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Jason Leonhard is a senior at Muhlenberg College double-
majoring in music composition and media & communications. In 
his free time, he plays piano, performs stand-up comedy, and naps.
jason.leonhard@gmail.com

Lenora Dannelke is an independent journalist who 
covers food, travel or anything fun. She lives in Old Allentown and 
loves a good Bloody Mary. She is owned by a 12-year-old rescued 
boxer named Scoobie. Look for her most Saturday afternoons at 
the Allentown Farmer’s Market.

When Gary Gaugler, Jr isn’t saving the world at his office 
job, he enjoys writing his book series and playing video games.  His 
passions include cats, shenanigans, and weekend cocktails (though 
perhaps not in that order).  He resides in Allentown with his 
husband, Steve.

Corinne Goodwin serves as the Webmaster and social 
coordinator for Lehigh Valley Transgender Renaissance, a support 
group for transgender individuals that serves the Lehigh Valley 
and surrounding counties. After serving in executive capacities for 
Fortune 50 companies she started her own consulting firm in 2010. 
If you see her out and about be sure to say hello! 

Liz Bradbury is the Director of the Training Institute of 
the Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community Center and has been an 
activist since she ran an LGBT committee in grad school in 1979. 
She’s written over 400 published articles on LGBT issues, and is the 
national award winning author of the lesbian detective novels: The 
Maggie Gale Mysteries. 
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Michael Craft came into the world holding a camera in 
one hand and a cooking spatula in the other. So it only made sense 
that his very first coffee table book is entitled, Sweet Tooth, a photo-
graphic book that features hot men, dessert and recipes! Available 
now at www.SweetToothWorld.com

Dorota Gasienica-Kozak is an attorney at King-
spry law firm and the chair of the Board of Governors for the 
Greater Lehigh Valley Chamber of Commerce and a member of 
the executive committee for the United Way of the Greater Lehigh 
Valley

Rob Dougherty is a resident of Allentown, PA and has 
been an active member of the community for more than 30-years. 
Rob, along with his partner of 14-years, Harvey Finkel, are owners/
operators of the Clinton Book Shop, located in Clinton, NJ
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Welcome to the Summer 2018 issue! 
This issue is packed with exclusive interviews with Olympian Adam 

Rippon, Iconic Author Alan Hollinghurst, CNN Commentator and author 
Sally Kohn, iconic artist Joe Phillips, gay fave Lea Michele, lesbian fave 
Carolyn Gage, RDR Yuhua, youth sex educator KC Miller, hot authors 
Alek Martin and Allister Dean. Plus profiles and features on Community 
Resources including Beth Goudy from The Metropolitan Community Church, 
Bryon Yoder’s trip to Australia, Lenora Dannelke collects and shares Tiki 
recipes, Corinne Goodwin’s insightful manicure epiphany, re-claiming your 
youth with Chris Balbi and Meesha Aesthetics, and Beauty Bar’s Thalia talks 
reality TV while Ricardo reminds you why you should vote and lots of other 
interesting info wrapped up in this fantastic package by our designer, Jason 
Leonhard. Please check out and frequent all of our wonderful advertisers.

Let’s talk with our summer coverboy Zac Norton for a second. 

SL: What is the story behind this photo? Where are you? Who took it? What 
did you think when you saw it? 
ZN: The day this photo was taken, I had just spent the night with a few friends on 
the boat, having drinks, watching movies, and catching up while I was visiting 
family in DC. My good friend and his partner helped me catch the perfect shots 
while we sailed the following morning out to Annapolis, MD. When I saw this 
photo, I immediately connected to it simply because it captured me in a moment 
of peace, something I’m always striving for. 
SL: Where do you live? What do you do? What do you dream about? 
ZN: I’m a musical theatre performer based out of NYC with family ties to 
Washington, DC and Maryland. I’ve spent ten years traveling the world 
performing and living out my passion and dreams, however at this point, my 
goal is to make my Broadway Debut. 
SL: Describe your perfect man using celebrity body parts and personalities. 
ZN: There is no such thing as a perfect man so it’s impossible to describe one. 
I will say that when it comes to what I am looking for in a man, I hope to find 
someone that makes me feel something I’ve never felt before. A feeling so special 
that I immediately know I can’t live without it. 
SL: What are you most looking forward to this summer? 
ZN: This summer, I’m looking forward to not being on the road. I turned down 
gigs so I could stay in the city and enjoy going to Fire Island for the first time, 
maybe take some trips to the Keys and California, and spend some time with 
family. 

To Zac, our contributors, advertisers and readers, I wish you all the very best 
the summer has to offer. 

Steve Libby
Editor-in Chief
lvgayjournal@gmail.com
www.thegayjournal.net
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Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community Center
Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community Center, located in downtown 
Allentown and serving the LGBT community across the Lehigh Valley, 
provides exciting arts & culture programs, daily youth programs, and 
leading-edge health programs and supportive services. Programs include 
exhibits in The Fine Art Galleries, author events and community book 
discussions in The LGBT Library. The Reel Queer Film Series, daily 
youth programs at Project SILK Lehigh Valley for LGBT youth ages 
14-21, health promotion programs to reduce tobacco, cancer, HIV, and 
diabetes disparities in the LGBT community, and supportive services, 
including support groups for transgender people and their families, LGBT 
survivors of sexual assault, LGBT bereavement, and LGBT addiction peer 
support, HIV/STI testing, free LGBT legal clinic and medical marijuana 
enrollment assistance. Check out our upcoming programs and events, 
including Pride in the Park, at www.bradburysullivancenter.org or contact 
adrian@bradburysullivancenter.org with questions.

Lehigh Valley Transgender Renaissance
Lehigh Valley Transgender Renaissance is a non-political support group 
with a mission of improving the lives of transgender people, their families 
and their allies through offering peer support; educational programs 
and resources; safe social activities; and community outreach. We 
meet at 7pm on the 2nd Saturday of the month at the MCCLV Church. 
1401 Greenview Dr., Bethlehem. For more information visit www.
RenaissanceLV.org

FACT (Fighting AIDS Continuously Together) 
Mission Statement: To help alleviate unnecessary suffering. To halt the 
spread of HIV/AIDS. To assure the quality of life. To raise and distribute 
funds and to educate. Contact information: FACT, P.O, Box 1028, 
Allentown PA 18105-1028, Telephone: 610-820-5519, Fax: 610-820-8363, 
email: info@factlv.org, www.factlv.org

Bach at Noon
The fourth summer of Bach’s music in Allentown begins on June 12, with 
the first of three BACH AT NOON performances by The Bach Choir of 
Bethlehem at St. John’s Lutheran Church in downtown Allentown. In 
collaboration with the Arts at St. John’s series, the Bach at Noon program 
is presented on the second Tuesday of the month in June, July and 
August, always free and open to the public. Doors open at 11:30 am and 
concerts begin at 12:10 pm. Each performance will feature soloists, along 
with members of The Bach Choir and Bach Festival Orchestra, with an 
informative and lively introduction to each piece from conductor and 
artistic director, Greg Funfgeld. Good will offerings gratefully received! 
Come and enjoy this gift of spiritual and musical refreshment from the 
Bach Choir of Bethlehem! Learn more at bach.org or call 610-866-4382. 

NovusACS
Private medical practice offering community outreach programs. Free 
STD/HIV testing and education. HIV Prevention Program Walk in hours: 
Mon thru Sat 9am until 2pm www.NovusACS.com Bethlehem,

 PA location: 610-867-5365 Stroudsburg PA Location: (Grand opening 
scheduled for July 2, 2018) 570-599-8699

The State Theatre
A non-profit, member supported center for the arts in historic Easton, PA, 
the State Theatre Center the Arts includes a 1,500 seat performance hall, 
the Acopian Ballroom and the Easton Hospital Gallery. The State Theatre 
is also the only theatre in the country to produce a live television show, 
The FREDDY© Awards, honoring outstanding achievement in local high 
school theater, for which it has received two EMMY® Awards and is also 
the subject of a feature length documentary film, Most Valuable Players. 
The building at 453 Northampton Street is listed on the National Register 
for Historic Places.

Metropolitan Community Church
Since 1984, Metropolitan Community Church of the Lehigh Valley 
has served the LGBTA community. MCCLV’s purpose statement is to 
“worship and serve God through acts of justice and compassion.” The 
church is part of a denomination called Metropolitan Community 
Churches, which has long celebrated LGBTA people. MCCLV offers 
outreach to the Lehigh Valley through its dynamic music ministry and 
the church provides regular service opportunities with the homeless and 
marginalized. There are social justice advocacy events as well as fellowship 
activities to meet others. Multiple spiritual growth classes are offered 
every week. Inspirational worship is offered every Sunday at 11:30am 
(from Memorial Day through Labor Day MCCLV worships at 10:30am). 

The LGBT Business Council
The LGBT Business Council is excited to launch its Scholarship Fund 
awarding LGBTQ Student of the Year to a LGBTQ student based on 
community involvement and academic excellence and an Ally of the 
Year Awarded to a LGBTQ Ally who is a positive force in the LGBTQ 
community through participation in the community activities. You are 
eligible to apply for the scholarship if you are currently a senior in a high 
school within the Greater Lehigh Valley area with plans on attending 
an accredited higher education institution or already enrolled in an 
accredited higher education institution.

HAVEN (Hope, Acceptance, Validation, Equality, Nurturing) 
HAVEN is a support and social group for young adults who are lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, pansexual, transgender, queer, questioning, intersex, 
asexual, non-binary, agender, and/or gender non-conforming youth 
as well as their allies, ages 14-20. HAVEN’s mission is to provide a 
safe, supportive environment, provide positive role models and peer 
support. Weekly meetings are held every Wednesday from 7-9 P.M. at 
the Unitarian Universalist Church of the Lehigh Valley (424 Center 
Street, Bethlehem PA 18018) and are supervised by a minimum of two 
professionally-trained adult volunteer facilitators. For more information, 
please check our Facebook page (www.facebook.com/HAVENyouth), 
our website (www.uuclvpa.org/HAVEN.php), or contact us via email at 
havenyouthgroup@hotmail.com. 

SQuAd (Students for Queer Advocacy, Muhlenberg College) 
Students for Queer Advocacy (SQuAd) works to support LGBTQ+ 
students on Muhlenberg’s campus. We strive to reach out to the campus 
and wider community to educate and promote LGBTQ+ issues create a 
safe space where queer individuals and their allies can learn about, come 
to terms with, and advocate for multiple expressions of sexuality, gender 
identity and gender expression.

Community Resources
The Lehigh Valley is rich in history and culture. It’s proximity to 
Philadelphia and New York City has long been attractive to LGBT 
people choosing to live here and commute there. Or work here and 
party there. Whatever your reason for living in the Lehigh Valley, 
if you find you would like to get involved, we have many non-profit 
groups that would love to have your energy and talent. Read on:
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With a broad range of services and a team of professionals who are 
committed to keeping adults and seniors safe at home, BAYADA provides:

 Nursing, therapy and hospice 
services 

 Thoroughly screened health care 
professionals 

 Clinical support 24 hours, 7 days 

 A variety of payment options

Call 800-305-3000.

With BAYADA Home Health Care…

“Ginne is my safety angel.  
      I salute her.”
                               – Henry S., Client

Client Henry S., a decorated WWII veteran, with his BAYADA Home  
Health Aide Ginne Humphries, a member of the Air National Guard

BAYADA specialty practices include Home Health Care, 
Pediatrics, Hospice, and Habilitation. Compassion. Excellence. Reliability.

bayada.com





KC Miller is an 
intelligent, well-

spoken, passionate teen 
activist who wants to 
educate the masses about 
sex. We should probably 
just get out of his way and 
let him do his thing.

Stephen Libby: A little 
background: Where do 
you live? Where did you 
go to school? 
KC Miller: I live in West 

Chester, Pennsylvania and go to a Quaker boarding school 
called Westtown School. Westtown has been instrumental to my 
journey as a community activist and the creation of Keystone 
CASE. At Westtown we are taught 
to stand up for what we believe and 
work to create a more inclusive and 
compassionate society. I’ve gone to 
Westtown for my entire high school 
career and am graduating in two 
months. In the fall, I’m headed to 
University of Pennsylvania for Nursing 
and Healthcare Management.
SL: Why is sex education an 
important topic for you? What are 
you doing to promote education and 
understanding? 
KC: In my eyes, comprehensive sex 
education is a human right. People 
deserve access to medically accurate, 
unbiased information about how 
to keep their bodies safe, happy, 
and healthy. In the United States, we are failing to provide 
this basic human right. Instead of empowering students with 
knowledge, we feed them fear and encourage them to bury 
away sexuality. Instead of using fear tactics, it is time we give 
students tools for success. Sex education is important because 
it saves lives. When we empower students with comprehensive 

sex education it helps prevent STIs and there is even a growing 
attention at how it may help prevent sexual harassment and 
assault through early education. I’m currently working behind 
the scene with various PA legislators to start crafting bills that 
would mandate comprehensive and inclusive sex education 
and kill failed abstinence programs. However, legislation takes 
time, so in the meantime we’re working on creating a network of 
peer educators through a program called SHAE (Sexual Health 
Awareness Educators). It is a club-style forum for students to 
step up as educators and teach their fellow peers about sexual 
health and I am piloting the program at my high school to great 
success. We’re currently developing a free yearlong curriculum 
for student organizations to circumvent lackluster programs 
and bring comprehensive and inclusive education directly to the 
student body.
SL: What has the reaction from your family and friends been to 

your role as an educator and activist? 
KC: My family has been incredibly 
supportive and I am eternally grateful. I 
would not be where I am today without 
the help and support I’ve been given 
from those closest to me. My friends 
have been invaluable. When I gave my 
Ted Talk at State College, a whole group 
of my friends drove up to see the speech 
live. I love them so much.
SL: The United States seems to be 
secretly obsessed and publically 
conservative regarding sex. 
Comment? 
KC: Turn on the radio, watch a movie, 
listen to music and I guarantee you 
will find that sex permeates every part 
of our society. America is obsessed 

with sex but refuses to believe it. It is glorified and glamorized 
in pop culture yet in the classroom students are not learning 
how to navigate this. Instead they are taught to stay far away 
from sex. So we have a situation where sex is at every corner 
but we’re teaching students to run away as fast as they can. It 
makes absolutely no sense. Instead, we should be teaching 
students that sex is a completely normal and natural part of 

Activist KC Miller: Let’s Talk About Sex
Interview by Stephen Libby

It is time we
take a serious look

at the way
our country views 

sexuality
and begin to move 
towards a culture 
of empowerment 

and justice

“

”
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the human experience. More generally, the 
United States has a seriously distorted view 
on sexuality and Keystone Coalition for 
Advancing Sex Education is working to shift 
this culture. Why is a clothing billboard 
with naked dripping wet models deemed 
acceptable and trendy by our society for 
advertising, but a women breastfeeding in 
public is unacceptable. We over-sexualize 
women, pass wide judgment on a variety of 
sexual expressions, but teach “boys will be 
boys” to excuse certain behaviors. It is time 
we take a serious look at the way our country 
views sexuality and begin to move towards a 
culture of empowerment and justice. 
SL: How can people get involved to help 
continue the conversation?
KC: Anyone can join in the conversation by visiting our website, 
www.Keystonecase.org and finding us on social media, which is 
our biggest digital tool. Additionally, we are currently recruiting 
Board of Directors for our inaugural board. If you’re a student, 

activist, health professional, parent, educator and dedicated to 
making sex education comprehensive and inclusive reach out 
to me at kc@keystonecase.org if you’re interested in joining the 
team. In order to create the change young people deserve, we 
need as much help as possible.

KC delivering a TED talk at State College, Pennsylvania

PSA 
Do you feel attacked? Like someone has it out for you? You’re 

not alone. We know that we’ve been targeted because we’re 
different. What makes it worse: our elected officials and people in 
power are making decisions that systemically leave us at a disad-
vantage. But how can our rights get stripped from underneath us? 
Let us count the ways.
 Previous administrations made a space for LGBT content on 
the White House website to show solidarity and progress. A day 
after the presidential inauguration in 2017, it was removed. The 
administration also decided to no longer extend Title VII of the 
1964 Civil Rights Act, which banned discrimination based on 
sex, to cover transgender people. One dangerous development is 
coming from the president’s Twitter account, where he has spout-
ed anti-trans rhetoric and tried to have members of our commu-
nity banned from the military. Most recently, the administration, 
through the department of Health and Human Services, is trying 
to give healthcare workers the right, based on religion, to refuse 
treatment for LGBT people. If he is successful, people will die. 
Enough is enough! Transphobia and homophobia have no place 
in Pennsylvania and we will resist! There are so many ways to win 
and history has shown that we can come out on top!
 We know we can win because we won Marriage Equality in 
2015, non-discrimination ordinances in countless cities, and 
have openly LGBT elected officials. At Make the Road PA, we 
know that victories like these don’t just appear out of thin air.  

Our people won by organizing and getting our communities mo-
bilized and engaged in the movement. It is a struggle, but with 
persistent pressure, agitation, and organizing, we can achieve full 
equality. People are engaged now more than ever and we cannot 
afford to be complacent any longer. We have important choices to 
make these next few months and if enough people take action, we 
can make a true impact.
 The Presidential election may have been a setback for the 
LGBT movement, but national elections aren’t the only time we 
should pay attention. Midterm elections give us the chance to 
choose local candidates for positions that impact the communi-
ty much more than federal positions. The deadline to register to 
vote for this year’s general elections is October 9th, 2018. What 
that means to the LGBT Community is that people will assume 
important positions and they may or may not be our allies and, 
whether we like it or not, they will make decisions for us. If we 
want full equality, we need to elect representatives that commit 
to introduce bills and vote for legislation that supports our com-
munity. And if they don’t hold up their end, we must hold them 
accountable. We also need to look at these issues beyond party 
lines and have a clear plan on how we can achieve full equality in 
Pennsylvania and beyond. PA lags behind in many aspects, but 
we have a great opportunity to change the political landscape and 
build on the momentum to change things for good. Happy voting 
and see you on November 6th at the ballot box! 

By Ricardo Almodovar
LGBT Organizer, Make the Road PA

Registering to Vote
and the LGBT Community
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Liz Bradbury: Carolyn, tell us about some of your work.
Carolyn Gage: I write about strong themes in women’s lives: love, 

addiction, rape, incest, survival…and (…laughs) I am stunningly di-
verse when it comes to genre. My canon includes dramas, large cast 
musicals, comedies, one woman shows… I’ll tell you about four plays.
The Anastasia Trials in the Court of Women has a cast of nine and is 
done on a set of folding chairs. The radical feminist “Emma Goldman 
Theater Brigade” is putting on a play about the trial of the woman who 
turned up ten years after the murder of the Romanov family, identi-
fying herself as Anastasia Romanov. Five women who had known her 
identified her as Anastasia, and then for political reasons betrayed her 
by recanting their identification. The rag-tag acting troupe mirrors 
the historical characters, making it a play within a play. The women 
in the audience become the trial judge and jury, and the play’s direc-
tion can potentially change 12 times, depending on how the audience 
votes. It’s a very complex, triple-decker, chess-game-type of script, but 
very discussion provoking and accessible. (LB: Produced more than 
25 times including a performance at Cedar Crest College, it was a 
National finalist for the Jane Chambers Award, and was excerpted in 
The Best Women’s Stage Monologues of 2003.)
CG: Then there’s Sappho in Love… It’s like a 
“midsummer night’s dream” for Lesbians… a 
sexy comedy with everybody running around 
in togas! There are mix-ups and lascivious Les-
bian jokes. Audiences laugh through the entire 
thing. It’s just fun. It can be staged outdoors with 
a very large cast. It was actually done on (the 
real island of ) Lesbos. (LB:  Won Best Stageplay 
at the Moondance International Women’s Film 
Festival.)
CG: Ugly Ducklings is about a girls’ summer 
camp with a cast of 12 children and one adult. 
It has “French scenes” - where people walk on 
and off without a curtain coming down. It’s set 
on a lakeside dock and deals with internalized 
homophobia, leading to attempted child sui-
cide. It shows how bullying plays out at all ages, 
and how girls moving into adolescence begin 
to become dissociated. (LB: Nominated by the 
American Theater Critics Association for the 
prestigious Best New Play award.) 
CG: The Spindle has never been produced, but 
it had a reading at the Kennedy Center. It’s Dis-
ney-esque and done as children’s theater, but 
it’s a metaphor for incest. One in three girls are 
sexually abused, so it’s about reality. It’s a radical 
take on Sleeping Beauty, but I feel it’s what the 
original fairy tale was reflecting. 
LB: What’s your take on the current #metoo 
movement regarding Hollywood and the The-
ater world?

CG: It seems like every day we hear about another very powerful 
man in Hollywood who has assaulted, abused, or raped women in 
the (movie and theater) industry. These men are the gatekeepers of 
the culture; their predatory criminal behavior not only affects #me-
too women…but also “#meneither” women. Older women, women 
of size, those not stereotypically pretty, women of color, etc. are not 
only not hired, or auditioned, or promoted, but are not depicted in 
the projects these Hollywood and Broadway moguls promote, which 
further perpetuates the culture of abuse. Work produced by a rapist 
promotes the culture of rape.
LB: Let’s talk about your Butch Visibility Project.
CG: That’s what I name my entire catalog of plays about butch women. 
People sometimes try to replace it with the term “non-binary,” but my 
experience with non-binary folks is that they don’t identify as women, 
and I’m writing about people who DO identity as women. I don’t feel 
like butch Lesbian is “old fashioned” language; it’s accurate language. 
It means identifying as female, as butch, and as desiring other women 
— that’s a tribe. And all three of those bring on their own oppressions, 
but also it’s an enormously strong archetype. Why is the butch char-

acter missing from anything we see today? 
I think it’s because butch characters pull 
the covers off patriarchy without saying a 
word. About 16 of my plays are about ac-
tual historical characters, including every-
one from Edna St. Vincent Millay, Rachel 
Carson, Charlotte Cushman and Calamity 
Jane. In my plays, butch is front and center.
LB: How can actors find your work if 
they’re seeking a monologue to perform?
CG: Four of the plays are at Samuel French 
and also I’ve published a book of scenes 
and monologues that’s available on Ama-
zon. 
LB: What are you working on now?
CG: I’m writing a play about Mainie Jel-
lett, an Irish Lesbian abstract painter who, 
in the 1930s, brought the beginning of 
Abstract Expressionism to Ireland. Her 
teacher may actually have been Jack the 
Ripper. The play explores how that may 
have affected her, and how her painting 
style empowered her and the woman who 
was her partner.
LB: Is your work archived?
CG: I’m very excited that the Sophia Smith 
Collection at Smith College has archived 
22 banker boxes of my work, so that be-
yond my lifetime it will always be acces-
sible.
Read about all of Carolyn Gage’s plays at 
her website: www.carolyngage.com.

You Should Know: Carolyn Gage
Award winning author Carolyn Gage is a playwright, performer, director, and activist. She’s published nine books on Lesbian 

theatre, and over seventy-five plays that focus on non-traditional women, especially butch Lesbians. It was exciting to talk 
with Carolyn, about her work. Here’s part of the interview:

by Liz Bradbury

Photo credit: Emily Weir
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I got my nails done the other day. I was getting ready for some 
important events and I wanted to look my best. 

As often happens when you go to a salon, you end up getting in 
a chat. At first, we talked about the usual topics—what style I 
wanted, the weather, traffic . . . But after a few minutes of this type 
of innocuous chit-chat she asked me a more about the events I was 
attending. 
 One was a panel discussion around supporting trans people in 
the workplace, another was an educational event and the third was a 
workshop I was conducting at a large conference called “Building a 
Better Support Group for Trans People.” Her response was “a support 
group . . . you seem to have it pretty together, why do you feel the 
need to go to support group meetings?”
 I do like to think that I have it pretty together—at least as much as 
the next person—but the truth is that was not always the case. I may 
have done a good job of acting like I had it together, but for much of 
my life from preadolescence through middle age that is exactly what 
I was doing. I was acting. Acting the part of the “dude.”
 For many trans people—trans women in particular—we try to 
compensate for feeling out of the norm by playing the role of the 
gender we were assigned at birth. Many people feel that this is a 
reason why the incidence of trans people in the military is higher 
than it is in the general population. It is also why many trans 
women go in for sports. In my case, I became a hyper-aggressive 
businessperson. I acted the part of everything that I was not.
 So how does this all relate to being a leader of a support group? 
Well the truth is really very simple. The monthly Renaissance 
support meeting was the first place I could go where there were 

others who shared this common experience. It was where there were 
people who could fully relate to the struggle of having to “put on 
the dude-suit” each day knowing that is was a fake. It was also the 
place where I found people who had successfully navigated the path 
away from that reality. People who could share their knowledge, 
experience, and wisdom. Now, I would like to do the same—to pay it 
forward.
 But our support group is about more than a “meeting.” 
Renaissance support meetings serve anywhere from 20 to 40 people 
on any given evening, but our website serves hundreds more people 
each month. These are people who may not have the resources or 
desire to attend a meeting but who still need access to information 
that can help them as they navigate coming to terms with being 
transgender. 
 Another key part of our mission at Renaissance is educating the 
broader public. We do this through events, speaking engagements, 
panel talks and even through answering people’s questions via email. 
We feel strongly that by working this part of our mission the trans 
community will continue to gain allies who will stand up to be 
counted when we need them.
 Getting back to my stylist’s question though, beyond “paying it 
forward”, why do I go to a monthly support meeting? The answer 
is simple. For me, it is about the companionship and friendship of 
others. People who share a common bond and who care about each 
other. That makes me happy.
 By the way, the manicurist did a killer job! That made me happy 
too!

by Corinne Goodwin
A Manicure Leads to Deep Thoughts...

To learn more about the trans community
contact Lehigh Valley Renaissance

through their website at www.RenaissanceLV.org
Pictured (left to right): Corinne Goodwin, Christine Penn, Be Linney, Melisa Romanoski, Raquel Hebron, 
Amanda Porter
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Stephen Libby: A little background. Where do you live? 
Occupation? Travel history? This is a significant trip. Cost. 

Time. I assume flying doesn’t bother you. What was the main 
attraction for you? Who went with you?
Bryon Yoder:  I live in Camden, NJ, just across the river from 
center city Philadelphia.  I’m originally from Ohio, went to Lehigh 
University and lived in the Lehigh Valley for ten years before 
moving to the Philadelphia area for post-graduate and work. I’ve 
always loved traveling.  My first experience was a Spanish class 
trip to Mexico my junior year of high school.  While at Lehigh 
and afterward I traveled extensively with the LU choir all over 
the world – Germany, Austria, France, 
Russia, Virgin Islands, and Asia, 
including S. Korea, Taiwan, Thailand, 
& Hong Kong.  I spent a semester 
studying architecture in Copenhagen, 
Denmark while at Lehigh.  I’ve traveled 
more recently to Panama, Pacific 
Northwest, London and Iceland.  I 
love the beach and spend extended 
weekends over the summer in Ptown 
or Rehoboth Beach. I’m an architect, 
which doesn’t really allow me to 
travel for weeks at a time, but a trip to 
Australia is something friends and I 
had discussed for awhile. Originally there were a group of around 
8-10 that expressed interest, but in the end four total went.  Such a 
trip does require quite a bit of advance planning, both logistically 
and financially.  Our group met about a year ago to first settle on 
dates.  We decided to end our trip with Sydney Mardi Gras, so that 
meant it would be February-March.  We then discussed itinerary 
and originally New Zealand wasn’t included, but after some 
research and feedback from people who went we decided since 
we are traveling across the planet and may never get there again, 
we’d include it (SO glad we did, which I’ll elaborate on later.)  We 

also agreed the Great Barrier Reef was a must.  Originally we were 
going to include Melbourne, but one of our friends suggested 
an outback stop- we were traveling down under after all- so we 
substituted Alice Spring and Uluru/Ayers Rock for Melbourne.  
In the end our itinerary was as follows:  Philly > Auckland, NZ > 
Queenstown, NZ > Cairns, AUS > Alice Springs, AUS > Sydney, 
AUS.  The cost?  I think the charges are still coming in, but 
altogether it was approx. $5,000 pp for flights, accommodations 
and excursions.  Maybe a little more with food and drinks 
included.  Could we have done it for less?  Probably, but again 
our attitude was, it’s a once in a lifetime experience, we have the 

means to do so, let’s do everything 
we want to do.
SL: How long is the flight? What 
did you guys do on the plane to 
kill time?
BY: Two of us flew American 
Airlines, with direct flight from 
Philly to LA being six hours.  We 
had a two hour layover in LA, then 
LA to Auckland, NZ was a 14 ½ 
hour flight.  I don’t sleep well on 
airplanes, so I had downloaded 
books and movies on my tablet.  
International flights provide in-seat 

movies, tv and other entertainment.  They also feed you a lot and 
all manner of beverages are included.  But I still ended up with a 
sore bum by the time I landed in NZ!  The return flight was pretty 
much the same, though I should mention two of my friends flew 
another airline, which cancelled their original flight back to the 
states, so they ended up with two layovers, total travel time being 
35 hours!  They’re still recovering.
SL: What were the most amazing things you did? Sights you 
saw? Must see and do things for our readers who are thinking 
about going?

Between 1788 and 1868,  about 162,000 convicts  were transported by the Brit ish government to various penal 
colonies in Austral ia .  G’day! ,  Shrimp on the Barbie,  koalas,  kangas,  vegemite sandwiches,  the Outback,  “a dingo ate 

your baby,” bush people,  Foster’s ,  Olivia Newton-John and the Hemsworth Brothers.  Let’s  see how many of  these 
Br yon Yoder and his  fr iends conquered on their  recent tr ip to land down under.

A u s tr a l i a
V i s i t i n g t h e l a n d d o w n u n d e r

Pictured (left to right): Craig Nuel, Ed Stash,
Brian Yoder, Patrick Hamilton
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BY:  For me two things really stand out: #1  Milford Sound, NZ.  
The most beautiful place on earth I’ve ever been.  We rented a car 
from Queenstown and drove a very scenic route through mountains 
and along lakes to Te Anau, a small vacation town in the Fjordlands 
National Park.  We awoke the morning of our journey to Milford 
Sound to a full rainbow over the lake.  This is where much of the 
scenery in the Lord of the Rings films and other movies exists.  We 
lucked out in that it rains two out of three days in this region and we 
had a sunny clear day.  The boat tour out the fjord was incredible, 
complete with waterfalls off the mountains, seals playing along 
the edges and sunning themselves, and a very knowledgeable (and 
cute) tour guide.  My photos don’t capture the majesty of this place.  
My #2 amazing experience was the Great Barrier Reef.  This also 
can’t be captured in photos.  I’m not a swimmer either so I had 
some trepidation leading up to it, but the team on our small boat 
excursion were extremely knowledgeable and good at making us 
feel comfortable.  Two friends even scuba dived.  The vibrancy of 
color and diversity of coral is breathtaking.  I recommend doing 
a full day tour so you can venture out to the outer reef, where the 
coral is deeper and older.  Lastly, Mardi Gras in Sydney is quite the 
party.  Hands down the best parade I’ve ever seen.  They really make 
it a performance and half a million people come out to watch!  The 
costumes, the lights, the choreography, the energy level is fantastic.
SL: What was the most surprising thing(s) you encountered? 
BY:  The outback isn’t really a desert.  At least not the part we saw.  
It is semi-arid, so there are trees, shrubs and wildlife.  And flies!  I 
recommend a head net if you go because they are relentless.  But 
it’s pretty awesome to venture out there through lands that are 
uninhabited for hundreds of miles.
SL: How is the Australian culture/attitude vs American and maybe 
other places you’ve traveled? 
BY:  There are many similarities I’d say. I’d compare Australian culture 
most closely to Texas… somewhat live and let live, rough around the 
edges, but enjoying a good life.  Everyone was quite friendly for the 
most part, especially in New Zealand.   I did experience the tension 
between aboriginals and white Australians in Alice Springs.  Still 
very present.  Compared to other places I’ve traveled it’s less foreign 
I’d say, given it’s an English-speaking country not unlike England, 
though more relaxed
SL: Where are you going next?
BY:  Italy!  The same group of friends on this trip bid on a trip to 
Tuscany at a fundraiser last year (we all sing in the Philadelphia Gay 
Men’s Chorus), and we’re scheduled to go the first week of September 
this year.  We haven’t booked our flights yet, but I imagine this trip 
will be more about relaxing, consuming wine and good food, with 
perhaps a couple day trips to Florence and Sienna.  Next year there 
are already rumors of possible trips to Bali or Yellowstone National 
Park, but for now, I’m still recovering from two and a half weeks 
down under!
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Chris Balbi’s energy and enthusiasm is 
contagious. Recently he took a few minutes 

to share some secrets to finding your fountain of 
youth. 

Stephen Libby: Give us a brief history of Meesha 
Aesthetics? And your role with MA?

Chris Balbi: Girl, does Meesha Aesthetics have 
herstory! It was started by my mom and her 
business partner after a glass of wine. They saw 
a need for an aesthetics company that was more 
focused on making people feel amazing than it 
was on a standard “treat and repeat” model. While 
Meesha grew, I did as well, proving myself in the 
real world. Four years ago I joined the team as 
their Marketing Manager and together we (our 
staff is now up to 7!) have grown to be in the top 
5% of MedSpas in the country, and recently we 
just placed in the top 25 injectors nationwide, so 
that’s exciting! 

SL: Wow and congratulations! Where can 
people find MA services? 

CB: I meticulously maintain our website 
(BotoxByMeesha.com) and our Facebook (search 
for Meesha Aesthetics) to include a list of all of 
our services. We are super active on social media 
and give away something big every Tuesday! 

SL: Debunk some myths for us re Botox and 

other services MA provides.

CB: One of the big myths I run into is that all 
Botox is the same. If you find Botox for less than 
$10/unit, you want to make sure the Botox isn’t 
expired and you want to make sure it’s actually 
Botox, there’s been an increase in “counterfeit” 
Botox coming from outside the country which is 
not FDA regulated! Don’t buy Botox off Groupon! 
Next, check the credentials of your injector: 
After all, this is your face we’re talking about. You 
want someone that knows the A&P (anatomy 
and physiology) of the face, which helps prevent 
bruising and discomfort. Remember, cheap Botox 
is never good and good Botox is never cheap! 

SL: Are you a customer as well as a 
representative? 

CB: Oh, hell yeah! I might be 28, but the earlier 
you start Botox, the less you’ll need over time. I 
try to stay on top of my Dermaplaning routine 
(removing dead skin cells) and the occasional 
chemical peel, but believe it or not my staff and I 
are usually the last to be treated. That being said, 
I’m also something of a human pin cushion for 
the girls in my office when we get a new product 
or treatment. It also helps when I’m on the phones 
with future clients talking about what a treatment 
feels like. 

SL: It’s pretty obvious when someone has had 
“bad work.” Give us a couple of examples of 
well-known people who have had good work. 
How can people be sure they are getting quality 
services? 

CB: To be honest, when someone has had “good 
work” it shouldn’t be noticeable, so it’s tough to 
answer your question. Typically, when I watch 
TV I’ll call out bad lip filler and shitty cheek filler. 
If I had to place money on celebrities who’ve 
had Botox—bish, all of them! As for cosmetic 
filler . . . Dua Lipa had her lips done. So did Ellie 
Goulding, Little Mix, Snooki, Lindsey Lohan and 
don’t get me started on the number of drag queens 
we’ve treated. 

SL: Enough about work. Tell us what you like to 
do in your down time.

CB: I’m a crafty homo that enjoys working with 
my hands. I’ve been known to create lights out of 
empty Botox bottles, and bow ties out of unused 
syringes! My boyfriend and I built a hidden 
dinner table in our condo that went on to be 
Reddit famous, which was fun. I also train other 
companies and the occasional drag queen on how 
to use digital marketing/social media to increase 
their following and build a brand, which I fucking 
love because it gives me a chance to work with 
people and that’s truly a highlight of my day. 

Aging Gracefully… with a Little Help
Meesha Aesthetics’ Chris BalbiInterview by Stephen Libby

Top row: Jan Costa, Lisa Silvaggio, Michelle Balbi; Bottom row: Liz Kelly, Chris Balbi, Kristen Shimp, Tanya Atiyeh
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About:
Providing legal services to the LGBT community for over 25 years. 
Board Member and Officer of Pride GLV, Member of LGBT Business 
Council and Founding Contributor of Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT 
Community Center. As a gay man, Mark has first-hand knowledge 
of the challenges that face the LGBT community. He lives in the 
Lehigh Valley with his husband and son.

Services Provided:

Mark B. Stanziola, Esq.
Attorney at Law

GARDNER LAW OFFICE 
740 Main Street | Bethlehem, PA 18018

mstanziola@gardnerlawyers.com

610.866.9529

King, Spry, Herman, Freund & Faul LLC
One West Broad Street Suite 700 
Bethlehem, PA 18018

KingSpry
Attorneys and Counselors at law
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Stephen Libby: Tell us about Brutally Bitter.
Allister Dean: It’s a memoir about not giving in to the past and all the wrongdoing and not let it consume you. In the book, my focus was 
effortless stuck looking back rather than forward causing my point of view to be deeply skewed. So, after five Cosmopolitans at a bar and a 
little help from close friends, a decision was to start living my life. Little did I know how and what was waiting for me. 
SL: Who/what are your influences?
AD: My biggest influences are Lauren Weisberger; The Devil Wears Prada, Jen Lancaster; Bright Lights, Big Ass, and of course, Carrie 
Bradshaw. Though she is fictional, and season one was terrible, she knows what the hell she wants and isn’t afraid to obtain it. 
SL: What drew you to photography and writing? 
AD: Grandma is a photographer, mother is a photographer, so, naturally I picked up a camera and begin clicking away. Unlike the other 

two who love capturing landscapes, flowers, and 
structures I went into portraiture instead. Emotion 
is what I tend grab and snap. After a little while, 
and everybody else picking up a DSLR camera, I 
dipped into writing. I started a local magazine for my 
hometown that was written by gay men for gay men. 
The publication took off and soon everybody knew 
what ARIES was. That’s when I knew writing was 
more of my passion. The publication didn’t last long 
though, two years, and had decided to cease future 
issues. It took three years after that to muster up the 
idea of writing a book. What was I going to write? 
Fiction is not my forte, and I’m not exactly geared for 
writing children’s books. Then it hit me, looking back 
on my life I had some interesting situations happen 
to me. The kind that nobody else could experience. I 
decided to write about my adventures from that day 
on…with a humorous spin. 
SL: How about a brief bio? Where were you raised? 
Home life? School? 
AD: To be honest, pretty simple. My childhood was 
not all that exciting. High school was just that, high 
school. Studied, did my part, and got the hell out. 
The only thing I didn’t do was attend was prom. My 
parents divorced back when I was twenty-four and I 
stayed very close with my mom. I have two younger 
siblings that to this day, I have not spoken to in years. 
Currently, I have two Chihuahuas; Mercury & Mars, 
and wouldn’t know what to do without them. 
SL: What did you dream of then? 
AD: At the time, I didn’t have any dreams. More like, 
let’s get school done and figure it out along the way. 
There have been subtle hints that writing may be the 
direction I was heading.
SL: What do you dream of now?
AD: To keep writing and embarrass the hell out of 
myself! Portland, OR is on the horizon, but who 
knows, nothing is written in the stars yet.

A former magazine publisher tries his hand at 
autobiographical humorous observation. Here, 
Allister discusses some of the circumstances that 
led him to write Brutally Bitter.

Humorous Tales 
from Allister Dean

Interview by Stephen Libby

Photo credit: Alfyn Villalobos Gestoso 19
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Stephen Libby: At what age did you start drawing and 
what artists did you admire while you were growing up? 

What events in your life/in the world influenced your art at 
this time? 
Joe Phillips: I started drawing as soon as I could hold a pencil 
or so the story goes. We lived on a farm and I drew a chicken 
in the dirt that looked like the chickens we had, My mom 
said it didn’t look like a kid drew it and that’s when she got 
me paper and crayons to draw with. As far as artists, I use to 
think Walt Disney drew all the characters from his cartoons 
so he became my de-facto favorite artist. I didn’t learn for 
years of the actual artist behind my favorite 
creations. In ways too many to mention, 
I was like an art sponge; I was inspired 
by many artists. I think J.C. Leyndecker 
and Norman Rockwell were two of my 
first artists whose work I could recognize 
on sight. I loved how they illustrated the 
situations and faces of the people they drew 
and I wanted to draw like them. 
SL: Joe’s Boys are recognized all over the 
world. Where did you get the inspiration 
to create your now iconic Joe’s Boys? How 
did your work get discovered? 
JP: Well, by the time I created the Joe’s Boys 
I had been well established as a comic book 
artist. I had been working for Marvel and 
DC for years and I remember I was drawing 
an issue of Superboy and he had to go to this high school in 

disguise. I drew a kid with an XY magazine T-shirt and one 
of their editors was a fan and asked me if I would make a 
cartoon for their magazine. The rest is history I guess. I started 
doing more and more gay-themed art and left traditional 
comics to start Xodus International. We made T-shirts and 
dress up magnets and post cards. We even published our own 
international magazine for about 3 years, crazy times. 
SL: Are the boys based on people you’ve known? 
JP: As much as anything is, I guess, some more than others, 
but always through my own personal interpretation. These 

boys seldom truly exist but on the page. 
SL: How did your family react to your art? 
JP: Great. I came out at 16, My family has 
always had the live and let live attitude. We 
all had enough skeletons in our own closets 
to go rattling in other folks’ business. When 
my mom found out, she said “Be careful,” 
and that was that. 
SL: Tell me about the animated film you 
directed in 2001, House of Morecock. 
JP: Oh, the misadventures of Jonas 
Morecock, he was a hoot. Years before I 
had created a couple of web cartoons for an 
adult site. We did a gay one and a straight 
one. Morecock and Cum Quest (a porny Star 
Trek kind of thing), and Morecock was like a 
Gay Tales from the Crypt with Jonas hunting 

monsters—and anything over 7 inches is a 
monster to him, LOL. At the time, custom content was all the 

From the very first Joe’s Boy, I have been hooked on 
Joe Phillips’ work. His calendars, books and videos are 
highly anticipated bestsellers. When I spoke with him 
he was working on his new line of tarot cards. 
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range and we were paid like kings. (I miss that cash). Well, the 
company was caught up with all the porn on the web litigation 
and soon after stopped making new stuff so I was working 
with 10%, a company that made gay novelty items, and they 
had seen my cartoon and asked if we could buddle it up and 
make a movie of it. The rest of the story you know. 
A few years after that film, wwe taught ourselves how to make 
a CGI movie and made Stonewall and Riot. We even won a few 
porn awards for our efforts. 
SL: At this stage of your career do you feel pressure to create 
new art or do you just work when you want? 
JP: Any artist worth his salt is always trying to create his art, 
always looking for a new Muse. The day that stops is the day 
they take the pencil from my cold dead hands. 
SL: Are you in a relationship? If so, what does he think about 
the perfect physical specimens you create? 
JP: God no, I’m not in any relationship and at this phase of my 
life it’s not very likely. I think the moon has a better chance of 
coming down and kissing me on the forehead than me finding 
“Mr. Right.” I draw fairy tales, I don’t believe in them. . . . Bitter 
party of one, your table’s ready! 
SL: What are you working on now? 

JP: Too many things to mention, but with that being said—I’m 
creating my own tarot deck of 78 cards as well as the book 
to go with it. I’m working on a new film for kids, and more 
traditional comic book work is in the works too. 

Song: “Personal Jesus” by 
Depeche Mode, and “Sum-
mertime” by Cole Porter.
Queen: Olenna Tyrell, the 
Queen of Thorns from Game 
of Thrones. She could dish 
with the best of them.
T.V. Show: At the moment 
Star Trek Discovery. My geek 
card trumps my gay card 
every time.
Vacation Destination: Va-
cation? What’s that? WHAT 
PART OF FREELANCE 
ARTIST DO YOU NOT 
UNDERSTAND? I’ll take a 
vacation when they pry my 

pencil from cold dead hand. 
LOL.
Comfort Food: Anything 
fried; I’m from the South.
Cocktail: Tequila with lime 
juice and a splash of soda 
water.
Underwear: Whatever 
is clean. My friends own 
Ruffskins and Justis Boys and 
another owns Ca-Rio so I’m 
plugging their underwear.
Movie: The Lion in Winter 
and The Wizard of Oz.
Artwork: The Kiss by Gustav 
Klimt.

Joe’s Favorites:

Self portrait with Joe’s Boys
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Stephen Libby: Tell us about this photo. 
Sal Jozef: I’ve been a huge fan of Michael Craft’s Instagram account for a while and really loved his Sweet Tooth 
campaign. So I reached out to him and told him how big of a fan I was and that I would love the opportunity to 
work with him. Michael had a model call out and he hit me up to do a shoot! It was such a cool experience and 
I’m grateful to have had the opportunity to be one of the badass Instagram bitches on his page, LOL. The body 
paint shirt was painted by the very talented Charles Zambrano.
SL: What’s your favorite part of summer? 
SJ: Honestly, I diet all year round. I don’t do an off/bulking season so I don’t party or go out much.  I really like 

introducing...

photo credit: Michael Craft
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driving around in the evening with my windows down enjoying the nice air and blasting 90s hip hop. N.W.A. 
always puts me in such a good headspace to accomplish goals I have set for myself. Also I do not enjoy the 
StairMaster so it’s a great opportunity to do my cardio outside! You can also be shirtless in public without looking 
like a total douche bag so that’s pretty cool as well. LOLOL. 
SL: What dreams do you have for your life? 
SJ: I really want to be a supermodel and a rapper one day. I’m staying hella positive and working towards it a little 
each day. I know the universe supports those that follow their heart so I’m giving this 110% effort and keeping in 
my mind that this will happen one day. Just gotta follow the journey, roll with the punches and ride the wave! 
SL: Describe your perfect man.
SJ: My perfect man would be someone that’s as low key as I am. And, has a goofy sense of humor like me. I love 
the characteristic of finding the beauty and humor in everything and that’s not only something I look for in a guy. 
It’s also something I’m working on with myself. Oh . . . and a phattttt butttttt. LOL!
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Stephen Libby: Adam, look at you, being a good gay and calling 
me right on time!
Adam Rippon: I try to be a good gay.
SL: Because there is real time, drag time and gay time. I’m never 
sure which people are going to follow. Thank you for taking time 
to speak with me today. And, congratulations on your Olympic 
medal, newfound fame and for representing the gay community 
so proudly throughout. 
AR: Thank you for saying that.
SL: Are you calling me from PA or is this your cell number?
AR: This is my cell. I grew up in PA and kept my number. [BTW, I 
have Adam Rippon’s cell number!] I’ve lived in 
LA for the past four years. 
SL: What was it like growing up a young gay 
kid in Scranton?
AR: Scranton is a small town and it was hard . 
. . this was the 90s, so everything was different 
then. I was travelling a lot because of skating. I 
think more than anything I was unsure of who 
I was. Which made it that much harder.
SL: When did you come out?
AR: I didn’t come out until my early twenties. 
SL: When you came out, how did your family 
respond?
AR: Well, in gay fashion, I was like, I don’t 
want to be dramatic, but I of course found the most dramatic way. I 
thought I don’t want to come out at a dinner. So I came out 7 times . 
. . and just should have done it over dinner. My mom’s reaction was, 
“You were inside me for 9 months, so I know.” My brothers and sisters 
couldn’t have cared less. My dad was like, “This doesn’t really change 
anything.”  I was lucky. I have a really great family and they were 
incredibly supportive. When I was in school, I did get teased a lot 
and I think that’s what made me hesitant to come out. I think being 
a skater you just get teased for being gay. No, I’m not . . . but yes, 
I really am. Because I was training it was easier to put it on a shelf 
and deal with it later. I didn’t have time for dating and the normal 
teenage thing. Then in my twenties I realized I couldn’t stop life from 
happening. 
SL: All of that training led you to championships and the 
Olympics and then to this adulation from fellow Olympians, and 
a global viewership including high profile celebrities, practically 
overnight. How did you deal with that?
AR: I wasn’t really expecting all of that attention. And I’m not always 

comfortable meeting new people and sometimes not comfortable 
being me. But at this point in my life I am very comfortable being 
me. When I started getting all the attention I was like, OK, let’s have 
fun with it. More than that, I failed to make an Olympic team twice 
before. I failed to make the teams because I wasn’t fully there. This 
Olympics I felt fully there. I felt fully present. Part of that was owning 
me and that experience and having the best experience I absolutely 
could. 
SL: You’ve met Reese Witherspoon and you seem like maybe you’re 
soul mates. Have you gone on a date with Sally Field’s son?
AR: (laughs) I haven’t. But we did meet at The Human Rights 

Campaign dinner and had a chance to talk.  I 
think there’s definitely a friendship there, but 
we did not go on a date. 
SL: Does this all seem surreal? Your days 
must just be crazy since the Olympics. Do 
you just go home at night and say this is my 
life! How are you staying grounded through 
all of this?
(Silence)
SL: . . . Or are you not staying grounded?
AR: (laughs) I’m reminding myself to stay 
grounded by living in each moment and do 
things that are truly me and not get ahead of 
myself and keep perspective, which is asking 

myself at the end of the day, do I still like what I’m doing, because in 
skating I found I was most successful when I was doing for the right 
reasons. That’s when I’m able to be my best self. And, staying close to 
the friends who have been my friends the whole way. I’ll always have 
that athlete gene and make sure I still go to the gym, and work out 
and set new goals. 
SL: Also in the news, do you want to talk about the hot wing 
contest?
AR: I had a fucking blast on that thing. They reached out to me on 
Instagram. I had heard about it and called my brother, who’s a sports 
fan, and said have you heard of this? He said, “Oh my God, you have 
to do it.” I had seen some videos and thought it looked really fun and 
had such a good time. 
SL: How far in advance had you decided to wear the harness to the 
Academy Awards?
AR: Like two days before. 
SL: Obviously a bold choice.
AR: Yeah, I think I’m used to making bold choices. Jeremy Scott, who 

Competitive ice skating champion, Olympian and newly 
minted gay activist, Adam Rippon takes a few minutes 
to share his thoughts on growing up in northeast 
Pennsylvania, Grindr, his favorite everything, and who 
should play him in the sure-to-happen docu-drama, I, 
Adam. Interview by Stephen Libby.

I’m reminding 
myself to stay 
grounded by
living in each 
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I worked with is so out there and funky and a genius. I was thinking 
less about making a statement and that I look pretty rad. I thought it 
was a switch on the classic tuxedo. The response was pretty big.
SL: It was a bold choice... and you just seem like you have a bold 
personality...
AR: I do, Steve... It gets me into trouble sometimes, but that’s OK.
SL: I can see how that could happen. But, good for you. Run with 
it. Do you want to comment on your quotes about being ‘only 
human’ in regard to Grindr?
AR: I’m 28. I’ve obviously been on Grindr before, no big deal. I think 
it’s a natural thing of any gay person to go on Grindr. Like anybody to 
be on Tindr. No shame.
SL: Since your newfound fame are you concerned that people will 
want to... get with you... for the wrong reasons?
AR: After the Olympics I heard from every Tinder match that I ever 
met and who ghosted me and I thought maybe I’m going to take a 
break from meeting people. I actually thought that right before the 
Olympics. I don’t really have time to meet somebody and do the 
dating thing.
SL: There was some back and forth between you and Mike Pence 
leading up to and during the first few days of the Olympics. Do 
you want to address that now that it’s a few weeks after?
AR: I’ve had the opportunity to talk it about it so much . . . and I still 
stand by what I said originally. I felt like the conversation Mike Pence 
wanted to have wasn’t for me, it was about the legislation he tried to 
push. And while I had the platform I felt it was important to speak 
my truth. I also felt like I needed to focus on my job at the Olympics, 
which was helping my team. I felt it was important. We’re from an 
amazing country where we can speak out about things we think are 
not right, and I don’t think its right and it was important for me to 
say that. 
SL: Shifting gears. What can people expect to see at Stars on Ice, 
touring the country now?
AR: We have a great cast; Olympic champions, gold medalists, the 
figure skating team that won bronze in Korea. You’re seeing these 
skaters in the best shape of their lives. It’s a time for them to go out 
and enjoy after these super stressful events. It’s a chance for me to go 
out there and entertain the audience. 
SL: So there’s less pressure to be great. Well, to be great but not to 
win a medal.
AR: (pause) There’s always pressure to be great. But this time, no 
medal. (laughs)
SL: When your competitive skating career ends, what do want to 
do?
AR: Since the Olympics, there are so many open doors and 
opportunities that I’ve been trying to take advantage of every single 
one. Aside from meeting all these wonderful people and making 
friendships, I’m trying to figure out what I really like doing and what 
seeks me out as an artist because I’ve always been a very creative 
person. I can totally see myself getting involved being an entertainer 
because I think at my core that’s what I always was and will be. So 
maybe that kind of outlet or arena. 
SL: What do you like to do in your down time?
AR: I like to come to my house and pretend to clean up and unpack 

from the Olympics. But instead I take a twenty-minute nap and 
ignore it all. (both laugh) Yeah, it sounds pretty un-grand for me. Just 
ignore it and hope it fixes itself. (both still laughing)
SL: So, in thirty years, are we going to see a docudrama called I 
Adam?
AR: If there is, hopefully it has less criminal convictions in it and a 
happier ending. Obviously, there would be a happier childhood. The 
only thing I would hope is that Margot Robbie would play me, too. 
SL: (laughing hard) 
AR: I think she could do it. I mean, if she got nominated as Tonya 
Harding . . . maybe she’d win as Adam Rippon! (more laughter)
SL: Is there anything that you haven’t had a chance to say in other 
interviews that you would like to say?
AR: I feel that people have a pretty good idea of who I am at this 
point. A better question would be, is there anything that anyone else 
knows about me that I don’t know? (laughs) Cuz, I wanna hear that!
SL: How about any thoughts for LGBT youth with Olympic 
aspirations?
AR: I would say to them, always be true to yourself. Keep your head 
down and work very hard. Treat everyone that you run into with 
the same respect you wish to be treated with. There will always be 
people who might not like you or what you say, but that’s just life. 
The only thing you can do is be nice to them and move on. It’s really 
a reflection of how they feel about themselves; it really doesn’t have to 
do with you. If you work hard, you really can achieve anything. I was 
a small kid from Pennsylvania. There was no figure skating program. 
But I worked hard and I showed it to my mom. My mom helped me 
do and work with as many people as possible. It took me 28 years, 
which is a lot longer than some other people. And if I can do it, I 
think anybody can do it. 
SL: What a perfect way to end this. Thank you for being a wonderful 
role model for the LGBT population and much success in your 
future endeavors.
AR: Thank you for taking time to talk to me this morning!

Adam’s Favorites:
Celebrity Crush: Andy Cohen, 
he’s a mess.

Guilty pleasure: A little ice 
cream is my weakness. If it’s time 
to indulge, ice cream is my guilty 
pleasure. I love a good coffee as a 
little afternoon chill out.

Singers/Songs:
 -Lady Gaga, “Dance in the  
  Dark”
 -Beyoncé, “Partition”
 -Britney Spears, “Work Bitch”
 -Sia, “Chandelier”
 -Rihanna, “Bitch Better Have 
My Money”

Movie: Bridesmaids

Vacation destination: One of my 
favorite places to go is Paris. But, 
I have to say, I live in the best city 
in the world. Los Angeles has my 
heart.

Entertainer: Britney Spears.

Sports figures: Aly Raisman has 
really inspired me recently. She’s 
back after winning gold in 2012 
to being an even better gymnast 
in 2016. Usually age is a huge fac-
tor in gymnastics but she uses her 
maturity and experience to push 
herself to new heights. Her story 
reminds me that if you set your 
mind to it, anything is possible.
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Deciding you are ready to start a family can be very exciting, but 
also quite overwhelming as there are infinite details to consider in 

family formation. When embarking in the use of Assisted Reproductive 
Technology (ART) to begin your family, don’t forget to consider the legal 
ramifications of your action and the importance of planning for your 
cryopreserved/stored sperm, eggs and embryos. 

One of the first places to start is with your clinic documents.  Many 
clinics do not necessarily recommend document review by an attorney 
at the time of your procedure, but they require that these documents 
are executed prior to the procedures.  Therefore, it is important for an 
attorney to review your documents prior to execution to provide proper 
consent and ensure your wishes regarding your stored eggs, sperm and 
embryos are sufficiently stated in the event of death 
or divorce. 

Recording your intentions (such as in forms 
provided by fertility clinics during the process of 
creating the stored genetic material) may likely 
bind you as to the disposition of the cryopreserved 
genetic material upon court review. As soon as you 
have cryopreserved eggs, sperm or embryos, it is 
important that a determination is made and your 
intent is demonstrated in a Last Will and Testament 
as to how such gametes or embryos should or should 
not be used in the future, which should be consistent 
with the documents executed at the time of your 
procedure.  Otherwise, without it, a Court may review 
the intent provided in your clinic documents, which 
may not necessarily be your preferred outcome. 
If you do not address your intent by Last Will and 
Testament and you are no longer here or able to make 
these decisions, a Court may be making a decision on how your gametes 
or embryos will be used which could create a dispute by a spouse/partner 
or between family members.

Without an estate plan in place, issues may arise related to decisions 
during ART procedures, such as parental rights of remaining Intended 
Parents, custody of genetic material by living partner/spouse, destruction 
of genetic material in the event of the Intended Parents’ death, inheritance 
rights, posthumous collection of gametes and posthumous reproduction 
with stored genetic material to name a few, as all have an importance 
on future rights to custody and support, as well as inheritance to other 
beneficiaries. 

Many of us often get so caught up in the process of starting our families 
that we may forget the importance of estate planning. Estate planning is 
not only vital in many stages of the Assisted Reproductive Technology 
process, but also after a child is born. Such planning may include Last 

Wills and Testament, Testamentary Trusts for children, Guardianship 
provisions, especially if you are not married, and Powers of Attorney, 
such as an Asset Management Power of Attorney and a Healthcare Power 
of Attorney with a Living Will or an Advance Directive.

A Last Will and Testament ensures a plan is in place for the division, 
management and distribution of your Estate after your death. As you are 
going through Assisted Reproductive Technology procedures, child birth 
and ultimately parenthood, a Will can capture your intentions not only 
for your living child, but also for any stored genetic material you  may 
have, and how such material may be used after your death. 

It is also vital to have Powers of Attorney such as an Asset Management 
Power of Attorney and Healthcare Power of Attorney to appoint an 

Agent to make decisions if you are unable to do so 
as it relates to medical decisions for you and the 
child during an ART procedure, as well as address 
disposition of stored genetic material, the control 
of stored genetic material, payment for procedures 
in ART and make decisions regarding the storage 
of genetic material during any period of incapacity. 
Also, with a Healthcare Power of Attorney, an Agent 
can be named to control and consent to retrieval of 
gametes, and subsequent use of gametes during a 
period of incapacity and/or posthumously added.

A Living Will and/or Advanced Directive also 
becomes important in situations when a party 
is incapacitated and cannot make decisions for 
themselves as he/she is in a persistent vegetative state 
or irreversible coma and will not return to a normal 
and sapient life.

In surrogacy arrangements, Powers of Attorney and Wills for the Intended 
Parents and the surrogate are imperative to ensure parental rights are 
established of the parties and child in the event of incapacity or death of 
any party to the arrangement.  

Before you embark on this journey of family formation through the ART 
process, don’t forget the importance of legal planning because you cannot 
assume that your spouse/partner will be able to make these decisions 
for you if you are unable to do so.  At that point, it is too late.  Protect 
your intent and rights by having a Will and Powers of Attorney that 
are consistent with the expressed intent of your clinic documents and 
consents and protect the future rights of you, your partner/spouse and 
your family.  Without it, the risk is their future!

As you begin the process of family formation in any capacity, consider 
speaking with an attorney experienced in Assisted Reproductive 
Technology Law, Family and Estate Planning Law, to discuss all these 
potential legal issues that may be applicable to your personal situation.

By Dorota Gasienica-Kozak,
Assisted Reproductive Technology Law Chair, KingSpry

Science Helps You Have a Family,
But A Lawyer Can Help Protect Their Future

Many of us often 
get so caught up 

in the process 
of starting our 

families that we 
may forget the 
importance of 

estate planning. 
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Alan Hollinghurst is a bookseller’s dream. He is a highly accomplished award-winning author (Booker Prize for 
The Line of Beauty, Bloomsbury, 2004) of six novels and each of his books are so easy to put into the hands of 

readers. That he writes about the gay culture in a unique voice is another plus. When the opportunity was presented, 
this bookseller jumped at the chance to engage with him. Having just finished Alan’s latest novel, The Sparsholt Affair 
(Knopf, $28.95), there was so much I wanted to know. In the end, I refrained from asking all there is as only one 
having read the book would know what I was referencing and I hate spoilers. Instead I chose to tease you, the reader, 
knowing that after you are through reading this interview, you will rush to your nearest independently owned and 
operated book shop to pick up your copy of The Sparsholt Affair and all of Alan’s books. 

Alan 

Photo credit: Robert Taylor



Rob Dougherty: I had such a difficult time developing questions 
for this interview as I didn’t feel I could do justice to such an 
amazing novel.  What is it you hope to inspire in the reader 
when they read the last page of the novel?
Alan Hollinghurst: That’s an interesting question—I hope the 
reader will feel that the novel has simultaneously been true to life 
and shown them life in a new light. It ends in a gentler and more 
optimistic mood than it began, and I hope it shows that great 
social progress is possible in the space of a generation, though the 
future, of course, is just as unknowable now as it was then. I also 
secretly hope that the reader will want to go back to the beginning 
and start again.
RD: What was the most  challenging aspect of writing The 
Sparsholt Affair?
AH: As with any novel, deciding what to put in 
and (just as important) what to leave out—when 
you’re covering a period of over 70 years the usual 
questions of selection become even more critical. 
I’ve found repeatedly that writing narratives 
set before I was born is easier than dealing 
with periods from the 1960s onwards, which I 
remember quite vividly, and where the amount of 
possible material can seem overwhelming. This 
book has an unusual structure—but once I’d got 
that worked out, everything else followed.
RD: What I found most interesting is the 
absence of a single protagonist in the novel. 
Each character introduced presented not only 
a new perspective for the reader but I felt it triggered a new 
response to the book. How difficult was it writing from multiple 
views?
AH: I find it one of the easiest and most pleasurable things about 
writing—I’ve written two novels in the first person, and one (The 
Line of Beauty) in the third person but seen entirely from the point 
of view of one character. The other three have all had multiple 
viewpoints—they give the writer a liberating flexibility and lovely 
ways of contrasting and ironising different people’s experiences, 
sometimes of the same event. None of us really knows what 
anyone else is thinking or feeling; we are all the heroes of our own 
lives, but may have mere walk-on parts in the lives of others.  It’s 
that multiplicity I hope to convey. Also, in a novel covering so long 
a period the baton of the narrative is inevitably passed from one 
generation to another. No one alive at the beginning is still alive 
at the end. 

RD: I want people to know a little bit about you, the writer. 
Can you tell us what inspired you to first write? Is that what 
continues to inspire you?
AH: I’ve been writing really since adolescence—it always seemed 
to me both irresistible and (happily) very interesting. In the early 
1980s I saw I had a subject—British gay life—which still hadn’t 
really been explored in literary fiction: it was an extraordinary 
opportunity, and I feel it’s one I’ve been following up ever since. 
The sense that gay life is at the same time completely natural and 
significantly different is one of the things that keep me going.  
RD: You have gathered great success as an author, including the 
Booker Prize for The Line of Beauty. How has success influenced 
your writing and why?

AH: Very hard for me to say—the Booker Prize 
was something transformative in my professional 
life, and though it might have been inhibiting, 
I think I saw it above all as an invitation to do 
whatever I liked next. It’s nice to be read by more 
people and more widely appreciated, but when 
I’m writing I tend to shut out any sense of other 
people’s expectations (which are often that you’ll 
write the same book all over again).
RD: As a bookseller, The Sparsholt Affair is 
gift. I say this because I know when I put it 
into the hands of a reader, they will come 
back to me and tell me how much they loved 
my recommendation and ask for more. Oh 
yes, we too have groupies. Beside all of Alan 

Hollinghurst’s, what books would you recommend I put in my 
groupies hands to keep them coming back?
AH: Although I seem to write big novels, I hanker to produce a 
thin book—something under 300 pages anyway. A great artist at 
this length was Penelope Fitzgerald—she only started publishing 
novels in her 60s, and so she seemed to come from nowhere, 
with a remarkable and original mind already formed, and an 
extraordinary ability to condense whole worlds into small forms. 
By the age of 80 she had produced 9 novels, all completely different 
from each other. Of senior living writers I keep urging Edmund 
White on new readers—particularly the great trilogy, A Boy’s Own 
Story, The Beautiful Room is Empty and The Farewell Symphony: 
I reread them all recently and thought them even finer and more 
important than I had when they first came out. Of books by 
younger novelists, I was immensely struck by Garth Greenwell’s 
What Belongs to You and David Szalay’s All That Man Is.  

Hollinghurst
Interview by Rob Dougherty
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Stephen Libby: I know this sounds like an impossible task, but 
give us brief history of what led to writing your book. 
Alek Martin: After my grandmother’s death in 2009 my life 
changed within 28 days. All had changed. I self-inflicted HIV, lost 
my business due to fraud, gave up my dog, was exiled by my family. 
My employee stole 36,000 Euros from me, and my clients’ info, and 
I was done. I lost myself. My protective instincts were gone and 
I attracted parasite after parasite. I wrote the book to heal. Even 
when I was living very destructively I repeated endlessly that I was 
writing a book, even if I hadn’t 
even written one word. But it 
was kind of like a mission, a way 
out of the hell.
SL: A lot of people never leave 
these kinds of relationships. 
How did you muster the 
courage to walk away from all 
the abuse you had allowed, 
accepted and become used to 
for so long?
AM: I had to plan it very carefully 
as my ex was a total psycho and 
was controlling me to the point 
that he was drugging me so I 
stay put. I planned my exit for 
about six months and waited 
until he took off to Houston and 
I called the airlines and cried my 
arse off so they would change 
my ticket back home to Europe 
for free as I only had about fifty 
dollars to my name. He still 
owed me $15,000 but never 
wanted to give me any cash, as 
it might have encouraged my exit faster. I left with nothing and 
to the complete unknown, no place to go; but even living on the 
streets was better than to stay with him. I believe you need to make 
sacrifices as leaving is key for a better life!
SL: Did you write the book for self-therapy or as a motivational 
tool for others?
AM: Both.
SL: Tell us what your life is like now: Are you in a relationship? 
What is your relationship with your family?

AM: I have declared myself willingly relationship incompatible as 
of today.  I can’t claim that I healed from co-dependency. It is a 
sickening and very much unspoken disease. It will make you do 
and accept so much that one shouldn’t. I no longer talk to anyone in 
my family and I never will. I moved to Poland November 17, after 
18 months of traveling through Europe with a very heavy massage 
table to live, pay my debts and save a bit of cash so that I can start 
over. I will stay here until August 2018. It is very cheap to live here 
and I was able to fully concentrate on my new career as an author 

and who knows what comes my way, 
maybe motivational speaker.
SL: So now that you are living a clean 
life, what’s your new vice?
AM: It was never about drugs for me, I 
was never addicted and never a junky. 
It was about co-dependency. Even as 
a young man I declared that my life is 
always as good or bad as the relationship 
I am in. I think that states it all. Surely 
there were moments where I thought I 
was addicted to meth, but I immediately 
went to a counselor and after about 30 
minutes it was clear that I was addicted 
to only one thing, my man. And with 
that comes his destructive lifestyle. As 
soon as I left, so did the drugs from my 
life. I am not saying that I will never use 
again either.
SL: What is a perfect day for you?
AM: Love this question. A prefect day 
is what I am already living every day, 
I get up, check my mails and see my 
book sales, walk my new puppy, Loki, 
a beautiful Dalmatian, for about 45 

minuets and off to the gym. Well, three to four times a week. Buy 
food for the day and go home and take a nap. Work for several hours 
and walk Loki again. Watch some Netflix. LOL. Really boring, but 
that is what I like. Having a car would be great and that is on the list.
I am happy right now. I have cleaned my life up and deleted 
everybody that wasn’t willing to grow and learn. So many people 
do not want to face reality and their truth. I did. I have 125.000 
Euros debt and will pay them off until I am 92; I am 45 and I don’t 
think that I will ever love again. I have no sex life anymore. That is 
my truth and from that I build a new life for myself. 

A TRUE STORY - CODEPENDENCY AT ITS BEST

By Alek MartinBy Alek Martin

Breaking A Life Of Emotional Abuse
By Facing My Truth.

I Smashed It, So Can You!

UNUNUNUNUNUNUNUNUNUNUNUNUNUNUNUNUNEDEDEDEDEDEDEDEDEDEDEDEDEDEDEDEDEDITITITITITITITITITITITITITITITITITEDEDEDEDEDEDEDEDEDEDEDEDEDEDEDEDED

Alek Martin’s book is a no-holds-barred raw, in-your-face bold, harrowing autobiography. It is his truth. You may recognize 
yourself or someone you love(d) in these characters. If you do, it is also meant to be motivating for you to find your own truth.

Interview by Stephen Libby
Photo credit: G. Bender
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Stephen Libby: Hi, Sally Kohn. Can I just tell you how much I love 
your parents?
Sally Kohn: Well, I love them too. I think I may even love them more 
than you...
SL: Let’s start off talking about your new book, the wonderful title of 
which grabbed me right away, The Opposite of Hate: A Field Guide to 
Repairing Our Humanity. Tell us about it.
SK: I think we have a problem with hate in this country. I don’t mean 
hate like I hate brussels sprouts, like my dad does. Or I hate the music 
stylings of Kenny G. I worry more about our habits and our culture and 
our conscious and unconscious policy. We dehumanize people based on 
their ideas and identity and perpetuate the idea that certain people are 
less than others. And enshrine that discrimination 
in the way we interact with each other and the way 
we go about the way we work together as a society. 
That’s the hate I worry about and I think we need to 
do something about it. 
SL: This past weekend the two African American 
males in a Philadelphia Starbucks...
SK: Those things happen because of the history of 
racial bias and hatred in our country that becomes 
baked into our culture, our policies, our habits, our 
conscious and unconscious interactions. Broaden 
that out and when we look at the fact that black 
kids are more likely to get suspended in elementary 
school for doing the same things as white kids. When 
we look at the disproportionate rate of harassing, 
incarceration, sentencing, the inequalities between 
black and white people we see that history of hate has left its mark on 
all of us and we then repeat it—not always consciously, more often 
unconsciously. As a society instead of figuring out what to do about that, 
we’re still arguing if it’s a problem. It plays out in infinite horrific and 
often deadly ways. 
SL: Has this been more accepted by the larger population in the past 
year or so?
SK: Well, look—ten years ago we were not having this conversation 
at all. I’m not sure accepted is the right word. For instance, ten years 
ago if we were talking about sexism, people were thinking about overt 
explicit sexist pig stuff. And not implicit discrimination. I think the 
same is true with race, homophobia, gender norms and rights to arms. 
Capacity to understand. We need to understand and start to examine 
how these histories and habits of hate play out in different levels. I think 
we have made some progress there. I still think we have to get better at 

it. Hopefully this is the conversation we’re having and I’ll help push it.  
SL: Maybe it’s just in the news, but there seems to be so many stories 
about transgendered people being targeted, African Americans, 
women, gay people... It just seems like its more prevalent than in the 
past. 
SK: People of color, women, queer folks are more likely to be the targets 
of hate. We know that. I don’t think this is the most hateful period in 
the history of the United States. C’mon, we have a very ugly and hateful 
history. In a lot of ways we’re built on hate. And at the same time just 
because it gotten haltingly and reluctantly better doesn’t mean that it’s 
not that bad. And because of the 24/7 news cycle and social media we 
are now a little more intimately involved. Twenty years ago I could sit on 

my couch and think something hateful and I may share 
that with a friend on the phone and that was the extent 
of most people’s ability to participate in the machinery 
of publicing. And now, we can all go tweet and go post 
on our cousin’s Facebook page. That makes it feel more 
severe and intimate and urgent. 
SL: Switching gears because we are short on time. 
What was it like growing up gay in the Lehigh Valley?
SK: I had a very lovely gay Lehigh Valley experience 
because I happen to have the greatest most gay-
supportive parents in the history of parents. Let’s be 
clear; if tomorrow I told them I was straight I think 
they would be disappointed. I realize how fortunate 
my experience was. 
SL: What’s the best thing about being a political 
commentator?

SK: One of the revelations I had about the people who harass me so 
viciously online was, how voiceless so many of them feel. To the point 
that they seemed to think no one paid attention to the comments they 
left on my Twitter page. There’s this paradox where we all kind of have 
access at the same time we all feel more voiceless. I recognize as someone 
who gets speak on television and write and having a voice to say things 
that matter and have people listen to them is a tremendous honor, it’s a 
privilege.  
SL: What would the ten-year-old Sally Kohn think of the woman she 
has become?
SK: Good God. (laughs, then pauses) That’s a sweet question. I hope the 
ten-year-old me would be proud of the me I’ve grown into. I’m a kinder 
person than I was. Because of it I have friends. That I could use my fast 
mouth and quick wit for good not evil. For positive attention. Hopefully 
my ten-year-old little self would be smart enough to be glad for that.  

The contact page of Sally Kohn’s website reads, “Send us a (hopefully nice) message.”  It goes on to say, “You can use this form to send a note to 
Sally and her team.  Now, most people use this form to send thoughtful and respectful messages.  But some people use this form to send hate 

mail.  Think hard before you do that.  Don’t you have better things to do with your time?  And don’t you want to be a better person?”  I just love that!
I have known (and interviewed) Sally’s parents, Don and Melinda Kohn, through their years of leading the eastern PA chapter of PFLAG. But 

this is the first time I’ve had the opportunity to talk with Sally.

by Stephen Libby



lea michelle 2.0

Lea Michele began her career as a child actress on Broadway, appearing in productions of Les Misérables, 
Ragtime, Fiddler on the Roof, and Spring Awakening. She helped the cast of Glee post over 200 hits on the 
Billboard Hot 100 chart. She was amazing in Scream Queens. And is now on tour with Darren Criss. And 
she just got engaged! Don’t even try to rain on her parade...
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Stephen Libby: Hi Lea. I was just watching some 
of your videos. Most recently with Ada Vox on 

American Idol.
Lea Michele: Oh my God. That was so incredible. First of 
all, going on Idol for me was exciting. I’d been a fan for so 
many years. It’s funny. The first episode of Glee aired after 
American Idol. They had us go to Idol in the audience. Then 
Glee aired and after that moment our lives changed. So I 
look at AI like it was a turning point for me. And then ten 
years later to be on the show as a mentor. The producers 
said Ada Vox has a voice that’s out of control; we would just 
die for the two of you to sing together. We thought “Defying 
Gravity” would be a perfect song to do together. It was like 
a pinch-me moment to be singing that song on the stage of 
Idol.  She’s fucking incredible and has the determination to 
take her all the way. 
SL: That was one of the moments that shows like that are 
created for. You have many fans from Glee, and Scream 
Queens, The Mayor and your recording career. Don’t tell 
anyone, but I think your version of “Don’t Rain on my 
Parade” is as good if not better than (whispers) Barbra 
Streisand. I may lose my gay card for saying that.
LM: Oh my God! I think people are rolling in their graves. 
But, thank you. When I’m performing it’s like therapy for 
me. I take what I’m feeling and put it out there. It’s why I 
haven’t done a lot of live performing over the years because 
I find it takes so much out of me. I have finally learned 
how to manage my energy to do multiple shows because it’s 
more than just standing there and singing for me. 
SL: Speaking of tours, what can people expect from your 
new tour with Darren Criss?
LM: Darren and I met on Glee and we became fast friends, 
we hang out all the time. We were asked to perform at 
benefits and smaller events. In October I performed with 
Darren at Elsie Fest and we realized now’s the time to 
structure a larger show. We’ll do a bunch of songs from 
Glee, we’ll do songs from our solo records, and we also have 
a really big Broadway background. We just want it to be an 
intimate experience. We want the audience to feel like they 
are just having out with me and Darren.  
SL: Do you prefer performing live, television, movies, 
recording in a studio?
LM: I feel most grateful that I’ve never really had to pick. I 
get to do all of them. I think that’s what keeps everything 
fresh. By the time I’m done with this tour I’ll probably 
really want to do television. I don’t ever get burnt out and 

everything still feels exciting and good and new. TV is fun. 
Singing is difficult because like I said it takes a lot of me. 
SL: Who do you enjoy listening to?
LM: Oh my goodness. I listen to so much and so many 
different things. But I really love great female singers. I 
love Pink, I love Kelly Clarkson, Ariana Grande, Katey 
Musgraves. 
SL: What do you enjoy doing when you’re not in the 
theatre performing?
LM: For me, I’m in a really strict routine when I’m touring. 
Wake up, breakfast, gym, steam room. Warm up for a really 
long time. Maybe walk around and get a good vibe of the 
city. Then listen to good music and get excited for the show. 
It’s about being in a good head space and being as good as 
I can be when I get on the stage. Darren is the best and the 
most fun and he is going to make me get out of that routine 
. . . (laughs) but I’m not going to let it effect anything. But 
if I know him he is going to pull me out of bed and make 
me go to every fucking weird bar. It’s nice to have a buddy. 
It’s lonely to be on tour alone. It’s going to be a lot of fun 
and it leaves the door open for a lot of spontaneity in the 
performance in show too. 
SL: Who would like to collaborate with?
LM: That’s like the hardest question in the whole world. I 
can’t say the big names like Adele or Barbra [Streisand] 
because I would shit my pants. I had the pleasure of 
meeting Pink recently at the CMA Awards and there’s an 
energy to her that’s so grounded and strong and she has 
that voice. She was also just carrying a beer around with 
her so I feel like we would have fun and make some great 
music and sing some dope songs together.
SL: Do you have any plans to return to Broadway?
LM: I would love that. There was talk for a while about me 
doing Funny Girl and I still would love to make that happen. 
If Broadway would have me back. I’m actually working on 
the side through the tour to find the next best thing for me 
to do on Broadway because I would just love that. 
SL: While you and Darren are out hitting the city I think 
it would be amazing for you to check out Fire Island. 
LM: I don’t think they would ever let us leave!
SL: You’re right…
LM: The last time I was on Fire Island, I was out to visit 
Jonathan [Groff] in The Normal Heart, trying to get the 
ferry back was nearly impossible. So, that idea sounds 
dangerous to me, but of course I think it would be 
incredible. 

m
ichele
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tiki traditions
the culture behind the kitsch

 Almost anywhere from Omaha to Copenhagen, travelers can find a port of call serving exotic cocktails—typically topped with a paper 
parasol—in a South Seas-inspired setting. Quite simply, tiki culture offers a safe haven of relaxation that knows no boundaries. And although 
tiki bars may periodically fade from fashion, they always rebound. 

 To delve into the persistent allure of all things tiki, we talked with Martin Cate, co-founder and owner, with wife Rebecca, of San 
Francisco’s famed Smuggler’s Cove. The couple also penned Smuggler’s Cove: Exotic Cocktails, Rum, and the Cult of Tiki (Ten Speed Press), 
a James Beard award-winner that delivers a fascinating tale of the movement’s birth and proliferation, plus a bounty of modern and historic 
cocktail recipes.  
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Len Dannelke: What do you think gives tiki culture its enduring appeal?
Martin Cate: It’s a combination of things that combine to create a feeling of shelter and escape. It’s both a celebration of arts and crafts and a thumb in the eye to 
progress and modernism— venues and cocktails that evoke memories of vacation, of relaxation, and of paradise. 
LD: What is your personal favorite aspect of tiki culture, and why?
MC: It’s hard to identify one element, since tiki culture itself is inherently multidisciplinary. While the cocktails themselves are often engaging and layered, it’s enjoying 
the cocktail served in a handmade mug under a thatched roof while listening to exotica music that completes the experience. One thing I really enjoy is creating richly 
decorated spaces to complete the experience and provide guests with lots of visual interest to stimulate conversation.
LD: How has tiki culture evolved over the years?
MC: From the 1930s through the 1960s, tiki style became more ornate and elaborate, moving from simple spaces with some flotsam and jetsam to ornate palaces with 
waterfalls and fire shows. But the most profound evolution was a devolution, when from the 1970s to 1980s tiki bars and tiki-themed hotels, apartments, and more 
were torn down or remodeled as tastes changed and people turned away from artifice in design. But as we look to recapture experiences that were enjoyed in the past 
and create spaces that celebrate escapism, tiki has returned in a big way, once again creating spaces that transform your everyday experience.
LD: How does Smuggler’s Cove distinguish itself in this niche market? 
MC: We are pioneers in creating a venue that offers not just vintage exotic cocktails, but also a menu that celebrated the 300-plus years of rum’s history, from the earliest 
simple cocktails to modern inventions. We’re also filled with art both new and old that once was displayed in long-gone tiki bars and pieces by new artists working 
today that were crafted just for us. And of course, we also feature the largest rum selection in the United States and a rum club with hundreds of members that offers a 
great education into a noble spirit. 

This easy-to-make original creation by Martin Cate features rhum agricole, 
a less familiar variety of rum that hails from French Caribbean islands. 

Being made with freshly pressed sugar cane juice instead of molasses imbues 
the spirit with a distinctive earthy complexity. 

Add the guava soda to a Collins or highball glass, then add the remaining 
ingredients to a cocktail shaker with cracked or cubed ice. Shake and strain into 
the glass. Gently add cracked or cubed ice to fill the glass, then add garnish.

2 oz. Bundaberg guava soda
3⁄4 oz. fresh lime juice
3⁄4 oz. Licor 43 (spiced liqueur)
2 ounces rhum agricole blanc (e.g. Rhum J.M Blanc or Neisson 
Blanc)
2 dashes Angostura bitters
Mint sprig, cinnamon stick, and lime wheel for garnish

agricole guava cooler

a desert oasis

One of the most tiki-centric towns in America lies not on a warm, coastal 
shore, but within California’s Sonoran Desert—in the LGBT-friendly 

town of Palm Springs. Here you can find Caliente Tropics Resort Hotel, with 
Polynesian-modern guestrooms—remarkably restrained and tasteful—and, 
next to the pool, The Reef bar and restaurant.
 Owner Rory Snyder sees himself as a brand ambassador for tiki tradi-
tions. “In the world we live in, where xenophobia kicks in and people don’t 
want to explore new places because they don’t want to learn the language or 
the customs, the tiki theme lets you dip your toe into a different world,” he 
says. “It’s more about fun-loving, not a lot of testosterone, treating everybody 
with respect while you enjoy music and complex cocktails. And it’s rooted in 
history—but Americanized and palatable to the ‘average Joe.’”
 Snyder describes his bar as comfortable, not pretentious, and inviting to 
all people and all tastes. “You can drink a bloody Mary or vodka and soda and 
not be looked down on because it’s not a tropical drink.” (Yes, there really is 
snobbery within the tiki community.) “The energy of a newbie that comes in 
is always more exciting than the anger of an old salty dog who knows it all. I 
don’t like the elitism—we need new people to fuel the scene.”

*Look for a high quality product or, even better, go DIY with the home recipe at 
www.seriouseats.com. An essential Mai Tai ingredient, orgeat is used in many 
other tiki-style drinks.

Palm Springs Punch

1 1/2 oz. spiced rum
1/2 oz. Cointreau or triple sec
1/2 oz. crème de noyaux (almond-flavored liqueur)
1 oz. pineapple juice 
2/3 oz. lime juice
2/3 oz. simple syrup

Stir all ingredients in a glass with ice. Top with a cherry and orange slice. 
(Note: A party quantity can be mixed in advance, chilled, and served in a 
pitcher.)

Smoking Rose

1 oz. mescal
1/2 oz. green chartreuse
1/2 oz. orange curaçao
1 oz. pineapple juice
1/2 oz. lemon juice
1/2 oz. orgeat (almond syrup)*

Build liquids in glass and add 4 ounces ice, place a rosemary sprig soaked 
in 151 rum sticking out of the glass, and set on fire. Using a shaking 
tumbler, place on top of glass to capture smoke produced from rosemary. 
Then shake ingredients together, including rosemary and smoke, and pour 
into glass unstrained. 

palm springs punch & the smoking rose
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A d a
V o x

After thirteen auditions in eight years in different cities 
Adam Sanders finally made it onto American Idol as Ada 

Vox. Ada received standing ovations from judges Lionel Richie, 
Luke Bryan, and Katy Perry. She also tore up “Defying Gravity” 
with Lea Michele. All the while inspiring others to follow their 
dreams…no matter what they may be. 

Stephen Libby: Congratulations on all your success. But let’s 
back up. What did you think your chances were to get on Idol 
as Ada?
Ada Vox: I knew that my chance of getting on Idol as Ada was 
100%. Because I have auditioned many seasons and they seemed 
interested in me, but I needed something to push me over the 
edge.  I’d been performing in drag for three years, since I was 21. 
I thought people can see positivity in drag queens. I thought I 
can do this. I can influence people. I can pursue my career. And I 
can stand for something.
SL: What do you remember about singing with Lea Michele?
AV: As soon as she walked in I got this great vibe from her. She 
was absolutely fantastic. She was such a gracious entertainer. I 
think we played off each other really well.
SL: What is life like when you’re not Ada?
AV: I live in San Antonio, Texas at the moment. I spend a lot of 
time at home. I’m boring for a show girl. I don’t drink. I don’t 
smoke. I don’t party. I do my show and I leave. I try to plan my 
next move; what my next song is going to be, laid back behind 
the scene stuff. As Adam I was part time singing and working full 
time. I was always singing somewhere, somehow. Then I’d have to 
go back to Red Lobster and serve fish on a platter. 
SL: Where do you want to go from here? Pride festivals over 
the summer? Recording studio right away? 
AV: All of it! I’m working with some wonderful songwriters and 
producers and I have a lot of stuff in the works already.  I am 
going to be posting cover songs of what I would have done for 
the theme weeks on the show. From here it’s only up!
SL: What do you want your young fans to know that have the 
same dreams as you?
AV: Don’t ever give up! One thing to remember is you don’t 
necessarily have to win to be a winner. It’s all about what you 
represent and what the result is based on what your dreams are. Photo courtesy of Disney ABC Press

Interview by Stephen Libby
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Stephen Libby: How did you get on Beauty Bar? 
Thalia Almodovar: I was simply working at House of Dolls. One day, unbeknownst to me, the casting director from VH1 came in for an 
appointment and she must have found something to her liking. She says she went away thinking we would all make a great TV show. She 
pitched the idea to the powers that be and a year later, we were in everyone’s living rooms!
SL: What’s the best and worst part of being on a reality show? 
TA: The best part is having a platform to influence and help other people. The bad part is the hateful people who want to judge us and tear us 
down. 
SL: What misconceptions would you like to address re: transgendered people? 
TA: Where do I begin? I would like to dispel the myths that we are uneducated, that we have some kind of mental disorder, that we’re all 
escorts… and the list goes on and on. The truth is we’re no better or worse than anyone else. We’re all people who are trying to live the life God 
blessed us with.
SL: What misconceptions would you like to address re make-up stylists? 
TA: I know the tutorial make-up videos on Youtube and Instagram are all the rage right now but true stylists learn the craft the old fashion 
way: beauty school. If you’re serious about the craft, go to school, learn the skill the correct way and take your creativity to a whole new level.
SL: What do you want to do after Beauty Bar? 
TA: I’ve done modeling in the past but I think my real passion is in acting. I would love to make the leap from reality TV to sitcom or even 
movies!
SL: What does a perfect day look like for you? 
TA: I’ve really come to appreciate the simpler things. Waking up healthy, enjoying peaceful vibes and some really good Dominican food makes 
me so happy and productive. 

Maybe you know her from House of Dolls. Or maybe 
you know her from Beauty Bar. Or, maybe she  
was at your place last night…  Whichever the  
case may be, Thalia took some time to dispel  
some (un)popular myths regarding trans people  
and make-up artists. And, if you want to win her  
heart you should brush up on your Dominican  
cooking skills. 

Thalia
Almodovar

Interview by Stephen Libby
Photo credit: Karriem Simmons-Kjamaal Photography
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y u h u a
h a m a s a k i
RuPaul’s Drag Race gets better and better with every season. 

The show and the performers have a fanatical following. There 
isn’t a demographic that hasn’t at least heard of it and is probably 
watching an episode right…now. Breakout performer Yuhua shares 
her thoughts on being genderfluid, ankhs and Sesame Street. 

Stephen Libby: Explain what a gender neutral drag queen is.
Yuhua Hamasaki: I identify myself as genderfluid. Someone who is 
genderfluid, who does drag is something very new. We’ve always had 

gay men who dress up in drag, that’s all we’ve ever known about 
drag. But recently we’ve learned about bio queens, which are 
cisgender females who do drag. Also, there are drag kings who 

are cis females that do male drag, and then there are also trans 
queens, which are trans women or trans men who perform in drag. 
Considering myself gender neutral, I don’t define myself as male or 
female, I am just myself. Sometimes I feel like I am closer to the male 

side of the spectrum and sometimes I feel more female. Sometimes 
I’m just myself. So that’s something that’s really new to drag. Some 
people don’t understand that. There are people who feel that to live in 
this world, you have to be straight. Then there are some people who 
accept that there are not only heterosexual people, but homosexual 
people who are part of this world and bisexual people too. And then 
they learn about transgender people and accept them as a part of this 
world. But, what about those who don’t want to transition but are 
also somewhere in the middle? They’re just themselves. They don’t 
believe in genders, they just believe in being themselves, whether it’s 
more feminine or more masculine. All these structures of masculinity 
or femininity were all made up by generations of people. And that’s 
something we still follow. That’s how we were raised. But that’s not 
for me. In beginning, I would think that people would care, but as 
I kept doing drag, I learned to become more confident with myself 

and translated that persona to my out-of-drag persona. So now, I 
don’t even care what people think. I’m just here to live happily and 
comfortably in my authentic self, and I encourage everyone to do 
that because your life will be so much easier and happier. 

SL: Tell us what inspired “The Ankh Song.” 
YH: The music video is inspired by children’s music videos, sort 

of like Sesame Street, when an adult and a bunch of children 
are singing along to a song, and children are watching it 
from their television screens. In the music video, I’m telling 

Photo credit: Angelo S. Ortiz Vela44
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the children viewers to get an ankh, which was featured in the premiere episode when I wore it in the main runway. The ankh 
symbolizes life and power, and the music video sort of pokes fun of infomercials telling people to buy things and at the same 
time, it’s trying to brainwash people at such a young age to grow up to follow trends, even though there’s a crazy lady, which is 
me, telling them all these things. The allegory is that the media plays a big role in controlling the views of the public, that it sets 
trends, it controls peoples point of views, and it manipulate people’s minds at such a young age to think certain things, such as 
not accepting the LGBT community. It is catchy and there are some phrases in the lyrics that a lot of Drag Race viewers would be 
familiar with. 
SL: Who/What inspires your fierce look?
YH: Anything!!! If I like it, I wear it. If it’s dramatic, I’ll wear it. If it’s bold, I’ll wear it. But I do tend to lean towards the red and 
gold colors because they pop on stage and in person. Just makes a person stand out from the crowd.
SL: Describe the experience of competing on the 10th season of RuPaul’s Drag Race.
YH: It was intense!!! It is 14 people in wigs and make-up trying to cut and slap each other and trying to compete for $100,000!! 
It is a lot of hard work, more than you see on camera. It involves a lot of tears, sweat, blood, but at the end of the day, it is very 
rewarding. Like any job you want in life, you have to earn it and to earn it means you have to put in the hard work. Now, because 
of RuPaul’s Drag Race, I get to travel the world. Get to travel to places I would have never been able to go to if it was not for the 
show.
SL: What do you like to do when you’re not in front of the cameras? 
YH: I would like to just lay in bed and relax!!! But that is not always the case. I find it that sleep is something that comes very 
rarely since the announcement of the show. You have to be “on” all the time and there is constantly work to do. In order to 
survive, you have to be on top of your game. Sleep is for the weak! I’ll sleep when I die!

Photo credit: Preston Burford
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Stephen Libby: What is the mission 
statement of your church? 

Beth Goudy: Metropolitan Community 
Church of the Lehigh Valley’s (MCCLV) 
purpose statement is to “worship and 
serve God through acts of justice 
and compassion.” The worldwide 
denomination of Metropolitan 
Community Churches was founded in 
1968 in California by an ex-Pentecostal 
gay pastor. MCC churches celebrate and 
serve the LGBTA community. 
Those who have attended MCCLV 

worship or events know that it is a unique experience, as the majority in 
attendance identify as LGBT—that’s a rare occurrence in a church setting! So 
MCCLV is what is known as a “minority community church” in that a majority 
of people who attend consist of a minority group. Minority community 
churches include those founded along a racial or ethnic foundation: African 
American churches, Latino churches, Syrian Orthodox churches, Ukrainian 
Catholics, etc. MCCLV is a minority community church in terms of being 
predominantly LGBT. 
One of the myths of MCCLV is that one must be LGBT to attend, and the 
church is glad that is being dispelled with increasing numbers of heterosexual 
allies becoming a part of the life and leadership of the faith community. 
MCCLV plans to continue growing the number of heterosexuals in the 
congregation. Heterosexual church members have shared that MCCLV is a 
“safe space” to deconstruct one’s former ideas about religion and spirituality 
and to reconstruct a deeper and more substantial faith life. 
For years, MCCLV led marriage equality rallies at the Lehigh County 
Courthouse and hosted an annual Freedom to Marry interfaith worship 
service. For a number of years, the church organized a giveaway of free fruits 
and vegetables called “Free Market.” Just this past year MCCLV organized a 
Hoodie Rally on the fifth anniversary of the tragic killing of Trayvon Martin. 
The most exciting partnership MCCLV has developed recently is with nearby 
Buchanan Elementary School. This past January, MCCLV provided $2,000 in 
grocery store gift cards to Buchanan families in need. During the holidays, 
the church collected coats for the students and hosted a school supplies drive 
in this past fall. 
SL: What is your history before moving to the Lehigh Valley? How long 
have you been with MCCLV? 
BG: I enjoyed growing up in a college town: Ames, Iowa. In my twenties I 
lived in Minnesota, Iowa, Illinois, Alabama and Mississippi before arriving at 
Lehigh Valley at MCCLV in 1999. 
Another unique instance of MCCLV is that since arriving here, I have had 
the blessing/challenge of leading the church through three moves. Upon 
arrival, MCCLV was renting from the Unitarian Universalist Church in 
downtown Bethlehem. In 2003, the church moved to factory space in the 
Merchant’s Square Mall on the south side of Allentown. In 2007, MCCLV 

moved to another factory space in the Silkwerks building on the north side 
of Allentown. Most recently, the congregation moved a block away from the 
Westgate Mall in Bethlehem, renting space from Church of the Manger UCC. 
Clearly, MCCLV is not a place for people who want things to stay the same! 
The Holy Spirit has been moving the congregation literally and metaphorically 
over the past decades. 
SL: What is the biggest challenge with an all-inclusive church? 
BG: Because a progressive church like MCCLV does not have a unity of 
belief due to a wide variety of denominational backgrounds, consensus can 
be challenging. Often people will want more clarity in spiritual approaches, 
but an all-inclusive church attempts to hold multiple theologies at the same 
time. So, for instance, MCCLV offers both infant baptism and adult believer 
baptism. These are two radically different ways to understand baptism! 
Communion is for anyone who wants to receive it, there are no qualifications 
or specific beliefs needed to receive communion. 
SL: Do you feel supported by the larger LGBT community? 
BG: The vast majority of LGBT Christians in the Lehigh Valley attend 
churches other than MCCLV! On a typical Sunday, there are 80 to100 people 
at MCCLV’s worship service, while thousands of LGBT Christians in the area 
make their spiritual home elsewhere. Most LGBT Christians attend a church 
where heterosexuals are the majority. This is not because LGBT people dislike 
MCCLV, but because they may have specific spiritual preferences for liturgy, 
music style or desire more clarity in theology and belief. 
Additionally, a surprising number of people in the larger LGBT community 
are not aware of the existence of MCCLV. A big thank you to the Gay Journal 
for including this interview so more people may hear the good news of a 
church where LGBT people are valued as fabulous creations of God. 
SL: Why do you think LGBT people are skeptical of organized religion? 
What are some of the most misinterpreted passages from the Bible? 
BG: With the exception of a denomination like Metropolitan Community 
Churches and handful of other bright spots, organized religion has a terrible 
track record on LGBT inclusion, with many people still recovering from the 
wounds of anti-LGBT spiritual violence. The LGBT community has every 
right to be skeptical and it is an act of great courage for an LGBT person 
to cross the threshold of any worship space. Unfortunately, LGBT people 
continue to need to do “research and reconnaissance” prior to attending 
any church service to make sure it is LGBT-friendly. This includes scouring 
websites for LGBT-affirming statements and stalking church Facebook pages. 
Chapter one of the Letter to the Romans continues to be misinterpreted as 
anti-gay, though Paul was clearly taking a stand against idolatry. When I would 
receive hate mail in the early 2000s, it would typically include Leviticus 20:13 
which mentions that “if a man lies with a male as with a woman, both of them 
have committed an abomination; they shall be put to death.” What the letter 
writer failed to mention is that the death penalty was also called for when a 
person cursed their father or mother and a number of other things. Leviticus 
is a product of its ancient context and culture, when a man wastefully “spilling 
his seed” was seen as harmful to the population growth of his community. 
There are beautiful Biblical stories about love shared between two women (see 

Metropolitan Community Church Pastor...

Beth Goudy & Carol Stevens, RN
Interview by Stephen Libby
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Ruth and Naomi) and two men (see David and Jonathan). The prophet Isaiah 
puts forth a vision of a radically inclusive worship space, proclaiming that 
that God’s house “is a house of prayer for all people.” Jesus was radical in his 
love for outsiders and those on the margins. Thankfully, there are increasing 
numbers of theologians and Biblical scholars who are doing important work 
revealing LGBT-friendly approaches to God and scriptural interpretation. 
SL: How long have you and Carol been together? 
BG: Carol and I were religiously married at MCCLV on May 6, 2007. As a 
religious couple, we consider that date to be much more significant than 
our legal marriage in Iowa in 2009. While we are super grateful for the legal 
benefits that came with marriage quality, the spiritual marriage was most 
meaningful for us. We were delighted to be able to share a faith life with one 
another, though we do disagree on theology from time to time. 
Fun fact: Steve Libby took the only photo that survives of us standing together 
on our wedding day at MCCLV. The wedding photographer lost the entirety 
of our photos. 
SL: What’s the secret to that kind of longevity? 
BG: Carol and I pray together and whenever possible, we dance together 
in the kitchen. We enjoy exploring new places together and laughing while 
watching Saturday Night Live skits. Like most couples, we have our own 
weirdo inside jokes, sayings, phrases and pranks. We 
try to fight “clean,” staying on point. Carol has joined 
in on my love of NCAA women’s basketball and I have 
picked up on some of Carol’s great cooking skills. 
SL: Tell us about the book you’ve written. Would you 
describe it as romance-fiction, romance-friction, 
self-help, self-abuse, philosophical, Phil McKraken? 
BG: My book, Brownfields, is a work of fiction and is 
about a diverse group of people in north Allentown 
coming together to fight corporate power. It is similar 
in style to Jane Smiley’s book, Moo. Additionally, I have 
written over 30 religion columns for the Morning Call 
newspaper and Carol and I have provided columns for 
The Gay Journal.
SL: Carol, what was your religious history and how did you and Beth meet?
Carol Stevens: My dad was raised Catholic by his Lithuanian parents, 
both of whom rarely went to church (to my knowledge). My mom was the 
granddaughter of a part-time Baptist minister who would go down to the 
Italian Market and, literally, stand on a soapbox and preach the gospel! My 
mother’s brother, Harry, converted to Judaism when I was a little girl, and 
because my whole family was supportive of his decision and belief, we all 
participated in my uncle’s observances. I also did a lot of babysitting for the 
Rabbi, and was often helping with Sabbath preparations, and included in 
family religious rituals and traditions. It was great! Mother and Dad saw that 
we all were baptized and confirmed in the Presbyterian (USA) Church, where 
I remained active through college. I did have a “born again” experience in 
high school followed by activity in Campus Crusade for Christ in college. 
Later, I married a man who remains a pastor in the United Church of Christ 
(No, I am not a “collar chaser”, ha ha) and worshipped in that denomination 
for years prior to MCC. [Editor’s Note: I’m still laughing at collar chaser]
After that marriage ended, I attended off and on in different congregations for 
about five years. Beth and I met at my co-worker’s wedding ceremony where 
Beth was officiating. The service was really exceptional. She had obviously put 

a lot of effort and thought into the service, and I wanted to tell her so. After 
the service, it went like this: 
 Carol: That was a great wedding service! I know that a service like  
 that takes a lot of work and attention—I used to be married to a   
 pastor.
 Beth: Oh! You have my condolences! Ha ha. And you are? 
 Carol: Straight! Straight! 
 Beth: I meant what denomination?
SL: That is hilarious. Tell us more.  
Carol: Well, not long after we became friends I had my lesbian epiphany—or 
bi? It’s all a spectrum, right?—and Beth invited me to MCC. It was just what 
I had been looking for. My uncle Harry had also been an activist and was 
very involved politically and for had leadership roles in a number of worthy 
causes. His influence, being a child of the sixties, and coming of age in the 
70s, gave me a passion for peace and justice issues. MCC was, obviously, the 
right church at the right time. All the values that I grew up with: a living 
faith, inclusion, interfaith collaboration and respect, social justice, all within 
a community of believers that all can articulate their faith and that truly 
love God and one another—just made it perfect. I love being in a primarily 
LGBTAIQ church, because once you come out, the sky is the limit! 

SL: What’s a typical day like for you?
CS: A normal day for me: I work day shift in the 
Mother Baby Unit as an RN in a local hospital. So, I 
get up at 4:45 or 5:00 a.m. to get ready for work, pack 
my food for either the 8 or 12 hr shift, and have a little 
bit of prayer time. 
Beth gets up by 5 or 5:15. I usually stumble around 
the kitchen in a stupor for at least 15 minutes, doing 
things like looking for the butter in the fridge that I 
just put out on the counter. Meanwhile, Ms.-Cheerful-
Morning-Energy-Chick joins me with that great smile 
and a bouncy “Good Morning!” which usually gets me 
awake. Sometimes, though, she just can’t watch me . . 
. it must be painful. 

We go off to work, go to the gym at different times (Ms. Cheerful Morning 
Energy Chick goes before work and I go after work—which you probably 
figured out) then come home. We eat dinner together 4 times a week, because 
that’s when the schedules match up. We often cook together. We talk about 
our work days, work out logistics for the following days, clean, read, watch 
hysterical SNL skits, tidy up, and call it a day before we fade. On our days off 
together, we try to get a project done, then go see a movie (we are big movie 
fans). Sometimes there is a community event or church event. And there is 
always touching base with family! 
SL: What does a perfect summer day look like for you? 
CS: Beth and I both love summer! There is so much of summer to love! 
Recent wonderful memories include the most perfect 4th of July in Yale, Iowa, 
watching our niece and nephew compete in rodeo events. Another one is with 
the grandchildren, outside catching lightening bugs. But, my all-time perfect 
summer day is at the cottage—which has been in my family since 1955—on 
the bay at the Jersey Shore. Getting up early, walking, going to the beach, 
out in the boat, crabbing off the dock, cooking together with family, relaxing 
before and after dinner, then watching the stars come out after a lively crab 
feast on the porch, and falling asleep to the waves lapping up against the 
bulkhead is just my slice of heaven. 

...it is an act of 
great courage for 
an LGBT person 

to cross the 
threshold of any 
worship space.”

“
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