writing seven new songs; some were older unfinished tunes in my archive voice recorders 
that I so wanted to finish but they just didn’t come to me. It was an amazing process as the rest of the seven songs literally 
fell into my lap creatively. 
SL: What is your writing process like? How are you most productive? 
JZ: I always write songs when I’m inspired and I can’t say when or where it takes place as it sometimes can be in the shower, 
in the car, at night in bed. I get a melody in my head and then I record the melody with any type of lyric. Later I put lyrics 
that resonate with my life or something inspiring to write about. 
SL: What musicians have inspired you the most? And, why? 
JZ: Definitely Joan Jett as a kid because I was lost and not sure of myself and this powerful woman rocked my world and 
just loved the way she enticed her audience when she performed and everything she stood for. I was also inspired by Stevie 

Nicks and Fleetwood Mac, Bon Jovi, to 
later in life—Pink, Justin Timberlake, and 
Ed Sheeran. 
SL: What are your goals for 2019? 
JZ: My goal musically is to impact more 
people with my music and my lyrics and 
to gain more fans across the globe. :) 

Josh’s Favorites
Rock star: Joan Jett

Classic vocalist: Stevie Nicks

Golden Girl: “Definitely Dorothy.”

Book: Anything inspirational; You Can Heal Your 
Life by Louise Hay

Travel destination: Portofino, Italy; Santorini, 
Greece; Amsterdam, Netherlands; Paris, France; 
Stockholm, Sweden; Hawaii

Comfort food: Pizza and nachos

Underwear: Kenneth Cole Black

Superhero movie: Superman

Interview by Stephen Libby

Josh Zuckerman has been entertaining the masses for years. Through hit videos, pride festivals and 
groupies, Josh is now at a place where he is playing with the musical icons that inspired him.

JOSH ZUCKERMAN
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1561 Main St. Hellertown, PA 18055 |1-570-854-0691
 rcmoorevintage.com  | rcmooreunique@hotmail.com

Proprietors: Rose Ellen & Clayton Moore



MY TRIP TO

PERU

Stephen Libby: What was your interest in going to Machu 
Picchu?
David Sommers: Hey, it’s one of the 10 wonders of the world. And 
I’m really into Central and South American indigenous art and 
architecture. As a teacher I knew that I could bring a more personal 
glimpse into Peru and its Inca history back into the classroom. But 
mostly it’s a ceaseless curiosity that motivates me to travel. While 
I have traveled extensively through Europe, Mexico and Central 
America this would be my first time back to South America after 
growing up as a child in the Republic of Guyana. 
SL: What were some things you were surprised by? What are the 
sites everyone should see if they go? 
DS: I was amazed to learn about ruins in other parts of Peru, 

like Kuelap, which is even larger than Machu Picchu. If you ever 
plan to go to Peru, I definitely recommend visiting the villages 
of Pisac and Ollantaytambo in the Sacred Valley which are en 
route to Machu Picchu. Set in a supremely beautiful river valley 
surrounded by the mighty snow capped Andes, these two villages 
were once protected by magnificent granite Inca fortresses. Today 
you can climb through the ruins and experience the grandeur and 
sophistication of Inca history.
SL: What was the culture like? Attitudes toward gay people? 
DS: Peru is advancing economically, though not evenly for 
everyone. What I saw in the Andean highlands was rich tradition 
amongst the Quechua people who have also embraced all the 
technology that we have available to us here in the U.S. 
 As for attitudes towards gay people, although the Inca nation 
flag looks remarkably similar to the gay rainbow flag, Peru, a 
predominantly Catholic and socially conservative country, remains 
male-dominated where homosexuality is considered deviant. 
Even though the constitution states that people should not be 
discriminated due to “any reasons,” there are no specific provisions 
for sexual orientations or gender identities. Only foreign same-
sex marriages are recognized. Same-sex couples are advised to be 
somewhat discreet while traveling in Peru. It’s more acceptable to 
be openly affectionate in a larger city, but in rural areas it’s best to 
adopt a more conservative approach if you don’t want to attract 
unwanted attention.
 Having said all this, I found Peruvians to be friendly and 
hospitable and I had many enjoyable conversations in Spanish with 
a wide variety of individuals. All my lodgings were with in Airbnb 
homes, and I found attitudes there to be progressive or, at the very 
least, tolerant. 
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 According to Frommer’s travel guide, in the larger cities, 
especially Lima and Cusco, there are a number of establishments—
bars, discos, inns, and restaurants—that are either gay-friendly 
or predominantly gay. In the bohemian seaside Barranco 
neighborhood of Lima, I saw couples holding hands as they 
crossed the Bridge of Sighs (el Puente de Suspiros) and saw posters 
promoting a gay film festival nearby. Aaron, a gay tour guide, sums 
it up with this hopeful outlook: “Today, you see far more tolerance 
and respect towards us, but there is a lot of work still to be done, 
which needs to start at government level. It helps a lot that more 
and more gay issues are increasingly being reported in today’s 
media, which helps to normalize us in society and gradually leads 
to acceptance.”
SL: Who did you go with? 
DS: I went alone since my travels were part of professional 
scholarship. Besides, my husband’s schedule precluded him from 
joining me. However, I have often traveled alone and find it forces 
me to engage more fully with my fellow travelers and the local 
communities I visit. I also find I become far more reflective, taking 
in all that I observe. I tend to adopt a go-with-the-moment attitude 
and will flex my travel plans and schedule to extend short visits in 
certain locations that I really enjoy.
SL: Are you an avid traveler? Where does Machu Picchu fall on 
your list of favorite places you’ve visited? 
DS: Yes, I’ve been an avid traveler since I took a road trip with a 
good friend at age 19, driving from North Caroline all the way to 
the capital city of Tegucigalpa, Honduras. I’ve seen a lot of cool 
places and met so many interesting and wonderful people; and 
Machu Picchu definitely ranks up there in the top 3 next to the 
Mayan temples and pyramids of Tikal, Guatemala, and my visit 
to the magnificent historic center of Havana, Cuba. With Machu 
Picchu you can be surrounded by hundreds of tourists, 
but if you get there early in the morning, and hang 
out till it closes at nightfall, you can find serene 
moments watching llamas grazing and, as 
the sun sets, dramatic shadows and 
ruins ablaze in golden light. Also, I 
recommend buying a ticket to 
climb the mountain that 
overlooks the ruins—
amazing vistas 
below and of 
the 

snow capped Andes in the distance. However, plan ahead if you 
want to enjoy all that Machu Picchu offers. The whole world is 
eager to travel there, but the number of visitors is regulated to 
just a few thousand a day so you need to book a couple months 
beforehand.
SL: Were you ever tempted to sing Machu Man? 
DS: (Chuckle) No, I don’t sing, unfortunately.
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SpringSpring
Stephen Libby: Why did you start Platinum Star Services? What is 
your experience? What are some of the services Platinum Star offers?
Aaron Coleman: I started Platinum Star Services a year ago not knowing 
what to expect. I had worked in the hospitality industry for many years and 
as everyone knows you work a lot of hours and its very demanding with 
very little time at home. One morning I woke up and said to my husband 
before going to work, “I can’t do this anymore.” He looked at me and said, 
“OK, what do you want do?” and I replied, “I’m going to open my own my 
business; I’m tired of making other people money.” Here I am a year later 
with one of the fastest growing cleaning companies in the Lehigh Valley. 
Working in the hospitality industry for so many years gave me the insight 
of how to run a business and I also went back to college later in life for 

Business Management which really gave me the tools and knowledge in 
how to open my own business. It also helped having a mother who made 
her children keep a tidy house and cleaning and organizing came naturally 
because . . . well, I am gay. Platinum Star Services offers residential and 
small business cleaning, and home management organizational services. 
We also help clients with move in or out cleanings, whether they are 
getting ready to sell or purchased a new home. 
SL: Why would someone want you cleaning their home? Do you have 
a team of workers? 
AC: Well, you can always trust Platinum Star in your home. We care about 
the details: Platinum Star Services Cleaning pays special attention to 
the details of every cleaning and lifestyle service to ensure the complete 

A aron and his husband are lovingly renovating their 
spacious and glorious home in Philipsburg, NJ. We 

ended up shooting several shots for this issue there on a 
recent Sunday morning. A few bottles of champagne, lots of 
innuendo, and just when you think it can’t possible get any 
sloppier... guess who arrives falling out of their Penelope 
Pittstop mobile (look it up, you’ll thank me), like Eddie and 
Patsy at a funeral: everyone’s favorite identical cousins, Carol 
Ann Carol Ann & Sharron Ann Husbands. 

with Aaron Coleman
P H O T O S  B Y  D U S T I N  W E I S S

Carol Ann Carol Ann (Left)
and Sharron Ann Husbands (Right)
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satisfaction of each client, and I tell every client I will clean your home the 
same way I clean mine. We have a great team. My sister Jessica is the other 
team leader and we have some other really cute cleaners. Are you looking 
for some part-time work, Stephen? But we all make sure we leave every 
house sparkle with a Platinum Star. 
SL: Are you really just coming in my house to check out my porn and 
my underwear drawer? 
AC: Ha ha, I don’t know, is it worth checking out?! Do people still own 
DVD porn anymore with Smart Phones? But we will dust the cobwebs off 
the sling. We never open drawers, but if you want to leave the toy drawer 
open instead of the underwear one that’s fine!
SL: Will your staff clean my house in their underwear? If I pay extra? 

AC: Although we have been offered, at Platinum Star Services we like to 
keep it professional, I don’t want to catch my employees with their pants 
down and out of uniform. 
SL: What is your suggestion re cleaning the sheets if I had a soccer team 
over last night and we had a Cleveland Steamroller party? 
AC: Unfortunately, we don’t have the proper equipment to clean up a bio-
hazard evening. I would suggest buying new sheets or going to Fort Troff 
and buying the “Tom of Finland Troff ” or a waterproof play-sheet for easy 
clean up! Also, lots of bleach and maybe a new mattress. 

cleaningcleaning
from Platinum Star Services
F E A T U R I N G  C A R O L  A N N  C A R O L  A N N
&  S H A R R O N  A N N  H U S B A N D S

Carol Ann Carol Ann and Sharron Ann Husbands are 
ClanAnn. Identical twin sisters from different mothers. 

After years of separation the girls were reunited 9 years ago 
over a shared love of Captain Morgan Rum and prison movies. 
Since that time the two have become regulars on the Bingo 
circuit. Never ones to miss a chance to generate laughs, these 
two will go to great lengths to entertain and audience--like the 
time they were accidentally arrested on vice charges. Seriously 
though, when it comes to getting laughs these two really clean 
up. Such great times with these two!

Carol Ann Carol Ann & Sharron Ann Husbands 
will be hosting

The 7th Annual AWSOM Tricky Tray!

To Benefit AWSOM Animals
Saturday, April 6, 2019 | $60 per person
Kalahari Resort & Convention Center 

50 Kalahari Blvd
Pocono Manor, PA 18349

Price includes 50 tickets to level 1 prizes,
buffet dinner, beverages & dessert

Cash bar
Spice (Zack), Sharron Ann & Carol Ann will be MCs

Seating questions to Zack at zeplue@yahoo.com

Caro
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When I was 10 years old, my parents took me to an 
amusement park. I don’t remember the name, or much 
of the day. As with most formative moments, the rest of 

the details have blended into dull gray mental static. What has stayed 
with me, bright and bold in vivid color, are the 45 minutes we spent 
watching a troop of divers perform. The show was wonderful. A 
group of handsome, charismatic men performing swan dives, flips 
and twists straight out of the Olympics. And they were funny! The 
act was peppered with comedy and audience participation, and I 
remember having a very good time watching it. But that’s not why 
I remember it so clearly.
 In the second act, a performer emerged in diva sunglasses, 
a curly blonde wig, and a bikini top, water balloon triple-Ds, and 
a bushy late-’90s mustache. The rest of the crowd laughed, but I 
didn’t. It made me very uncomfortable. I had already been taught 
that boys wearing girls’ clothing was wrong. It was something to 
be ashamed of or hide from. And here was this guy strutting about 
around the pool in a gross parody of femininity. I thought, why 
can he do that? Why is he allowed to express this? Why can’t I 
experience the weight of breasts on my chest? Wait . . . Oh, no . . .I 
want breasts. Desperately!
 My name is Cassidy Theoret. I’m a proud trans-woman. In 
retrospect, this sudden realization and sadness that I’d never have 
the body of a woman, that even if I could I wasn’t allowed, probably 
marks the start of my transition journey. Jeepers, it was a doozy! 
Twenty-one years of expression and repression that damn near 
killed me more times than I’d care to admit. But, this isn’t the story 
of how I nearly died. It’s the story of how I lived.
 Alright, first a little context. My mother is very religious. Not 
so religious as to hate people she’s never met or wish Hell on people 
she disagrees with. But she takes her faith about as seriously as I 
take my gender, for the same reason. It saved her. So being pleasing 
to God is very important to her, and by extension, I had to be 
pleasing to God. For my entire childhood, I went to church just 
about every Sunday and several days during the week. I don’t want 
to give the impression that this was torture; the congregation was 
great, I had a ton of friends, we did lots of real community service 
which had a lot to do with being good humans and I had a really 
good time doing it. There was, however, a notable side-effect: I was 
given a world-class education in religious homophobia. 
 It wasn’t really anyone’s “fault,” but inundation in church 
culture exposes one to this sort of thinking presented as immutable 
cosmic truth. While my own congregation was very progressive 
(“open and affirming” of LGB people a year ahead of the rest of the 
synod), I still heard it. In my head this turned into “gay people are 
okay, but what they’re doing is wrong.” 
 Notice, transfolk haven’t even been mentioned yet. At the 
time, the two groups weren’t seen as distinct. Thanks to Ken 
Blanchard, the popular narrative in culture and medicine was that 
“transsexuals” were either gay men who were so uncontrollably gay 
that they needed to pretend to be women to function, or sexual 
deviants engaging in some long-term sexual fantasy about them 
having a vagina. And I was very, very much aware of this perception.
 Besides, there were other social pressures. In elementary 
school I got called a “girl” a lot as an insult. Girls are weak, so if 
I’m a girl I am weak. I can’t be weak, so I can’t be a girl. I also got 
called “gay” as an insult. Gays are like girls, because they like boys, 
so they’re weak. I can’t be weak, so I can’t be gay. This same pattern 
of thought applied to a lot of things.
 “You like dress-up? Don’t play it, that’s girl stuff. Playing 
house? Knock that off. Playing with dolls? Hell no, not allowed. 
Don’t be a girl. Don’t be gay. Don’t be weak…” So by the time I 
graduated high school, I had built a proper, macho, metal-head 
image for myself. Life became all about projecting strength and 
masculinity at all costs.

 Those who befriended me knew it was an act. I was gentle 
and sensitive and kind and loving. I cared about people’s feelings 
and my own feelings. I was openly bisexual. I wore “guyliner” to 
accentuate the depth of my eyes. My sexual fantasies often had me 
taking on the female role. Not just a bottom, but a woman, with tits 
and a pussy and soft skin and long hair and...
 “. . . Oh god. Don’t tell them that. I can’t be one of those 
perverts. I can’t be a ‘tranny’. That’s something other people do. 
People who are confused about who they are and who think God 
made them wrong. . . . That’s not me. It’s not allowed. Besides, what 
would it do to my poor parents? They’d be heartbroken. I’d be 
disowned.”
 On and on the record played, long after I had stopped caring if 
other people were trans or gay or any other subset of the LGBTQIA+ 
community. It was no longer a rule that applied to other people, just 
to me. This went on for years. And I can tell you the very moment 
the eggshell broke and I hatched into a cute little transgirl. But first, 
here’s a short list of moments it wasn’t. 
 It wasn’t a lifetime of knowing, somewhere inside, that a 
girl’s life was just better than a boy’s life. Better clothes, fun with 
makeup, tighter social bonds, a more beautiful body. Yes, there 
would be body issues and slut-shaming and menstrual cramps, but 
somehow, the joy of motherhood, even with all the pain of delivery, 
outweighed it. Plus, breasts. Having breasts is just objectively better. 
But whatever, every guy probably thinks this, right? (Note to any 
eggs reading this: They do not.)
 It wasn’t compromising with a bi-gendered, or some kind of 
other NB identity. I thought maybe there’s some part of me that 
was fundamentally and immutably male which has to be honored. 
That’s clearly true for some folks, but it wasn’t me. For me, it’s 
hard to tell if it was a stepping stone or a stumbling block. It wasn’t 
dressing up for a Halloween party as a girl, presenting female in 
public the first time. Or a friend of mine wrapping his jacket around 
me because I was cold, like it was the most natural thing in the 
world. Feeling soft and vulnerable and cared for like never before. 
You would think that would be it. Nope.
 It wasn’t the support of my wife. When we first started dating 
she thought it was cute I wore panties and long socks. She even 
bought me more, and a few shirts, and a pair of heeled boots. 
She even did my makeup on Halloween. Sometimes I swore my 
femininity would tear our relationship apart, but it didn’t. Instead 
she proclaimed over and over again: “If you ever stop doing this, it 
better not be because of me.” I have no doubt that this helped make 
the realization even possible. But no, all the encouragement and 
support in the world didn’t break me.
 It wasn’t my mother. Toward the end, as I wrestled with my 
identity tooth and nail, I asked her how she felt about transfolk. She 
said she’d never deprive them of rights or participation in society, 
but she could not support them in their sin. That shut me up right 
quick.
 It certainly wasn’t the birth of my daughter. What a precious 
little angel she is! Full of life and potential and grave responsibility. 
How can you look at a child, to whom you are half the world, and 
say with a straight face, “I’m not your daddy”? Nope. Not me. I 
couldn’t even imagine it. But somewhere around her second 
birthday, something changed. I stopped drinking every day.
 Drinking to forget is dangerous, mostly because it works. 
When I was drunk, gender didn’t matter, and on the rare occasions 
it did I was too drunk to berate myself. It worked so well that I 
became an alcoholic and had to cut down drastically or risk 
becoming an unemployed neglectful father. That meant drying out. 
And gender suddenly mattered a whole hell of a lot.
 I told my wife the problem hadn’t gone away, and with booze 
on its way to being properly handled, she was happy to support 
me. Before I knew it we were shopping. For makeup. For hair care Th
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products. For new underpants. For an outfit, which I would wear to Stonewall, 
for my first time ever presenting female in public without an easy excuse or a 
“joke” behind it.
 We went to a friend’s house and got dressed. Then to the club and 
sang karaoke. We drank and I felt in perfect form the entire time. I wasn’t 
as mad as before, or irritable, or asocial. But the new-found comfort left me 
more confused than before. I was almost 30. Surely, it was too late for me. 
Hormones would never work and surgery was so expensive and I was already 
in therapy and . . .
 Then she stepped up to the mic. She was trans and she didn’t care who 
knew it. She sang with a dark, growly voice and the whole room sang with her. 
She was so animated, vivacious, so completely in control of herself that a kind 
of charmed glow followed her in a halo everywhere she walked. I had to talk 
to her. Mustering my courage I walked over and introduced myself. I tried to 
tell her my “real” name, but she held up a hand and stopped me. “We don’t do 
that, honey. What’s your name?”
 “C–Collette.” (Turns out, this is not 
my name.)
 “Collette? Nice to meet you honey, 
I’m Isabelle. What’s up?”
 I asked when she decided to “take 
the plunge,” told her I thought I was too 
old and my parents wouldn’t approve, 
and I didn’t know who I was yet but 
something was going on that I couldn’t 
stop. Not only did she understand, not 
only did she know a million and five 
resources for me to research and find 
support and not only did she already look 
beautiful as hell with promise to get even 
prettier, but she had started when she was 
two years older than I was at that very 
moment.
 My head spun and never stopped, 
and while my wife was apprehensive and 
skeptical that full transition was right for 
me, she encouraged me to figure it out. 
So we went again several times, rapid fire. 
One night no one was coming with us so 
I didn’t have a friend’s house to change in. 
But screw it, I’m an adult, right? So when 
I was fully dressed, shaven, and made up, 
I walked downstairs where my daughter 
met her other mother for the first time.
 “Daddy! You’re beautiful!”
 Suddenly it was too real. It felt 
wrong. It felt amazing to be called 
beautiful and terrible to be called “daddy” 
and the two emotions would not mix. She 
loved me and she would always love me, 
and if I kept going, I’d be that person who looks in a little girl’s face and says, 
“I’m not your daddy anymore.”
 Queue the repression cycle. Repeat drunkenness. Repeat dry-out. 
Repeat return of gender. Repeat going out in new clothes with new makeup 
a full year later. Repeat euphoric nights out and fun weekends. Repeat the 
great relief of self-discovery. Repeat creeping doubt. By this time I recognized 
the pattern of repression and indulgence. So as the smoke cleared and I took 
sobriety even more seriously than before, I was resolved to treat my gender 
with greater seriousness.
 Was I afraid of offending God? Pfff, no. I hadn’t believed in God for a 
decade. Was I afraid of losing my job? Ha! No. They could deal with me or 
fire me as they wished; I’d survive. Was I afraid of losing friends? . . . Maybe? I 
had spent the last 15 years slowly weeding out the bigots, assholes, liars, fakes, 
and backstabbers from my friend circle. If they didn’t like it, tough tiddy. I 
had more. Yet there were a few names on that list I really hoped wouldn’t be 

among the fallen.
 Was I afraid of losing my daughter? No. She was three. There was time 
for her to adjust. “We’ll hug it out,” Annie said. If she felt abandoned, I’d 
reassure her. If she was upset she couldn’t call me “daddy,” we’d work it out, 
somehow. And whatever happened with her mother, she wasn’t going to keep 
me from my child. I had proof-positive of that.
 Was I afraid of losing my wife? Yes. She told me it had to be my decision; 
repeated “don’t you dare stop!” even as she grieved the loss of her “husband” 
and his replacement with a suspiciously familiar wife. She swore the 
relationship could not survive the resentment if she kept me from riding this 
strange gender torpedo out to the end. Forward was the best, and only, way 
to proceed. Even if it hurt. But still, she wasn’t sure where she would land, if 
she would want to be with me as a woman. . . . That was scarier than the rest 
combined.
 What about my parents? I had no reason to suspect they’d be okay with it. 
Dad had gotten more conservative over time. Mom, more religious. Together 

they had a lot of ideas about the world I 
did not agree with. I imagined all sorts 
of scenarios around them disowning me, 
the fight that would follow me coming 
out. Yadda yadda “no son of mine” etc. 
The fear was deep and sharp. Yet in the 
midst of my fear, Isabelle’s voice came 
back to me: “Love tends to win if you just 
give it time.” Still, I had to be sure.
 What finally did it wasn’t the videos 
I watched. Or the article I read. It wasn’t 
the reassurance of friends and other 
transfolk. It wasn’t the political climate 
or any kind of idealistic optimism about 
the goodness of people or my chances 
to be accepted. It was a sudden, violent, 
coming to grips with reality.
 I sat at work, in my baggy khaki 
pants with my faded blue plaid shirt and 
worn loafers, staring down at myself. 
Twelve hours before, I wore a beautiful 
red sweater dress, purple lipstick, 
eyeliner and eyeshadow I’d done myself, 
a smart black leather purse and black 
flats. Now, I felt hideous. I felt disgusting. 
I felt like grabbing a drink and forgetting. 
I felt like if I had to live another day as a 
man—even One. More. Day.—that there 
wasn’t much point in sticking around to 
see how the rest turned out.
 “You don’t have to, you know. You 
could stop. You could be Cassidy instead.”
 No one said that. I said that. To 
me. In my head. The floodgates burst. 

(If you’re still waiting to see when I finally hatch, this is the moment. Right. 
Here.)
 Within three days, I had an appointment with a gender therapist. First 
week, I had told all my friends (very few were incredulous, many; completely 
unsurprised). Two weeks, I told my boss and my HR lady and gave them my 
new name. And on the third week: Mom. I had to tell my mother. In person.
 Anyone who has “come out” knows this feeling. The readiness for a 
fight and the certainty it’s going to go badly, even if you have no reason to 
expect it will, but especially if there is some precedent. When I came out 
as bisexual in college, she countered that childhood trauma just had me 
confused. She was part of the school of thought that transfolk are mentally 
ill and need psychiatric treatment and love, not hormones and “sex changes.” 
Still, this had to be done. My mother and father raised me with so much love 
and encouragement in everything else. They deserved to know the real me. 
“Love wins”? Sure, let’s put that to the test. After all, by this time I was 31 and 
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had a child of my own. What was the worst that could happen? (They could 
disown me and rob my daughter of their presence in her life. Good lord was I 
nervous.)
 I tried to dress modestly for the announcement. My last pair of boy 
jeans, an unaltered t-shirt I loved, a bralette, and a pair of dangly earrings in 
my ears. No makeup, but my hair held back with a clip, and my little girl in 
tow to bring to her grandparents’ house for a sleepover. All my preparations 
did nothing to calm my nerves, and I was busy debating whether I’d tell them 
now or when I saw them next when—
 “Hoh, fancy earrings, huh? Why you wearing those today?” Mom asked.
 “Well, I’ve been meaning to tell you about that, actually . . .” I sheepishly 
replied.
 “What, you’re thinking about becoming a woman?” she asked, laughing.
 “. . . Yes, actually.”
 Silence. It must not have lasted more than 5 seconds but it felt like an 
hour. Just staring me dead in the face looking for the joke. Finding none, her 
face fell slack, she turned and walked away.
 By now, Dad had gotten wind. “You’re . . . you’re what?”
 “I’m transgender. I’m a woman and I’m going to be living as one from 
now on.”
 “Duh . . . er . . . congratulations?”
 And the tension was broken. The questions came quickly. How long 
have you known? (since I was ten), why didn’t you show any signs? (I was 
really good at hiding it), have you picked a new name? (yes, Cassidy), what 
about your job? (they’re fine with it and I already have a new badge), are you 
getting “the surgery?” (I don’t know), all the trope-y questions that shocked 
parents ask their trans offspring. We talked a lot. I told them a bit of why and 
how and that it wasn’t their fault and that I’m still their kid . . . and then Mom 
dropped a good one.
 “I hope you weren’t afraid to tell us.”
 “I was, actually.”
 “Oh honey, I wish you weren’t. Nothing you could ever say or do would 
stop us from loving you.”
 Honestly? I think that’s what this story is all about. Love actually wins. 
Nine times out of ten, love is going to win. And that tenth time? It comes back 
for revenge in round two.
 It’s hard as a new trans, right? Dealing with the fear of rejection and 
desertion. Seems like for every story like mine where the marriage works, 
the parents accept it, and the job doesn’t fire you, it feels like we read 10 
more about everything going to shit and the world turning upside down. We 
read about how the trans suicide attempt rate 
is 45 percent, versus 5 percent of the general 
population. Hearing about hate crimes and 
transgressions against our rights. We grow 
hopeless and tired. Just shut the whole world 
out and curse ourselves for being like this and 
wallow in our misery. But there is hope.
 Maybe not the kind you get in a Hallmark 
card. A subtler, dirtier, messier kind of hope 
that embraces the cold realities of the world and 
plows ahead anyway because you see that spot 
on the horizon you’re aiming at and nothing is 
going to stop you from getting there.
 I expected to write this story talking 
about the danger of being murdered for being 
trans. Turns out, not true. The murder rate of 
transgender adults in America in 2016 was 1.4 
in 100,000. That’s about 1/4 the overall rate.
Gatekeeping in the medical community, that 
idea that you must complete a checklist to start 
your transition, is also in decline. At 2016’s 
Trans Health Conference in Philadelphia, a 
state-wide panel of providers spoke with great 
disdain for gatekeeping practices, and traded 
tips on how to circumnavigate the requirements 

to give trans patients the care they need.
 And while trans hate and trans exclusion are popular topics in LGBTQIA 
news sources and executive memos, global polling shows rapidly growing 
worldwide trans acceptance. 70 percent of respondents from 16 countries 
said governments should do more to protect trans rights. 69 percent believe 
in subsidizing gender confirmation/sexual reassignment surgery, and 61 
percent believe in allowing trans people to serve in the military.
 We still have battles to fight. Bathrooms are still contentious and Trans 
Exclusive Radical Feminists (“TERFs”) are getting louder at home and 
abroad. But rather than a vast resurgence of hate, the uptick feels more like 
the death-rattles of a dying ideology. Love is winning. And it’s going to keep 
on winning when more of us step out of the shadows and into the spotlight.
 As of this writing, I came out to my parents and began life as Cassidy 
a year and a quarter ago. I started estrogen 10 months ago this very day. My 
consultation for GCS/SRS won’t be for another several months. I still have 
bad days and doubt days, but as time rolls by, the voices of dysphoria and “not 
right”-ness inside of me grow quieter and quieter with each passing week.
 I lost no friends. I was disowned by no family. I was not divorced, and 
my relationship with my wife overflows with love and joy. My daughter is 5. 
She calls me “mommy.” Every. Single. Time. The question of my gender, so 
common in the pre-HRT days, has become a non-issue. And wonder of all 
wonders, I have breasts. Beautiful, round, perky 34 DDs that I grew myself 
with the help of untold hundreds of tiny blue pills.
 When I was 10 years old, after the diving show, I asked my mother for a 
pair of flesh colored water balloons. My plan was to fill them a bit, tuck them 
under a shirt and just for once know what they felt like. We did not have any. 
I would not tell her why I needed them when she asked, but for a moment I 
thought she knew and was horrified at what I’d done. I hid in my room the 
rest of the day, trying not to think about it. But I couldn’t stop. The sadness of 
knowing that this was right for me and I would never have it kept me locked 
up inside. It’s been 22 years since then. I wish I could tell that scared little girl 
that everyone thought was a boy that things would get better. That life would 
get fixed. That love would win. That one day she’d have her boobs and her 
body would be a source of joy instead of sorrow and regret.

I can’t tell her that. So instead, I’m telling you. Love Wins. Don’t 
give up. You have a right to your dignity. And you deserve to be happy.
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Naomi Smalls is the stage name of Davis Heppenstall, best known for 
competing on the eighth season of RuPaul’s Drag Race, where she placed 

as runner-up with Kim Chi, behind winner Bob The Drag Queen. Her name, an 
amalgam of 90s supermodel Naomi Campbell and rapper The Notorious B.I.G, 
also known as Biggie Smalls, blends her love of fashion and hip hop. Naomi Smalls, 
currently competing on the fourth season of RuPaul’s Drag Race: All Stars, is out 
now with her fierce new ballroom house anthem, Pose. “Naomi Smalls is a fashion 
model and Pose is her dream world,” explains the drag extraordinaire. She enlisted 
music producers Cameron Traxxx and Todd Diederich and Weird Life Films to 
bring her super chic song to life and says the making of it was the most fun she’s 
had in her seven years of performing drag.

Stephen Libby: Hi Naomi! Congratulations on your success. Tell us about your 
new song and video, Pose. Why is this an important song for you and for people 
to hear? 
Naomi Smalls: Thanks so much. Pose is my first ever dive into the music world. 
Music was not on the radar for 18-year-old Naomi; getting in drag was pretty much 
all I wanted to do. Being able to compete on television and get to know the business, 
I realized there are other outlets to help introduce an audience into your fantasy, 
and that’s music. Pose is the soundtrack to the Naomi Smalls World, fabulous and 
smooth. Get confident and own what you do. That’s what I do. 
SL: RuPaul’s Drag Race is a huge success with a huge audience and rabid fans. 
Because of that visibility do you feel a responsibility to be a role model for 

LGBT youth? 
NS: Absolutely. There was a time when I didn’t understand that, I figured I 
would just do whatever I want, whenever I want. Until I started going through 
a time of just kinda self destruction, and it was affecting my passion for the 
craft of drag. I am honored to be such a role model to kids everywhere to go 
out there and live your dreams. And when I took a step back, I wouldn’t want 
my role model to be feeling the way I was feeling. So I took some time off and 
fixed it, started feeling better and am having so much fun again. And I believe 
it shows. 
 I do know not everyone can embrace their inner queen so freely. I used to feel 
guilty talking about having the best family and mom ever. I asked my mom 
recently what she thought was going on with me when I was wearing booty 
shorts, chiffon tops, Gaga telephone brows and platform heels in high school; 
she said, “Davis, you were just gonna do what you wanted to do and there was 
no stopping you.” If I can help normalize being who you are, and doing what 
you love most as a role model, I definitely want to do that. 
SL: Who were your favorite performers when you were younger? Who do 
you enjoy listening to today? 
NS: One of my earliest memories is seeing the Samantha Mumba’s Baby Come 
on Over music video. That really stuck with me, I thought the way she was 
modeling it out was so fierce. 
 I grew up in California and moved to Chicago when I was 22. During this 
move I was introduced to house music via Smartbar, where I could go dance 
the night away to icons like Derrick Carter and Michael Serafini. I fell in love 
with house, and thanks to Todd Diederich and CameronTraxx just about 
everything I perform lately has a house beat. My all time favorite artists at the 
moment: Drama Duo. 
SL: What are your dreams and goals as a performer? 
NS: I would like to show the world even more of who I am and what goes on 
in my head. It’s an honor to inspire people, and if I can do that by showing 
you who I am then I think that’s something powerful to hold on to and milk 
at the moment. 
SL: What’s an average day like for you when you are not performing? 
NS: I have to set alarms before going to bed. I don’t get much sleep as of late, 
but if I don’t wake myself up I feel like I’ve lost the day. I run to grab coffee, 
and make it back for Wendy Williams’ hot topics, head to the gym, and start 
planning out what I’m gonna wear to my next travels or work on next.
 This time last year Todd and I started producing ideas for Smalls World, which 
is a YouTube docuseries. Working with Todd and my best friend Natasha 
Farias has really helped me fall in love with drag from a completely different 
perspective. Having a team I feel comfortable working so closely with on 
projects has helped me build trust to seek out help in making my dreams come 
true. 
 And then I normally end my day counting the hours till the next alarm goes 
off. 28
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Evan is a recent graduate of 
Muhlenberg College and new 
resident of Philadelphia. Here he tells 
us about the inspiration for his new 
webseries, InQueeri.

Stephen Libby: Tell us all about InQueeri. What are your credits? Writer? Director? How did you think of it? Who is helping you with it? Where do you 
film episodes? 
Evan Brooks: InQueeri is a web series that follows two queer college students, Teddy and James, as they navigate their small college community full of 
normative nancies. I co-created, co-write and co-star in the series with my best friend, Bobbie Esposito. Bobbie and I met while at college and much of Teddy 
and James’s relationship is inspired by the real life relationship of Bobbie and I and the weird/crazy situations we would find ourselves in. We met at a time 
when we were both discovering what queerness meant to us and so InQueeri is, in a lot of ways, about us respectively coming into ourselves. Our good friend, 
Vernon Jordan, III, directed the first two episodes of the web series. Vernon is a person that we met while in college and has aways been someone whose art 
we’ve admired and whose bold queerness we gravitated to. One of the things that our project is invested in is representation on and off the screen. We don’t 
see enough queer representation in the media and certainly didn’t see anything like InQueeri growing up. We want to play a part in changing that. There is 
so much beauty in the queerness of our friends and providing opportunities to work with them is a true blessing. Our team is just under fifty percent black, 
is fifty percent women and is over seventy-five percent queer. We’re lucky to have a super diverse group of talented friends from college. We filmed the first 
two episodes on the campus of our alma mater Muhlenberg College. Looking back, I couldn’t be happier about having filmed the series there because it is the 
geographical location of such growth and friendship and InQueeri is a product of that friendship and the we fostered between us. 
SL: How can people find the series and get involved? Are you still making episodes? 
EB: Anyone who is looking for more information about the series or is looking to get involved should check us out on social media. We have really active 
accounts where we post articles that highlight diversity, queerness, etc. in addition to our own content and updates about the series. You can also check out 
our website, InQueeriwebseries.com to watch the episodes and to find more information about the project, our team, and where you can find the episodes. We 
are always accepting donations to help us pay for the expenses to continue filming the series this spring. 
SL: What does your family think of this? 
EB: Personally, my family is not super involved in the process but Bobbie’s family is very involved and have been our biggest supporters! They are always 
sharing and liking our posts on social media and have collectively contributed to helping us continue filming the series in the spring. We are so very thankful 
for their love and support. 
SL: Is it helping to get you laid? I mean, are you meeting some nice respectable men from doing this? 
EB: Once I’m getting laid as a direct result of the art we are making I will know we made it! Bobbie is in a committed relationship so I guess you could say it’s 
getting her laid. I am still very much single so call me, beep me boys. 
SL: What fills your time and life when you’re not creating InQueeri? 
EB: I just graduated college and moved to a new city! So I’m spending a lot of time discovering Philly and focusing on creating new art, meeting as many new 
folks as possible and learning how hard it is to be an adult.

@InQueeri

@InQueeri_Webseries

@InQueeri
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Known as the king of the rant, LEWIS BLACK uses his trademark 
style of comedic yelling and animated finger-pointing to skewer 

anything and anyone that gets under his skin. His comedic brilliance 
lies in his ability to make people laugh at the absurdities of life, with 
topics that include current events, social media, politics and anything 
else that exposes the hypocrisy and madness he sees in the world. 

Stephen Libby: Hello Lewis Black. I think there are a lot of 
concerned and angry people in this political climate that you speak 
to and maybe for. How did 
you start with your brand of 
insightful angry outbursts?
Lewis Black: Well, I was a 
sarcastic kid and there were 
things that were so absolutely 
stupid, but as far as the comedy 
when I got older, you go on 
stage and you try to find your 
voice. Another comic came up 
to me and said you’re angry, 
just go on stage and yell. I did it 
and it and realized that’s when 
I’m funny.  
SL: Do you find that people 
try to enrage you or get you to 
perform when you’re not on 
stage?
LB: Not really. My audience is 
remarkably nice. Occasionally 
someone in the audience will 
yell something I guess to get 
me going. We do a live feed at 
the end of the show called The 
Rant is Due. People can send 
in questions about whatever 
they’re feeling. I find when I 
read some of these questions I 
think they can’t really be asking 
this; they’ve just got to be taunting me. Mostly they just come up and 
say ‘can you write fuck you Harry to father or cousin?’ Or ‘can we take 
a picture together and both pop the bird to the camera?’  
SL: When you started out there was no social media. Do you find 
that to be helpful or it a pain in the ass?
LB: I find that writing for twitter I’m not funny in 144 characters. And 
I find facebook to be irritating. 
SL: What comedians make you laugh?
LB: Kathleen Madigan. I think she’s exceptional. Ted Alejandro. 
Gaffigan. Bill Burr. Judy Gold. I could sit and list 20-30 more.   
SL: So, as you know, we’re an LGBT publication…

LB: L,G,B,T,Q,I,X,E. What is the I for? Undecided?
SL: Intersexed.
LB: That’s It. I have to check in with the kid that sells my merch because 
there are no morning announcements. I feel like I’m left out here to 
float. 
SL: How have you seen Hollywood, stand-up, the world of show biz 
change for LGBT people?
LB: Well, I think people are more aware. I went to theatre school in 

the 70’s and no one came out 
as gay… Years later some of 
those friends would come 
out to me and say I hope this 
doesn’t upset you but… I was 
just amazed that they would 
think it would upset me. The 
LGBT voices have grown. It 
seems like a lot of performers 
came out and doors opened. I 
helped start a theatre that now 
presents drag performers. My 
friends’ kids are way beyond in 
their understanding than those 
idiots in Congress with all their 
baggage. You have kids that 
are raised by gay parents, you 
morons. 
SL: What are you angriest 
about today?
LB: That we’re not getting 
anything done. Education 
of infrastructure. Just the 
basics would be nice. Before 
you called he was on in the 
background. I never really 
say his name. He’s going on 
about the wall. Mexicans aren’t 
running amuck. And if they 

are, give me numbers. No one steps up from his party right after that 
with facts. Keep him on track and educate him. There are no adults 
in the room. So nothing gets done. That’s what makes me angry. The 
government shuts down and the economy is great. Really? These 
people who are getting checks regularly are looking for food stamps. 
Fuck you! Assholes! And that’s on both sides in that fucking bubble. 
They’ve got to figure it out.
SL: Is there anything else you’d like to add?
LB: I’m just looking forward to coming to Bethlehem. Nothing better 
than a casino attached to an outlet mall. Look, I lost $600 but godammit 
I got a new wallet!

L e w i s B l a c k :

Interview by Stephen Libby
Photo by Clay McBride
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angry white man!
As a long time mentor with the 52nd Street Project, Black 

was roasted in Charred Black 2007, which drew the largest 
fundraising numbers in the Project’s history. He’s a member of their 
advisory board, is co-chair of their capital campaign, and in 2000, 
the Ron Black Memorial Scholarship Fund was created in memory 
of his late brother. Black is also committed to raising funds for the 
Rusty Magee Clinic for Families and Health. He’s a strong supporter 
of both the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation and Autism Speaks and was 
honored by The Brady Center for his commitment to ending gun 
violence. In 2012, he was honored by the ACLU of Georgia with 
their National Civil Liberties Award. At the Williamstown Theatre 
Festival, he established the William Foeller Fellowship, having 
taught and performed at the festival for more than a decade. Black 
also supports our military personnel and has performed in three 
tours with the USO, visiting several Middle Eastern and European 
military bases. 

Lewis Black will be at the Bethlehem Sands Event Center 
Saturday March 9 at 8:00 p.m.



In “Dystopia,” their newest activewear line for men and women, ES 
Collection imagines a post-apocalyptic world that is the direct result 

of today’s extreme capitalism, consumerism, technological dependence 
and pollution. Designer Carmen Monforte draws inspiration from films 
like Mad Max, Blade Runner and Waterworld, as well as books like Brave 
New World and 1984, presenting decadent garments that contradict 
convention. “Dystopia is a futuristic collection that spotlights male and 
female survivors of a global catastrophe,” she explains. “It was fun to create 
as traditional aesthetic patterns gave way to exciting new concepts and 
paradigms.” 

Quality, design, comfort and eco-conscience remain at the forefront of 
the new collection, however Monforte achieves “Dystopia” by incorporating 
contrasting thicknesses, styles, colors, and textures into each individual piece. 
Synthetic quilts and leathers are combined with fine fabrics such as thin 
polyamides or meshes. Gear intended for gym wear feature carabiners and 
ropes. 

ES Collection was founded in 2006 in Barcelona, dedicated to the design, 
manufacture and retail of men’s swimwear. Months after its first opening, 
ES Collection expanded into men’s underwear, sportswear, street wear and 
accessories. The principles that govern the brand are an active awareness 
of conservation and a strong commitment to the improvement of work and 

human rights. ES Collection favors hand-made items and partners with 
regional suppliers to create local jobs that maximize efficiency and minimize 
distances. The brand has always defended and supported equality between 
individuals, positioning itself against all forms of racial, sexual, cultural and 
religious discrimination.

Innovation has been one of the pillars of the brand since its early days. ES 
Collection invented and patented several technologies including the pack-up 
in men’s swimwear, a foam cup which helps improve aesthetics by providing 
the front of the swimsuit with a better shape. 
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The Taste of Peaches 
B radbury-Sullivan LGBT Community Center 

prioritizes the health and wellness of our local 
LGBT communities, and strives to help our community 
achieve health equity. We do this through measuring 
LGBT health disparities across Pennsylvania and then 
developing leading-edge campaigns to address these 
disparities. As such, we have just launched our newest 
campaign, The Taste of Peaches. 
According to the CDC, gay and bisexual men and 
transgender women face a disproportionately 
higher risk of contracting Hepatitis A virus (Hep A) 
infections among adults in the United States. Hep A is a 
communicable disease commonly spread through oral-
fecal contact (including rimming). Fortunately, there is 
a safe and effective vaccine to prevent Hep A, however 
the Hep A vaccine was not routinely provided to 
children prior to 1999, so many adults have never been 
vaccinated. Hep A can be spread through sexual activity 
or contact with fingers or objects that have the virus on it. 
Despite the availability of safe and effective vaccines that can 
prevent Hep A infection, many gay and bisexual men have not 
been adequately vaccinated for it. Nationally and in the state of 
Pennsylvania, rates of Hep A infection have been on the rise. 
According to the PA Secretary of Health, the rate of infection almost 
doubled in 2018. Data available from CDC indicates that only 
approximately 30 percent of gay and bisexual men are vaccinated. 
There are numerous barriers in place. One in four LGBT people 
in the Lehigh Valley report having had a negative past experience 
from a healthcare professional and one in ten fear going to a health 
care professional as a result, and according to the 2018 Pennsylvania 
LGBT Health Needs Assessment, 17% of LGBT Pennsylvanians 
don’t have someone they consider to be their personal doctor. 
What’s more, many healthcare providers lack cultural humility 
and medical competency regarding the sexual health needs of gay, 
bisexual, and queer men, and trans women. Further, there is a 
knowledge gap within the LGBT community regarding how Hep 
A is spread and regarding the availability of the Hep A Vaccine. 
‘If you like the taste of peaches’ is an evidenced-based campaign to 
increase Hep A Vaccinations for gay and bisexual men and transgender 
women in the Lehigh Valley. Free vaccinations are available for 
the entire community on March 13, June 12, September 11, and 
December 4 from 4-6pm at Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community 
Center, the same time as HIV/STI testing so community members 
can get tested at the same time! We encourage our community to take 
our health into our own hands so we can live long, proud lives. The 
vaccine is available. 

Sign up at www.bradburysullivancenter.org/tasteofpeaches

by Adrian Shanker—
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Christopher Castellani

Stephen Libby: What drew you to this triangle of Tennessee Williams, 
Frank Merlo, and Anja Bloom?
Christopher Castellani: I’d long been a fan of Williams’s plays—especially 
Cat on a Hot Tin Roof and Suddenly Last Summer—but I knew little about 
his personal life until I stumbled upon Dotson Rader’s memoir, Tennessee: 
Cry of the Heart, in 1997. I vividly remember opening to the scenes of Frank 
Merlo, his lover of fifteen years, dying in a Manhattan cancer ward waiting 
for one last visit from Williams. The operatic tragedy of that situation drew 
me in, but so did Frank’s story and character itself: his working-class Jersey 
Italian roots, his zest for life, his frustrated dreams and desire to fit in with 
the glitterati, his refusal to tell Williams he loved 
him, and the way he, “tied [Williams] down to 
Earth” so that he could create some of the greatest 
plays of the twentieth century. My goal was to 
shine the spotlight on the character who always 
had to play the minor role as partner of the great 
artist. What was it like to be in such a shadow, to 
occupy that double closet, one in which he was 
both anonymous as an artist and illegitimate as a 
husband? What was it like to have few models for 
what to call this relationship, not only because it 
was between two men, but because of the power 
and class imbalance? 
 While drafting the early pages of the novel, 
focusing primarily on Frank and Tenn and their set 
in 1950s Italy, I came upon a letter from Truman 
Capote in which he mentioned a scandal involving 
a Swedish mother and daughter sleeping with 
the same Portofino fisherman. At a dinner party 
around the same time, I met a very famous Swedish actress in her seventies, 
whose conversation inspired me to make that young Swedish daughter into 
the fictional Anja Bloom, someone who’d be in her seventies in the present-
day U.S. My first thought was that Anja could be one of Tenn’s many muses, 
but I soon saw how she belonged more to Frank: as a foil, as a friend and 
confidante, as an emblem of fame. The triangle provides three necessary 
lenses in which to see and understand each of the characters and their various 
relationships to love, fidelity, and artistic ambition. 
SL: Why is it important to tell their story?
CC: For a queer, being in a relationship with another person has always 
been an act of self-invention. This is as true now—if not more true—as it 
was before marriage equality came to pass. How do I define, limit, expand, 
name, organize, arrange, establish, sustain, and guard the terms I’ve come 
to with this other person? What binds us when the law cannot or will not? 

And if the law does bind us, how can that bind be stretched? I wanted to 
investigate Frank and Tenn’s relationship in this context, but I also wanted to 
see the three of them—Frank, Tenn, and Anja—as being in their own queer 
relationship, a chosen family familiar to many of us who’ve had to leave the 
nest to find a family more accepting and flexible than our own. 
SL: Is Leading Men of its time or do these kind of gay relationships still 
exist?
CC: Both, except now we are forced to contend with the pressures of 
marriage and fidelity from an earlier age, and those pressures can be just as 
suffocating and damaging as invisibility and illegitimacy were before them. 

I’m concerned that queers who choose to live 
outside the expectations of traditional marriage are 
forced to endure accusations of being ungrateful 
or shameful or worse. Just as Frank and Tenn and 
Anja invent and re-invent themselves throughout 
their relationships with each other and other men 
and women, so does virtually every queer I know 
continually check themselves and their values 
against what mainstream culture pre-determines 
for them. 
SL: Are you ever able to just relax or is your 
mind always auditioning life for your next book?
CC: How did you know?? Though I have a working 
idea for a new novel, I’m not fully committed 
to it yet, and so various characters and plots are 
constantly auditioning for me, vying for attention 
and consideration. This is the first time I’ve ever 
been in this position, though: with all my other 
books, I was always sure as I was writing them 

what I was going to write next. It’s both thrilling and terrifying to half-know, 
and to have all possibilities open. That said, even when I’ve known what I’ve 
wanted to write about, the books themselves have always surprised me along 
the way. The introduction of Anja into Leading Men was only the most recent 
of many surprises.  
SL: What do you hope people take away from Leading Men?
CC: I hope they fall in love with Frank and Anja the way I did, and that they 
find the insights into their relationships interesting and even illuminating. I 
hope they feel both transported to another time and place and also at least 
sense a resonance with the way we live now. I hope they think about the line, 
“a writer can live on illusions,” and how that may be true for all of us as well, 
especially when it comes to love and relationships. And, finally, I hope it 
prompts them to (re-)read Williams’s work and watch Visconti’s Senso and 
take an Italian lover. 

Like The Hours or The Master, Leading Men is a fictional look at one of our literary greats, yet Castellani finds even richer subject matter in the man 
behind the man, in the relationship between artists and those who care for them, in the cost of greatness and the ravages of fame. Frank Merlo was 
a working-class Italian guy from New Jersey who was not only Tennessee Williams’s lover, but also his confidante, travel companion, secretary, and 

caretaker. Williams wrote all his truly great plays during their time together, but they were estranged at the time of Frank’s untimely death in 1963, after which 
Williams never wrote another hit. As he wrote in his Memoirs, “As long as Frank was well, I was happy. He had a gift for creating a life and, when he ceased to 
be alive, I couldn’t create a life for myself.”
      Weaving together fact and fiction, Castellani takes a two-week gap in Williams’s diary from the summer of 1953, and fills in the blanks, intimately 
resurrecting a kind of love story we rarely see in fiction. In alternating chapters, he conjures the events of a fateful Italian summer alongside scenes of Frank on 
his deathbed ten years later, anxiously awaiting a final visit from his former lover. The result is a heartbreaking glimpse into the lives of the people living behind 
the curtain, and a stunning, atmospheric meditation on love, art, and ambition. 

photo by Michael Joseph
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On the first Saturday in May, the most electrifying two-minute 
sporting event of the year inspires a plethora of Kentucky Derby-
themed parties across the country. The drink of choice for these 

celebrations is the mint julep. The origins of this classic Southern libation 
stretch back to the 18th century, when mixing mint and sugar with liquor 
made the harsh spirits of that time easier to swallow. However, the growth 
of commercial ice houses in the early 19th century delivered a refreshing 
upgrade when a big scoop of crushed ice transformed the concoction into the 
quintessential summer cooler. When the mint julep was deemed the official 
drink of Churchill Downs in 1938, the bourbon-based cocktail became 
synonymous with Kentucky Derby culture (much like opulent hats) and 
a wave of popularity swept the nation—the equivalent of going viral, pre-
internet.
 Composed of just four ingredients—bourbon, mint, sugar, and crushed 
ice—the mint julep is seductive in its simplicity. Not even a cocktail shaker is 
required, as the drink is built in its serving glass. Proper execution, though, 
hinges upon the precise balance of these elements. For advice, we turned 
to Troy Ritchie, bourbon steward and manager of the English Grill at The 
Brown Hotel, a grand and gracious landmark in downtown Louisville for 
nearly a century. In a city renowned for a flourishing bourbon industry, this 
historic destination’s elegant Lobby Bar is a stop on both the Urban Bourbon 
Trail (featuring bars and restaurants) and the Urban Bourbon Experience 
(which adds distilleries, retailers, and more to the mix).* 
 “Bourbon is a passionate topic, like wine or politics,” Ritchie says. “There 
are no bad bourbons any longer. Now there are different styles and personal 
preferences, but we’re making a cocktail versus drinking something straight. 
When you’re dealing with sugar and how it plays on the palate, it changes 
that beverage. Think of the tactile sensation going from front to back: You’re 
actually taking a lot of that ‘Kentucky hug’—a warming effect across the chest 
and down the throat—an alcohol-related experience. Bourbon is not a weak 
spirit. It’s a strong beverage and by law it has to be minimum of 80 proof, 
or 40% alcohol.” And, technically, it can go as high as 140 proof, so it’s a 
big variance in alcohol. Part of what we’re trying to create is a more social 
drink rather than a straight liquor beverage. In an historical context, we’re 
tweaking the spirit slightly to make it lighter and aperitif-ish: It won’t knock 

your sox off like a dry martini before dinner. The sweetness moderates and 
lowers the alcohol feel and lessens the Kentucky hug ever so slightly.” 
 When shopping, stifle any impulse to purchase rare and wildly expensive 
bourbon for juleps. “That would be a sacrilege,” Ritchie notes. (By all means, 
acquire that bottle of Pappy Van Winkle, but save it for sipping.) 
 After bourbon, the next cornerstone is mint. Native Kentucky mint grows 
wild in this verdant state, and the best substitute, mentha spicata ‘Kentucky 
Colonel’ mint—a hybrid of the indigenous spearmint—can be grown easily 
in a container. (You’ll find plenty of uses for a big pot of fragrant greens 
throughout the summer, from mojitos to salads to smoothies. Try planting 
several varieties of this easy-to-grow herb, including Chocolate Mint and 
Pineapple Mint—never peppermint—and compare the differences with a 
julep tasting party. 
 The traditional julep-making technique starts with lightly muddling 
mint leaves with sugar, preferably superfine, in the serving glass. (There’s also 
been an uptick in replacing sugar with agave syrup.) While ideal for crafting 
a cocktail or two, using homemade mint simple syrup speeds up the process 
during a party. 
 While a classic silver mint julep cup offers an if-you’ve-got-it-flaunt-it 
cachet, this vessel’s appeal is as much functional as decorative. The extreme 
thermal conductivity of silver means the crushed ice takes longer to melt 
and even allows frost to form on the cup—keeping your drink in a pretty 
chill dilution stasis during a long, leisurely sipping session. Note that silver-
plated is nearly as effective and far less costly. Pewter is also an attractive and 
traditional option, and glassware is totally functional—we’re note promoting 
julep snobbery.
 The only inflexible julep rule is ruling out ice cubes: These will quickly 
water down the drink. Technically, the “drier” the ice—not too melted—the 
better. This can be achieved by wrapping cubes in a heavy tea towel and 
crushing manually by bashing with a meat tenderizer, rolling pin, or—for 
a certain terroir—a Louisville slugger. (This is also therapeutic.) The cloth 
retains water melted from the ice fragments, again delaying drink dilution. 
However, for just a few dollars invest in a Lewis bag to crush ice. These heavy-
duty canvas drawstring bags, originally created to carry coins for banks, will 
happily stand up to endless beatings through many mint julep seasons. 

TGJ Test Kitchen Notes: For an extra dimension of mintiness, rip several leaves into pieces and place them at the bottom of the glass before adding ice. Also slap the 
mint sprig garnish between your hands before tucking into the glass. This releases aromatic oils from the leaves, making the drink super-fragrant and impressing guests 
with your mixology moves. Looking for a fancy finish? Swap club soda for champagne. Finally, keep the dusting of powdered sugar under control by using a sieve or 
shaker. While the festive garnish isn’t required for taste—the syrup delivers the proper sweetness—consider this the cocktail equivalent of wearing a fabulous Kentucky 
Derby hat.

T H E  B R O W N  H O T E L  M I N T  J U L E P
2 ounces Maker’s Mark bourbon (Woodford Reserve or Four Roses also recommended)  |  2 ounces mint simple syrup (recipe below)  |  Crushed ice

Club soda  |  Fresh mint springs for garnish  |  Powdered sugar for garnish

For syrup: Combine equal amounts sugar and water and several sprigs mint in a small saucepan over medium heat. Stir until sugar dissolves and syrup thickens slightly. 
Remove from heat and allow mint to steep until syrup comes to room temperature. Strain to remove mint leaves. Refrigerate until needed.

Fill a double old  
fashioned glass or 
tall collins glass with 

crushed ice

Pour in bourbon and 
mint syrup

Stir gently Add a splash of 
club soda

Garnish with fresh 
mint sprig

Sprinkle with   
powdered sugar

Enjoy!



Stephen Libby: I think you’re going to find that a lot of people would like 
to Mess Around with you… Knowing that, describe your perfect man 
(who you would like to Mess Around with) using physical attributes from 
all of The Avengers.
Yanni Burton: Hahaha, how did you know I had a thing for the birth child 
of Captain America and Thor… 
SL: Seriously, tell us what lead to Mess Around.
YB: Mess Around focuses on my recovery and the rebuild of my sexual, 
emotional, and physical identity. I was dating a guy that wasn’t really taking 
things as seriously as I was, and of course I found out he was messing around 
with someone else. I was completely done with all the bullshit and wanted to 
let that certain someone know that I was back, stronger than ever, and just 
as capable to mess around, which I did. 
SL: You have been called a cutie-patootie. Discuss… 
YB: Ha ha, have I?? Well what can I say, I try and keep it cute, isn’t that the 
least we can all do? 
SL: Give us your bio in 5 sentences.
YB: I’m an Aussie guy having grown up in Adelaide before moving to 
the states for college. Here, I received a bachelor’s and master’s degree in 
orchestral performance from The Juilliard School. Outside of my recording 

career I’m also the Director of Production for a small arts company and 
Producer and General Manager of the Salome Chamber Orchestra. I’ve 
performed alongside artists like John Legend, Michelle Williams, Natasha 
Beddingfield and Rufus Wainwright. 
SL: Who influenced your taste in music and the music you produce?
YB: So many amazing artists have influenced my sound and style. Currently 
I’m listening to a lot of Troye Sivan, Tove Lo, Robyn and my friend and 
producer of this track, Tiger Darrow. 
SL: What’s next for Yanni Burton?
YB: I have a few more singles coming out this year, followed by an EP which 
I’m dying to share with people! I’ll also be back and forth to LA for some 
writing sessions and music video shoots which I cant wait to get my hands 
into! 
SL: What does an ideal day look like for you?
YB: My day looks very much like a “gay thirty-something in New York 
City” I’m out the door early to go to Barry’s Bootcamp, followed by work 
(gotta hustle). The afternoons I’m either at the studio recording and writing, 
at home playing piano with the cats by my feet or ordering takeout and 
watching Netflix with my fiancé…
SL: Awww…

Y A N N I B U R T O N
let’s Mess Around with

Aussie singer and musician, Yanni 
Burton took a few minutes to 

discuss his favorite Avengers, explain his 
new song title and suggest the least we 
can all do…

Interview by Stephen Libby
Photo by Charles Quiles
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2018 was arguably the banner year of the #MeToo 
movement. While this has resulted in greater awareness 
of how rampant sexual harassment is in the context of 

employment, the public conversation has yet to shift to the 
prevalence of sexual harassment in housing.  
  There is a lack of reliable data on the prevalence of sexual 
harassment in housing, particularly as it relates to the LGBTQ 
community. However, studies indicate that approximately 51 
percent of LGBTQ people say that either they or a friend or 
family member have experienced sexual harassment because 
they are LGBTQ. This includes sexual harassment that occurs 
in the place where a person should 
feel most secure, a person’s home. 
Considering housing insecurities 
that already severely impact the 
LGBTQ community, in particular 
those of low income status, it is 
likely that many incidents of sexual 
harassment in housing are never 
reported.                 
 There is some recourse in 
the law for those who experience 
sexual harassment in housing. In 
Pennsylvania, sexual harassment (in 
public and private housing) is a form 
of sex discrimination prohibited 
by the Fair Housing Act and the 
Pennsylvania Human Relations Act, 
as well as other federal, state and 
local laws. While there are some 
limited exceptions that may apply, 
these laws prohibit discrimination 
by providers of housing, such as 
landlords and real estate agents, 
as well as other entities, such as 
municipalities, banks or other 
lending institutions, and co-op and 
condominium boards.  
 These laws may also impose 
liability on a housing-provider for failing to take appropriate 
corrective actions to address sexual harassment of a tenant by its 
employees or agent, or even another tenant of which the housing-
provider knew or should have known.  
 Further, they also include protections against retaliation for 
anyone engages in protected activity, such as filing a complaint 
or otherwise opposing unlawful discrimination. This means 
that a landlord cannot evict you for filing a complaint of sexual 
harassment or for cooperating in a sexual harassment investigation.       
 Similar to sexual harassment in the employment context, 
unlawful sexual harassment may take one of two primary forms, 
“quid pro quo” harassment and “hostile environment” harassment.  

 Quid pro quo harassment refers to an unwelcome request 
or demand to engage in conduct as a condition of obtaining or 
maintaining housing or housing-related services. This may include 
a landlord refusing to lease a property unless the potential tenant 
performs sexual acts, or a loan officer refusing to issue financing to 
someone who refuses sexual advances.          
 Hostile environment harassment refers to unwelcome conduct 
that is sufficiently severe or pervasive as to interfere with the sale, 
rental availability, or terms, conditions, or privileges of the sale or 
rental housing or housing-related services or a real estate-related 
transactions. This includes a real estate agent sending unwelcome 

sexually suggestive text messages 
to a home buyer, or a maintenance 
worker hugging or groping a tenant 
who in an apartment during an 
inspection.   
 Unlawful sexual harassment 
does not require physical contact 
and may be verbal or in written 
form.  Further, a single incident 
of harassment may constitute a 
discriminatory housing practice 
where the incident is sufficiently 
severe to create a hostile 
environment or evidences a quid 
pro quo sexual harassment.  
 To limit liability for sexual 
harassment, it is imperative that 
landlords and other housing 
providers understand the various 
forms of sexual harassment, provide 
proper training to employees and 
agents, and adopt (and enforce) 
legally compliant practices and 
policies against sexual harassment. 
These policies should include 
reporting procedures and 
consequences for those who engage 
in sexual harassment.      

 If you believe you are the victim of sexual harassment in 
housing, you have the right to file an administrative complaint with 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) or 
the Pennsylvania Human Relations Commission (PHRC). You 
may also opt to file a civil action in state or federal court.  In either 
circumstance there are time limits that apply to pursing relief, 
so it is important that you file a complaint promptly. Potential 
remedies for sexual harassment claims may include an award of 
compensatory damages, punitive damages, injunctive relief and 
recovery of attorney’s fees.    

SEXUAL HARASSMENT IN HOUSING 
by Karley Biggs Sebia

“Approximately 51 
percent of LGBTQ 

people say that 
either they or a 
friend or family 
member have 

experienced sexual 
harassment because 

they are LGBTQ.

” 
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Stephen Libby: What spoke to you about this script and made you want 
to be involved?
Flavio Alves (Director): This film exemplifies a real relatable trans experience: 
from very little employment opportunities to violence against them - 
especially for trans women of color. As a Latino and gay man, I understand 
the forces that insist on holding us back and the things they do to do it. I hope 
this film will be part of the change by giving voices to people who historically 
have had little screen time and end the stigma around the trans community.
Carlie Guevara (Tina): When I read the script I didn’t feel like I had to “act” 
and that feeling resonated with me. I imagined myself to be Tina and behave 
as Tina. As I read her lines I kept having moments of thinking “I would totally 
do that!” and “that’s so me!”  So, the acting didn’t frighten me away because I 
felt so close to the character. I also thought the script’s ending was powerful, 
intense, and necessary, so I decided to go out on a limb and audition. 
Tamara Williams (Carol): What spoke to me about reading this script was 

the close knit relationship of the friends! They all have their own power, so to 
speak, that they bring to the character Tina’s life! 
Ivana Black (Amanda): What really resonated with me about this script was 
how raw and frank it was about the trans experience. It made no excuses and 
pulled no punches, on the day to day struggles of trying to define oneself 
without loosing yourself. This script is like looking in the mirror giving my 
younger self a pep talk and a warning at the same time.  
Kristen Parker Lovell (Producer): Prior to the film, I had been involved in 
activism which specifically highlighted how trans people are presented in the 
media. When I read the script I instantly connected with Tina and the royal 
washers. So many times trans people are portrayed as jokes or presented as 
crazy; this film highlighted these womens’ humanity. I was able to relate to 
their struggle as a transwoman. 
SL: Why is this a good time for people in the US and around the world to 
see this kind of film? 

A ward-Winning US-based Brazilian Refugee Filmmaker FLAVIO ALVES, making his feature film debut, has garnered official support from the 
largest LGBTQ organization GLAAD as well as leading film programs ran by IFP, PFLAG, New York Foundation for the Arts, Jerome Foundation, 
NYSCA, The Film Society of Lincoln Center , among others for this timely film. This trailblazing film traces the relationship between Tina, a young, 

Latina, trans woman and Eliana, her grandmother, as they navigate Tina’s transition and struggle to build a life for themselves as undocumented immigrants 
in New York City. This film is incredibly important and relevant to today’s society, because it provides us with an intimate and realistic portrayal of the trans 
experience living in America, from activism and advocacy, to personal relationships with family, lovers and friends
The Garden Left Behind will be introducing 50 new transgender filmmakers to the film industry. Representation in front and behind camera is crucially 
important to the future of cinema and we are honored to have been able to work with up and coming talent from the Trans community, from actors to 
producers.
The Garden Left Behind is also the first film in history to expand its budget by selling donated items on EBAY, receiving over $100,000 from donated item 
sales. Initially done as an experiment, the production team have effectively created and pioneered a new and innovative way to crowd-source fund a film that 
could potentially change the landscape of indie film financing forever. The Garden Left Behind will be making its world premiere at SXSW in March 2019. 

A n  E x c l u s i v e  I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  D i r e c t o r  F l a v i o  A l v e s  a n d  t h e  c a s t  o f

T h e  G a r d e n  L e f t  B e h i n d



Flavio: The trans community are finally getting their long 
over due moment to be properly represented in film and 
TV. The root of the issues that Tina (our main character) 
faces are ones that a general audience can relate to. Instead 
of banging you over the head with a statement, we show 
you that these trans women and men are no different than 
anyone else.
Carlie: It’s a good time for the film anytime and anywhere 
there’s an audience for it. I think films like this one that 
are snapshots into someone’s life, particularly someone 
that is not mainstream, are very important to help us 
understand and connect to worlds that are not our 
own. Since the  beginning of cinema the exploration of 
someone else’s life has always been central whether it 
be the 1923 film exploring the story of “Salomé” or the 
French 1895 film, “Workers Leaving the Lumière Factory 
in Lyon”, exploring factory life and workers. It has always 
been and will always be a good time to see a film like this 
and those others that too explore diverse narratives. 
Tamara: It is good for people in the US and around the 
world to see this kind of film because, unfortunately our 
lives are being taken and cut short at higher rates than any 
marginalized group in the country.
Ivana: This is the perfect time to see this film because 
everyone’s hate is on the front pages, in the public 
offices and institutions of the world. This movie is a true 
reflection of the consequences, of cause and effect in 
realtime. I myself have become acutely numb to some of 
the pain of my life experience. I believe that now is the 
perfect time for someone else to feel it for me, if only for 
an hour or so of their life. It will change you.
Kristen: Trans visibility is becoming the new normal. 
People are seeing or hearing more about trans issues its 
time for people to see us for who we are, our struggles, our 
hopes and contributions to society.
SL: Who are your personal heroes and why?
Flavio: My Producer, Roy Wol, he is my hero. He moved 
mountains to get everyone to agree to make this film. My 
other heroes are my cast and crew for putting their trust 
in me.
Carlie: My number one personal hero is my mom. I know 
many can claim their mom as their hero, but no one out 
there has my mom (except my sisters and brother), but 
I’ve really modeled the woman I want to be, fashion sense, 
and my morals after my own mother. I think my mom has 
shown the type of resiliency and strength that is necessary 
to survive in this world. I don’t know many other people 
on such an intimate level like I do her, so my sample size is 
limited to just one, and she has been a magnificent one at 
that. Outside of my mom, I love Helena Bonham Carter’s 
fashion style and have pulled from it a lot, Madame Grès 
too! 
Tamara: My personal hero is my grandmother, she has 
taken care of me since I was 4 years old when my parents 
couldn’t. She’s my hero because of her strength, resilience, 
and gumption! 
Ivana: My main heroin is Cleopatra, because of the strong, 
independent and proud woman she was. I mean, “what 

could you possible give me that Egypt has not already 
given me.” She defied an emperor! My other heroes would 
be my family. I am amazed that even though they have 
individual thoughts, beliefs and mores, they still love and 
care for me. I can always go home and that is a blessing.
Kristen: Trans pioneers and mothers of the Stonewall 
rebellion, Marsha P. Johnson and Sylvia Rivera. Everyday 
people that do extraordinary things
SL: How do you decompress after working on a film 
like this?
Flavio: I don’t decompress. Even when you think “Finally, 
we’re in a great festival like SXSW, the work is finally 
over”, a whole bunch of new doors open and more work 
comes our way. But, I love what I do and don’t know any 
other way of life.
Carlie: I went to work right after the film wrapped- 5 days 
after. I took up a full time position as the administrative 
assistant in the President’s Office at the Park Avenue 
Armory. I worked there for about a whole year before 
enrolling in community college to pursue my college 
degree in computer since. I do plan to decompress at 
some point with a trip to a beloved city like Mexico City, 
Montreal, Berlin, or Philadelphia.
Tamara: Lolz, take a Vacation somewhere and lots of 
journaling!
Ivana: I am a foodie, so I like trying new places and foods. 
In NY my top two are Little Prince and the Chefs Club. 
Also, I go out to Pennsylvania to the house; garden, cook, 
relax and walk the property.
Kristen: Good  question. As trans women we have to 
work twice as hard to get a little recognition. Its hard to 
do that when you’re constantly concerned with housing, 
healthcare ,and obtaining substantial employment. So I 
learn to take it easy and not blame myself for not pushing 
harder or having enough opportunities. Also good friends 
that make you laugh is key.
SL: A little lighter now. If you could have any 
superpower what would it be and why?
Flavio: I would love to be a fly on other peoples’ wall and 
observe what they do… including sex. It would be fun.
Carlie: That’s a really hard question! It’s one of the ones 
included in the NYT’s ‘36 questions to fall in love’. I think 
I always revert to flying or the ability to know everything 
there is to know. Both would bring me peace and a sense 
of knowing my place in the world - either to be the only 
woman to fly or to finally know what’s out there beyond 
the cosmos: from birth to end, or something amazing and 
life changing like having a great singing voice. 
Tamara: I’d have the power to teleport myself from one 
place to the next in a blink of the eye, why you ask? Free 
travel anywhere in the world, and no more winter weath-
er! Lolz
Ivana: Shape shifter; because sometimes this shape needs 
to be shifted....! Really, there are so many things I want to 
do and try that I feel if I could shift my experiences would 
be different.
Kristen: Telekenisis to move things with mind? Maybe 
teleportation? LOL

Kristen Lovell

Flavio Alves

Tamara Williams

Carlie Guevara

Ivana Black



Over ten years ago we flew into Calgary three days ahead of 
a worldwide LGBT church conference for Metropolitan 
Community Churches. We planned to stay in Canmore and 

explore the Banff area before all of the conference responsibilities and 
workshops started. On the drive out of Calgary, we were so overjoyed to 
see the Canadian Rockies that we pulled the car over to the side of the 
highway, leapt out and took a photo of tiny mountains in the distance. We 
became more and more awestruck the closer we came to the Rockies. We 
are thankful that we took the extra days to “vacate” from our work to soak 
up the inspiration of the beautiful landscape. 
 There are different ways to vacate: the family visit, vacation days 
added to a work conference, leisure excursions, touring/sightseeing 
vacations, retreats or event-related vacations connected to a sports 
tournament, concert or festival. 
 As we now write this column for our favorite LGBT magazine, there 
is a snowstorm that is coming in this weekend. We are thinking about 
vacation and the importance of “vacating” from one’s normal, every-day 
life. 
 When it comes to vacations, there are different price points: for 
some, the sky’s the limit and the destinations are unlimited. For others, 
the money can be finagled after significant planning and preparation and 
for others vacations are not considered because there are no spare funds. 
 But let’s take a step away from the finances and acknowledge how 
important it is to just do something different. It is vital to get a change of 
scenery in order to gain a new perspective, see things with fresh eyes and 

have fun. We do not always realize how necessary it is in our very busy 
lives to stop, breathe, heal, and rest. 
 Even on a weekly basis, it is important to vacate. For religious folks 
in the Judeo-Christian tradition there is something called “Sabbath,” 
a day where people refrain from work. The Sabbath day comes once a 
week on a Saturday or a Sunday because in that tradition even the Loving 
Creator of the Universe needed a day off at the end of the week (and we 
do too). 
 It is difficult to shake off fear and turn down the volume of the 
doomsday prophets who have so much to say about the economy, 
environment, and political crises. This makes it all the more important to 
“vacate” to re-center and re-create. 
 Even if there is no discretionary money, a day in the Rose Garden, 
an afternoon on the beach or a day trip to someplace new is something 
that affirms self-worth. In the LGBT community we have been told too 
many times that we are not worthy. So we work hard to prove ourselves 
at our workplaces, striving for perfection. We assume an overdeveloped 
work ethic just to prove that we are “good enough.” There is nothing to 
prove! We are all good enough to take a vacation. Taking a vacation is a 
risk because it involves stepping out of the values of a “go-go-go world” 
and entering into a more meaningful place of self-love. Vacating the busy 
life allows for a step into a spiritual place that allows for awe, wonder, 
deepening relationships, and expanded viewpoints. 
 This past fall, we had the blessing of attending a family wedding 
in Italy. What could have been an incredibly stressful financial stretch 

turned out to be do-able due to a “Travel 
Account.” 
 Many years ago we attended a 
wedding reception where we learned 
about a “Travel Account” from the 
parents of the groom. They deliberately 
planned for travel and expenses by setting 
up a separate bank account. Depending 
on the month, small or larger amounts 
may be placed in the account until 
there is enough for a weekend getaway, 
weeklong travel or more. Amidst all the 
other financial responsibilities in our 
lives, a travel account is a declaration of 
self-care. 
 Where do you envision your 
next vacation? Are you open to a new 
adventure nearby or far away? Go for it, 
you will not be disappointed.

Vacatinga l
es

so
n on

by Rev. Beth Goudy & Carol Stevens, RN, FCN 

Hand crafted, hand bagged,  
compassionately created for your  

SNACKING 
ENLIGHTENMENT!

Over 85 Unique Gourmet Popcorn Flavors  
Wedding & Party Buffets • Party Favors 

Trade Shows • Homemade Fudge 
Corporate & Personal Gifting Specialist  
Popcorn Tins & Gift Boxes Personalized 

Everything Made Onsite • Shipping Available

480 N. 8TH STREET,  
STROUDSBURG PA. 18360 

570-476-5676
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MEET THE PILL 

THAT CAN

PREVENT HIV

One pill daily can greatly reduce your risk of getting HIV. 
Whether you are insured or uninsured, you can get PrEP for 
little or no cost.

NovusACS.com
FIND OUR CLINICS NEAR YOU
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COME EARLY, STAY LATE.
NO WAIT.

The swankiest spot in downtown Allentown.
Now you can get VIP ENTRY to all

PPL Center events, games & concerts through
The Dime at the Renaissance® Allentown Hotel.  


