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Jason Leonhard recently graduated from Muhlenberg College with a BA 
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as Marketing & Communications Manager for Urbanity Dance in Boston, 
MA. In his free time, he writes music, performs stand-up, and naps (and 
works for The Gay Journal... ocassionally). jason.leonhard@gmail.com

Lenora Dannelke is an independent journalist who covers food, travel or 
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Saturday afternoons at the Allentown Farmer’s Market.

Corinne Goodwin serves as the Webmaster and social coordinator for 
Lehigh Valley Transgender Renaissance, a support group for transgender 
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consulting firm in 2010. If you see her out and about be sure to say hello! 
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his journey as a community activist and the creation of Keystone CASE. 
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husband, the Special Recognition Award for Leadership in the Arts from the 
Allentown Arts Commission. 

32

SNEAK PEEK!



Editor’s Note

Welcome to our winter issue, 
packed with lots of interesting 

and entertaining articles, interviews, 
and ads from some of our favorite 
businesses in and around the Lehigh 
Valley! Liz Bradbury reminds us of the 
important contributions of Bethlehem 
native Hilda Doolittle while the crew 
at the Bradbury Sullivan Center wants 
you to know what your local LGBT 
Center can do for you. Scott Laubner 
had the opportunity to interview Lyosha 
Gorshkov from RUSA LGBT while Dr. 
Who aficionado Dan Wirth interviews all 

around entertainer John Barrowman. Corinne Goodwin ponders Caitlyn 
Jenner’s contributions to the trans community. I had the absolute pleasure 
of speaking with Queer Eye creator, David Collins, musicians Bobby Jo 
Valentine and America’s Got Talent contestant, Brody Ray, the (not so)
Diva(-like) Sarah Brightman and underwear model (because, why not) 
Alec Nysten. We feature a new LGBT business, Alejandros’ Sparkle Events 
and long time LGBT-supporter Fegley’s BrewWorks. KC Miller trades in 
his gym membership for pole dancing lessons. Sharon Glassman takes 
us through the history of the newly renovated Civic Theatre. Meanwhile, 
Bryon Yoder and his friends are singing the praises of Italy. Jessica 
Moyer, Esq. explains the doors that get closed on LGBT people fighting 
for custody of children from a previous relationship. We talk with Todd 
Snovel, Executive Director for Pennsylvania Commission on LGBTQ 
Affairs. And reprint some of our favorite blogs from Situational Thespian, 
Brian Wendt. I give all of this to copy editor, Len Dannelke and designer, 
Jason Leonhard and they make it pretty as eff. Now about this cover. I 
received an email from photographer Mike Ruiz a few months ago asking 
if we would help promote his annual calendar that raises money for the 
animal rescue, The New York Bully Crew. With pleasure! 

We are living in crazy, scary, maddening, frustrating, life-threatening 
times. I’ve never seen anything like it. Continue to be true to yourself. 
Surround yourself with people who feed your spirit and lift you up and 
love you for who you are. Watch out for each other and take care of each 
other. May a determination to make things better for all beings become a 
driving force in our community. May love and peace fill your hearts and 
souls this holiday season and throughout the new year!

XO,

Steve Libby, Editor-in-Chief
lvgayjournal@gmail.com 

Stephen Libby
Editor-in-Chief
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By Isaiah Zukowski

What can your local LGBT Community Center do for you?
Probably more than you think! Since opening more than two and a half years 

ago, Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community Center in downtown Allentown 
has offered a comprehensive range of supportive services by and for the LGBT 

community here in the Greater Lehigh Valley. Our vision is bigger than our budget. 
Every day we push the boundaries of what is possible to help our community thrive. 

And we recent expansions to our supportive services include a range of new services 
and community groups.

Supportive Services at Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community Center are about 
ensuring that we can provide direct support to those of us who need it, but our 

we also want to help folks build community within community. Our 
supportive services programs cover a wide range of needs oriented 

around health, legal questions, and career development. 
All of these programs are designed to meet the 

needs of the LGBT community and all 
of them are free to participate 

in. 

Support groups

Support Services

Community Groups

Free Flu Shots: October 10th and 
November 14th from 4-6 p.m.

ACA Enrollment: November 14th 
from 3:30 to 6 p.m.

Free STI and HIV Testing: 2nd and 
4th Wednesday from 4-6 p.m.

Free Legal Clinic: 2nd & 4th Tues-
days from 4-6 p.m.

Resume Clinic: 3rd Wednesdays 
from 4-6 p.m. 

Medical Marijuana Enrollment 
Assistance: 2nd Tuesdays from 4-6 
p.m.

A Space for Aces: 4th Wednesdays 
at 7 p.m.

Queer People of Color discussion 
group: 3rd Tuesdays at 6 p.m.

Parents of Trans Kids: 4th 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m.

Transmasculine Group: 4th Tues-
days at 6:30 p.m.

Renaissance Transgender Social 
& Support Group: 2nd Saturdays 
at 7 p.m. at MCCLV

LGBT Bereavement Support 
Group: 4th Wed at 5:30 p.m.

Survivors of Trauma and Recov-
ery (STAR): 2nd Wednesdays at 
5:30 p.m.

Whether you have questions for a lawyer about LGBT-specific legal issues, want to be sure you know your HIV status, or want 
to meet new people at a Board Game night, we have programs that fit the bill. Visit our website at bradburysullivancenter.org/

events to see what is coming up! It’s all going on at 522 W. Maple St in Allentown. Stop by and visit!



Finding H.D. A year long series of events celebrating the work of poet, novelist, 
memoirist, and Bethlehem native, Hilda Doolittle.

Hilda Doolittle (H.D.) was born in Bethlehem, PA in 1886. Her father 
was a Lehigh University Professor and her artist mother was strongly 

involved with the Bethlehem Moravian faith. 
Hilda Doolittle published her work under the moniker H.D. and was a 

major literary figure of the early and mid 1900s. Her ground breaking poetry, 
which she and her contemporaries Ezra Pound, Richard Aldington, and briefly 
William Carlos Williams, called “Imagist”, was a new style characterized by 
unrhymed free verse and sparse precise language. H.D.’s Imagist work was 
influenced by the simplicity and directness of Japanese Haiku poetry. 

Through her poetry and prose, H.D. championed and explored issues of 
gender identity, women and power, Queer sexuality, and feminine-centered 
spirituality. She was unabashedly bisexual, writing honestly about her love 
for both women and men. She had a relationship with Ezra Pound, and was 
married to Richard Aldington. She lived with Aldington for about 4 years. 
H.D. had a child, whom she named Perdita, as the result of a brief affair with 
musician Cecil Gray. 

H.D. was in a 40-year loving, yet “flexible,”  relationship with writer Annie 
Winifred Ellerman, whose pen name was Bryher, and who identified as 
Lesbian. Bryher acted as Perdita’s other parent, bringing her up with H.D. in 
an unconventional family-of-choice. Bryher 
married novelist Kenneth MacPherson, who 
was also H.D.’s lover. As a married woman, 
Bryher was able to adopt H.D.’s daughter 
Perdita in about 1919, becoming Perdita’s 
other legal parent. For a number of years 
H.D., Bryher, and Kenneth Macpherson, 
who was bisexual and gender fluid, all lived 
together in what seemed to be a polyamorous 
relationship. Additional “family members of 
choice” lived with H.D., Bryher, and Perdita 
over the years.

Finding H.D. events throughout the 
year will include:

Bethlehem Public Library Lecture (Trilogy, 
by H.D.) How We Fell in Love with H.D. - 
and Why You Should Too: An Introduction 
to Hilda Doolittle, Seth Moglen and Jenny 
Hyest, H.D. scholars, January 30, 2019, 6:30-
8 PM, 11 West Church Street, Bethlehem

Bethlehem Public Library Book Talk 
(The Gift, by H.D.) H.D. and Bethlehem, an 
Historic Perspective, Craig Atwood, Feb 25, 
26, 27, 2019, 6:30-8 PM, 11 West Church 
Street, Bethlehem

Bethlehem Public Library Book Talk 
(Selected Poems, by H.D.) H.D.: Challenging 
Limited Understandings of Gender and 
Sexuality, Mary Foltz, March 6, 2019, 6:30-8 

PM, 11 West Church Street, Bethlehem 

Bethlehem Public Library Book Talk (HERmione, by H.D.) H.D. and 
the Natural World, Christy Roysdon with a panel of representatives from 
community groups listed below, April 16, 2019, 6:30-8 PM, 11 West Church 
Street, Bethlehem, and including s Edge of the Woods Native Plant Nursery, 
Bethlehem Garden Club, and Lehigh University Department of Physics

Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community Center in Allentown, Art History 
from a Queer Perspective: H.D. (Hilda Doolittle) and Emily Dickinson, 
Bisexual Women Poets Who Made History, Liz Bradbury, Director of the 
Training Institute of the Bradbury Sullivan LGBT Community Center, April 
29, 2019, 6-8 PM, 522 West Maple Street, Allentown

Borderline (1930), directed by Kenneth Macpherson, produced by the 
Pool Group, featuring Paul Robeson, Bryer and H.D. Discussion following 
viewing. South Side Film Festival, June 2019, Bethlehem

H. D. Walking Tour, Seth Moglen, September, 2019, Bethlehem

Exhibit of Community H.D Portraits and Unveiling of Commissioned 
Portrait, Bethlehem Pubic Library Josh Berk and Rayah Levy, September 

2019, 11 West Church Street, Bethlehem

H.D. Projection Mapping, Bethlehem Public 
Library, September-October 2019

Premiere of New Play about H.D. by Mock 
Turtle Marionette Theater, Doug Roysdon, 
Artistic Director of Mock Turtle and Chief 
Writer, Jennie Gilrain, Director, October 17-
20, 2019, Touchstone Theatre, 321 East 4th 
Street, Bethlehem

From the author:

“I’m excited to be participating in the year-
long Finding H.D. events by being one of 
the readers of H.D.’s work on November 
14th, 7pm to 9pm at Bethlehem City Hall. I 
will also be featuring H.D. on April 26th at 
the Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community 
Center in the Spring session of my Art 
History From a Queer Perspective classes. 
As always, this class will be free and open to 
everyone, no reservation, and there’s no need 
to come to all the classes if you just want to 
learn about H.D. Also, I will be including an 
homage painting to H.D. in my solo art exhibit 
Channeling Rage, at the LGBT Community 
Center - which will run from November 12th 
to December 28th - the opening reception 
will be Tuesday, November 13th, from 6pm 
to 8pm.” —Liz Bradbury

by Liz Bradbury

Lehigh University’s English Department, the Bethlehem Area Public Library, Mock Turtle Marionette Theater, and Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT 
Community Center, are working together in partnership to create a year-long series of events to celebrate the work and life of H.D. 

H.D. in circa 1917 6



 

“At Baia”
(H.D. 1921) 

I should have thought 

in a dream you would have brought 

some lovely, perilous thing, 

orchids piled in a great sheath, 

as who would say (in a dream), 

“I send you this, 

who left the blue veins 

of your throat unkissed.” 

Why was it that your hands 

(that never took mine), 

your hands that I could see 

drift over the orchid-heads 

so carefully, 

your hands, so fragile, sure to lift 

so gently, the fragile flower-stuff– 

ah, ah, how was it 

You never sent (in a dream) 

the very form, the very scent, 

not heavy, not sensuous, 

but perilous—perilous— 

of orchids, piled in a great sheath, 

and folded underneath on a bright scroll, 

some word: 

“Flower sent to flower; 

for white hands, the lesser white, 

less lovely of flower-leaf,” 

or 

“Lover to lover, no kiss, 

no touch, but forever and ever this.

Historical 
Street Marker 
referencing H.D.’s 
birthplace at 
10 E. Church St., 
City Center Plaza, 
Bethlehem, installed 
in September 1982

H.D. gravestone where she is buried in Nisky Hill 
Cemetery in Bethlehem. Photo by Mark McKenna
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COME EARLY, STAY LATE.
NO WAIT.

The swankiest spot in downtown Allentown.
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PPL Center events, games & concerts through
The Dime at the Renaissance® Allentown Hotel.  
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RUSA LGBT’s Lyosha Gorshkov
Reporter at large, Scott Laubner went to a presentation at a NY public library branch given by Lyosha Gorshkov, Co-President of RUSA 

LGBT. This organization was established to help support the LGBTQ community who emigrated from Russia and former Soviet republics. 
The presentation was informative and Lyosha agreed to be interviewed for The Gay Journal.

Scott Laubner: Which Russian city is your hometown? 

Lyosha Gorshkov: I was born in the town of Solikamsk. This is a small town 
in the North Urals, surrounded by forests and prisons, founded in 1430. It was 
a strategic city during Tsarist times because it produced salt, and exported 
it everywhere, including foreign countries. During the Soviet era, the town 
and its satellites became a place of exile for the Germans from the Volga 
regions, who were persecuted by Stalin during collectivization. My great-
grandparents and grandmother, as Germans, were sent there with no place 
to live, and no possessions to carry. I guess I have inherited a marginalized 
identity from them along with lack of understanding the Russian culture. The 
town is very conservative and provincial. I do not have to explain to you while 
I was growing up, I had no idea that LGBTQI people existed, as it was an 
unspoken topic, and I could not find anyone like me. For a long period of 
time I believed that I was only one gay person there. 

SL: What is life like for LGBTQI Russians today? 

LG: Life is unbearable. Putin’s politics have pushed people back into the 
closet. People live under the constant fear of being abused, defamed, or 
blackmailed. Russia has gone back to the Soviet policy of persecution of 
LGBTIQ people. After the legislation on “propaganda of non-traditional 
values” was passed by Russian Parliament 
in 2013, the right-wing activists, ultra-
patriotic, and radical groups gained official 
permission to hunt LGBTQI people down 
in the name of “traditional values.” All 
of that is also sanctioned by the Russian 
Orthodox Church, which has turned into 
the Spanish Inquisition, a development 
that Russia never had before. The most 
vulnerable targets are public figures, 
educators, activists, media personalities, 
opposition groups etc. I was targeted as 
an openly queer professor, who had been 
promoting LGBTQI studies. In some 
regions that policy of hatred has reached 
beyond innuendo. I am talking about the Republic of Chechnya, where 
mass genocide against LGBTQI people has been performed since December 
2016. People are detained, tortured, killed, and blackmailed. More than 
170 LGBTQI individuals have managed to escape, and were rescued by an 
organization, who evacuated them, first, out of Chechnya, and, eventually, 
the country. But this is not enough as a lot of people remain there and face a 
death threat because of the outrageous tradition of “honoring killing” along 
with the country’s homophobia is on the rise. I have no words to describe 
the hostility and hatred which have been planted in the minds of Russian 
people towards LGBTQI people for the last 10 years. Russia has drastically 
shifted from the country of liberal attempts to implement human rights and 
tolerance in 1990s to the Mordor of inhumanity. It is like George Orwell’s 
1984. Sad and painful. It hurts… 

SL: How can LGBTQIA Americans help? 

LG: I believe that a very powerful tool is access to information. American 
LGBTQI people have access to relevant information about what is going on 
in the countries of the former Soviet Union. Because thousands of LGBTQI 
people are coming to the U.S. as asylum seekers, and they face, on many 
occasions, a cold welcoming from the Americans, who have no idea why those 
people are immigrating to the U.S., and what to do when they settle here. 
Many LGBTQI organizations nationwide have no knowledge or programs for 
LGBTQI immigration, and they are not rushing to help immigrants, either 
with money, or advocating for them, or integrating them into the society, or 
simply expressing the interest in providing them with emotional support, 
which is most needed for people coming through the burden of immigration. 

SL: Have you found any surprises about life in America? 

LG: I was pretty informed about the U.S. political climate being a political 
science professor and studying the U.S. in terms of Queer movements. 
Although, living here, I have discovered many unpleasant details, which you 
cannot see from far away. First, the huge gaps in the system of racial, gender, 
and social justice. The political correctness promoted by the U.S. Government 
has covered up many issues, not suggested any tools to solve these issues, 
and now it is coming out in the form of national outcry. Second, there is 

an enormous gap between white gay male 
Americans and the other members of the 
LGBTQI community, who are not written 
into the parcel of privileges. I am disgusted 
how some LGBTQI organizations (by 
default, only Gay white male oriented) 
have turned into commercial corporations 
using the Queer agenda only for collecting 
money rather than taking real actions. 
Third, the American bureaucracy. It kills 
me daily and let me tell you that it’s even 
worse than Soviet nomenclature. And last, 
but certainly not the least, the nation is 
divided over the gun-control concerns 
and “religious freedom” over basic human 

rights (I mean the cases with a cake for a gay couple), or immigrant rights. 
Although what I would like to say, despite all of these issues, is we still can 
use the law, and we still can fight for our rights in the Courts and the streets. 
People must wake up and understand that with the election of Trump as the 
president, the world has not come to the end. This factor has magnified us 
and shows us that this is the time to act! 

SL: Tell our readers something about RUSA. How often does it meet? 
Does the organization have a website? What are some of the organization’s 
goals? 

LG: RUSA LGBT is a Russian-Speaking American LGBTQI Association. It 
is a community-based group, uniting people from 12 post-Soviet republics. 
Non-Russian speakers are welcome also. Its main goal is to support people 
from countries in their integration in to the U.S., and in their daily struggle 
with legal, medical, cultural and other issues. 



Our mission is: 

• to connect Russian-speaking LGBTQI people throughout America, 
building a strong and supportive network grounded in shared values, 
experiences, and culture;

• to educate the American public on the discrimination LGBTQI asylum 
seekers face in their countries of origin, and to raise awareness about 
LGBTQI people within the Russian-speaking Diaspora.

• to fight for social justice, human and civil rights for all LGBTQI 
individuals in America and the former Soviet Union. 

We have been around for 10 years. We do different types of work, including 
protests, support groups, social events, and advocacy. We are totally a 
volunteer organization with no funding. Our meetings take place every 
Wednesday. My role as a Co-President, and a “Mother” (as the members call 
me) is to make sure that everyone is welcomed and feels safe regardless of 
one’s identity. RUSA is a space free of prejudices and preconceptions. I try to 
bring to RUSA’s meeting different experts from medical, legal, HR, artistic, 
business, academic perspectives to provide our people with the necessary 
knowledge about NYC, and the U.S. in general. From time to time I conduct 
my own public lectures aimed to break through the frozen minds of our 
people, who come from patriarchal backgrounds and cannot properly use 
the Queer language. Also, I have been going to different organizations, and 
elected official advocating for my people, and making new “enemies” who 
cannot stand my outspoken persona. As Lisa Lapanelli, says, “Screw them!” 
as we have to be heard and get visible. 

RUSA has a website, it’s https://rusalgbt.com We also have our FB page – 
RUSA LGBT, Twitter, and Instagram. Subscribe! 

SL: Tell our readers about the RUSA March through the Brighton 
Beach neighborhood. What is the significance of marching through this 

neighborhood? Will it become an annual event? 

LG: The Brighton Beach Pride is my own brain child, which I had been 
carrying as an idea for almost 3 years before it had happened on May 20, 2017. 
The original idea comes from our experience being LGBTQI immigrants in 
Russian speaking neighborhoods, such as Brighton Beach, the epicenter of 
the Soviet resettlement. Unfortunately, the homophobia and xenophobia are 
common issues in those neighborhoods, which have never been exposed to 
a new era of inclusiveness. People settled there in the 1970s and had a lack of 
knowledge and exposure to gender or the LGBTQI community. While New 
York City progressed and became more accepting over the decades since the 
Stonewall Riots, Brighton Beach residents have never changed their attitudes 
being isolated from the rest of the City. Our people experience mistreatment, 
abuse, and discrimination because of their identities every day, and, sadly 
enough, they are afraid to contradict or fight with compatriots as they have no 
tools for that because of their backgrounds. Most of us are used to being silent 
of any injustice being performed towards us due to the violence from the 
Government, police, and ordinary people in our home republics. We carry 
it along while coming here, and the easiest strategy is to give up rather than 
advocate for ourselves. The residents of such areas as Brighton Beach feel our 
fears, and keep pushing their own agendas, mostly being afraid themselves to 
lose their power, and control. That’s why I have come up with the idea of our 
March, stating that until we do not take any actions to break the silence, we 
will never feel comfortable in Brighton Beach as we let those people humiliate 
us. We need to show them that we are queers, and we also live there along with 
them, shoulder to shoulder, and we are not intended to destroy or threaten 
them, we just want to be recognized and treated equally, and build up friendly 
relationships. In other words, we need to feel empowered, to be proud, not 
being afraid to embrace ourselves as we could not do in our countries. We 
have to reclaim our identities, and declare that we won’t tolerate bigotry 
anymore, enough is enough! Support our effort to change the world! 
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T here are few people in the transgender community who are more controversial than Caitlyn Jenner. Whether it is her wealth, her 
privilege, her support of Donald Trump (and attendance at his inauguration), her association with the Kardashian clan or any number 

of other items, when you bring her name up in a crowd of trans people you are more than likely to get a loud and vociferous debate.There 
is no doubt that Jenner has been late to the party and that she has struggled with finding a voice that resonates with the community. All you 
need to do is to re-watch her appearance on the Ellen DeGeneres show where her response to a question about supporting gay marriage was 
tepid at best. Another example was her participation in a TV debate held on Great Britain’s Channel 4—an event that virtually all reputable 
trans-advocates avoided because they knew it would turn into a spectacle of heckling, cruelty, and dog whistles.

A Willingness to “Grab the Mic”
Starting with the Diane Sawyer interview where she came out on 

television and followed-up with her Vanity Fair cover shoot, her acceptance 
of the 2015 Arthur Ashe Courage Award at the ESPYs, and the two-year run 
of her eponymous reality TV show it seemed as if Jenner was everywhere. 
It also appeared that she was more than willing to accept the mantle of 
“Trans Community Spokesperson.” Even though—as she has publicly 
acknowledged—it was a community that she knew little about and a role she 
was not prepared for.

Another area of concern for many trans activists has been her continuing 

affiliation with and support of the Republican Party. She has clearly 
stated (albeit well after the election) that she does not support the current 
administration’s anti-LGBTQ policies. But she has also said that she is not 
a one-issue voter and will support Republican candidates while “changing 
things from the inside.” 

When you put it all together, it is no wonder that to many in the trans 
community Jenner is a self-serving and privileged outsider who was wholly 
unaware of the community’s ongoing intersectional struggles and its decades-
long fight for justice.

A Slow Evolution
What some in the community don’t know is that Jenner has been quietly 

experiencing an awakening. It is the same awakening that many people 
of privilege experience when they suddenly realize that the people and 
organizations with whom you were once associated (family, friends, a faith, 
or a political party) hate you for living genuinely.

As this has been happening for Jenner, she has begun to respond. She 
has partnered with various trans organizations to help them raise over $2 
million in donations and has personally donated in excess of $100,000 to 
organizations such as the TransLatin@ Coalition and National Center for 
Trans Equality. She has discretely met with trans service members and has 
attended meetings of support groups for trans people of color. While she 
has been on this “listening tour” she has not been speaking loudly or taking 
the lead. Instead, she has tried to enable those who don’t have voices to find 

them. 
Is Forgiveness Possible?

For some, Jenner’s previous words and activities—or the fact that still 
supports the Republican Party—are a bridge too far and don’t deserve 
forgiveness. Of course, few of them had to deal with being the most famous 
transgender person on the planet. 

The experience of transition forces all of us to evolve and change and it 
has taken Ms. Jenner a regrettably long time to wake up and smell the coffee. 
She is evolving and I thank her for that and for the work she is doing to help 
less privileged trans folk, but those are not the reasons I am thankful for 
Caitlyn Jenner.

Gratitude Comes in Many Forms 
A few weeks ago, I was speaking with the grandmother of a young trans 

woman. She said that when her granddaughter came out to her she asked 
that they sit down and watch I Am Jazz together. It has become a weekly 
tradition for them now and this simple activity has helped both of them to 
learn and grow together. It has ultimately created a new layer of acceptance 
and trust for them both and—most critically—it has turned the grandmother 
into a trans advocate.

Since Ms. Jenner stepped out into the light we have seen similar 
happenings. People who may never have reached-out to a trans person are 
now doing so. Often they mention seeing an article or TV feature about 
Jenner as being the motivating factor for their request. Lehigh Valley 
Renaissance has seen a significant uptick in the number of requests for 
education and resources from the Cis Community. And, since part of 
Renaissance’s mission is to educate the broader population about trans issues, 
we are more than happy to fulfill them whenever possible (see sidebar).

Additionally, and perhaps most critically, since Jenner’s coming-out, the 
Renaissance Support Group has seen a significant up-tick in the number of 
trans women and men who come through our doors seeking guidance as 
they begin their journey into the light. Many of them have said words to the 
effect of “If Caitlyn Jenner can do it, so can I.”
It is for these things that I am thankful to Caitlyn Jenner.

Should We Be Thankful
For Caitlyn Jenner?

“...since Jenner’s coming-out, the Renaissance Support Group has seen 
a significant up-tick in the number of trans women and men who come 

through our doors seeking guidance.”

by Corinne Goodwin
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A 2016 study by the Pew Research Center tells us that the likelihood of public and political support for LGBT people increases by 32% when someone 
personally knows an LGBT individual. The good news is that 87% of surveyed Americans say they know a lesbian, gay or bisexual individual. 

Unfortunately, the number for trans people is significantly lower—under 30%.

This is why key part of Lehigh Valley Renaissance’s mission is the help educate the public about what it is to be transgender, transgender issues, and the 
challenges that so many members of the trans community face.

In the past year, Renaissance members have spoken to medical students, college groups, book clubs, civic organizations, members of government, and 
business groups. We conduct these efforts to build acceptance for trans people and support for the issues that are important to us. We know that these events 
make a difference because we often hear back from members of these audiences requesting more information and assistance.

Recently, one of Renaissance’s members asked that we help to educate the staff at her place of employment. That workplace is a large public school district 
located in a very socially conservative part of Northeast Pennsylvania and the reason for the educational program was two-fold. First, was to help the school 
district to become more trans-inclusive. The second was that was going to be the day that our member came-out publicly and would announce her transition. 

Needless to say, Renaissance presenters—and especially this Renaissance member—were nervous about the reception we would receive in an area that has 
a well-known reputation for not accepting “outsiders” or what they perceive as aberrant behavior. We did have one thing in our favor though, and that was a 
school superintendent who wants to make a cultural change. 

So, on the first day back to school for over 1,100 faculty and staff, we conducted a 90-minute multimedia presentation that touched on what it is to be 
transgender, the issues that trans people face and how school systems can help trans-students succeed. As we wrapped-up the audience gave us a round of 
applause and thanked us for our efforts. 

Then, the big moment came. We announced that there was just one more thing that needed to be covered before we left and introduced our member, who 
the entire workforce of the district knew as “Tom” and who has now transitioned to living as “Nicole.”

For five minutes, Nicole told her story and as the saying goes, “you could have heard a pin drop. . . . ” All of us were worried about what that silence meant. 
Then, as Nicole finished and thanked the audience she received a standing ovation from 1,100 coworkers and new supporters. Afterward she was swarmed 
by well-wishers and since that day she has received dozens of calls, notes, and cards from coworkers, faculty, and students telling her that she has their full 
support.

No doubt, there will be challenges ahead for Nicole as she works through her transition. But for one “pin-drop” moment she did more to change minds 
with her personal story than any presentation, speech, or article could ever do. She began to change an entire community.

So... what is your story? 

Sometimes, You Can Hear A Pin Drop
When Trans People Tell Their Stories

by Corinne Goodwin
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Everyone Wines  
for the holidays.

This year, don’t 
Wine… be different. 
Give Mead.  
The perfect  
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Stephen Libby: You have been on your “Big, Big Love Tour” for most of 
2018. Can you be more specific? How big, big is your love? 
Bobby Jo Valentine: Yes . . . this tour is about the easy and uneasy pieces of 
love. Right now, easy love is everywhere. “Liking” or “loving” a Facebook 
post takes less then 10 seconds. But uneasy love is hard to come by and is 
starting to be vilified. What about love for the people who don’t agree with 
us? The people who make it inconvenient? What about choosing to love 
again after a loss? Those are the questions I’m really interested in.
SL: Your bio describes your music as earthbound and mystical. I picture 
you being the love child of Gandhi and Stevie Nicks. Is that accurate? 
Who were your musical influences when you were growing up? Has that 
changed now that you are older? 
BJV: That’s a lovely comparison, and I’ll take it all day. I might even use that! 
[laughter] My musical influences were my Baptist church I grew up in, and 
then the rock music I started to listen to when, thank Jesus, I got all rebellious 
and started expanding my scope. Then after a big breakdown at 23 years old . 
. . where I had to reinvent myself . . . I just kept going. I learned new spiritual 
paths, I fell in love with all sorts of music, and it just keeps growing and 
expanding and I love it. If it’s real, if it says something about the world that 
makes my soul come out of my body a little bit . . . I’m interested. Give me 
more of that. Right now, Dawes, Lorde, Gregory Alan Isakov, Matt Alber. We 
have some great current artists saying beautiful, honest things about society. 
They’re to be celebrated. 
SL: Congratulations on your West Coast Songwriter’s Awards! Does that 
mean more visibility? More digital sales? More people come out to see 
your shows? 
BJV: Thanks so much! It means a little bit of all those “music business” 
things, yes, but the biggest reward for me was a little bit of 
inner hope and strength. When things get dark, little road 
signs like those rewards remind my doubting heart, “Hey. 
People connect with your music. This is worth doing.” 
That’ss priceless even when the sales are low, or the crowd 
is light, which all happens to every artist sometimes.
SL: What are the pros and cons of being an out gay man 
in your profession? 
BJV: The pros are the opportunities to support the people 
who’ve gone through similar struggles, and being able to 
open more people’s eyes to the diversity of value that we 
have to society as gay men. Glitter, glamour, and camp 
is great, but some of us also write poetry, and are saying 
other things about the world too that have value. So as 
a folk musician who writes modern soul, folk, and pop, 
I’m happy to represent our community in those worlds as 

well. As far as challenges, I suppose one challenge may be people’s addiction 
to labels and desire to fit people into their box before they can support 
them. None of us fit into any one box, and sometimes the gay community 
in particular can have a hard time celebrating and promoting something 
that doesn’t fit into “standard gay culture.” As gay men in particular, we can 
get jealous, competitive, even subconsciously, and that can keep us from 
celebrating our brothers who are doing good work. 
SL: Are you in a relationship? If so, how does he deal with you being on 
the road? If not, do you want to be? I have a friend who is looking to settle 
down. Actually, you must get lots of propositions while touring. What is 
the craziest way a fan has tried to pick you up? 
BJV: LOL! Matchmaking, are we? I’m currently not in a relationship. Trying 
to stay single for a year, with light dating, and then we’ll see what happens. I 
was partnered for a while and it was difficult being away and on the road. He 
travelled with me sometimes. I’ve never had a super intense fan pickup effort, 
but there have been a few fans who have dropped invitations after shows on a 
gay app (Scruff, Growlr) and they can get ugly if you don’t respond how they 
want sometimes. In person, people tend to mostly be polite; when they get 
online though, that extra distance sometimes lets people expose their own 
self-hatred as hatred of others, and that’s too bad. I try to keep it light and 
positive. People like skipping to the heavy side of love too fast these days. My 
observation is that if you start as friends and let things develop organically, 
the chemistry is a lot more powerful. 
SL: What do you like to do in your down time? 
BJV: I read, practice bikram yoga, spend time with people I love, and dream 
about further ways I can help people find and love themselves. Thanks for 
the interview! 

Bobby Jo Valentine is a nationally touring singer/songwriter who grew up on the seaside of Northern California. His songs are both 
earthbound and mystical, and speak of the gentle, everyday spiritual awakenings of an openhearted life. He has been awarded Song of the 

Year three times by the West Coast Songwriter’s Association, and has earned a growing following of listeners and supporters with music and 
storytelling that is compelling and poetic. His most recent collections, Fox Eyes, Whale Heart and Maybe Stars, are available everywhere music 
is offered online.

Interview by Stephen Libby
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Photos by Jesse Draper Photography and Abby Camarata Photography
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Sparkle Events Sparkle Events by Alejandro is a gay owned business by Alejandro is 
an event coordination business run by Alejandro Oliveros and Justin 

Raub. They recently celebrated their one year anniversary with a party/ 
photo shoot.

 Sparkle’s event planning focuses on event decor and logistics. They 
offer services from day of coordination, to full coordination and planning. 
Alejandro says, “we stand out from other event planners because we add a 
personal sparkle to every event. With an emphasis on weddings, our clients 
become family and many times the relationship continues after the event. 
We plan to have an annual party with the prior year’s brides. These photos 
are a sample of our most recent photoshoot which involved all gay and 
gay ally vendors. Our business has been open for over a year. It is a home 
based business. We normally go to our clients or they come to our house in 
Breinigsville, PA.

 People can find us on the knot, Facebook, Instagram, our website is 
www.sparkleeventsbya.com our email is sparkleeventsbya@gmail.com. 
Our clients can contact us by filling a form on our website or on the knot. 
We serve Lehigh valley and surrounding areas including the Poconos, 
Scranton, Effort, Lancaster etc.

Photos by CU Imagery, makeup by Roxy, wedding cake by Sweet Girlz Bakery, and 
flowers by Rich-Mar florist. 

Models: Tracy Butryn, Liz Hunt, Jillian McLaughlin, Beth Seeback, Rupa Parikh.

by Alejandro

LGBT
Business

Spotlight
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 FIVE, a cosmopolitan loft-style venue, is the realization of Fegley’s 
philosophy. High ceilings, open dining, and an expansive view of 
downtown are just a glimpse into the unique nature of this room. And 
finally, the subterranean Silk Lounge brings together the brewery’s 
industrial elements with an urban club-like setting. Its relaxed atmosphere 
and warm lighting make it a great space for an informal mixer, corporate 
event, or surprise party. It is also perfect for a cocktail hour or after-
party with it’s 40-ft long bar, flat screen TVs, pool table, and double wall 
projectors. Don’t forget to check out the Fegley’s Brew Works original 
location, celebrating 20 years on Main Street in downtown Bethlehem!

LGBT
Business
Spotlight

Built from the historic Harold’s furniture building, Fegley’s 
Allentown Brew Works has strived to maintain a sense of history 

with an appreciation for the modern. This family-owned brew pub has 
welcomed the LGBTQ community since opening its doors in 2007. We 
have hosted Pride nights, Take Over’s and many fundraisers for the local 
LGBTQ community organizations over the years. With 14 taps serving 
craft beer fresh from the tanks, the Allentown Brew Works caters to 
the beer connoisseur, but also offers a full bar with martinis and other 
seasonal drink specials. Also, while the main bar and dining area are 
open for lunch, dinner and late night dining, there are four additional 
floors perfect for weddings and other celebrations which also can be 
used for hosting guest DJ’s.

 Up the open staircase, our 2nd floor High Gravity Lounge features 
exposed brick elements with industrial lighting, and the 20-foot private 
bar offers a view of our in-house brewery’s fermenting tanks with a glass 
wall overlooking the front of our restaurant. The 3rd floor showcases the 
graceful elegance of the Hamilton Room, our most formal venue with 
finished hardwood floors complimenting the gorgeous array of crystal 
chandeliers. With seating for 200, the space is guaranteed to awe and 
impress.
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W ith an undeniable passion for the art of photography, world renowned artist and video director Mike Ruiz creates vibrant, ultra 
stylized work that stands out from the crowd. Collaborating with the best of the best, he works with an impressive list of clients in-

cluding beauty and fashion brands like L’Oreal, Shick, Dark and Lovely and Garnier along with a host of A-list celebrities including Kim 
Kardashian, Betty White, Katy Perry, and Nicki Minaj to name a few.

An optimist at his core, Mike always shoots big, and is known for bringing the fantastical to life through a creative vision that knows no 
bounds. Using materials and mediums that most photographers would never think of, his work has been featured by editors at Elle, Vanity 
Fair, L’Officiel, Paper, Flaunt, Interview, Brazilian Vogue, Prestige and many more. (from mikeruiz.com)

Interview by Stephen Libby
Photos by Mike Ruiz

Stephen Libby: Tell us about the calendar.

Mike Ruiz: This is going to be the biggest one yet. Now in its fifth year, the calendar kind of went viral on social media the first year. All the morning shows 
picked it up: Meredith Viera, Queen Latifah, People Magazine, Cosmo. Subsequently every year we get a fair amount of press, but it hasn’t really matched that 
first year. However, it’s gotten so big I don’t have to do a casting call. Models come in from all over the world. Seven of the guys flew themselves in from other 
cities on their own dime, because it’s a philanthropic thing. It’s taken on a life of its own. This is the first year we are doing the calendar to benefit a pit bull 
rescue. 

SL: How did the whole thing start?

MR: I was inspired because I got a pit bull and he was the love of my life. So I started doing research on animal rescues and saw what the need was to bring 
awareness and raise money for this cause. I partnered with a friend, Millie, who does animal rescues. We thought, what can we sell? Then we thought 
calendars. What sells a lot of calendars? Dogs sell a lot of calendars. Hot guys sell a lot of calendars. So, why not combine the two? We’ve raised tons of money 

mike ruizmike ruiz



and shipped them all over the world. 

SL: Describe the day of the shoot?

MR: It’s pretty crazy. And we’ll have a 3 minute behind the scenes video 
for people to check out on social media. But in our fifth year, it’s also a 
pretty well oiled machine. I know how to stagger the dogs and models. 
The dogs are all rescues so they are all pretty shell-shocked as it is. In this 
environment, with a lot of chaos going on, some of them can get pretty 
anxious. Our main concern on these shoots is always the dogs, to make 
sure they don’t get dehydrated and over heated. That said, it is chaotic, but 
it’s fun. There’s a camaraderie. All the models are bromancing each other. 
Actually, a couple of the guys from this shoot ended up adopting dogs! It’s 
great to bring awareness directly that way, but also indirectly by putting it 
out into the universe. 

SL: It is such a great cause. What else are you up to?

MR: Oh, I’m doing all kinds of crazy things. I don’t know if I should even 
be talking about this yet but I’m in the very, very preliminary process of 
pitching a reality show.

SL: What kind of a reality show?

MR: It’s basically the . . . gays in my life. The craziness, what it’s like 
working with all these celebrities, all the crazy fashion in Paris and 
London, and in China, Japan. The underlying thing through it all is going 
to be animal rescue. There are going to be so many celebrities involved 
in animal rescue. It will be an entertainment/feel good/some drama, of 
course. It’s very preliminary. It’s going to be me, my partner Wayne, and 
Casey, the guy on the cover of the calendar who’s a total stud and a total 
character. 

Kathy Griffin

Betty WhiteRyan Destiny
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SL: So, Wayne is cool with you photographing all these naked guys?

MR: First, Wayne is probably in better shape than most of the models. 
We have a very mature relationship, as we should have in our 50s. He has 
grown children and is super-responsible and compassionate. He loves 
animals. My dog passed away a week after the shoot from lymphoma. We 
were so heartbroken by that. But we adopted another little dog. Julia. She’s 
just a little goofster, so funny and sweet. 

SL: What message do you have for young LGBT people?

MR: I grew up in a very blue collar, not supportive of the arts 
environment, lower middle class. My parents were cool, but I was raised 
in a very homophobic area. I lived in a fantasy so aggressively that it 
finally came to fruition. So, my advice is, picture yourself in 10 years and 
realize your present surroundings will be in the past. I struggled. I literally 
had the crap kicked out of me at school. My home life wasn’t that great. I 
would just live in my fantasy world. I got out and made it happen and it’s 
been amazing. The key is to believe in yourself. I never was deterred by 
naysayers, including my own dad who said, “You’re going to have to do 
a lot of things you don’t like in life.” And that’s when I thought, “No, I’m 
not subscribing to that at all.” So, have some vision of where you want to 
be and where you want to go. And make it happen. I never even studied 
photography. I got a camera as a gift, I started shooting and taught myself 
everything and I started going to see magazine editors. One thing led to 
another and 25 years later. . . . I grew up in rural Canada and came here 
with $300 in my pocket and a dream. It sounds hokey but that’s literally 
what happened.

You can support the cause by purchasing the calendar at:
nybullycrew.org/mike-ruizs-bullies-biceps-2019-calendar

Cast of 

Cast of Will & Grace

Prince
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F i n d i n g
Happiness
i n  t h e
M i r r o r

by KC Miller

I was once entirely consumed by a part of the gay community we rarely discuss: 
our toxic ideas of body image and self worth. I would study the bodies of other 

gay men—on television, on social media, in pornography—that our community 
deemed perfectly attractive. It did not take long to realize the most desired version 
of a gay man includes chiseled abs, strong bulky biceps, a clean cut “v-line” with 
popping oblique muscles. My body failed to match this Adonis-like product of a 
man, and I decided to take action.

 Quickly, I bought my own gym membership and invested in the best protein 
powder and workout supplements. I planned out a new lifestyle that prioritized 
the aesthetic of my body over my health and wellness. This new lifestyle consumed 
my life completely; I counted every calorie I ate, every step I took, and pushed my 
body to levels it should never have been pushed. I would finish my 9-hour shift at 
work, where I was on my feet all day, and go straight to the gym, spending hours 
focusing on my abs, my arms, my butt, my obliques. At one point, I injured both 
my knee and my back. My insecurities and the pressure of our community forced 
me to run miles endlessly while I pushed through the excruciating pain.  

 Completely exhausted, extremely hungry, and in pain, I realized that nothing 
about this was for me. It was simply to impress other guys. Why would I spend 
so much time, so much energy, and go through so much pain for something that 

did not even make me happy. I stopped my insane regimen and tried to change my lifestyle in a way that would hopefully make me happier. Months after my 
initial realization, I still struggled. The pressure in our community had a suffocating hold and now I felt terrified of being consumed by the gym once again. 

 But recently, I found peace with my body in a very unusual place: a pole. Yes, I decided to start taking pole dance fitness classes in South Philly at a studio 
called Flaunt Fitness. The studio helped me embrace my body, and love what I see in the mirror. Unlike the gay community that generally supports a culture 
of shame for those without the ideal body, Flaunt and the overall pole fitness community embraces those of all shapes and sizes. “Pole dancing doesn’t come 
natural for most. As a new student, pole dancing isn’t about how fit or strong you are,” says Pinki, owner of Flaunt. “If you have the desire and will to learn, 
your mind, body and soul will change in ways you never imagined possible!”

     Pole dancing helped me find a way to work on my fitness while having fun, feeling sexy, and—most importantly—this work was all for myself and no 
one else. I am not saying you can’t spend time in the gym, work hard on your body, or watch what you eat carefully. But I implore you to always take a step 
back and ask yourself why, and make sure that answer makes you satisfied. No, I do not have abs, I do not look like a typical “insta-gay,” but I am happy with 
myself. 
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the show must go on!
t h e  h i s t o r y  a n d  r e n o v a t i o n  o f  t h e  c i v i c  t h e a t r e

by Sharon Glassman
photos from Civic Archives

Opening night, 1957

Parker James Fullmore in Billy Elliot
photo by William (Martha Swope) Sanders



A t a time in history when little theatres were being started in 
many communities, E. Fred McCready and John Y. Kohl 
were having lunch in a tea room, and decided to start a little 

theatre here in Allentown. Clearly, men of action, their idea resulted 
in the first meeting of Civic Little Theatre on a spring night in 1927. 
By June of that year, the organization managed to mount a one-act 
play entitled Suppressed Desires which was presented in the National 
Guard Armory at 4th and Union Streets. John Kohl described 
the evening as “a strange affair, what with the theatrical program 
embellished with a dance and refreshments.”
 During the 1930 season, Civic presented its first full-length play 
entitled Daisy Mayme in a building whose erratic temperatures 
forced them to rent the Madison Theatre for $450 a year until the 
building was sold and the group was dispossessed. After a nomadic 
existence for a number of years, the Board of Governors entered 
into a negotiation for the 19th Street Theatre, and in what has been 
called “breathtaking speed,” Civic Theatre had its own home. The 
Grand Opening took place in November of 1957 with a performance 
of Janus followed by opening remarks by 
Charles Hoch, then Chairman. 
  In the decades that followed, and until 
his death in 1987, Mr. Charles Hoch served 
as president of the Board of Governors. Mr. 
Hoch assumed the role of dedicated guardian 
of the facility, which upon his passing and 
the dissolution of the Board of Governors, 
transferred to the Board of Directors. 
Throughout the years, the Board worked 
diligently to maintain the magnificent Art 
Deco facility, but realized that the forces of 
nature and time had taken their toll and the 
building had simply lost its luster. 
  Although the 19th Street Theatre showed 
signs of aging, the “grand dame” never 
faltered in providing a place for Civic Theatre 
to work its magic. Beneath the fading murals 
and slightly less radiant dome, thousands of 
aspiring actors, inquisitive students, and movie aficionados found 
a flourishing cultural home. One need only chat with the senior 
citizens who saw their first film, took their first class, or sat in the 
audience of their first play to recognize the impressive historic impact 
of the organization. 
 Although during the 50’s and 60’s director John Kickline’s name 
appears frequently, by the 1970’s, each of Civic’s plays was directed 
by a different director. Until the 1980’s, sets were put up by Board 
members and construction began the Sunday before the Friday 
opening of a production. After her selection to direct Never Too Late, 
Civic Past President Sharon Lee Glassman, then a new resident to 
Allentown, recalls thinking they were “just kidding” when they said 
her cast would get on the stage for the first time the Monday before 
the Friday opening because the set would be built on “set-up Sunday.”  
Slowly, but surely, once in a position to facilitate change, Glassman 
worked to change the “last minute” approach. 
 Although many fine directors worked on a one-time contract 
with Civic for years, the Board knew that a full-time Artistic Director 

would raise the bar in providing first class theatre to Lehigh Valley 
residents. In 1991 Civic hired its first full time professional Artistic 
Director, William Sanders, who with a brief hiatus to direct in New 
York, is celebrating his 25th year in that position. Mr. Sanders, a 
graduate of the prestigious North Carolina School of the Arts, has 
endeavored to continuously improve production values, create a 
collegial yet professional atmosphere, and develop a community 
of local actors who flourish under his expert hand. Mr. Sanders’ 
commitment to bring cutting edge theatre and area premieres to 
the Valley has distinguished him as an artistic director who strives 
to awaken social consciousness in Civic’s audiences. A few of his 
productions in a list that is amazingly extensive, include The Normal 
Heart, Lips Together, Teeth Apart, Falsettos, A Man of No Importance, 
Love, Valour, Compassion, Execution of Justice, Spring Awakening, 
and the iconic Angels in America (1997 and 2017).
  On October 12th, Civic Theatre of Allentown opened the smash 
musical, Billy Elliot, at the Grand Reopening of the Nineteenth 
Street Theatre. Replete with red carpet, search lights, paparazzi, 

a pre-show welcome, and a post- show 
celebration. Although the $5.5M capital 
campaign launched in November of 
2017 by Civic Theatre will continue until 
December of 2019, the restoration of the 
auditorium and surrounding areas are 
ready to delight audiences. The highlights 
of the refurbishments include the dome, 
walls, murals, stage, and an expansion of 
the concession area. Visitors can also look 
forward to a new box office and box office 
lobby, new seats, a new lighting system, and 
a state of the arts sound system. “The theatre 
is truly a visual feast made possible by some 
trained artisans who were dedicated to this 
project,” said Dr. Barry Glassman, Board 
member. 
 The theatre attributes the success of 
the campaign to the dedicated work of all 

who took this “leap of faith” that the community would welcome a 
restoration of an iconic community structure. Alvin H. Butz, Inc., 
with its long history of support for Civic, has provided remarkable 
leadership as the contractor for the entire construction. Mills + 
Schnoering Architects, LLC has been both efficient and flexible in 
balancing artistry with budget. The co-chairs of the campaign, Dr. 
Barry Glassman, Gregory Butz, Jane Heft, and Sharon Lee Glassman, 
have been tireless in giving the community opportunities to support 
the campaign. The staff has worked to make the numerous necessary 
adjustments and handle the increased work load. Without Cedar 
Crest College, in allowing Civic to use space for rehearsal, summer 
theatre classes, and a performance venue for many months, Civic 
would have been homeless during the renovation. 
 Currently 90% funded, the campaign will continue until the 
entire upper floor has a new look as well. Civic is confident that 
when the community sees how much has been accomplished, people 
will take advantage of the seat naming opportunities, donor wall tile 
availability, or donor listings and donate at some level. 

“One need only chat 
with the senior citizens 
who saw their first film, 

took their first class, 
or sat in the audience 

of their first play to rec-
ognize the impressive 
historic impact of the 

organization.”
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Stephen Libby: After traveling to Australia earlier this year, you and your 
friends have recently returned from Italy. Tell us all about it. 

Bryon Yoder: I’ve always loved traveling. This trip to Italy came about a couple 
years ago. I sing with the Philadelphia Gay Men’s Chorus, which hosts Cirque 
Masquerade, an annual gala fundraiser held in autumn. The event includes 
both silent and live auctions as well as entertainment, food, and beverages. My 
friend Craig Nuel bid on the Tuscan Villa live auction item and won it. It was 

for four people, so afterward he immediately asked 
friends Ed Stash, Patrick Hamilton—and me—if 
we wanted to share the trip. We agreed. Since 
there was no expiration date, and with Australia 
planning underway, our trip to Italy was pushed 
off for a while. Last year we decided to go over 
Labor Day 2018, being advised that’s an ideal 
time to visit due to fewer tourists and still-perfect 
weather. Both assertions proved true. While we 
definitely paid more for the villa than you could 
find with some research, it was for a good cause. 
(Total cost of the trip was around $2500 to $3000.) 
And we lucked out finding a round-trip flight on 
Lufthansa from Philly to Rome, via Frankfurt, 
for under $600. A car was rented upon arriving 

in Rome since the only other option for getting around Tuscany is via private 
driver, a costly alternative.
SL: What were the most amazing things you did? Sights you saw? Must see 
and do things for our readers who are thinking about going?
BY: First, Tuscany is unbelievably beautiful. Everywhere you look is picture/
painting perfect! Our villa was located in the small hilltop town of Manciano 
in the Grosseto province. Tuscany is mostly comprised of farms and vineyards, 
with very old towns/villages scattered throughout the countryside. Our villa 
in town overlooked the valley and breathtaking sunsets. There wasn’t a lot to 
do in Manciano, but we found it to be a nice central “home base” for our trip. 
We drove to Castigliano della Pescaia, a coastal town with great beaches and 
beachside cabanas. Sunday evening we arranged to have local chefs prepare 
a meal at our villa: course after course of amazing pastas, local roasted boar, 
pastries, and, of course, limoncello. Monday we drove to Florence where we 
stayed one night. Florence is a must, especially if you appreciate classical 
architecture. If you go and want to check out the major attractions, make sure 
you reserve timed entry tickets in advance or you’ll wait in lines. We climbed 
the 463 steps to the top of the Duomo which had spectacular views, but do 
note the climb is not for the claustrophobic or weak of heart. We ran into some 

friends also visiting from NJ and had the best gelato in Florence. Tuesday 
we stopped through Siena on our way back to Manciano. Siena is a perfectly 
preserved historic town also with some great narrow streets and food. We hired 
a sailboat to take us to Giglio island one day, just the four of us and captain 
Bruno on the deck of a 50-foot sailboat for hours in the sun to the small island 
where we enjoyed the beach and lunch. We ended our trip in Rome for a 
couple days, seeing the big sites including the Coloseum (no need to go inside 
if you’re time limited), Palatine Hill (massive!), Vatican City, Pantheon and 
many other classic attractions. I’m glad we included a couple days in Rome to 
get to see those things, but our experiences in Tuscany were, in my opinion, 
much better.
SL: What was the most surprising thing(s) you encountered? 
BY: The Italians really like their food, and wine is plentiful and cheap. Meals 
are practically a ritual, typically lasting 2 to 3 hours each. And most restaurants 
in most Italian towns we visited were Italian. You’re hard-pressed to find 
Asian, Spanish, or other ethnic restaurants. I’ve never eaten so much food on 
a vacation . . . not that I’m complaining, but be prepared if you go. Certainly 
don’t plan any bathing suit-required trips soon afterward! 
SL: How is the Italian culture/attitude vs American and maybe other places 
you’ve traveled? 
BY: Italians are passionate people and it carries through in their food, 
communication, relationships, etc. Also most don’t 
speak English, so be prepared for that if you go. 
We were able to manage for the most part: One 
night in a small bar in Manciano we chatted with 
one guy who spoke both Italian and Spanish, so he 
translated Italian to Spanish for me and I translated 
Spanish to English for my friends. And I think this 
is commonly known, but Italians dress really well.
SL: Where are you going next?
BY: Well, nowhere far anymore this year. My travel 
savings are spent! I’ll travel to Ohio to visit family 
over the holidays. In January, my friends and I have 
a weekend getaway to the Poconos planned and 
we won accommodations at hotels in Miami and 
San Diego at another fundraiser this year so we’ll likely use them in February/
March. My boyfriend Jonathan and I are looking into a trip to Yellowstone 
National Park in September and since he’s from Northern Ireland I suspect 
we’ll visit there and perhaps elsewhere in the UK next summer. 

An interview with out travel guru, 
 Bryon Yoder

Italy
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A charming, gay-owned Victorian bed and breakfast, located 
in the heart of Rehoboth Beach since 2013!
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A one-man show written by 
popular humorist David Sedaris, 

The Santaland Diaries 
relates the author’s hilarious 

experiences as an unemployed 
writer taking a job as an elf at 
Macy’s in NY – a winking take 

on how the holiday season 
brings out the best – and the 

worst – in all of us.

Written by: David Sedaris
Adapted by: Joe Mantello

NOV 30-DEC 15
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& back!

susanbellajewelry.com   |   610.434.8001
1746 West Allen Street, Allentown



King, Spry, Herman, Freund & Faul LLC
One West Broad Street Suite 700 
Bethlehem, PA 18018

KingSpry
Attorneys and Counselors at law

Sun., Feb. 17 - 6 PM Thu., Feb. 21 - 7:30 PM

Wed., March 20 &
Thu., March 21 - 7 PM

Sat., April 6
2 PM & 8 PM

453 Northampton St., Easton, PA  
610-252-3132 . 1-800-999-STATE

www.statetheatre.org



3223223222

Stephen Libby: Congratulations on your success from being on America’s 
Got Talent. And we’ll get back to AGT. First, I would like you to talk us 

through your process. What was it like growing up in Nebraska, knowing you 
were the opposite gender everyone was seeing on the outside? 
Brody Ray: It was hard to face the fact that I was born in the wrong body. I wasn’t 
sure about who I was. I didn’t know how to fix it or if it was even possible. It made 
me really angry at God and ponder the idea of not even being born. I tried to put 
on a smile no matter what I was feeling or going through. I knew who I was and I 
didn’t care who knew or cared. I was going to do everything in my power to prove 
that I was a boy inside and out. My parents were confused for a while but as soon 
as we got a word for it, things started to look up and my whole family was open to 
learning more about it and helping me along the way. I was very blessed to have 
such an open-minded and loving family. There were the usual jokes people would 
make, but not many people messed with me because if they were going to give 
me crap, I gave it back two times harder. I was also weight lifter of the year. I was 
so open and honest about who I was and how I felt and the attractions I had for 
others that no one really had anything to say that would upset me. 
SL: How old were you when you realized? Who did you tell first? How did 
they react? 
BR: I knew I was different from other kids as soon as I could think for myself. I 
always identified with the boys at school and daycare. My mother pulled me aside 
and asked me if I felt like I should have been a boy and I told her yes and we cried 
together because we knew it was going to be a long hard journey to get to where 
we needed to be. My parents were scared for my safety but they also wanted me to 
be happy. They were going to love me through it. I took a psychological test when 
I was 14 that diagnosed me as transgender and I was given the green light to start 
my transition and hormone therapy. That made me so happy and hopeful for a 
happy future. My parents were still very scared for my safety and wanted me to 
wait until I graduated college to start any transitional things. So we waited some 
more and I finally told them I couldn’t wait any longer and that I would move 
to California to do it on my own or I could stay and we could do it together as a 
family. We then cried and started that day on research into doctors and hormone 
replacement therapy.
SL: How have your family and friends reacted?
BR: My dad just wanted me to fit in and not get made fun of. He loved me a lot and 
just wanted me to change my mind but I couldn’t. Over the years we helped him 
understand and now he’s so proud and talks about me and my story to everyone 
he meets. My mom was always my rock and supporter from day one. Never 
forcing me to wear or look feminine. My sisters came around and it never really 
fazed them; we all learned and grew together as a family. They always stood up for 
me and had my back and they still do!
SL: Who are your musical influences? Who would you like to record with?
BR: I have always been so in love with all styles and genres of music. I pull from all 
sorts of influences and bands like Dashboard Confessional, Taking Back Sunday, 
Blink 182, The Fray, Michelle Branch, Lenny Kravitz, Kacey Musgraves, Jason 
Aldean, Dan & Shay, Sam Hunt, Dierks Bentley. I would die a happy man to be 
able to work with any of these artists! I want to do a duet with Tori Kelly someday!
SL: Who are some trans people that have made it easier for you? 
BR: One of the biggest advocates and resources I had was Ryan Sallans. He was 
living in Nebraska at the same time I was and had completed his transition and got 
to be on Larry King Live and lots of other awesome shows and had been around 
the world advocating and changing the way we see trans people. He personally 
helped me with when and where to go to get testosterone prescription in my area. 
He referred us to his world famous doctors in Belgrade, Serbia, where we went 
4 times for my bottom surgery. I also dated a girl in high school, and her older 
brother Ethan was trans and had his top surgery. I looked up to him so much and 
their whole family loved and accepted me. He helped me out with some of the 

same things and all that goes with a transition.
SL: What was the response from professionals in the music industry when you 
were trying to break through?
BR: I had a lot of people tell me to continue to work on my craft and find my own 
sound and keep writing all the time. Most people told me that it was who you 
knew and not all on what you can do. They said the music industry can be one of 
the most open-minded places for people to be who they are. But they won’t treat 
you more special because of it. You still have to work your tail off. I’ve been talking 
with everyone about making a transition to the pop music scene as it will be more 
accepting of me as an individual.
SL: How did you end up on America’s Got Talent?
BR: I auditioned back in January and they called me back about a week later and 
asked me to come for a live audition in Nashville a month later, and I sang for two 
sets of executive producers. I waited for a call a month later and they told me I 
would be going to Pasadena for an audition in front of the celebrity judges and I 
knew then my life was about to change forever. I had been auditioning for all kinds 
of shows and working hard to get better as a singer for many years. It felt so good 
to finally land one and perform well. 
SL: What’s next for you?
BR: We are recording my new album right now and we’re so excited to get it out 
into the world! I’m playing pride festivals and all kinds of shows all over the place. 
Working with Joey Amato and Buddy Lee Attractions has been a blessing and they 
are opening so many doors for me. There’s a lot ahead of us!
SL: Of course, we wish you the very best! Do you have a message for your 
young trans fans that may be struggling? 
BR: Thank you so much for having me! I always want to put the message out there 
that no matter what you’re going through, who you love, who you are or how you 
look, if you want something bad enough and are willing to work your butt off, 
nothing is impossible. With hard work and dedication all your dreams can come 
true! We don’t have to live inside the social bubbles that society puts around us. 
We are just as human and just as important and equal. Being born a certain or 
different way for the majority doesn’t mean there’s something wrong with you. So 
don’t let people tell you that you can’t do something! Wake your dreams!

B R O D Y  R AY

Interview by Stephen Libby
Photo by TK

Singer
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David Collins: Hi Stephen.

Stephen Libby: Hi David. How are you? What are you doing 
today?

DC: Oh, nothing much. Massage at lunch. You know… No! It’s 
insane over here! Everyday I walk in and it’s like, “Here we go!” 
Weeeeeeeeeeeeeee!

SL: That’s a pretty cool feeling, right?

DC: It is, actually, for sure. You know, champagne problems. A 
total blessing. All of this is beyond your wildest and it’s just great. 
It’s fun to be the hot kid in town for a moment. Two years ago I 
couldn’t get arrested. 

SL: The Emmys were last Monday. That must have been a 
crazy day for you. (QE2 won Outstanding Structured Reality 
Program, Outstanding Picture Editing for a Structured or 
Competition Reality Program, Outstanding Casting for a 
Reality Program)

DC: Yeah. And it hasn’t really stopped since then. People are 
recognizing not just Queer Eye, but Scout’s breadth of work and 
what we’ve been doing for years. And re the Emmys, it was more 
exciting for me this time than the first time 15 years ago. Because 
there was this unbelievable sense of how hard we worked to bring 
this new reboot of Queer Eye out to the world. It’s an amazing 
family that makes up this show. 

SL: Let’s back up for a minute. How did Scout Productions 
start?

DC: Michael Williams, who 
is my ex-husband and “Papa” 
to my “Daddy”—we have 
twin 9-year-olds together—
and I started Scout almost 
30 years ago. We met on the 
Jodie Foster’s film, Little Man 
Tate. I was Jodie’s assistant 
and Michael was the location 
manager. We ended up 

working on some really huge studio 
movies like Hoffa, Housesitter, Blown 
Away, and Mermaids and along the 
way we realized we wanted to tell 
our own stories. We wanted to do 
old school filmmaking, the way they 
used to really make feature films. 
And they don’t make films that way 
any longer. The structure of the way 
a film is put together has changed 
immensely. We dove into indie films 
and we were into the fun height of 
the East Coast-New York City indie 
film scene of the late 80s early 90s. 
Made a couple of cool first films. Six 
Ways to Sunday was the first film I 
produced. We gave an unknown 
Norman Reedus his first role and 
Adrian Brody his second role, Debbie Harry . . . My casting 
chops were pretty good back then.  

 We were a big fish in the little pond of Boston. The big studio 
films would come into the city and we would production manage 
and line produce and produce at the local level. We would 
figure out the budgets and schedules. Our second film was 
with Brad Anderson called Session 9, which was a well-known 
psychological thriller that did quite well. We went on to make 
lots of little indie features. Then 9/11 happened and the business 
really came crashing to a halt in Boston. 

 And believe it or not that is where the process for creating Queer 
Eye came in. We had just started producing for documentarian 
Errol Morris (Fast, Cheap and Out of Control) and we had come 
from the scripted world. We were really blessed to be able to 
watch and grow and learn with Errol on a documentary feature. 
And along the way reality TV was just starting to get some 
attention. I’ve talked a lot in interviews about seeing the woman 
in the art gallery berate her husband as 5 gay men came across 
the floor and saved him from her, his own wife, and really gave 

QE2, not to be confused with the Queen Elizabeth II, is a huge success. In six months the Netflix series has produced 2 
seasons, won 3 out of 4 Emmy nominations in 2018, and produced countless tears on its way to becoming a cultural 

phenomenon. I had the extreme pleasure of speaking with creator, and force to be reckoned with, David Collins soon after 
the Emmy gold rush.

DAVIDCOLLINS
Queer Eye Creator
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him confidence, and beefed him up if you will and sent him on 
his way. That’s where the straight guy came from. I was the lucky 
guy who saw a moment and put it on paper and I got to tell a 
story that was dear and true to me.

 I grew up in Ohio, was a Southern Baptist kid, who thought 
“the gay boy-burn in hell” story was part of my life and who I 
was. But I grew up having so many great straight guy friends 
who don’t care that I’m gay and I don’t care that they’re straight 
and the adages, just because you like shoes, doesn’t make you 
gay and just because you like sports doesn’t make you straight. 
All those no one really talked about that until the first Queer 
Eye. Those conversations started back then. Queer Eye was born 
out of that heart, that idea that things are a make-better, not a 
make-over. And I think it’s what truly has allowed us to have this 
second wave and connection with the audience. If the first Fab 5 
were superheroes that swooped in and out without us knowing 
too much about their personal lives, the words husband and 
boyfriend were definitely not on the table in those days. It was 
enough that they were gay superheroes. 

 The beauty of now is they are showing who they are and talking 
about their personal lives and their own personal struggles and 

coming to terms with their sexuality and coming out and being 
proud . . . and that part’s been really cool as it relates to Queer 
Eye at large. We could not be more blessed than to be involved 
with Netflix on this. They simply give you a platform to go and 
do what you want to do. I’m just blessed to be the guy behind the 
eye. My job can be really hard, like meeting hundreds of gay men 
around the world. Right?! Really tough job!

SL: I think you need an assistant . . .

DC: Are you interested? Come on out . . .

SL: What do you enjoy doing when you are not working?

DC: I am a daddy through and through. I have two of the 
most unbelievably cool daughters, Olive and Ella. They are in 
fourth grade. Our weekends are filled with fun adventures and 
exploring. I get to let go and become a 9 year old, become a 
kid again and see the world through their eyes. You learn what 
women have truly struggled with for decades. How do I become 
a mother and have a career. I leave work early to get home and 
have dinner with the kids. Cuz you blink . . . all the clichés of 
parenting are true. You blink and the kids are grown up. It’s 
pretty darn amazing being a dad. We definitely know that our 
number one priority is to raise amazing kids. 

Interview by Stephen Libby
Photos courtesy of NetflixDavid standing behind the cast of Queer Eye, (L-R) Tan France, Antoni Porowski, Jonathan Van Ness, Karamo Brown, Bobby Berk
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Same-Sex Partner Precluded from Seeking Custody
of Child Born to Ex-Partner During Their Relationship

By Jessica F. Moyer, Esquire

Facts of the Case:

• CG and JH were a same-sex couple who resided together in Florida.

• In October of 2006, during the course of the relationship, JH gave birth to a 
child.

• The child was conceived through insemination using an anonymous sperm 
donor.

• JH is the biological mother of the child.

• CG has no genetic connection with the child.

• The parties never proceeded with a formal adoption proceeding to solidify the 
relationship of CG and the child as that of parent/child.

• After the child’s birth, the couple continued to live together for approximately 
five years before separating.  

• The parties separated in February of 2012 and JH and the child moved to 
Pennsylvania in July of 2012.

• In December of 2015, CG filed a custody Complaint seeking custody of the 
minor child.

The Parties’ Arguments:

JH:
• JH alleged that it was her decision alone to have the child and that CG had 
communicated that she did not want a child as she already had two from a 
former relationship.

• JH analyzed CG’s role solely as her girlfriend, not a co-parent of the minor 
child.

• JH asserted that she made all the important decisions regarding the child 
without input from CG and financially supported the minor child with minimal 
financial support from CG.

CG:
• CG asserted that she and JH planned to have a child together and that JH did 
not begin the process of trying to become pregnant until CG consented.

• Following the birth of the child, CG described her relationship with the child 
as that of a parent/child relationship.

• CG argued that she had “standing” to bring an action under the Child Custody 
Act as a parent or, at least, as a person who stood in loco parentis to the child.

Pennsylvania’s highest court has recently ruled that a 
former same-sex partner of a minor child’s biological mother 
was precluded from seeking custody of the child.  

The Law:
Under the Pennsylvania Child Custody Act, a person may bring a child 

custody action if that person is a parent, a third party who stands in loco 
parentis to the child or is a grandparent who meets certain requirements.  A 
person stands in loco parentis to a child when that person “puts oneself in the 
situation of a lawful parent by assuming the obligations incident to the parental 
relationship without going through the formality of a legal adoption.”  Even if 
a person is successful with proving that they stand in loco parentis to a child, 
they are still considered a third party and are not on an even playing field when 
attempting to obtain primary physical custody of a child.

Court’s Opinion:
 It is important to note that this case was litigated at the county court, i.e., trial 
court level, which found that CG did not stand in loco parentis to the minor child.  
CG then appealed to the Pennsylvania Superior Court who upheld the decision of the 
trial court.  The Pennsylvania Supreme Court decided to review the case on the single 
issue of whether CG lacked standing both as a parent and as a party who stood in loco 
parentis of the child.
 On September 21, 2018, the Pennsylvania Supreme Court upheld the decision 
of the two lower courts.  The majority of the Court rejected CG’s argument that the 
Child Custody Act definition of parentage should be broadened to include those 
who intend to bring a child into the world through assistive reproductive technology 
(“ART”) and then co-parent the child.  The Court found no basis to expand the 
definition of the term as it stands in the law.  The Pennsylvania Supreme Court further 
went on to affirm the lower court’s decisions that, based upon the testimony and the 
evidence presented, CG did not stand in loco parentis of the minor child.  The two 
lower courts found that CG did not assume a parental status or discharge the duties of 
a parent during the lifetime of the child.  The Supreme Court reviewed the following 
findings reflected in the Superior Court’s opinion to conclude that CG did not have in 
loco parentis status:

• The parties took no steps to formalize a co-parent arrangement; 

• Neither party suggested an adoption after adoption by members of the same sex 
became a legal option in Florida in 2010; 

• CG never agreed to have a child but merely acquiesced to the idea of one; 

• CG initially carried the child on her medical and dental insurance but subsequently 
removed the child after the parties separated; 

• CG was not listed as a parent on school or medical documents and was not intended 
to be the child’s guardian if something happened to JH; 

• JH did not consult with CG regarding educational or medical decisions pertaining to 
the child; and

• CG did not assume the role of decision maker for the child or make contributions 
amounting to that of a parent.

There have been cases, however, where the courts have 
found that same-sex partners stood in loco parentis in 
custody proceedings. Due to these cases being so fact-
specific, the best way to insulate oneself from a future 
parentage challenge is to adopt the minor child, which 

then solidifies the parent/child relationship.

If you have questions concerning your situation or 
the rights pertaining to a child in your life, it is best to 

seek legal advice.

Door Closed
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Executive Director,
Pennsylvania Commission on LGBTQ Affairs

Stephen Libby: Give us a little background. Where were you born and raised? 
How old were you when you knew you liked other guys? 
Todd Snovel: I am originally from Bucks County, PA, but spent the majority of 
my time growing up in the central part. After high school, I attended Lebanon 
Valley College where I would end up spending 13 years of my career in higher 
education before embarking on this new role. My coming out process toward self-
acceptance developed over considerable time. I remember having internal conflict 
when I started to realize that I seemingly wasn’t having the same feelings toward 
women that my friends were discussing. I wasn’t at a point where I was ready to 
accept this in myself, so I turned to food as a source of solace and protection. I 
lived as a person of extreme weight for most of my adolescence, teenage years, 
and young adulthood. It was only when I was in college that I started to reflect 
fully on my own identities and be open about my sexuality to a limited number of 
friends. It was several years before I made the decision to live openly and fully as 
myself, which was extremely liberating when it finally occurred. 
SL: What do you remember knowing about “gay” when you realized you 
were? 
TS: I grew up with a father who was a United Methodist minister for mostly 
small, rural, and conservative congregations. Our entire life revolved around the 
church, from my parents’ employment, to social connections, and friend groups. 
As a child and teenager, I didn’t know any openly LGBTQ-identifying people. 
I recall the United Methodist Church going through substantial divide as to 
whether to be welcome to LGBTQ “folx” (although that language wasn’t utilized 
at the time). My parents would often receive resources from religious-based 
organization on what television shows and movies to avoid, which stores not 
to shop at, and which companies not to support given their support of the “gay 
agenda.” I laugh a little about this now, because I used to read them to get ideas 
for television shows and movies I wanted to watch! 
SL: Who were the first people you told? How did they react?
TS: I believe that many of my college friends suspected about my sexuality, but 
granted me a lot of grace as I came to accept it in myself. As you consider your 
first moments of outing yourself, you roleplay countless numbers of scenarios all 
with separate outcomes depending on reactions. For most of my college friends, 
the reactions were joy, support, and a few moments of, “Well, yeah, I knew that 
for two years.” Family was a little more challenging. I know my parents struggle 
with accepting my identities given their religious convictions, but I also believe 
they reflect on ways to still love me as their son. Other family members remain 
on the journey. My grandparents were very accepting in their own way. We 
didn’t talk about it openly very often, but I distinctly remember my grandfather 
talking about someone and inferring something about his wife and then quickly 
correcting himself to interject “partner.” When my grandmother died, she 
included in her funeral wishes to have my cousin and her wife both serve as 

pallbearers, one of the many reasons why I hold deep pride and admiration for 
her. 
SL: What (in God’s name) qualifies you for you to be the Executive Director, 
Pennsylvania Commission on LGBTQ Affairs? Does this mean it’s OK for 
LGBTQ people to have affairs? Maybe explain what the job is, and your plans 
while in the role.
TS: I wish I knew and could tell you. In my first month, I’ve had the opportunity 
to meet and engage with countless leaders in the LGBTQ communities across this 
great Commonwealth. Many of them have been doing this work for decades and, 
in my opinion, any of the 41 appointed commissioners could easily be at the helm 
of this ship. I think some of my strengths remain in organizational leadership 
and bringing folx together toward shared vision. I see the Commission as being 
a conduit that helps connect people statewide and eliminates some of the towers 
and silos that can hold back our work. The Commission doesn’t have any specific 
opinion on how LGBTQ people form relationships, though we always advocate 
for safe and healthy behaviors! What we will do is develop initiatives to be 
greater voices of advocacy, policy reform, and community-building to ensure that 
LGBTQ Pennsylvanians are able to live to their full potentials and successes.  
SL: How would you describe the LGBTQ life in the US today? How will your 
position make change for our people?
TS: I think there is often a misconception that marriage equality created 
perfection for the LGBTQ population in the U.S. While we acknowledge it as a 
historic step toward equality and equity, many other issues still uniquely face our 
communities. We still do not have comprehensive anti-discrimination protection 
statewide for our populations. I was literally overwhelmed by the amount of 
e-mails I received in my first two weeks from folx across the commonwealth who 
were terminated, put on leave, or have succumbed to threats and violence based 
on their sexuality, gender identity, and/or gender expression, and looking for 
help. Additionally, we know that we have advocacy needs around healthcare, fair 
and affordable housing, and much more. We also see the profound impact that 
intersection plays within our identities, with the need to listen and focus specific 
initiatives from the narratives of our transgender communities and specifically 
queer and trans communities of colors, our LGBTQ aging population, LGBTQ 
immigrants and many other groups found within marginalized identities. 
SL: What is a day out of the office like for you, Todd?
TS: What a lovely question! My friends will tell you that I love to entertain. I’m 
a complete extrovert, so I enjoy being social, attending events, and helping in 
the community. I love supporting the arts—either as an audience member or 
performer. I love to cook, I love to read and experience good cinema, I like to be 
physically active and travel . . . all activities that allow me to connect with like-
minded people. My ultimate daily goal is to help bring joy to someone else’s life—
so I try to find several ways each day to make that happen.  

The executive order creating the Pennsylvania 
Commission on LGBTQ Affairs. The signing took 
place at the Governor’s Residence on August 6. The 
three commissioners from the Lehigh Valley are 
Adrian Shanker, Sebastian Pelaez, and Adanjesus 
Marin. 
Sitting, L to R: Secretary of Health Dr. Rachel 
Levine, Todd Snovel, Governor Tom Wolf, and 
Anne Wakabayashi (Chair of the Commission on 
LGBTQ Affairs).  
First row standing, L to R: Brian Patchcoski, Elicia 
Gonzales, Amber Hikes, Dr. Gerald Montano, 
Adrian Shanker, Tyler Titus, Jason Goodman, Ben 
Allatt.  
Second row, L to R: Chris Bartlett, Patricia Buce-
k,Harry Young, Joanne Carroll, Malcolm Kenyatta, 
Sarah Rosso. Back row includes Heshie Zinman, 
Kathy Cameron, Rosemary Browne.
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Dan Wirth: Tell us why we should be excited about Acursian on 
Webtoons.  And exactly how excited are you; half-mast? Full mast?  

John Barrowman:  Hahaha Well, I think full mast because there are drawings 
depicted of me naked with my ass out and all sorts of stuff and in compromising 
positions so you can use your fantasy for however hard you want your mast to 
be ummmm… Hahaha!
DW: So, not your run-of-the-mill Webtoon? 
JB: No, actually Webtoon allowed us to push the limit a little bit on this. And 
one of the things that I’ll say to people who are comic book readers and want to 
read comics in a new way on your phone - this is a great way to do it. Number 
two is it’s absolutely free and you can download the app and you can subscribe 
to our comic - Acursian, we’re on chapter 8 at the 
moment. The story itself - what I wanted to do - being 
somebody who is very behind LGBTQ rights and 
representing the community on a worldwide basis I 
like to think, I wanted characters in there like people 
I know - so we cover lot of different sexualities - 
we’ve got guys who like guys, girls who like girls, all 
sorts of mixed stuff going on there, people who like 
everything so we’ve tried to hit everyone relationship-
wise that we can think of and also depicting people in 
the characters themselves so that they are something 
people can identify with. It’s exciting, it’s based 
on Celtic mythology but also a lot of real things 
that happened in Celtic history and being born in 
Scotland, it’s something that my sister and I and Erika 
really wanted to do.
DW: I know you’ve worked with your sister on some 
other projects - how did you end up with Erika 
Lewis and Beni Lobel?
JB: I used to present and host a show called “Attack 
of the Show” occasionally for the G4 network when 
it existed. And Erika, if I’m correct in saying her title then, was a producer for 
talent management and that’s how I met her.  When I was doing the G4 bid 
kinda day (long) thing at San Diego Comic Con - I was hosting it, Erika was 
producing that and also my sister was there.  Because my sister and I, I think 
at that time, we had just finished a Torchwood novel and I introduced Erika 
to my sister - they hit it off and it was on that day it started-to talk about - let’s 
do something and writing together and that’s how we collaborated. Erika had 
done comic books before - we had delved into comics with the Selkie comic 
- the Torchwood comic so that was our first soiree into that. Now Beni was 
introduced to us when we went to Legendary and we were talking with the 
Legendary team -and they had a team of artists who we could use from all over 
the world and the audition process for the artists was to draw my likeness and 
whoever got it the closest and right - they got the gig.
DW: Well, I’ll tell you what, just looking at some of this artwork, it’s fantastic 
and you’ve got to be proud.
JB: Oh we are, it’s amazing and the one thing - I like to say - of course we all 
have notes and we go back and forth and everybody banters, but the fact of the 
matter is, everyone who is involved in it, is good at what they do and that’s the 

one thing I love about this - and they’re passionate about it - and I think we’ve 
got a really good story and depiction in the artwork across the board.
DW: So, let’s talk about that just real quick, when approaching this, do 
you approach Accursian as an actor, or a creator or a writer? How do you 
approach this?
JB: I kind of approach it maybe a little differently. My sister and Erika and I sit 
down, we talk about the stuff, we create the characters, we do the outlining but 
Erika and Carol take it away and put it into word form. I review the artwork 
from an actor’s point of view because I want it to be cinematic which is why I 
brought in my friend Matthew Brind who’s done most of my albums and just 
recently did music for Paddington 2. 

DW: From what you’re telling me, it’s almost like 
you’re looking at them like a storyboard.
JB: That’s absolutely right. We do look at them like 
a storyboard. We create the story and then when we 
have the words, we then have to write in the actions 
and what’s around them so that when it’s handed off to 
the artist, the artist knows exactly what to draw.   
DW: That’s really cool.  It looks like a really exciting 
project. 
JB: Carole and Erika and I are proud of it.   I know 
Legendary is really happy with it. And we’re really 
grateful that Webtoon wanted us to come on board 
with it because it was something completely different 
for them.
DW: Cool. So you and your sister Carole created the 
Orion Chronicles book series. How difficult is it to 
break into the literary world as sibling co-authors? 
JB: Ummm, do you want the honest answer?
DW: Absolutely!   We can do the writer’s 
embellishment afterwards.
JB: The honest answer really is that I was approached 

about 12-13 years back to do an autobiography and I didn’t think I was old 
enough to do one. The publishers kept saying to me “Yes...Look at the body of 
work you’ve done thus far.  You’ve got a lot of stories to tell.” I did that, looked 
at it, realized and I could do an autobiography, but then I said I’m not gifted in 
the way to write it all down, I can tell the stories, I can give you all the insight, 
I can say it verbatim and put it down but I want my sister to write it because 
I’m kind of living my dream and my sister always wanted to be a published 
author so I then said she has to write it cause no one know me better than 
one of my own family members, particularly my sister.  And also she knows my 
voice, so therefore Carole and I started that collaboration and that then was a 
bestseller on the London Sunday Times Bestsellers list for about 13 weeks.  We 
then approached the publishers and other publishers with other projects and 
stories we wanted to do and that’s how it started. So I used my celebrity to help 
my sister and we moved forward from that.
DW: That’s fantastic.  What can reader’s look forward to in the third book, 
Inquisitor?  
JB: I don’t want to say more of the same - it’s a much more exciting story than 
what the first 3 books (were)… with the second three books, we tried to look 

It’s not often you have the opportunity to interview a time-
traveling, Omni sexual, space hero; John Barrowman is 

all that and more. He is a true renaissance man: actor, writer, 
singer, and LGBTQ icon. He was excited to talk with us about his new Webtoon project, Acursian, (available now) and how his characters on 
such fan favorites as Doctor Who, Torchwood and Arrow have placed him firmly as a hero of pop culture and the gay community.
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at them as a separate entity although the story goes forward with Matt and Em 
and also our new character Remy Dupree Rush who is - if I can start with the 
first one of the Orion Chronicles, he is a young African American boy who, let’s 
put it in a nutshell, witnesses the murder of his aunt and gets a book that his 
mother tells him he has to go and find this stuff because his mother is no longer 
there. He’s from a sect of slaves that were brought over and that’s all I really 
want to tell you, because the story itself - you got time travel involved - how we 
time travel I’m not going to tell you because it’s very exciting in a very different 
way - nobody gets into a TARDIS or a time machine it’s all done through art 
and music
DW: Well I was just going to say: SPOILERS!
JB: Totally, hahaha! Spoiler alert - there will be no more!!! If you really want to 
read stories and things that Carole and I are passionate about because we love 
art and music and we wanted to incorporate them in all of these books then you 
should read the Orion Chronicles. You can pick up and start with Conjurer - 
you don’t have to go back to the first three, but I guarantee you, once you read 
Conjurer and go to Nephilim then Inquisitor and then you’ll want to go back 
and understand more about Matt and Em and their process in the Hollow Earth 
series.
DW: Well I won’t force you to give us any more than information than that 
right now.
JB: We’re fucking brilliant that’s all you need to know!
DW: You have a very eclectic resume. Theatre, film, television, literature…
Let’s start with La Cage au Folles. What an 
awesome challenge for an actor. What is the 
craziest memory you have from that role?
JB: My craziest memory from La Cage...Is…
uh ... there are two of them.   The first one 
that comes to mind is after singing “I Am 
What I Am”  every night I would do it - I 
would pull off the wig, I’d   throw it on stage, 
I would run down the front of stage into the 
audience and go out the side door to the 
theater, a security guard would be waiting, 
because there were always fans out there. I would then be walked into the stage 
door, which was up a little bit from that exit door out that I came out in the 
theater; as you know in London Theaters they come right out onto the street 
like they do in Broadway. Everyday I would see this bus at the bus stop. So 
one matinee, I felt a little silly, and I pulled my wig off and I threw it down 
on the ground and I walked down into the audience and went “augggh!” and 
I walked through the audience, and then pushed the door open and I ran 
and I got onto the bus. (laughter). And I just remember the security guard 
running along and the stage manager going “John - for fuck sake - we’ve got 
a second act to do” and I stood on the back of the bus going “AUGGHH!”  
And the other moment was....I used to do a section where I would come down 
dressed, it was kind of in a Carol...I called it my “Carol Channing Moment”...I 
had spinners on my nipples that spun around and I had big long Madonna hair, 
and I used to come down with a cat - and they would vamp and I was given free 
range to kind of do my own shtick at that point - and definitely, I used to say to 
people - “Do you want to stroke my pussy” and all that kind of stuff - and that 
was just outrageous. And people loved it because of the double entendre and 
being outrageous. 
DW: That’s fantastic! Well...your most famous television role is of sci-fi hero 
Captain Jack Harkness in Doctor Who and the spin off, Torchwood. What 
do you want people to know about his sexual orientation and how it affected 
you then and these many years after, knowing he has become an LGBT icon? 
JB: First of all, when we started with Jack. I knew that he was...I just called him 
“a flirt” ...because his first line that he did; he’s looking up at Rose hanging from 

the barrage balloon and he says “nice bottom” and then he turns to his fellow 
REF colleague, “you got a nice bottom too” and smacks him on the butt. So, 
right away when I first read it I knew he was a flirt. And I didn’t, uh, I didn’t 
kind of, uh, I decided that he was going to flirt with everybody, and then when 
(former show-runner) Russell (T. Davies) saw how I was playing it. Russell then 
started writing that - you know, I’m sure they had ideas to it - but it all kind of 
gelled together and it wasn’t until I kissed the Doctor, and that was when people 
were like “oh my gosh, he kissed the Doctor”, but they really didn’t make a big 
deal. But it wasn’t until like later then, when people started saying that Captain 
Jack was...first of all, they were asking “was he gay?” and I said, “No, he’s not 
gay. He’s omnisexual” Because at that time there was no Pan, there was no other 
definitions that we had to do it. But, the fact of the matter, and Russell told me 
this, he said - “His sexuality is not defined by who he sleeps with. His sexuality 
will be defined by who he falls in love with.” And that is huge; if you think about 
it, that’s just like us as people. We can sleep with whoever we want and it doesn’t 
define who we are, because everybody - straight, gay, trans, bi - we all kind of 
do the same thing behind closed doors, but it’s who we fall in love with that will 
define who we are as lovers - if that makes any sense. 
I do conventions all over the world, and for me, it’s one of my proudest things to 
know that Captain Jack has helped people - young people, middle aged people, 
and older people - to identify with themselves as to who they really are. Because 
for the first time ever, and please don’t take this the wrong way, I’m not stroking 
my own ego in saying this, I’m just proud of it - that they saw an openly gay man 

playing a character, a hero on television; 
and I was one of the first openly gay men to 
play something like that. For them to see a 
hero on television that they could identify 
with, but also who was unapologetic, like 
the actor who played him was unapologetic 
about his sexuality and who he fell in love 
with, and I’m so proud of that. And to this 
day, as you said, Jack’s become an icon and 
that to me in the biggest pat on the back, as 
an actor, and also as a person; because I get 

kids now, still, who are teenagers saying “I love Captain Jack in Doctor Who 
because he’s made me understand that I can be me”
DW: And the ease with which you flirt with everyone on the show is just 
such a delight, and such a joy, and so playful, it’s almost disarming, the ease 
with which you can go from person to person and turn on the charm and 
turn on that smile - and you don’t even think about it. It’s just who Jack is.
JB: Can I tell you something? Because there’s a little bit of Jack in John and a 
little bit of John in Jack - and that is very much John.
DW: That does not disappoint me. I always thought there was a lot of you in 
the character, and vice versa.
JB: Oh yeah. You know, as my husband has come back from his colonoscopy and 
is sitting in the living room eating Cheetos right now - (projects voice across the 
room) - Scott, Am I a big flirt? (voice from across the room “yeah”). Yeah, I am. 
I flirt with anybody. If I find the moment - you know, I’m not ashamed of it, 
because it makes me feel good and it makes other people feel good.
DW: It’s really fantastic; and what a fantastic role, it really was. Oh, and 
you’re a bloody singer, also! So, really, you’re the male Judy Garland! 
JB: (laughter) My friend Ian Temple would be so thrilled that you said that. 
DW: So, what are your favorite songs to perform in front of an 
audience?   And I’ve checked your album out so I know you’ve done 
some very impressive covers, everybody from ABBA to...uh….  
JB: Don’t. You don’t have to name them, I know what you’re talking about. 
(laughs) I like...the one thing I enjoy doing really is concert tours. Because when 
I do my tours I get to sing the songs that I think my audience would like to hear 
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me sing. And also I structure the songs around photographs, movies, videos 
and stories that have happened to me. So therefore, the song, something like, 
“A Thousand Years” - because it was when Scott and I went to get married, 
when Marriage Equality passed in the Supreme Court. We went right down 
the day it passed, in shorts and tee-shirts, and got married. And we were there, 
and 70-80 year old men and women were there, desperate to get married ‘cause 
they waited for this day. And Scott and I then recorded “A Thousand Years” 
to represent that particular moment. So, for me, it’s not about any individual 
particular song, that I can sing. I just enjoy singing. I love to tell a story through 
song. If I had to pick one, I guess I would say my anthem is “I am what I am.” 
And I always close every show that I do with that as my encore - and my fans 
and my theater crowd, and even my convention crowd now know that that is 
my anthem and that’s what I believe, and that’s what I want other people to feel 
free to say is “I am what I am, and I don’t give a damn.”
DW: And, you also have an MBE from the Queen?! God, we hate you. “For 
your contributions to entertainment and charity…blah, blah, blah.” What 
does this mean to you and why is it important to give back?
JB: Apart from the Captain Jack moment that I told you - that was THE 
proudest moments of my life! Was to be able to go to Buckingham Palace, and 
having been nominated by Ten Downing Street; and so, I was nominated by 
the British government and to be honored by the Queen 
and the Royal Family and the country. It was the most 
overwhelming thing. For a young boy who grew up in 
Glasgow, Scotland coming from a family who worked - 
you know my grandfather was a bus conductor and my 
other grandfather worked in coal mines and, you know, 
they were grafters. They were workers. My family, are still 
grafters and workers, and I was so chucked [glad] that my 
mom and dad were still alive, and also my husband Scott 
was there, I was able to take all of them, to the Palace. 
And I do the gag...my mother and I were walked up. We 
were walking up the steps to Buckingham Palace, and 
my mother said, this time I was in my forties, my mother 
said (in a Scottish accent) “John, I never thought forty 
odd years ago, I’d be walking up the steps to Buckingham 
Palace with my very own queen.”(laughter)  So, and I let 
her get away with that one. I was like “You can have that 
one, Mom. No problem.” 
And what does it mean for me to give back? It’s super 
important for me to give back. I have done a lot of things in my life that, um. 
Everything from - and again, I not saying them to boast, I’m just saying them 
to give you a different variety of stuff - I’ve headed up charities; I’ve raised 
money to get dogs for the deaf, so that they can be more involved in society 
and communicate better with people, not only with sign language; but a pets 
draw people’s attention more; also, you know, I’ve done a lot for HIV and AIDS 
charities over the course of my career and, from the times - you know, I was a 
part of the generation that grew up when it was at its peak, and a lot of my friends 
were dropping like flies. So, it was important for me to do stuff. Even down to, 
things like at Christmas. I’d be working, and Scott and I on Christmas Eve, 
before we’d go to our family’s party, we would ask a charity to choose a family 
and we would show up at their doorstep and give them a wad of money to do 
what they want to do for their family; pay bills, do whatever to give themselves a 
little bit of a boost. There’s a vast variety of stuff that I’ve done over the years and 
because I’m so grateful for the fans and for where I am and what I have, I have to 
give back. And even to the point, doing stuff, not even just HIV charities, but for 
the Transgender community. Right now even, and I say this because you know 
as I know, that the government and those assholes will go after the weakest part 
of a community. I don’t say weakest because they’re not strong people, but they 

are the most vulnerable at the moment. And that’s exactly what they are doing, 
they are attacking them and we have to do stuff. And I feel very strongly about 
supporting people, if you don’t have a voice, I will be your voice. Because I have 
a platform and a position where I can speak up for you.
DW: Good for you. That’s really great to hear from someone who has such 
a presence in the pop culture world, and is so influential these days. This 
is really a great time to be a geek, but it’s also a great time to be a geek pop 
star. How do you do at Cons? How do you react to the fans when they come 
up to you?
JB: I don’t know. That’s a question I’ve not really thought about. I just treat 
them like people. I don’t stand behind or go behind the table; I stand in front 
of the table. So I literally hug people, so that if someone comes up and they 
are in a chair, I can get down in front of them and talk to them. If someone 
has a service dog with them, I can talk to them and see the dog. I’m right out 
front with people and again, my fans know that. And I like to hear people’s 
stories and I like to understand why they like me, or what have I done. And they 
generally tell me right off the bat. And you know, some of them give me letters 
- I read every single letter I’m given and I read it after the convention is over. I 
couldn’t do it with everybody there, but some people feel like they can’t tell me 
so therefore they hand me the letter. I’ve had people come out to their family in 

front of me because they feel strength with me standing 
there; because their family are fans and they feel if they 
do it then they are not going to get judged and generally 
it’s been alright. I just like meeting people; I’m just very 
much a people person.
DW: That’s really fantastic. And of course, the burning 
question on all the Arrow fans minds is have you 
caught a glimpse of Steve Amell’s butt in the dressing 
room at all on Arrow? 
JB: Oh gosh...I’ve seen Steven naked. (laughter) Naked. 
Laying up. Well, covered up. With something over his 
bits, but lying, getting some scarring done. But it’s just 
ironic that I always was in the trailer when he was getting 
scarring done. I don’t know why it happens.
DW: The odds are ass-tronomical. No pun intended.
JB: Totally. I mean, and Steven knows. Steven is a big flirt 
and a great guy himself too; because I will say something 
to him and he’ll go “really, you like it?” (laughter) Steven 
was actually part of my fiftieth birthday present. He 

agreed years ago when I started on Arrow and he said “if I’m available and I’m 
invited”. I said “Of course you’ll be invited”. He said “Well, I’ll show up with 
your birthday cake in a gold lame speedo” and he did! 
DW: He’s a man of his word. 
JB: Totally.
DW: How do you prefer to spend a day when you are not entertaining the 
masses?
JB: Ooh... just me chilling out. And I know Scott looks at me, chuckling at that, 
because he doesn’t think I ever chill out, but I went to the supermarket. I’m 
gonna just pop in to see my Mom and Dad because they live down the street 
from us. I got them a house so they are close by. We do domestic things. For 
instance, taking Scott to the doctor today, I also checked the cars to see if I had 
to take them for a car wash. So, it’s very domestic kind of stuff. And I might pop 
into the pool or Jacuzzi for a bit. Yeah, it’s really just normal. I mean, it’s not 
anything special. It’s just normal.
DW: Do you have any final words of wisdom for everyone, either from 
yourself or the Face of Boe or Captain Jack? 
JB: I would just say to everybody; “Never apologize for being yourself.”
DW: That’s a great way to end it and I appreciate your time. 

Acursian



Sarah

International singing superstar, Sarah Brightman is 
the world’s biggest selling Soprano. She pioneered the 

classical crossover music movement and is famed for 
possessing a vocal range of over 3 octaves. Sarah is the only 

artist to have simultaneously topped the Billboard dance 
and classical music charts. Her voice has rung out from 
theatres, arenas, cathedrals, world heritage centers and 

Olympic stadiums, bringing to life some of the world’s 
most beautiful music.

     Sarah’s work transcends any specific musical 
genre, synthesizing many influences and 

inspirations into a unique sound and vision. 
Today, she remains among the world’s most 
prominent performers, with global sales of 
30 million units having received more than 

180 gold and platinum awards in over 40 
countries.
     Brightman returned to the recording studio 

in 2016, to begin working on her brand new 
album HYMN with long time producer 

and collaborator Frank Peterson, which 
will be released on November 9, 2018. 

In support of the release, Sarah will 
engage in the most adventurous 

world tour of her career. The 
Hymn World Tour will begin 

in South America and 
include over 125 shows, on 

5 continents throughout 
2018-2019
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Stephen Libby: After five years outside the studio, why is this the 
right time for Hymn? What message do you hope people take 
away from this album?

Sarah Brightman: I feel that we are living at the moment, in a little 
bit of a dystopian world and I wanted to do an album that conveyed 
light and hope, things that were familiar. If one went to church or 
temple when they were younger, feeling a familiarity with that time 
and those things that make you feel safe, that was one of the reasons 
why I wanted to do this album because that’s what felt right for me 
for the moment. The message I have for people is that they find 
this album comforting, joyous, full of life, full of hope, a little bit 
exciting, those kinds of things. 

SL: You’ve been touring to the tune of a 100 concerts on 5 
continents. What are some of your favorite cities to play? Why?

SB: That’s a difficult question because a lot of the cities are some of 
the much smaller ones I enjoy, but I always enjoy the obvious which 
would be New York, Mexico City, Los Angeles. I love Tokyo and of 
course when I do get into London I enjoy performing there because 
it’s where I come from. But generally, I find wherever I am I enjoy, 
there is always something exciting to see in a city. Different people, 
with different histories and so all of it is great for me and I feel very 
privileged that I can travel and see all of these cities in the world. 

SL: How do you explain your gay following?

SB: Well, as Joan Sutherland, who was my hero, always used to say, 

“well I can’t do without my boys.” So I actually feel very privileged 
that I have a gay following because they are wonderful, and are 
always ahead of the trend and very loyal.

SL: What songs do you enjoy performing the most? Why?

SB: I like performing my hits because they have been joyous to me 
and of course all the fans enjoy them the most, that’s why they’re 
the hits. I like to do Phantom of the Opera, Time to Say Goodbye, 
and Nella Fantasia to name a few. There’s a beautiful song called Fly 
to Paradise on the new album HYMN, which I’ve been performing 
recently and it’s lovely and I have such a huge repertoire it’s all fun 
to do.

SL: You are one of the very few people to top the dance and 
classical charts. That’s crazy! What is the connection between the 
two?

SB: I suppose there isn’t a connection between the classical and the 
dance charts unless you enjoy singing both, and enjoy having your 
music produced in different ways. I’ve always loved dance music 
right from the time that I started having hits with it, in the days 
when it was called “disco” back in the 70’s. And as well as being a 
classical performer and singing opera and classical crossover pieces 
and cinematic pieces, it’s really just my enjoyment to do this, it’s very 
natural for me. I always seem to know what’s going on in the dance 
charts as well as the classical charts, so I suppose it’s because of me 
there is a connection on what I like.
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This interview is solely intended to offer helpful hints for people looking to purchase underwear… whether it be for yourself or 
a gift for a friend. This interview is certainly not intended to arouse or excite you as a reader. This interview is certainly not 

meant to objectify the male form. The purpose of this interview is to introduce you to instagram star, Alec Nysten. Yes, he is tall, 
handsome, built like a brick shithouse and mostly unclothed…if you like that sort of thing…Oh, and he’s from Australia. I have no 
idea how or where to order the underwear. 

 A l e c
Nysten

Addicted  Mode l

Stephen Libby: You are described as an Instagram stud. What does 
that mean to you? Is that how you were discovered? Which came 
first: the insta or the modeling? 
Alec Nysten: Everything started from Instagram. Stud? Me? Ha! It’s 
always nice to hear compliments like that. As I’m sure they do for 
everyone, kind words encourage me and lift me up.
SL: Sometimes people use modeling to help finance college, an 
acting career etc. What are your goals and dreams from here? 
AN: I’m already living the life I want to live. That’s why sometimes I 
even work for free. For me, it’s more about maintaining my lifestyle of 
producing art in all shapes, everyday. I enjoy creating art. I’d honestly 
call myself an artist more than a model. But I am excited for the future 
too. I am currently looking over the first 
samples for my own clothing line, “NYSTEN”. 
SL: I’m looking at this hot photo of a bunch 
of you guys in your skivvies. What is it like 
being part of an underwear shoot, with 
half dozen or so other mostly nude guys? Is 
everyone gay? Is there a big pool party orgy 
after? Are there unicorns involved? Please 
don’t harm the unicorns… 
AN: We all got on great and the Addicted team 
was amazing! I was really excited to be on set. 
I got the job through networking online. I’ve 
become close friends with the man who shot 

the campaign and he’s the one who referred me to the executives at 
Addicted. I wanted to make the best impression possible which wasn’t 
hard because when I’m working, I have tunnel vision. I am not easily 
distracted even when there are a bunch of naked guys around me. 
SL: Are you all work and no play? 
AN: I have an addictive personality and don’t know when to stop. Most 
days it’s all business for me but when I party, I do it just as hard as I 
work. 

Addicted underwear can be found at addicted.es/en
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situational thespian
Brian Wendt’s best blogs

The Voices in My Head are Hers and Hers and Hers and… 
Why are there one hundred and twelve female voices in my music library in between the 
male-fronted band Gin Blossoms and the wonderful Rufus Wainwright? I’m a guy, so why 
am I mostly singing along to songs sung by females? Why hasn’t the male voice (with some 
exceptions) brought me to the valleys or peaks of my superhuman Cancerian range of 
emotions? And why is female-singer fandom a cliché of the gay man? 
I’ve always had the penchant for female singers. Even at 12 years old, I would listen obsessively 
to rock and roll chicks. I’d throw on a bed sheet, take some wire hangers (I know, wire hangers, 
yes, I know) and made my own ghetto tambourine and danced around to Stevie Nicks. 
My twin sister’s music taste was vastly different – as her song choices ranged from the likes of 
NIN, Stabbing Westward, Tool, and the Smashing Pumpkins. We are twins, but we lack any 
musical commonality. Though, I will say I did tag along to see Depeche Mode and was really impressed by them – a very electric performance. 
Not bad, for a male performer. 
As Lilith Fair came around in the late 90’s, it just about left a cum stain on my soul. Alanis Morissette, Jewel and Sarah McLachlan controlled 
my emotional compass. This rise of the female singer/songwriter in popularity opened my ears and wallet to the storytelling prowess of Beth 

Hart and Fiona Apple. Both, by the way, being of exceptional songwriting and artistry - it would be a crime to continue without mentioning 
how awesome they still are. 
I could explore many theories as to why certain tonalities strike a nerve with me. Maybe there is a neurological link between Patty Griffin and 
my feeling of calm and serenity? A synapse of sorts where I find Johnette Napolitano’s (of Concrete Blonde) howl to appease the urge to flip 
the world off ? And how do Tracy Chapman and Dolly Parton both seem to have the answers to all of the world’s problems? I’m too lazy to 
research what actually happens to our brains when we hear certain sounds, but Oliver Sacks has a book called Musicophilia which looks like a 

fascinating read. 
Whatever the why, what matters is that it does. 
Female singers have been a huge staple for our 
dance floors, there for us in our moments of 
solitude and also during the joyous times with our 
partners. 
Cher, Madonna, Barbra Streisand – the gay 
community has embraced and adored these 
women for years, so much so that they have been 
raised to “gay icon” status. Their catalog of songs 
span decades and we’ve followed them as they also 
joined and followed us. 
We celebrate them and they celebrated us.
We accept them and they accepted us. 
We love them and they loved us back. 
– Maybe that’s all we needed

“Cher, Madonna, Barbra Streisand – the gay community has embraced and 
adored these women for years, so much so that they have been raised to 

‘gay icon’ status.” 
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WE MAKE PRIDE A YEAR-ROUND 
CELEBRATION
Like anyone else, people in the LGBT community want 
to live longer, healthier and more fulfilling lives. AARP 
is committed to creating a new vision for aging—one 
complete with diverse stories and innovative ways  
for everyone to pursue their passions—equally, openly 
and proudly.

PRIDE
is ageless

Learn more at 
aarp.org/pride.

Pennsylvania



Every Course. Every Occasion.
BRUNCH. LUNCH. DINNER & EVERYTHING IN-BETWEEN!

Need to plan a party? Our private dining rooms are the perfect place for your next special event or function.  
We are Allentown’s premier dining destination! We are The Hamilton & we can’t wait to see you!

645 WEST HAMILTON STREET, ALLENTOWN PA / HAMILTONKITCHEN.COM / 610.433.3535

Bring Your Next Event to The Hamilton!


