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Daniel Mare  is the Creative Director at a fragrance company,  
often mistaken for Tony Stark thanks to his expensive taste in 
all things and his inability to sugar-coat anything, except his 
quad-espresso. Loves free diving, parkour and going to the 
movies

Lenora Dannelke is an independent journalist who covers 
food, travel or anything fun. She lives in Old Allentown and 
loves a good Bloody Mary. She is owned by a 12-year-old 
rescued boxer named Scoobie  Look for her most Saturday 
afternoons at the Allentown Farmer’s Market.

Ellen Ritter is enjoying early retirement from her job as a 
Learning Consultant, which she did for 23 years. She uses this 
time to host karaoke and officiate flat track roller derby.

When Gary Gaugler, Jr isn’t saving the world at his office 
job, he enjoys writing his book series and playing video 
games.  His passions include cats, shenanigans, and weekend 
cocktails (though perhaps not in that order).  He resides in 
Allentown with his husband, Steve.

Rose Ellen and Clayton Moore own RCMoore Vintage 
shop in Bethlehem and Hellertown. Their son Matthew is 
currently running Yobo Bubble tea in Bethlehem.

In addition to her role at KingSpry law firm,  
Dorota Gasienica-Kozak is the chair of the Board 
of Governors for the Greater Lehigh Valley Chamber of 
Commerce and a member of the executive committee for the 
United Way of the Greater Lehigh Valley.

Corinne Goodwin serves as the Webmaster and social 
coordinator for Lehigh Valley Transgender Renaissance, a 
support group for transgender individuals that serves the 
Lehigh Valley and surrounding counties. After serving in 
executive capacities for Fortune 50 companies she started 
her own consulting firm in 2010. If you see her out and about 
be sure to say hello! 

Liz Bradbury is the Director of the Training Institute of the 
Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community Center and has been an 
activist since she ran an LGBT committee in grad school in 
1979. She’s written over 400 published articles on LGBT issues, 
and is the national award winning author of the lesbian 
detective novels: The Maggie Gale Mysteries. 
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Offering new ideas on modern wedding photography, 
Dustin Weiss offers an editorial approach to capturing 
weddings. Custom creativity is added to our photographs. 
Fine-tuning each image… Treating every photo, every 
moment, every memory like the wonderful work of art they 
are! 

SNEAK PEEK!

ON THE COVER:   Melissa Etheridge photographed by Tarina Doolittle
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Beth Goudy and Carol Stevens were religiously married 
in 2007 and legally married in 2009 in Beth’s home state of 
Iowa. They love movies, cooking and being spiritual nerds. 
Beth pastors Metropolitan Community Church of the Lehigh 
Valley. Carol is an OBGYN nurse at St. Luke’s University Health 
Network and is a certified Faith Community Nurse.
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Happy Holidays!
As the holidays approach we have much to 
be thankful for and much to be concerned 
about. In this issue Corinne interviews Trans 
people in the military and the challenges 
they face on a daily basis. RC Moore shares 
her son and family’s coming out experience. 
Ellen writes about the too little discussed 
topic of Pansexuality. We interview the bi-
racial, bi-generational couple Mark and 
Roberto. We shine a spotlight on LGBTQA 

Business Owners in and around the Lehigh 
Valley and tireless activist Adrian Shanker 

takes time out of his busy schedule to answer some questions. 
Author Sara Taylor discusses her new book, The Lauras with trans and 
questioning themes. Icon Melissa Etheridge talks about her new tour, 
her 2018 Cruise and being a cancer survivor. Liz interviews the always 
fabulous and hilarious Fay Jacobs. Len offers some festive holiday 
punch recipes. Biographer Ken Furtado discusses the life and art of 
George Quaintance. We offer some stocking stuffer ideas for those on 
your holiday list. Beth & Carol’s Perfectly Imperfect Holiday rounds out 
this hopefully informative and entertaining issue. We had a crazy fun 
time doing the Otters & Wolves & Bears photo shoot at our new friend, 
Sarah’s farmhouse. I mean, how can you not be entertained when this 
crew is involved?! Someone asked ‘where does an Otter end and a Wolf 
begin?’ Are there Polar, Panda, Grizzly and Koala Bears as a subset of the 
larger Bear population? And, after much light-hearted discussion and 
a little champagne, we realized again what we already knew; not many 
people fit neatly into these boxes and labels are for clothes and filing 
but not for people. 
Always feel free to contact me at lvgayjournal@gmail.com or 
thegayjournal.net
My very best to and your loved ones into and throughout the New Year!
Stephen Libby

www.SellingLVhomes.com

The FAMILY’S Favorite  
Real Estate Agent
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About:
Providing legal services to the LGBT community for over 25 years. 
Board Member and Officer of Pride GLV, Member of LGBT Business 
Council and Founding Contributor of Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT 
Community Center. As a gay man, Mark has first-hand knowledge 
of the challenges that face the LGBT community. He lives in the 
Lehigh Valley with his husband and son.

Services Provided:
• Pre & Post Nuptial Agreements
• Partition of Property & Equity Actions
• Divorce
• Custody
• Child & Spousal Support
• Child Custody & Visitation
• Wills, Powers of Attorney & Living Wills
• Adoption & Assisted Reproductive Technology Law
• Name Changes
• General LGBT Legal Issues

Mark B. Stanziola, Esq.
Attorney at Law

GARDNER LAW OFFICE 
740 Main Street | Bethlehem, PA 18018

mstanziola@gardnerlawyers.com

610.866.9529

Welcome to the Winter Issue of

Stephen Libby
Editor-in-Chief







Author, Journalist, World 
Traveler, Activist, wonderfully 

funny Comedian Fay Jacobs has 
been presenting her brilliant 
comedy show Aging Gracelessly: 
50 Shades of Fay for several years to 
audiences who rave and then come 
back for more. I caught up with 
Fay between getting back from the 
LGBT Expo at NYC’s at the Javits 
Center, where she was touting her 
beloved home base Rehoboth as a 
premier place for our community 
to spend vacations, and hitting the 
road for another show.

Liz Bradbury: Fay, you’ve done 
your show in very diverse venues, 
from an Olivia Cruise, to the 
Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Center, to 
the Saints and Sinner Conference 
in New Orleans, and you’ve done 
much smaller spaces too, tell us 
about that and what’s the most 
surprising space you’ve gigged?
Fay Jacobs: A group of gals and 
guys hired me to do the show 
around the swimming pool in a 
backyard in Vero Beach, FL. They 
rented a sound system, lights, 
the works! It was so much fun – 
but I was sitting very close to the 
pool and had to remember not to 
lean back!!! The most daunting 
venue was the Duplex in NYC on 
Christopher Street. First, of course 
that’s hallowed Stonewall ground, 
and secondly, there were photos 
on the wall of folks who’d played 
there: Streisand, Woody Allen, Joan 
Rivers….I was honored but scared! 
It turned out to be a great night.
LB: You’ve used your column in 
CAMP Rehoboth’s magazine as the 
basis for many of your books, and 
you’ve mined those for the great 
real-life and often wacky material 
you use in your show. When some 
life annoyance or problem pops 
up is your second reaction, well 
at least I can get a column out of 
this? And what’s the latest thing 
like that that’s come up?
FJ: Well, my motto is “nothing is 
so bad if it’s worth the story you 
can tell.” So yeah, sometimes when 
weird, annoying or even bad things 
happen my wife says “At least you’ll 
get a story out of it.” The last one was realizing how loud my wife 
and I have been turning up the TV volume. So, like adults, did we get 
hearing tests? No, we ordered those TV Ear devices from Amazon. 
It was hilarious, as we could now hear the TV, but with the things 
plugged in our ears, we could not hear each other. It turned into a 
column…
LB: What’s the funniest thing that’s happened during a show?
FJ: I use a giant martini glass (not empty) as a prop on a table beside 
me. For one show, it was set too close to the stool I was sitting on 
and I gestured with my arm and sent the glass and vodka flying and 

shattering on the stage. It turned 
into a five minute bit about not 
crying over spilled vodka and 
how many potatoes died for that 
moment. 
LB: You’ve performed in 
fundraisers for a lot of LGBT 
community organizations, is that 
a priority for you?
FJ: Absolutely. I love partnering 
with non-profits to help them 
raise money. They hire me to do 
the show and I keep my fee low so 
the majority of the money goes 
to the organizations. It’s why I 
do the show. I’ve done shows for 
Metropolitan Community Church, 
LGBT community centers, AIDS 
organizations, an LGBT resource 
center, and so much more. I’ve also 
done the show to benefit animal 
rescue organizations. I love helping 
these groups raise money.
LB: Do you write a column every 
week?
FJ: It’s every other week for LETTERS 
from CAMP Rehoboth (www.
camprehoboth.com) and monthly 
for Delaware Beach Life. These days 
humor seems more important than 
ever, mixed with LGBT advocacy. We 
all need to laugh more considering 
our political climate. Auuuggghhh!  
Enuf said?
LB: Tell us about your latest book.
FJ: It’s called Fried & Convicted and 
is available at Amazon.com and 
Bywaterbooks.com. I’m especially 
proud of this one, as I managed to 
find a lot of funny topics despite 
some very trying times personally 
and politically. I took on technology 
(Did you know there’s a Smart 
Bra?!), travel (I could write a whole 
essay about getting my butt onto a 
camel), aging gracelessly (we used 
to smoke joints, not replace them!) 
with a little LGBT history thrown in. 
It’s up for a couple of awards right 
now, so keep your fingers crossed.
LB: I like to ask everyone our age 
this: If you were a character in 
a 1960s sitcom, who would you 
probably be?  
FJ: 60s it would be Ann B. Davis 
as the housekeeper in The Brady 
Bunch but if you went for the 70s, 
it surely would be Bea Arthur as 

Maude.
LB: How can people contact you to arrange a show or find out 
where you’re appearing next?
FJ: Check out www.fayjacobs.com. I’d love to come to do a show to 
raise money wherever the LGBT community needs it!

THE 
Fabulous
FAY 
JACOBS

Interview by Liz Bradbury
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The Ten Tenors
Christmas

Thu., Dec. 7 - 7:30 PM - $47/$42
Sponsored by Morningstar Living and News Radio 790 WAEB

Fri., Jan. 19 - 7:30 PM & 
Sat. Jan. 20 - 2 PM & 7:30 PM - $62/$55

Sponsored byHotel Bethlehem, Strahman Valves, 
RCN, lehighvalleylive.com + The Express-Times

The Morning Call, 69 WFMZ-TV, B104
and Norris McLaughlin & Marcus

Butz Celebrates Broadway Performance Series
Family series sponsored by Capital BlueCross

20th Anniversary Tour
Wed., April 11 & Thu., April 12

7:30 PM - $65/$59 Mature Audiences
Sponsored by Bazzini, 100.7 WLEV 

and The Morning Call
Butz Celebrates Broadway Performance Series

Cabaret
Sun., March 11 - 7 PM - $66/$59

Mature Audiences
Sponsored by Edible Arrangements and

lehighvalleylive.com+The Express-Times

Visit www.statetheatre.org 
for full season schedule!

453 Northampton St., Easton, PA  
610-252-3132 � 1-800-999-STATE

nobody does
it  better!



New and 
necessary

susanbellajewelry.com   |   610.434.8001
  1746 West Allen Street, Allentown

TM

DECEMBER 1-16 FEBRUARY 9-25* MAY 4-20* APRIL 5-7*
Rock of Ages 

Prelude to 
a Kiss 

Shrek The Musical JR

* shows that will be held at 
Cedar Crest College Alumnae Hall Auditorium



only one working at the state level. Of course, my proudest professional 
accomplishment was opening Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community Center. 
Our community needed and deserved a community center, and opening 
the center was a dream come true.
SL: How, if at all, does being Jewish factor into your sexual orientation?
AS: Intersectionality scholar Lisa Bowleg says that “once you’ve blended the 
cake, you can’t take the parts back to the main ingredients.” My Jewish and 
Queer identities are inextricably linked. The story of Jonathan and David 
provide a clear example of queer male love in the text, for example, after 
Jonathan died, David declared that he loved Jonathan more than he ever 
loved a woman. As a Reconstructionist Jew, I know my Queerness is an 
essential component of my Jewish practice, and it informs how I engage as 
a Queer person in America. I should mention that I’m also an athiest. I don’t 
believe in miracles, but I do believe in acts of loving kindness.
SL: Where is the LGBT population headed under this administration?
AS: Bluntly, we’re headed backwards. After eight years of progress for 
LGBT rights, the hard fought victories we won are at risk. President Trump 
has already rescinded protections for Trans youth in public schools, 
rescinded open service for Trans people in the military, and removed LGBT 
demographic questions from Federal surveys. We must stay vigilant to 
resist this trajectory. 

Stephen Libby: Give us a little background of what life was like growing 
up? When was the first time you heard the word gay and how did it 
make you feel? 
Adrian Shanker: I feel blessed to have been raised in a family of activists. 
My mom has always been passionate about nature. Every fall we would 
collect fallen leaves and laminate them to make placemats, this was one of 
the ways my mom taught me to love the earth. My mom took me with her 
to vote in 1992 and explained why she was voting for Bill Clinton, she even 
let me pull the lever. Bedtime stories as a kid often included stories from 
my dad about the time he spent a night in jail after protesting Indian Point 
Nuclear Power Plant, and the time my grandfather spent Christmas in jail 
for leading the NYC teachers out on strike. We had family discussions about 
Magic Johnson’s HIV diagnosis and Keith Haring’s Crack is Whack billboard 
in New York. Growing up in a family like mine meant understanding that 
all people, and the earth, deserve dignity and our respect. The first time I 
recall hearing the word “gay” was when my mom came out to me and my 
brother when I was seven. I was more upset by my parent’s divorce than 
about her being gay -- in fact, I don’t think that part phased me at all. I even 
remember asking my dad why he wasn’t going to marry a man since my 
mom was going to marry a woman.
SL: How old were you when you came out? How did your family and 
friends react?
AS: I had experienced bullying throughout middle school for having 
lesbian moms, so when I came out to a group of friends in 2002 when I 
was on a summer canoeing trip in Canada, I was surprised at how none of 
them cared. at. all. Telling my mom was easy, the rest of the family followed. 
In 2006 I interned for Gender Public Advocacy Coalition, under the 
leadership of one of my earliest queer role models, Riki Wilchins. I spent 
a day advocating for members of congress to include a non-discrimination 
policy for their own staff. One of my meetings was with notoriously anti-gay 
Senator Rick Santorum, who to my surprise signed the pledge and took a 
photo with me. The media was all over this, and I realized I hadn’t come out 
to my entire family, so I sent a mass email to let them know. Everyone was 
supportive, but some were upset I told them in such an impersonal way. I’ve 
always felt lucky to have a family who embraces me not just as a gay man but 
as a queer activist. 
SL: At what age did you decide you wanted to be an activist? Who were 
the people who inspired you then? 
AS: I came out as an activist and a vegetarian at the same time. We were 
going to stop Bush’s war against Iraq, end the death penalty, boot Bush 
from office, and win marriage equality at. the. same. time. We didn’t. But I 
learned a lot about activism from those high school days. One of my earliest 
activist moments was on March 19, 2003, the day the U.S. invaded Iraq. I led 
a sit-in during 4th period. 150 of my peers (and one teacher) joined me in 
skipping class and sitting silently in the front of the high school to say no to 
Bush’s war. That same year, I co-founded the gay-straight alliance in my high 
school, which was my first real act of LGBT organizing.
SL: What was your first act of activism? What accomplishment(s) are 
you most proud of ? 
AS: The first policy change I worked on was during my first semester at 
Muhlenberg College when I asked to meet with President Randy Helm to 
add gender identity into their non-discrimination policy, six weeks later 
the Board of Trustees had made the change. I continued my college activism 
with a campaign for gender neutral housing, that took a bit longer, but it 
was successful as well. I then worked to pass domestic partner benefit 
ordinances in Allentown and Easton and a non-discrimination law in 
Bethlehem - all three passed within one year. I was really proud to be elected 
President of the Board of Equality Pennsylvania later that summer (2011) 
and I held that position for three years. Among my proudest moments 
during that time was when I was asked to speak from the Lincoln Memorial 
during the 50th anniversary of the March on Washington: The National 
Action To Realize The Dream. I was one of just six LGBT speakers, and the 

Community Leader Adrian Shanker
Interview by Stephen Libby

Photo contributed by Mr Shanker
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1 2  N O R T H  S E V E N T H  S T  /  A L L E N T O W N  /  T H E D I M E A L L E N T O W N . C O M

COME EARLY, STAY LATE.
NO WAIT.

The swankiest spot in downtown Allentown.
Now you can get VIP ENTRY to all

PPL Center events, games & concerts through
The Dime at the Renaissance® Allentown Hotel.  



well...he seems okay
seems okay

there, problem solved

I am a Mother of a Beautiful Boy
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Are 
you kidding me?

he could stab me with it

13
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PROFILES IN COURAGE:
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Bryan Fram with US Rep 
Bordallo and the Obamas
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More Information on Jack & Phil
From the heart and soul of the writers at KeyLuv Productions comes 
a theatrical experience sure to give you all you want and need from a 
stage play! Its name is “Jack & Phil”! A dramatic comedy rooted in the 
family dynamic showcasing love, laughter, joy and sadness and posing 
the question...”If you found yourself in a similar situation or mirrored 
circumstances, what would you do?”  Its intriguing storyline calls to 
question situations shared by us all and our stances on acceptance and 
love when things may contradict a personal moral viewpoint especially 
when offered to us by those closest to us.  With the understanding that 
certain topics are sensitive and may even be considered taboo in certain 
households, “Jack & Phil” is designed to serve its viewers food for thought 
and offer a different perspective! 
Can you truly say you love someone totally in spite of anything if your love 
comes with conditions? Can your loved ones truly count on you when life 
counts them out? Leaving the ultimate question to be answered...”How 

strong is your family bond and can it be broken when it’s tested and 
strained?” 
The cast delivers an amazing performance filled with perfect comedic 
punch lines, tear jerking and heart wrenching interaction with one 
another coupled with the performance of the toe tapping, finger popping 
show tunes and soul stirring songs...”Jack & Phil” is sure to leave its 
audience wanting more! 
“Jack & Phil” is constructed to entertain but it will most certainly draw 
you into its world! By the end it’s a Guarantee that you will be satisfied 
with the time you’ve spent here at the Allentown Symphony Hall! 
You will laugh, cry and your hunger for wonderful theatre will be satiated! 
From the opening scene until the closing curtain “Jack & Phil” will be 
the stage play you remember always and share with family and friends. 
Bringing them along the next time you come back for your second dose 
of entertainment allowing them to see, understand and experience the 
stage play you we’re raving about!
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For the George Michael Fan 
on Your List!  

A remastered version of George’s stunning 1996 MTV Unplugged performance is available 
as an album for the very first time as part of the deluxe box set, 2CD and digital editions. 
The concert took place at the Three Mills Island Studios in East London on Friday 11 
October, 1996 and featured George playing ten of his finest songs from the Wham!, Faith, 
Listen Without Prejudice Vol.1 (Freedom ’90) and Older eras in an intimate setting. Also, 
currently on Showtime, ‘George Michael: Freedom’ tells the gripping, dramatic story of 
the making of Listen Without Prejudice Vol 1, the court case which followed and George’s 
personal struggle and pain as he loses (his partner) Anselmo. George Michael was working 
on George Michael: Freedom up right until Christmas 2016 and it is his final work.





Your Marriage May Be 
Equal, But Here’s Why 

You Still Need to Protect 
Your Parental Rights

By Dorota Gasienica-Kozak, Chair, KingSpry Adoption/
Assisted Reproductive Technology Law Practice Group

    
 As an attorney working to help individuals form their families every day, 
I am often asked whether adoption is still necessary for same-sex married 
couples who use assisted reproduction to have a child, especially in the 
wake of the Supreme Court ruling in favor of nationwide equality for mar-
riage and the marital presumption afforded to married couples. In Penn-
sylvania, the answer is still yes, as Pennsylvania law is still uncertain in 
this area and its application is yet to be fully determined. 
     On June 26, 2015, the Supreme Court of the United States declared that 
same-sex marriage is a fundamental nationwide right.  The Court ruled 
that the 14th Amendment protects same-sex marriage and requires a State 
to license a marriage between two people of the same sex, and further, 
to recognize a marriage between two people of the same sex when their 
marriage was lawfully licensed and performed out-of-state. 
     In Pennsylvania, a child born to an intact marriage is presumed to be 
the child of the spouse to preserve the family unit and such presumption 
can only be rebutted under very limited exceptions. 
     Although same-sex marriage is now recognized in Pennsylvania, the 
courts have yet to determine if same-sex parents may now be able to ap-
ply Pennsylvania established law in these instances to assert parentage of 
their children through marriage by the marital presumption of a child 
born or conceived during the course of a marriage when a spouse is not 
the genetic parent of the child.  That is just Pennsylvania.  What if you 
move to another state or country?  How will you be recognized as the par-
ent to your child?  How can you ensure your legal rights to your child?
     Historically, second-parent adoptions, the adoption of a child by the 
unmarried partner of a biological parent with the biological parent not 
losing or terminating parental rights, were available for same-sex parents 
in Pennsylvania to create a legal parent and child relationship with the 
second parent subject to full, faith and credit from other jurisdictions, 
bringing with it rights and benefits such as inheritance, physical and le-
gal custody, child support entitlement and much more.
     Now, as a result of marriage equality, for same-sex couples who are mar-
ried, both the biological mother and spouse are placed on the child’s birth 
certificate or it is accomplished by a pre-birth order for an Intended Fa-
ther. However, as the birth certificate is only an administrative document, 
it is not enough to ensure parental rights and still requires the necessity 
of a step-parent adoption for full protection. In this instance, a step-par-
ent adoption is filed instead of second-parent adoption as Pennsylvania 
permits a parent to adopt their spouses’ child and in most counties do 
not require the necessity of home studies and other burdensome require-
ments in adoptions. Although in most instances, you were still required 
to obtain criminal background checks, verification from the sperm bank 
of an anonymous donation and waiver of parental rights and duties with 
respect to the child, an Affidavit from the fertility clinic confirm the in 
vitro fertilization procedure, and consents by the intended parents to the 
adoption.    
     Further, this adoption will be recognized in every State regardless of 
whether the State would have allowed the adoption to be completed 
within its borders. The step-parent adoption creates a legal parent/child 
relationship with the other parent and while many States may not rec-
ognize a parent/child relationship that is based on a birth certificate or 

same-sex marriage alone, every State must recognize an adoption decree 
and provide it with full, faith and credit providing you with the protec-
tion you need for the future. 
     Therefore, the best approach for married same-sex couples is to proceed 
with a step-parent and second-parent adoption for unmarried same sex 
couples to ensure their parental rights to the child in Pennsylvania. An 
adoption also provides an additional safety net to ensure full, faith and 
credit by other States and Countries of your legal rights under an Adop-
tion Decree, as we cannot just rely upon the application of the marital 
presumption or birth certificate alone for same-sex couples. This is also 
due to the fact that marital presumption is applied differently to same-
sex couples by many states and in some states the marital presumption is 
automatically rebutted by proof of genetic non-parentage. Further, there 
is still the issue of non-recognition internationally. Therefore, couples in 
same-sex relationships cannot afford to rely on the marital presumption 
laws or a birth certificate for full protection of their parental rights, not 
now and not in the foreseeable future. 
     To eliminate all risks as they continue to exist with ongoing state-gov-
erned parentage, which has too many variables to be relied upon, the rec-
ommendation continues to be to proceed with an adoption to ensure full 
protection of your parental rights in the future.
     In any case, it is recommended that as these issues are evolving in the 
courts, same-sex parents should seek the advice of a knowledgeable fam-
ily/ART attorney to help them determine the best cause of action under 
the law for their family.

PRIDE OF THE GREATER 
LEHIGH VALLEY UPDATE 
By Shawn Bausher

Pride of the Greater Lehigh Valley has been in existence for over 25 
years. I became involved in Pride as a volunteer for the Pride in the 
Park festival in 2002.  After being a volunteer, I became President of 

the organization in November, 2005. For me, this was unexpected as I was 
not looking to lead an organization. However, for various reasons, Pride 
of the Greater Lehigh Valley was without a leader and financially unsta-
ble.  It was on the brink of dissolution. With hard work and a dedicated 
board of directors, Pride GLV increased its visibility and partnerships in 
the Lehigh Valley. Through the years, Pride has had 24 Pride in the Park 
festivals, annual Oscar parties and many other fundraisers.  As our Board 
of Directors considered the upcoming 25th anniversary of Pride in the 
Park, we wanted to be sure the festival could continue well into the fu-
ture.  Pride is run by volunteers and the festival has a lot of potential to 
grow even more than it has in recent years.  Without full time staff and 
resources dedicated to this event, it would be impossible for the festival 
to continue in the coming years.  It was because of this that Pride of the 
Greater Lehigh Valley met with Adrian Shanker from Bradbury-Sullivan 
LGBT Community Center to discuss a merger.  The Pride board felt that 
Bradbury-Sullivan was most consistent with the mission of Pride and was 
also committed to the success of the festival. In addition, Bradbury-Sulli-
van has the professional staff to plan and support the festival along with 
a large volunteer base and multiple resources.  I am personally thankful 
to Bradbury-Sullivan for their willingness to take on the Pride in the Park 
festival and to continue the mission of Pride of the Greater Lehigh Valley 
for our community.
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Otters & Wolves & Bears! Oh, My!

While at The Stonewall one night a couple of guys approached me 
about featuring bears in a photo shoot. The call out on facebook 
seemed to cause some confusion (“I never know what I am in 

terms of these things”). I researched “bears in the gay community” and 
it seems bears have evolved from the 1970’s fairly exclusive masculine 
muscular hairy man to include just larger hairy men in general. Some 
guys didn’t know if they were otters (is there a hair limit?), a wolf (is there 
a hair requirement?), a cub (is there an age limit?), a cougar (is there a 
gender requirement?) To settle this once and for all, we invited some guys 

to join us for pizza (too much) and champagne (not enough) at our friend 
Sarah’s farm house to discuss. Similar to fb, this group’s consensus was 
‘the majority do not fit neatly into these boxes.’ Another world problem 
solved! Luckily, Nehemias was on hand to do hair and make-up and 
Dustin brought his camera to document the whole thing. (SL)
Models: Don McCord, Lane McCord, David Borden, Jackson Vieira de 
Freitas, Benjamin Jackson, Jarod Moody
Hair & Makeup: Nehemias Nunez from The Salon
Photography: Dustin Weiss
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King, Spry, Herman, Freund & Faul LLC
One West Broad Street Suite 700 
Bethlehem, PA 18018

KingSpry
Attorneys and Counselors at law

LGBT BUSINESS 
SUMMIT

Featuring keynote speaker Eric Alva, first Marine seriously 
injured in the Iraq war, who stood next to President Obama as he 

signed the Don't Ask Don't Tell Repeal Act of 2010. 

Save the Date!
March 6th 2018 

Moravian College 
9AM-2PM



Quite a few years ago, I was the Assistant Stage Manager for the Theatre 
Outlet’s production of Bat Boy: The Musical.  It’s a complicated tale of family 
dynamics, genetic impossibility, and a town gone insane.  The show keeps 
the audience guessing as all kinds of wacky things happen. It was written 
based loosely on the premise of the Weekly World News tabloid’s stories 
about a half human/half bat creature.  Bat Boy is found in a cave, and his 
emergence into the world above is 90 minutes of pure musical absurdity 
as he struggles to fit in, and become what he most wants in the world: 
human. I won’t spoil the show for you here (but I will say see it if you ever 
can), but somewhere in the second act, just when the audience has gotten 
used to the story and has settled into a comfortable place with all of the 
uncomfortable things that are happening to the main character, one of 
the most bizarre things I have ever seen in a show happens. 
     At the initial table read for this play, I was tasked with reading the 
stage directions. I got to say, “Enter: the god, Pan”. There was a pause as 
everyone in the room blinked in disbelief. What did I just read? Can that 
be the actual thing that needs to happen on stage? Pan? Really? Nervous 
laughter ensued and we continued to read the play. Yup, that wasn’t a 
typo. Shit was about to get even more surreal on stage!
     At that time in my life, I had just left my husband of 10 years. We had 
met in college, and things just weren’t working out, on an epic scale. Our 
divorce was final, and although I was confident in my decision, being 
single was not something I was looking forward to. I had friends and family 
supporting me, a great career, and theatre to distract me from the changes 
in my life. The last thing I was looking for was another relationship. The 
last thing I was thinking about was love.
Enter: the god, Pan. 
     She and I had been friends for several years. She was a lesbian, and I, 
who identified as straight, had only dated guys. It was common for all of 
the Outlet folks to flirt and tease, like one does with close friends. During 
a production of The Laramie Project, her flirting took a more earnest turn 
and I was intrigued. I was tempted. I was open to the experience. I was 
playing a lesbian character in the play, so it was “research”. I fell in love. 
We moved in together. It was unexpected and strange and wonderful to 
me. I saw myself as a person in love, and that was all that mattered to me.
     Telling my family, friends and co-workers that I was with a woman was 
an interesting experience. I heard over and over again, “Oh, that’s why 
your marriage failed! You’re gay!”  I would shrug and said, “Yeah, I guess 
so”, but that label never quite felt right.  Or the less helpful people in my 
life would say something like, “It’s a phase, why not try something new?” 
That relationship lasted 13 years. I’m pretty sure it wasn’t a phase. I had 
now been married twice and in long term relationships with a man and 
a woman.
     For a while, I decided I was bisexual. After all, I had now been in sexual 
and emotional relationships with both genders, so that must be it! But 
that label never felt quite right, either. Before her, I wasn’t really interested 
in dating a woman. I wouldn’t say I was disinterested in the idea, I guess I 
just never met a woman I wanted to date. 
     It wasn’t until recently that the term “pansexual” came into my 
vocabulary. I was writing a training program for work about sexual 
orientation, and it was finally a label that felt like it fit. I started to use it 
when I was asked about my orientation. It felt good to have this accurate 
label, but I found myself having to explain what it means, as it isn’t a 
term that seems to come up a lot in LGBTQA circles. After all, words have 
power, and it is important that we choose and use them wisely. Labels 
are extremely useful for things like clothing, cleaning products, and 
foodstuffs, but they can sometimes hurt when applied to people. 
     There seems to be a lot of debate about the differences between 
bisexuality and pansexuality. There are several good articles out there, 

and one can go down a rather deep rabbit hole reading all about it. Allow 
me to simplify it for you: the dictionary defines bisexuality as “being 
attracted to both sexes” and pansexuality as “being attracted to all sexes” 
with regard to sexual attraction and affection. Since I have come to believe 
that gender is an extremely fluid concept, “all sexes” hit a chord with me.
     The Greek god Pan was half human, half goat. He was worshipped in 
nature’s meadows, forests, and caves, not in formal temples. He was the 
god of shepherds and hunters and rustic music. There is some scholarly 
debate about which god and goddess sired him, so he’s mysterious. He was 
constantly chasing nymphs but frequently rejected because he was kind 
of ugly and frightening. Several of the nymphs who rejected his affections 
were promptly turned into inanimate objects, including the reeds that he 
used to fashion his flute. He was most definitely a misunderstood deity. 
It’s no surprise that one of the most misunderstood and least used labels 
about human sexuality is derived from his name!
     Whenever I have this conversation with someone, I tell them that for 
me, I fall in love with the person; their body is just biology, and sexual 
relations with a body that I am feeling connected to on one or more levels 
is really just biology. Nature takes its course, and that is a wonderful and 
fun thing between consenting adults.
     It means that in a way, a person who identifies as pansexual doesn’t 
really “see” gender. They see someone that they like or even love, and they 
take it from there. In our gender binary, heteronormative society, this 
is a strange concept. We need to break down the walls of this ingrained 
thought process by claiming the “other” labels and educating ourselves 
one person at a time. I like to think that Pan would approve.
    So what does it mean to be a single, pansexual adult in 2017? Dating is 
the most challenging part of my life at the moment. I’m 47 and have spent 
the majority of my adult life in long term relationships. I never would 
have imagined myself in this place at this stage of the game. But, here I 
am. Simply put, I love who I love.
Enter: the god, Pan.
     The last time I was single, online dating wasn’t really a thing. Diving 
head first into the dating world, I decided to give it a try. At first I was a bit 
dubious about the whole thing. I wanted to find a site that represented 
me and supported who I was. Like everyone else in the same situation, I 
had to distill myself into a short but interesting few paragraphs. What box 
would I check in the “preference” section?
     I was pleasantly surprised to see that “pansexual” was actually a choice 
when filling out a profile on some of the sites. I have discovered that this 
sometimes opens up a conversation (frequently fraught and confusing) 
and sometimes means instant rejection (weeding out the weaklings). 
Either way, I find myself explaining what this word means over and over 
again. It’s a little exhausting! Of course, if you’re reading this magazine, I 
don’t have to tell you what coming out over and over again is like!
     People don’t quite get it. I could identify as “straight” because I want 
to date men at the moment and I am cisfemale, or “bisexual” because I 
don’t want to limit my dating options, but both of those choices feels 
slightly dishonest. And I’m all about honesty, especially when it comes 
to relationships. If things progress beyond a coffee date, the topic of 
my marriages is bound to come up. This leads to discussion of the label, 
and the fact the sexual orientation is different and separate from gender 
identity. Sometimes this goes well, and other times it means no second 
date. Putting that label out front, for better or for worse, seems like the 
way to go. Maybe dating is a topic for another article.
     If Bat Boy: The Musical has taught me any lesson, it’s found in the last 
lyric of the show, “Know your Bat Boy/Love your Bat Boy/Don’t deny your 
beast inside!” If you need me, I’ll be playing my pan flute in a meadow 
somewhere, chasing nymphs and hoping for the best!

Pansexuality
By Ellen Ritter
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Stephen Libby: So, a little background. How did you two meet and what had you 
been doing prior to meeting each other? (what were you doing for work, where 
were you living, recreational activities, relationships prior to meeting)
Mark: I had recently transferred back to NY after having worked in Brazil for 15 
years.  Roberto contacted me on a Yahoo chat room (remember those) and started 
talking to me.  He was not out and only talked with “gringos” because he was afraid 
to be outed by Brazilians if he talked to them.  He was taken aback when I started 
responding to him in Portuguese.  We continued to chat and that year I returned 
to Brazil for the end of year holidays and still had a place outside of Sao Paulo.  I 
invited him down after Christmas and that is when we finally met in person.  At the 
time we met I was casually seeing someone else, and to be honest with you, because 
of the age difference, there are 27 years difference between Roberto and myself I 
didn’t think that this would work out.  But it did, almost 15 years together and seven 
years married. I was still working for the same company that I worked for when 
I was in Brazil, only in the United 
States.  I was living in an apartment 
in Hell’s Kitchen that I bought with 
my former partner in 1987.  We 
had been together since 1976 and 
when I moved to Brazil in 1987 he 
stayed in NY to open his business, 
a restaurant called Revolution in 
NYC. He succumbed to AIDS in 1996, 
just when the cocktail was being 
released. My main recreational 
activity was drinking, which is a 
whole other chapter in my life, that I 
am happy to say is behind me.  Over 
12 years sober now and thankful for 
everyday.
Roberto: I lived in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, at my parents’ house. I was 
still in College, teaching French 
and Portuguese and working as an 
International phone operator prior 
to meeting Mark.  We met on the 
Internet. It was the beginning of the 
webcams and that day I wanted to 
chat to someone that was showing 
the face. As I wasn’t out yet, I would 
only go to international chat 
rooms to avoid the risk of meeting 
someone close to me. After chatting 
for some time, I told him I was from 
Brazil and he started replying in 
Portuguese. I was so scared that I stopped chatting with him for some time. His 
Portuguese was so good that I just could not believe that he was American and that 
he was 4 thousand miles away from me. And he looked very latino to me on the cam 
as the image quality was not really good then. After some weeks, I started chatting 
with him every day for more than a year until the day we decided to meet. We would 
also call each other often. We met in person on December 27th 2013. I spent a couple 
of days with him and I really didn’t believe we’d be together: I was very religious 
and there was a lot of guilt inside me and the difference of age and his style of life 
scared me. The trip to meet Mark meant coming out to my family. My sister wanted 
my parents to expel me. My mother was very supportive at that moment, but later 
would always come up with “God will cure you” conversations. And my father, who 
I thought would be the most difficult one to deal with just accepted me as I was and 
acted like nothing had changed at all.
We moved in together in August 2005 and got married in 2010. 
My main recreational activities haven’t changed so much: theater, movies, music, 
dance, and museums.
SL: What attracted you to each other? What were the biggest challenges once you 
decided “this is it”? What are the strengths? What do you each bring to “the party”?
Mark: I was attracted to Roberto both physically and mentally the first time we met.  
He is a very handsome man, but even more so, one of the most intelligent people 
that I have ever met.  He is fluent in four languages and conversant in a fifth.  I 
struggle with English and Portuguese.  At 33 he decided to start all over again and in 
December graduated with a degree in Veterinary Medicine in Brazil.  
Roberto: The first thing I can say about Mark is that he is so gentle and nice that it is 
impossible for anyone not to fall in love with him. Besides this, he is an intelligent 
man, but not in an academic way, and his sense of humor is just fantastic. I can add 

that I normally don’t feel attracted to younger guys, so it was just natural to fall for 
this handsome man I would see everyday on my computer screen. I was “married” 
to him even before we met personally. He was God’s promise made true in my life.
Mark: The biggest challenges that I saw were that I had “been there, done that” 
and he was just coming out of the closet.  I felt that I would be a burden on him 
enjoying his homosexuality.  But that hasn’t happened.  We have worked through 
our differences and like any couple have our spats, jealousies and differences, but 
what we have together is stronger than any of those things.
Roberto: I knew he was the man even before I met him personally. I was not sure 
that he felt the same way, though. I was never in a relationship before Mark and 
we were different in many ways. The first big challenge for me was when he told 
me he was HIV positive. All of the friends I talked to told me to forget him and find 
someone else. I just decided that I would not waste the feelings I had for him and 
kept our long distance relationship. Then, there were minor challenges that were 

not really related to us, but to how 
society perceived and perceives 
our relationship.
Mark: I bring a sense of maturity 
to the game.  I am stable, loving, 
supporting and critical.  I can call 
him out, as he does me, and we 
don’t lose respect for each other.  
We are best of friends, which helps 
in any relationships.  We both have 
common and individual interests 
and friends, which I believe is 
extremely important.  No one in 
a relationship should lose their 
individuality, that is what makes 
things interesting.
Roberto: The strength of our 
relationship lies on the mutual 
respect and the friendship we 
have. I don’t know what I bring 
to the relationship. I really never 
thought about it. I just know that 
the love, the admiration and the 
respect we have for each other are 
the reasons why we are together.
SL: How did your families/friends 
react to the gay relationship, the 
age difference, being interracial? 
Mark: This was the major 
difference.  I have been out to 
my family since I was in my 

mid-twenties, so it was no big deal.  They were accepting, since we have a family 
philosophy that “to each his own”.  Neither being gay, the age difference or being 
interracial made a big difference to them.  We are all irreverent and Irish, so you 
need to understand that.  Roberto’s family was different and I will let him talk 
about how that started and developed.
Roberto: My mom took some time to accept the gay relationship. She always said 
that I would become a pastor and have a wife and kids and believe in God curing 
me (delivering me) from being gay. Until one day, she just forgot all about that and 
introduced Mark as her son in law at our nephew’s fourth birthday party. To me 
that was huge. My father kept the same and accepted our relationship since the 
beginning. And Mark is to him a son.
Being an interracial couple wasn’t a big problem in my family. My parents are 
in an interracial relationship. And after I came out, I evolved to not really care 
about people’s opinions on these types of issues. People’s prejudices stop us from 
moving forward. I try not to use the racism, homophobia and xenophobia cards to 
justify anything that happens in my life. That doesn’t mean I don’t recognize when 
prejudice is present.
SL: Describe your perfect day together? What are the things you prefer to do on 
your own? 
Roberto: Any day is just perfect when I’m with Mark. We don’t have to do anything 
special or different. It just feels great knowing that he is there for me and that I am 
there for him.
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Mercantile Home is a community centered, creative lifestyle brand 
created by artist/husbands Ken Jones Jr. and Ron Morris. From their 

downtown studio in Easton, Pennsylvania, Jones and Morris design and 
produce artful personal and home accessories utilizing new, organic, 
and recycled materials. The walls of this popular retail shop and studio 
are lined with hand poured soy candles, brightly colored ceramic 
squirrels, limited edition art pillows, quirky jewelry, silk screened art 
prints, unique fashion pieces, and hand collaged stationery, just to 
name a few. With the assistance of a team of skilled crafters who are 
trained in specific techniques at Mercantile, this unique retail space 
is always buzzing with the sights and sounds of creation. Along with 
the fun, artful assortment of items to buy, there are also fun activities 
to enjoy as well. Monthly Mercantile Home-Ec Classes are conducted 
where you can learn new crafting techniques or create a project with 
friends. Community Art Projects are regularly organized for visitors and 
community members, and demonstrations are always underway. Ken 
and Ron have recently launched a Mobile Mercantile which tours the 
country setting up Make. Believe. Outposts in surprise locations for one 
week at a time bringing their trademark brand of artistic community 
connection to an ever growing audience. Celebrating 10 years in the 
Lehigh Valley, Mercantile Home continues to grow in popularity not only 
as a retail shop but as a one-of-a-kind creative experience. Stop by and see 
what they’re making at Mercantile today... you won’t be disappointed!  

Photo credit: Jamie Cabreza

Ron Morris & Ken Jones, Jr from Mercantile Home

Spotlight on 
LGBTQA

Business Owners 
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Looking for a unique accessory to express your style?  Like many of the Lehigh Valley’s 
residents, discover the gem that is Susan Bella Jewelry.  Susan’s welcoming shop - where 
the consumers’ experience is her priority - is located on the West End of Allentown.  The 
cozy showroom is always packed with unique jewelry you won’t find everywhere else in 
the Valley.  Whether people are shopping for themselves or for a gift, they are sure to walk 
out smiling!  Susan Bella Jewelry has been voted the ‘Best Place to Buy Fine Jewelry’  and 
‘Best Jeweler’ for three consecutive years.  Perhaps it’s because their team strives to exceed 
expectations and focuses on building relationships with their clients... not just sell jewelry.  
Or because Susan hand selects every unique item in her store and it all goes through a 
strict quality control process so clients can be sure that they are not only getting top notch 
style, but also top quality.  They are a full-service jewelry store, offering genuine sales advice 
from ‘The Bella Team’, and expert on-site repairs by their 33-year master jeweler, Phil.  Susan 
Bella Jewelry is also where to go for a fabulous custom design!  For a unique experience, 
schedule an appointment to have Susan custom design a one-of-a-kind piece of jewelry 
for you.  During a consultation, Susan asks questions to get to know her clients better to 
truly create personal, heartfelt designs that both fit their lifestyle and tell their story.  She 
tries to incorporate as much sentiment into her custom designs as possible, particularly 
while re-designing heirloom pieces... her specialty.  To accommodate clients and changing 
fashion, Susan Bella Jewelry has a wish list program.  The Bella Family invites all consumers  
to become part of their family.  They encourage you to work with a consultant to create a 
wish list containing pieces of jewelry in varied styles and price ranges they would love to 
own.  Buying jewelry should be fun and “The Bella Team” works hard to make each visit an 
enjoyable one! By the same token, the community and it’s well-being is also very important 
to Susan.  She believes in giving back and makes product donations for fundraising at 
events throughout the Lehigh Valley.  While she supports many organizations, the ones 
she is most passionate about benefit special needs children, the LGBT community, as well 
as animal rescue groups.  
These are just a few of the reasons that keep Susan’s clients returning time and time again.

American Hairlines was born In 1993 to Dave And Dru both business 
partners and lifetime soul mates. Our mission was and still is a 
relentless pursuit of beauty. We like to give people both a great place to 
work and our clients an environment that excites their senses beyond 
a hairstyle. The total package of you will. There are many places to get a 
good haircut but what sets us apart is how a client feels when they are in 
American Hairlines and how they feel about themselves when they are 
home. At the end of the day, as they say, means the world to us. 
     Throughout the years we have become a destination salon. People 
come from all over the world and tell us there is nothing like us 
anywhere and we are thrilled to hear that. What makes us unusual and 
memorable is that we are an entertainment based salon. American 
Hairlines has had visual decor changes 5 times a year or more since the 
inception and had never repeated a change. From simple steam line 
looks to over the top themes. We love to repurpose but never repeat. We 
are now going into our 25th year of business! ouch! 
     We also pride ourselves by offering the latest and greatest top of 
the line hair & makeup in the international marketplace. We search 
and cultivate the best talent in the industry by searching near and 
far. By offering Oribe and Aveda beauty products we also receive the 
best education for our stylists and clients. Not everyone was blessed 
with perfect hair so we also offer hair replacement services including 
hair systems, hair extensions and enhancements. Our spa services are 
magnificent and include skin care, nail care, and massage . 
     We also offer the latest fashion clothing and party gear for women(Sorry 
boys). Our partner in Popmart, (our in-house clothing store) Christi 
Garton searches the world for up to the minute and beyond global 
trend. Above all we offer lifestyle branding for discerning people. We 
think that’s what makes us a leader in the beauty industry.
We would like to thank all of the people both still with us and those that 
have moved on for our continued success and positive and beautiful 
future. 31
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Lewis Ecker & Nehemias Nunez 
from The Salon

Lewis Ecker founded The Salon in 1990. His husband 
Nehemias Nunez joined the team as Manager and 
Makeup Artist in 2011. They both have a passion for 
everything beautiful. They are motivated for their love 
of the beauty industry and their commitment to their 
team members and loyal clients. The Salon specializes 
in Balayage, Keratin Treatments, Precision Women’s and 
Men’s cuts, and expert Colorists. They are also known 
for their Specialty Blowouts. The Salon is proud to have 
a staff of accomplished hairdressers. Each member of 
this dream team has a minimum of 10 years experience. 
To experience this metropolitan hair studio here in the 
Valley, check out their website- 
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Ally Inger Olsen of 
Token & Wicked

Cutest shop ever! I opened Token about two years ago when I found out 
about a little storefront coming available right on the square in Easton. 
Token is a tiny treasure of a shop with positive vibes and a sassy attitude, 
sprinkled with jewelry, candles, books and small gifts. The shop has 
developed a reputation (happens to the best of us!) for having the best 
greeting cards. Just enough glitter, a dash of sass, a little sweet, a little 
salty...the occasional four letter word. Most, though not all, of Token’s 
wares come from small, independent makers. Etsy is a favorite resource of 
mine. I spend time trolling for things that grab my attention. From jewelry 
and tote bags to bath sugars and graphic prints, if I like it, I buy it and 
somehow, it comes together. Token’s tagline is SENTIMENT SYMBOLISM 
AND A LITTLE SNARK. It’s a shop with heart and a sense of humor.
Just up the hill from Token, sandwiched between Easton Yoga and Two 
Rivers Brewery is Token’s sister store, Wicked. Wicked’s focus is on 
specialty, small batch candles. All either veggie or soy wax. You won’t find 
any paraffin candles here. The fragrances are unique and undeniable...
Patchouli Ginger, Sweet Orange Pepper, an entrancing blend called 
Prayer Flag and my favorite, Bitter Orange and Lavender, a perennial best 
seller. Between the candles and candle holders, picture frames, rugs and 
Buddhas, Wicked is dusted with a laid back, classic rock vibe. There are 
books about and inspired by musicians and the music we love, framed 
original graphic prints of lyrics as well as photographs.  The current show 
stopper is a 4 foot by 4 foot print of the Beatles swimming pool photo 
from Time Magazine. Candles, buddhas and music...ROCK AND ROLL 
LOVE AND LIGHT- Tucked inside Wicked is Smallfire Gallery, curated by 
my sister, Randi Olsen-Pavlick. Inserting a gallery-no matter the size-into 
a retail space may seem an odd pairing to some...but here, in the Lehigh 
Valley, artwork is exhibited in a variety of settings. The intimate space that 
the gallery inhabits offers the visitor an opportunity to view the works as 
a close encounter, without crowding. Smallfire intends to feature work 
by local artists that may not have exhibited before, and to offer works and 
prints for sale that are affordable.   Variety and work that is compelling 
and not necessarily comfortable, maybe provocative, perhaps surprising. 
A little on edge. Just like me. Come see us!! We look forward to meeting 
you.

Token/Wicked: Both stores can be found 
in downtown Easton
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Diego Rosa from 
Rainbow Mountain Resort

Newly Renovated Rainbow Mountain Resort Serves It Up! 
Under new ownership since February, historic Rainbow Mountain 
Resort is undergoing major changes, returning the LGBTQ Poconos 
resort to its rightful place in the best of gay destination travel. Chic 
and cozy, the newly renovated restaurant is a restoration of the original 
lodge that’s both contemporary yet classic. The dining room and bar 
overlook the Olympic size pool and beautiful Pocono Mountains. Not 
to be overshadowed by the fabulous renovation, the food is the real star. 
Chef Brad’s new direction is fresh and innovative focusing on traditional 
American fare with an international twist. He returns to the mountain 10 
years later after graduating from Café Luna in Phoenixville, PA. The resort, 
with its multiple venues, is perfect for weddings, birthday or private 
party weekends. There’s a bevy of activities to keep you entertained from 
hiking the mountains to gay ski weekends, and don’t forget the holiday 
weekends. Halloween and New Year’s Eve are killer at Rainbow Mountain. 
Check it out soon! 

Jon Clark & Ron Susser from RE:find 
Furnishings, Gifts + Fine Art

     RE:find is a home furnishings store with a twist.  Ron has blended his background 
in luxury retail (most recently for Tiffany & Co.) with Jon’s quirky, high-end aesthetic 
from years of running Home & Planet in Bethlehem.  Together, we have created a truly 
special shopping destination.  From contemporary upholstered furniture to restored 
Chinese antiques, original fine art to vintage, antique or reclaimed and repurposed 
items, and well selected gifts for the most discerning buyers, RE:find has something 
for everyone.  Right now, we’re most excited about a contemporary pink (blush really) 
sofa sitting on a stunning pink and gray silk rug.  You really need to see!  Harking back 
to our Home & Planet days, our exclusive artists still use Bethlehem Steel I-beams, 
foundry patterns, or 200-year-old barnwood to create one of a kind display cabinets, 
dining tables and buffets; and the mix of home accessories and gifts, sold only by 
us in the Valley, includes brands like Simon Pearce, John Derian, Nest, Chilewich, 
Middle Kingdom and Mariposa. In addition to our retail store and art galleries, we 
offer interior design and art curation services for both residential and commercial 
projects.  We recently completed the interiors for the Strata East and Strata Symphony 
residential buildings in downtown Allentown.  And our fine art galleries feature local, 
as well as national and internationally recognized artists. On a personal note from 
the perspective of a gay business owning couple, one of the most important things 
we can do for our community is proudly acknowledge that we are a gay-owned and 
gay friendly business.  As business owners, our primary goal is to create a profitable 
and sustainable business.  But we have also found that doing something as seemingly 
simple as flying a Pride flag has many unintended, but ultimately very important, 
consequences.  We still remember the young guy coming in with his mother knowing 
he’d found a safe (and fabulous) place -- and being thanked by Mom for showing 
him he’s not alone…that there is a whole community out there that welcomes and 
supports him! RE:find is located at 27 N. 7th St, the Gallery on the Walk on the Arts 
Walk, and Gallery 724 at 724 Hamilton Street – all in downtown Allentown.  We are 
open Tuesday through Sunday. 

Follow us on Facebook or Instagram at “refindallentown”. 
Lots of plans for 2018, so watch out for some exciting news!

CHEF BRAD
 rainbowmountain.com
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Woosch Soaps and Lotions is a local gay-owned company owned by Chuck 
Woodbury and Jerry Schmidt. Here is their story. In 2003, Jerry’s mom 
was celebrating 5 years cancer-free, after a courageous fight with breast 
cancer. She was hosting a golf outing & luncheon to celebrate. She wanted 
a fun door prize for everyone who participated. Jerry saw his opportunity 
& offered to supply everyone with a bar of homemade soap. He made 
some large loaves, sliced them down and everyone left with a special 
memento. That was just the beginning. He started to make soap, all kinds, 
& any kind and even chose some friends & family members as testers and 
gave them samples of all the varieties he was making. Jerry and Chuck 
learned a lot that summer and from the start Chuck shared Jerry’s passion 
& enthusiasm for creating a better soap. In late summer 2003 they made 
the first Aloe Vera Bar and scented it with essential oil of lime. They were 
on vacation in Provincetown, MA and forgot to pack shaving cream, so 

Jerry used the Lime Aloe. He couldn’t believe the close, comfortable shave 
he got so he made made Chuck shave with it too, and he said, “This is it, we 
should just make aloe soaps, this stuff is great.” When they got home from 
that trip a friend had been using the same Lime Aloe soap in the shower. 
He couldn’t wait to tell them how much he liked it and also how sure he 
was they should be selling it. Woosch was born. Since that time Chuck 
and Jerry have created the best Glycerin-Aloe Vera Soap imaginable, the 
Ultra-Aloe Bar is truly amazing. Because Woosch uses only concentrated 
Organic Aloe Vera, more than four times more Aloe Vera can be added 
than was in the original recipe. While some soap makers add just a few 
drops of fragrance to each bar of soap, at Woosch we add a full 3.5ml of 
aromatherapy quality essential oils & fragrance oils to each Ultra-Aloe 
Bar. That means your soap will be just as fragrant at the end of the bar as 
it was when you first opened it. Our Ultra-Aloe Shower Gels, Liquid Hand 
Soaps & Lotions are made with the same organic aloe that we use in our 
soaps. All of our lotions are alcohol-free. These products were added to 
our line in 2007 & have become customer favorites. Our newest product is 
our Beard Oil made with organic Jojoba. Our southern Pocono Mountain 
location provides the perfect backdrop for our soap making. Much of the 
surrounding land is still farmed by the families who settled this area well 
over 200 years ago. We joined the Kunkletown community in 1992. We 
have felt at home here ever since. Some of the things we love most about 
being in this beautiful area are the clean air, amazing forests & abundant 
water — springs are everywhere, we have three on our property alone. Our 
water source is a spring that has supplied everyone who has lived in our 
house for over 150 years. 
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Jill & Kari Kirchgessner from 
Sweet Girlz Bakery 

Sweet Girlz Bakery is the valley’s sweetest LGBT owned and operated 
from scratch bakery. We are located in historic downtown Easton, just a 
few footsteps off of the circle.  Owners Jill and Kari Kirchgessner started 
Sweet Girlz Bakery in December 2011 as a way to take their home baking 
business to a commercial kitchen to reach even more customers. The 
original menu did not have cupcakes on it, but as the business grew 
more and more customers requested cupcakes, so we evolved and added 
over 50 flavors of cupcakes to our menu. Not only has our cupcake menu 
evolved over time, so has our special order menu, now including custom 
designed cakes and cookies.  We bake everything from cupcakes, cookies, 
cakes, custom cakes, cake pops, brownies, sticky buns and so much more! 
We specialize in custom creations as well as birthday occasion cakes. 
All cakes are made to order and decorated by one of our talented cake 
designers. Buttercream icing is our preferred icing for all of our design 
work, so your cake doesn’t just look great, it tastes great too! Sweet 
Girlz Bakery believes that everyone should be treated equally, no matter 
what. We are an honest, community oriented, from scratch bakery that 
supports all communities especially the LGBT community, as we are an 
intimate part of it. The bakery is not just a kitchen with ingredients, it’s 
a meeting place for folks to feel comfortable and safe, it’s a counselor’s 
chair, a waiting room, a gathering place, a cupcake spot but most 
importantly it’s a business that prides itself on every person that walks 
in the door is treated like family.  Sweet Girlz Bakery is celebrating our 6th

birthday on December 20th and is excited to embark on another year of 
bringing sweet creations to you and your loved ones. 

Chuck Woodbury & Jerry Schmidt of Woosch Soaps

 sweetgirlzpa.com

wssoap.com
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I spoke with Melissa recently while she was in Nashville working in a new 
album. We talked her upcoming concert tour, her message to young LGBT 
folk and love and life and what it all means. 
Stephen Libby: What can we expect from the new album?
Melissa Etheridge: You can expect rock and roll…you can expect when 
you put it on you go ‘that’s a Melissa Etheridge album’. I’m looking for 
that solid straight down the middle that’s what we love.
SL: So…anything political or topical?
ME: (laughs) Well, I can’t help but write from my personal point of view 
and I’d be lying if I said there wasn’t a lot of thought about our society 
and where we find ourselves and the choices we find ourselves in. Where I 
never wanted to be the one who preached or tell anyone what they should 

do, I don’t think that’s helpful at all, I hope that my work can be inspiring 
in these interesting times. 
SL: Will you be playing any of the new songs in Bethlehem?
ME: Probably not. I usually keep songs close to me until they’re done. 
SL: So, Bethlehem will be some greatest hits…
ME: November is the start of my holiday tour. I do a couple of songs from 
my new Thoughts For Christmas album. It’s not so Christmas-y as it is let’s 
start to think about peace on earth. And the greatest hits. Of course we 
have to Come to Window and I’m the Only One ourselves into the night. 
And then I like to throw things in that maybe some people haven’t seen or 
heard in awhile. I’ve always enjoyed playing Bethlehem.

Melissa Etheridge
Interview by Stephen Libby Photo by John Tsiavis
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SL: Tell me about The Melissa Etheridge Cruise in 2018.
ME: Oh yeah! Don’t you want to go on that! My favorite part is bringing 
some great music together. This time we’ve got Sarah McLachlan and 
other great artists which makes me super happy. It ends up being this 
great jam with lots of different folks. I had a better time last year than I 
thought I would.
SL: Does it offer guests to get to know you more on a personal level?
ME: Oh, lord, yeah!  Nothing like being trapped on a boat with me...
(laughs) I meet everyone. I take a picture with everyone. This time there 
will be 3000 of us. We’re going to the Caribbean and to Puerto Rice. We 
are setting it up with Habitat for Humanity so that we can, instead of just 
enjoying the beaches, do some work and help rebuild a part of Puerto 
Rico. 
SL: I interviewed you about 13 years ago when your greatest hits 
album came out. And we talked about you having recently gone to 
The Woods Campground. 
ME: (laughs heartily) Oh yeah. I remember that. Is that still there? 
SL: It is, and they are thriving. They’ve added acres and filming 
movies…
ME: Oh, those naked bears out there… That’s awesome! It was a really 
unique place. 
SL: What do you consider the highlight of your professional career?
ME: Huh…I have been so blessed with this wonderful 30 years of playing 
my music for people that still want to come see me. That’s pretty 

awesome that I don’t have to look back and say ‘oh I guess that’s over’.
SL: As a cancer survivor what words of wisdom or encouragement do 
you have for others who might have been recently diagnosed and are 
terrified of their own future? 
ME: I would say take a breath. Yes some of us are dying. We acknowledge 
that. But, there are many of us who are able to survive. You try to catch 
it soon enough to have it removed surgically and then really look at our 
lives and the choices we’re making. We can make changes. What are 
some of the things that are bringing my immune system down? There 
are things we can do to lower our stress. Stress has such a huge impact on 
our health. And start putting ourselves first. We are better care givers for 
others if we take care of ourselves first. Focus on your happiness. Life is 
too short. Make yourself happy. 
SL: What would like to say to LGBT youth?
ME: Continue being yourself. Continue knowing there’s nothing wrong 
with you. You are a glorious beautiful human being that has been created 
the way you’re supposed to be. Continue to walk your path that way. It 
might get noisy around you sometimes, and these are noisy years, but 
there will also be harmonious years. Be inspired. Be yourself. Don’t ever 
compromise yourself because you think you should for others. Just be 
strong in yourself. 
SL: What is the best thing about being Melissa Etheridge?
ME: (laughs heartily) Getting a good table at a restaurant! The best thing 
about me is my family…I really just enjoy my life and I got no complaints.

Photo by Debi Del Grande



Cosmo Champagne Punch
Nothing perks up a party like a bit of bubbly. In this citrusy sipper, 

Cointreau. Developed by a French confectioner Adolphe Cointreau in 1849, 

and distinctive taste that avoids the cloying sweetness of synthetic triple 

Holiday Black Bean Salsa
Every social gathering deserves a dynamic dip. Scoop up this vibrant salsa 
with tortilla chips or present it in holiday style by putting a dollop atop 
crostini spread with goat cheese.

New Year’s Eve Lore

23

Fish House Punch
Fish House Punch, which has countless variations, is an appropriate 
choice since the historic drink originated in Pennsylvania, where George 
Washington liked to imbibe this specialty of the Fish House Club, a men’s 
social club near Philadelphia. The fact that it’s mixed well ahead of time 
makes it one less chore to deal with on the party day.

Mulled Glogg
Exploring ethnic practices may inspire a bit of cross-cultural party 

events. A cup of Danish glogg, a warm, spiced red wine, could be a welcome 
change from eggnog this year. Part beverage, part fruit compote, this 
aromatic concoction has been warming hearts and souls in Scandinavian 
countries for centuries.

Punching Up the Holidays
By Lenora Dannelke
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I  LOVE WHAT I  DO

BAYADA is a career and a calling.
BAYADA professionals love what they do and it shows. We provide the highest quality end-of-life care 
so our patients can remain at home with comfort, grace, and dignity.

Find out more about how you can follow your heart and give your life to something bigger 
than yourself. Contact Ashley at agothel@bayada.com or 610-367-1608.

bayada.com/love

BAYADA specialty practices include Home Health Care,  
Pediatrics, Hospice, and Habilitation.



KEN FURTADO
DISCUSSES ARTIST

GEORGE QUAINTANCE
Interview by Stephen Libby
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After the Storm

Cowboy George Siesta



I have always loved the homoerotic work of George Quaintance. It 
spoke to gay men at a time before Honcho, PlayGirl and Porn Hub. 
Unfortunately Mr Quaintance is no longer with us so I contacted 

biographer Ken Furtado and asked him to remember George for our 
readers.
Stephen Libby: What was your relationship with George Quaintance? 
How and where did you meet?
Ken Furtado: George was born in 1902, arriving on the planet half a 
century before me. I was a child when he died. I never knew him but was 
able to locate many old-timers — most of whom have since passed away — 
who did know him and were willing to share their recollections.
SL: What influenced his idealized strongly homoerotic work? Artists that 
he admired?
KF: As a youth, George was limber and athletic. Dancing and painting were 
his great loves. At age 18, he attended the prestigious Art Students League, 
where his contemporaries included Georgia O’Keeffe, Alexander Calder 
and Norman Rockwell. He lived in Greenwich Village, producing the 
occasional landscape and taking commissions for portraits. He was fond 
of painting fanciful self-portraits, many of which remain in his family’s 
archives. His scrapbooks contain clippings of magazine ads created by the 
illustrator J.C. Leyendecker.
     When the stage called, George taught himself ballet from a book, 
and he scandalized his native countryside by practicing outdoors, often 
wearing little more than a posing strap. He later studied dance formally 
and became a dance instructor, even writing two monographs, Tumbling 
for Classwork and Artistic Acrobatic Dancing. His idols were Anna Pavlova 
and Vaslav Nijinsky — both legendary dancers. Quaintance’s scrapbooks 
have many photos of him wearing costumes copied from Nijinsky’s 
performances, in which he poses dramatically in positions emulating his 
hero. However outrageous his behavior was, George enjoyed the complete 
support of his parents … unusual for that time and place.
     In 1928, George and friends formed The Collegiates, a vaudeville 
troupe of “three boys and five girls” that was renowned for its ambitious 
athleticism. Had he not sustained an injury that left him unable to 
continue dancing, he might never have become the artist we remember 
today.
     As for homoeroticism, it’s hard to believe that in the 1930s, Quaintance 
was renowned known for cheesecake, not beefcake. He was the man 
whose “glamour nudes have all it takes to ‘knock ‘em dead.’” But while he 
was painting those glamour nudes he was also closely involved with the 
burgeoning scene of competitive bodybuilding, so he had lots of superb, 
scantily clad musclemen to feast his eyes on. As the art director for Joe 
Weider’s bodybuilding publication, Your Physique, he designed a cover 
each month featuring the hot body of the moment. This may have been 
the catalyst he needed to make the transition from painting female nudes 
to painting male nudes (as nude as the laws of the era permitted).
SL: Was his art based on models, photographs, his imagination…?  Did he 
have relationships with any of the subjects in his paintings?
KF: All of those things. George actively pursued portrait commissions 
right up to the 1950s, so he was accustomed to working with live models. 
For his male physique canvases, he worked both with live models and 
photographs but imagination certainly played a role in the settings and 
poses.
     Quaintance had relationships with at least two models. Victor Garcia 
was an early boyfriend who remained a friend and business partner for 
the rest of George’s life, and who inherited half the estate. Although Victor 
did not pose for any of the male physique paintings, he posed for other 
portraits. The model Edwardo (so spelled) was the love of George’s life and 
posed for more paintings than any other model. Edwardo, who George 
called Eddie, was Mexican, but studio publicity materials identified him 
as Apache because George thought it was more exotic and marketable.
     It’s tempting to imagine a connection with actor (and Olympic gold 
medal swimmer) Buster Crabbe, who played Tarzan, Flash Gordon and 
Buck Rogers on the silver screen. Not only were they in Hollywood at 
the same time, Crabbe lived in Scottsdale, a few miles from Quaintance’s 
Rancho Siesta studio. In the 1930s, Quaintance was a nationally renowned 
hair stylist. He wrote about men’s hairstyles for some of the physique 
magazines and his meticulous attention to men’s hair can be seen on his 

canvases. George hated his own hair, however, which was thin and limp, 
so he designed and wore a variety of wigs. His favorite was a marcelled 
blond wig copied after Buster Crabbe’s hair as Flash Gordon. There’s a 
photo of Crabbe as Flash Gordon, looking fabulously blond, in one of 
George’s scrapbooks.
SL: Due to the time, was George’s art mostly limited to men’s physique 
magazines? How did he feel about that?
KF: “Limited” is hardly the right word. George lived and worked during 
the heyday of men’s physique magazines, when there were hundreds 
of titles. You could find George’s paintings, ads and articles in most of 
them, including international magazines. Demand for his work was 
unquenchable and his marketing success was phenomenal. In one letter 
he states that the March 1953 issue of Tomorrow’s Man “increased business 
… more than four times what it was before and to date has placed almost 
five thousand new names in my files.”
     Quaintance also wrote for, and illustrated, magazines published for 
women. He produced a line of greeting cards, as well as several small 
sculptures, more traditional canvases, photo sets of all his models and a 
number of lithographs. That’s in addition to portrait commissions.
SL: George’s work is now a very important part of Gay Art History. What 
would he think about that?
KF: I’m sure he would be delighted and feel that he deserved it. 
Quaintance’s guys are hot, their hair is cool and they offer ethnic diversity, 
plus hard-to-find relief from their heavily pierced and inked counterparts 
today. His bodybuilding articles on care of the face and hair presage Queer 
Eye for the Straight Guy. Even Tom of Finland, arguably the most well-known 
gay artist of the 20th century, admired Quaintance: “How could someone 
paint pictures of handsome males so naturalistically! I wanted to learn to 
do something like that!”
     Quaintance’s canvases depicted gay men as handsome studs, not the 
weak or effeminate inverts that society and the medical professions cast 
them as back then. They articulated a vision that was unique and original, 
which spawned dozens of imitators, admirers and tributes. He offered 
a newly idealized concept of male beauty: sleek, sculpted, streamlined 
and sinewy and he offered those images in a context that was rugged, 
masculine and romantic, as well as erotic. To all queer American boys with 
a need for a different kind of role model, Quaintance gave them that. He 
created and breathed life into an actual and elaborate context, Rancho 
Siesta, where anyone who wanted to could vicariously live his vision.

Ken Furtado is a teacher, freelance writer and wildlife guide. He wrote the 
painting commentaries for the 2010 Taschen publication, Quaintance, and 
he is the co-author, with John Waybright, of the biography Quaintance: The 
Short Life of an American Art Pioneer. Ken lives in Phoenix, Arizona, three 
miles from George Quaintance’s fabled Rancho Siesta, and manages the 
online blog georgequaintance.com.
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Stocking Stuffer Ideas for The 
Book Lovers on Your List

Michael Craft’s Sweet Tooth The men are as delectable as each 
dessert. If you’ve ever wanted a book that gives you eye candy 
while satisfying your Sweet Tooth, look no further. Order the 
book featuring some of the hottest men and delicious desserts 
here:  www.SweetToothWorld.com

A Perfectly Imperfect Holiday 
By Rev. Elizabeth Goudy and Carol Stevens, RN, FCN 

     These holidays are sure to be imperfect, however, perfect 
moments will arise that acknowledge our connection to one 
another, shine forth beauty and uncover miracles. 
     This year, as with most years, Beth & Carol will be separated from 
one another for the holidays. While Carol has Christmas Eve off, 
Beth will be leading three different worship services at 11:30am, 
6:30pm and 9pm. Beth will then have Christmas Day off, but Carol 
will be working a twelve-hour shift as an inpatient maternal-child 
nurse. 
Family get-togethers are challenging for Beth due to distance 
and for Carol due to scheduling. Long gone are the days that 
contain the elements of Hallmark television specials with family 
members all in one state (rather than Pennsylvania, California, 
Iowa, Arizona, Minnesota, New York and Virginia). Additionally, 
Carol’s adult children fire up their Google docs by the end of 
October as they attempt to orchestrate holiday visits between in-
laws, extended family, divorced parents and chosen family. 
     Last year, Beth was feeling sorry for herself during an eight-hour 
delay in the Philadelphia airport on Christmas day. Headed out on 
a rare Christmas trip to see family, it was disappointing to think 
the trip was in danger of being cancelled. But then a family in the 
same situation started singing Christmas classics while another 
family chimed in with Hanukkah songs. Soon Beth was sharing 
musical theater moves and belting out carols with strangers 
at the departure gate. Free and tasty snacks were miraculously 
offered by the airline and a flight crew eventually appeared. 
Two years before, Carol was resigned to working another 
Christmas Day but a co-worker brought in a special griddle on 
which to fry bacon. Breakfast casseroles abounded from Carol 
and her co-workers and a buffet was created in the most unlikely 
of places. 
     One year, a church member passed away surrounded by family 
on Christmas Day after having a bite of her favorite pie. Loss and 
grief touch many people in the midst of holiday gatherings. 
Tears may come as frequently as smiles during this time of year, 
providing a reminder to nurture and tend to relationships. 
     Whether people celebrate the secular holiday or religious 
observances, at the darkest time of year it is no surprise that 
pretty lights of one kind or another adorn homes, yards, streets 
and places of worship. Inspiring people and voices within 
the LGBTQ community also illuminate our lives despite the 
imperfections of isolation, separation and work obligations. 
The LGBTQ community has referred to itself as “family” in the 
past, and perhaps the inspiration comes from recognizing that 
whoever we are with, wherever we are and whatever we are doing 
for the holiday, we are part of an even larger human family. And as 
we share a greeting, a song, or a meal, we are present in moments 
of human connection, which are beautiful and also bring light 
into the world. 
     The seasons and the cycles of our world continue whatever the 
imperfections and perfections. In the midst of uncertainties and 
political disappointments, the winter holidays have the potential 
to warm our hearts, bring hope and re-orient us to love. 
     Very imperfectly, Beth and Carol will celebrate the holiday 
season. Carol will likely take on more projects than humanly 
possible and Beth will definitely eat too many cookies. They will 
miss their families or the time with them will be too brief. But 
they will keep their eyes open for unexpected moments of perfect 
wonder at work, home, in the neighborhood and, most assuredly, 
in the LGBTQ community.

Things Are What You Make of 
Them is the perfect vehicle to 
highlight Adam J. Kurtz’s unique 
ability to discuss the artistic process 
in an accessible way – it’s The 
Artist’s Way for a new generation 
of creatives and reads like your 
favorite foulmouthed muppet on 
Avenue Q (bet you’ve never heard 
of a book described that way!) 
 thingsarewhatyoumakeofthem.com
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The Frozen Looking Glass of 
Eliantar Gary Gaugler Jr.’s 
third book in the Eliantar 
series follows reclusive 
hunter Ara and Prince Vale 
as their relationship is tested 
with new threats at every 
turn including a climactic 
battle that opens a portal to 
a strange new world. Find out 
more at www.eliantar.com






