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COME EARLY, STAY LATE.
NO WAIT.

The swankiest spot in downtown Allentown.
Now you can get VIP ENTRY to all

PPL Center events, games & concerts through
The Dime at the Renaissance® Allentown Hotel.  
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SNEAK PEEK!

Robert Sandoval is the owner of Sandoval Design Studio, 
a digital design firm that specializes in interior architecture. 
You can always find him with a coffee on hand and a smile 
on his face. He currently resides in Macungie with his fiancé, 
Chad.

Peter Callahan, is a graduating senior at Muhlenberg College, 
Class of 2017. He is theater and film studies major and is a 
member of the Muhlenberg Theater Department (MTA).
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ON THE COVER: All New X-Men #13 by Dennis Hopeless, Mark Bagley, 
Andrew Hennesey, and Nolan Woodard

Lenora Dannelke is an independent journalist who covers 
food, travel or anything fun. She lives in Old Allentown and 
loves a good Bloody Mary. She is owned by a 12-year-old 
rescued boxer named Scoobie  Look for her most Saturday 
afternoons at the Allentown Farmer’s Market.

Beth Goudy and Carol Stevens were religiously married 
in 2007 and legally married in 2009 in Beth’s home state of 
Iowa. They love movies, cooking and being spiritual nerds. 
Beth pastors Metropolitan Community Church of the Lehigh 
Valley. Carol is an OBGYN nurse at St. Luke’s University Health 
Network and is a certified Faith Community Nurse.

When Gary Gaugler, Jr isn’t saving the world at his office 
job, he enjoys writing his book series and playing video 
games.  His passions include cats, shenanigans, and weekend 
cocktails (though perhaps not in that order).  He resides in 
Allentown with his husband, Steve.

Corinne Goodwin serves as the Webmaster and social 
coordinator for Lehigh Valley Transgender Renaissance, a 
support group for transgender individuals that serves the 
Lehigh Valley and surrounding counties. After serving in 
executive capacities for Fortune 50 companies she started 
her own consulting firm in 2010. If you see her out and about 
be sure to say hello! 

Adrian Shanker, Executive Director of Bradbury-Sullivan 
LGBT Community Center, activist, organizer and fundraiser 
for the LGBT community for more than a decade. He served as 
President of Equality Pennsylvania from 2011-2013 and on the 
Allentown Human Relations Commission from 2009-2012

Rob Dougherty is a resident of Allentown, PA and has been 
an active member of the community for more than 30-years. 
Rob, along with his partner of 14-years, Harvey Finkel, are 
owners/operators of the Clinton Book Shop, located in 
Clinton, NJ
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Liz Bradbury is the Director of the Training Institute of the 
Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community Center and has been an 
activist since she ran an LGBT committee in grad school in 
1979. She’s written over 400 published articles on LGBT issues, 
and is the national award winning author of the lesbian 
detective novels: The Maggie Gale Mysteries. 

Offering new ideas on modern wedding photography, 
Dustin Weiss offers an editorial approach to capturing 
weddings. Custom creativity is added to our photographs. 
Fine-tuning each image… Treating every photo, every 
moment, every memory like the wonderful work of art they 
are! 

Martene Fay Bruder, Martene Fay Bruder works in the 
insurance industry and lives in the middle of nowhere.  
Despite this, she’s still fabulous.  She enjoys iced coffee, 
dresses, and enabling vices whenever possible.



EDITOR’S NOTE:

Welcome to the Spring  Issue of

  Remembering
George Michael
I LOVED George Michael! From the first 
time I saw the Wake Me Up… video and 
thinking he was the cutest guy in music. 
George produced an impressive string of 
hits, first as half of Wham! and then as 
an Album of the Year winning solo artist. 
I fanatically collected everything he did, 
even the videos!  
I LOVED George Michael! I remember 

spraying Sun-In on my hair so it would have 
the same blonde highlights as his. I also grew 

stubble like his. And memorized all the words to his songs.  So, as 
you can see this was a very healthy obsession. 
Seriously, I really enjoyed George’s music and admired his talent 
as an entertainer.  I saw him in 2000 at the Equality Rocks concert 
in Washington, DC. 
I HATED that George Michael was caught exposing himself in 
a public restroom. I thought it made us all look bad and that 
everyone would think we were all cruising public bathrooms 
looking for sex.  
I HATED that George (reportedly) continued to use drugs that 
possibly contributed to his death at such an early age, my age. 
I LOVED learning that George secretly donated millions to a British 
hotline for bullied and abused children.
I LOVE that we have George’s output to enjoy for ever, and for 
generations of younger LGBT people to discover his music and his 
story. 

Maybe you don’t like comic books 
or superhero movies. Then you 
probably won’t understand the last 
minute decision to put Iceman and 
Romeo on our spring cover. I used 
to love comic books and still love 
superhero movies. Sure, it’s escapism 
and as one of my elementary school 
friend’s moms would lecture, “it’s 
not literature.” Whatever your 
thoughts on that may be, there is no 
denying that superheroes speak to 
lgbt people. Maybe it’s the shared 
fear of persecution from the larger 

population if our true identities were discovered, especially prior 
to coming out. That’s why putting this image on the cover is so 
important. Not just so that young lgbt people will see it and will 
maybe feel more comfortable coming out, but that it will spark a 
conversation among non lgbt people and help to normalize two 
males kissing. Thank you to Marvel Comics for letting us use this 
beautiful image. Empower. Educate. Celebrate.

Stephen Libby
Editor-in-Chief
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All New X-Men





1731 Deer Run Road Lower Saucon Township, PA 
Nestled on a private circle with park-like grounds, this Modern Manor    
effortlessly combines Chiles & Sillivan and Paul Jean Plaza architecture. 

Stunning stonework astounds proceeding to the entry through 200     
year-old courtyard gates. Custom details abound from the 2-story foyer 
with arches and iron balustrade and continue through French pocket 
doors in the domed ceiling Dining Room; Cherry Library; beamed-      
ceiling Great Room with 2-story stone fireplace and mezzanine gallery; 
sunken Family Room with built-ins; and gourmet French kitchen with 
curved granite island, wet bar, butler’s pantry, and breakfast nook with          
contemplative views of the flagstone veranda, covered quarry tile patio, 
fountains, and gardens beyond. 

Rounding out the estate is a luxe Master with 2 fireplaces, dressing room, 
coffered ceiling lounge and marble bath with soaking tub, dual vanity 
and multi-head shower; 2 junior bedrooms, and private Guest Suite.  
Custom lighting, automated details and hidden stereo thoroughly        
enhance the ambiance.               

4 6 6,446 sq. ft.
$1,250,000

Robert V. Ritter III, Assistant Office Manager 
Realtor®  / SRS / ABR / CMRS / SFR
Cell: 610-462-4727
rritter@weichert.com / BuyandSellwithRobRitter.com

Weichert, Realtors®  /  Office: 610-395-4500 Information deemed reliable
but not guaranteed.  
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U.S. Department of Health and Human Services-
designee, Rep. Price - who has a long history of 
opposing LGBT civil rights. 

Bradbury-Sullivan LGBTt Community Center is 
not a partisan or political organization -- we are 
a community-based organization that works for 
LGBT health equity, that works to celebrate LGBT 
art and culture, that works to develop LGBT youth 
leadership, that works to provide supportive 
services for our community, that works to train law 
enforcement, schools, healthcare professionals 
and others to best engage and support our 
community. We do this work at the community-
level because in our opinion, that’s where we’re 
needed the most. 

And that’s where you’re needed the most. 

Here are five things LGBT people can do to support 
our community right now: 

1. Read: If knowledge is power then now is the time 
to be well-armed with books and newspapers. We 
need to be strong advocates for our community, 
and we can best do that by being prepared with 
accurate information. Visit the LGBT Library at 
Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community Center to 
borrow books about LGBT history and civil rights. 

2. Learn: We have an exciting array of upcoming 
cultural events at our center - from conversations 
about HIV criminalization laws, to intersectional 
LGBT art, to a program about The AIDS Memorial 
Quilt. We are deliberate about the events we 
produce - and these programs are all free 
for the community to attend. Learn more at 

For many of us, the transition of power in 
the United States from President Obama to 
President Trump, we are concerned about the 

direction of the country, and in particular, we are 
concerned about the hard fought LGBT rights some 
of which could be at risk.

Since November, we’ve heard from dozens of 
community members wanting to do something. 
Wanting to be a part of something. Wanting to do 
their part to support our community. We’ve also 
heard from community members fearful about 
the potential of future federal policy changes 
that could harm our community. As a result, we 
expanded our legal clinic support for Transgender 
people coming in for name/gender marker 
changes, we added an additional healthcare 
enrollment event, and we organized ten other 
LGBT organizations across the state to educate our 
lawmakers about our communities concerns with 

bradburysullivancenter.org/events 

3. Volunteer: Volunteer for YOUR community. 
Assist at events, help to organize a fundraiser, join 
us for a cleaning day - volunteering keeps costs 
down for our LGBT center so we can spend more 
of our resources supporting our community! 
Visit bradburysullivancenter.org/volunteer to get 
involved 

4. Give: For the last two years, our organization 
has received significant support from government 
grants -- there is uncertainty about the direction 
of the new Presidential administration in terms 
of their commitment to continue funding LGBT 
programs. Ensure a strong and sustainable future 
for your local LGBT community by being a donor. 
Donate at bradburysullivancenter.org/donate 

5. Thrive:  Of course, the goal isn’t just to survive, 
but to thrive. We need to keep dancing. We need to 
do everything we can to be resilient as a community 
in the face of challenging national discourse about 
our rights and our lives. The saying that showing 
up is half the battle has never been more true. Keep 
the beat going! 

Adrian Shanker | Founder & Executive Director 
Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community Center
 522 West Maple Street
Allentown, PA 18101 

(610) 347-9988 x101
Adrian@bradburysullivancenter.org 
www.bradburysullivancenter.org

What’s Going On 
At The Center 

by Adrian Shanker

Schedule an anal Pap test to 
screen for anal cancer.

SCREENING IS OFFERED LOCALLY AT:

 Allentown Women’s Center
 (484) 821-0821

 Novus ACS 
  (610) 867-5365

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT:

 Bradburysullivancenter.org/thatasstho
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both helped teach me that strength of will and personality is not reserved only 
for straight men.  I wish eternal peace to them both.  I leave you with a classic 
Carrie Fisher quote from her book, Wishful Drinking.  “You’re not famous until 
you’re a PEZ dispenser.  Oh! This’ll impress you - I’m actually in the Abnormal 
Psychology textbook. Obviously my family is so proud. Keep in mind though, 
I’m also a PEZ dispenser and I’m in the abnormal Psychology textbook. Who says 
you can’t have it all?”

The Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community Center will host a Writer’s 
Conference focusing on writers of Lesbian literature, and providing 
workshops and panels for all levels of LGBT and mainstream writers, on 
May 6th, 2017. 
      The Conference will kick off on Friday, May 5th with a hilarious comedy 
show by award winning journalist and Camp Rehoboth columnist Fay 
Jacobs. Fay’s show, Aging Gracelessly: 50 Shades of Fay has been making 
people laugh all over the Country from NYC to New Orleans to the West 
Coast. She was featured on an Olivia Caribbean Cruise and played to a sold 
out crowd hosted by The Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Center, last year. Tickets 
to Fay’s Show will be included for Lesbian Writers’ Conference participants. 
General public tickets for the show are  only $10 on-line until May 1st, or 
$15 dollars at the door. Hurry! Seating is limited and sold out last year in 
a larger venue. 
    Conference check-in on Saturday, May 6th begins at 9:30am. Doors open 
at 8:30am for publisher table set-up. Welcome and workshops begin at 
10:00am. Workshops and panels are open to all writers and readers of any 
genre.
   Workshops at press time tentatively include:     
   Catherine M. Wilson, author of When Women Were Warriors, workshop 
with Q&A, titled: Marketing - or How I Made $250,000 On One Self-Published 
Book, which will cover steps to Self-Publishing, e-book creation, and how 
simple on-line marketing drives e-book sales. She may also cover how she 
was able to get iconic singer and spoken word Grammy winner Janis Ian to 
record the audio version of her book. 

   Experts will lead a Q&A workshop on contract law that will allow 
authors to ask questions about the ramifications of various publishing 
contract requirements. A legal expert on intellectual property will present 
information regarding protecting intellectual property rights, and how to 
help avoid infringement of others’ work. A Q&A panel of police and private 
investigators will offer authenticity information to writer’s of crime and 
thriller fiction.

    A panel on Memoir Writing will be led by national best-selling author 
Terry Mutchler, whose critically acclaimed book, Beneath the Beautiful 
Dome,  tells the story of her secret relationship with Illinois State Senator 
Penny Severns, and how her partner’s family froze her out after Severns’ 
death from breast cancer. 
    All authors participating in the Conference will have an opportunity to 
read during the Saturday Evening Author Readings, beginning at 7:30pm 
(doors open at 7pm) May 6TH. Audience attendance - No Charge, open to 
everyone. Sponsoring Publishers and Authors may set up tables to feature 
and sell their authors’ work. There will be ample networking time during 
the day for writers and readers to meet and chat. 
    Cost for Conference participation is $95 per person and includes 
workshop and panel attendance, light breakfast and light lunch during 
the Conference, authors get a slot to read work and sign and sell books 
during the Author Readings on Saturday, and a ticket to Fay Jacobs show 
on Friday evening. Tickets to Fay Jacob’s Show are $10 in advance, $15 at the 
door. Special Hotel Room Rates: 4 blocks from The Center at the Holiday Inn 
begins at $125per night; And at the Renaissance Hotel, 2 1/2 blocks from The 
Center begin at $169 per night. See www.bradburysullivancenter.org for 
tickets, hotel links, and information. Or call event organizer Liz Bradbury - 
610-432-5449 for information and sponsorship opportunities and benefits.
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LGBT Community Center to Host Lesbian Writers’ 
Conference in May by Liz Bradbury

Best selling author
Terry Mutchler

To Lead Memoir Panel

Fay Jacobs
“Aging Gracelessly-

50 Shades of Fay”

Remembering Carrie Fisher
by Gary Gaugler, Jr.

I was not alive when Star Wars was released in theaters.  My parents had no 
appreciation for it, so my childhood was lacking a staple.  When Episode I: The 
Phantom Menace was announced, the excited masses piqued my interest.  Why 
the fascination in these “old movies”?  So, I did what any other 16-year-old would 
do, I fell into peer pressure and gave those old movies a shot.
I found what many others found, but as a young, impressionable, gay kid I 
discovered something else.  I discovered a pretty, young, princess who was not 
the dainty, soft-spoken Disney princess that I had come to know.  I saw a strong, 
sassy, and confident woman who faced down the evil Galactic Empire with her 
sharp wit and determination.  She did require rescuing, but who doesn’t?  I 
got the feeling from her that she resented when she was saved and was sharp 
enough to have eventually escaped, regardless.
This was a woman in a boys’ club and she held her own with fierce resolve and 
a sharp tongue.  Like any good Disney princess, Leia did land her man.  She fell 
in love with Han Solo, but only by default.  Unlike Snow White, she didn’t need a 
man and she certainly didn’t want to seek one out.
As a young gay, this was everything!  To me, unless you’re a straight, white man, 
you are a minority.  Yes, ladies that includes you.  Here was a character that was 
not your typical hero, but did not let that deter her.  Easily the best shot of her 
respective trilogy (Fun Fact: So was Natalie Portman in her respective trilogy 
<3), Princess Leia almost never missed a stormtrooper with her blaster.  It was 
refreshing to see someone who would normally be restricted to a bit part or sit 
back while the men did the heavy lifting, be unapologetically front and center.
As an adult, I gleefully discovered that Carrie Fisher and Leia Organa were very 
much the same.  Through her writing such as Wishful Drinking and Postcards 
From the Edge, I saw more of the smart and sardonic woman I loved.  Willing 
to make fun of her famous family, drug addictions, and bipolar disorder, she 
reached out even further to groups of people that didn’t fit into the bubble of 
perfection.  She was honest about her imperfections, in a society and a town 
that worships false fronts.
I will miss her terribly as Princess, now General, Leia.  But, I will also miss Carrie 
Fisher who didn’t fall into falseness or mincing words.  Carrie Fisher and Leia 
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After the election of Donald Trump and his appointment of a right-leaning 
cabinet that is the question that so many in the LBGT community are 
asking over and over again.  For the transgender community in particular 
there is a real fear that recent gains that we have all fought so hard to 
achieve could be rolled back at the stroke of a pen.  These gains include, 
but are certainly not limited to:

• Transgender people being able to openly serve in the mil-
itary

• VA benefits now cover trans health needs

• Requirements that schools respect the rights of trans* stu-
dents under Title VII and Title IX of the Civil Rights Act

• Provisions that trans* people may not be discriminated 
against for healthcare as part of the ACA

• Improvements in the ability to change names and gender 
markers on Federal documents like passports and Social 
Security files.

While – as of this writing – Donald Trump has not given any indication of 
his intent, since many of these gains were accomplished through executive 
order it is very possible that he could reverse them at the stroke of a pen.  
At the very least it is likely that right-leaning activist legislators at the 
state, local and even Federal level could feel emboldened to introduce and 
enact legislation that makes it legal to discriminate against trans people 
or other in the LGBT community.  This is a very real possibility because, 
unlike fiscal changes, passing discriminatory laws or undoing executive 
orders does not require a change in monetary policy and would be an easy 
and quick win for the administration and its supporters.  
Mara Keisling, the Executive Director at National Center for Transgender 
Equality held a community call not too long after the election in which 
she made a particularly relevant point.  She noted that “Over the last two 
decades, we have made faster progress than any movement in American 
history. The progress has come through supportive and unsupportive 
presidents because we always fight.”  To further paraphrase her, during 
that time we have also had setbacks.  But by sticking together we have 
managed to push ahead and maintain positive momentum.  In other words, 
there is hope as long as we keep up the fight and stay visible.
That visibility is continuing to grow.  Trans stories are being reported 
in the media more and more frequently.  Documentaries that illuminate 
the trans experience for cisgender people are being produced and aired 
to millions of people on mainstream networks like HBO.  And, there 
are more and more trans people such as Laverne Cox, Chaz Bono, Janet 
Mock and (like her or not) Catilin Jenner who are able to live open and 
productive lives while being accepted as who they are.  The truth is that 
we are not going away and we are not giving up.
So what should we do going forward?  First, we need to be vigilant and 
then we need to take action.  While we sincerely hope that President Elect 
Trump, the Republican House and Senate and the soon to be conservative 
majority of the Supreme Court quickly realize that trans* rights are no 
different that human rights.  We need to fight our rights to live our lives 
according to the principles outlined in our Declaration of Independence 
and our Constitution.  That means taking actions like:

• Reaching out to our Congressional Representatives, Sen-
ators and State and Local Officials

• Refocusing our energy on outreach to the cisgender com-
munity

• Building alliances with other community groups

• Living openly and in full view

• Taking care of and protecting others

The day after the election a good friend of mine called me.  She is a 
school teacher and a sponsor of the Gay-Straight Alliance in her school.  
The student leaders of the GSA came to her that morning and said they 
wanted to cancel the meeting for that afternoon because they we’re afraid 
of violence from other students.  My friend hugged them and supported 
them and listened to them.  She encouraged them to standup and be 
counted.  That afternoon they had their meeting and had double their 
normal attendance.
 That is what we need to do.  We need to hug each other.  We need to 
support each other.  And then we need to get on with the business of 
making this country and our town a better place to and live and work for 
transgender people....for all people.

We often wonder just what does it take to move a mountain like getting 
the larger community to accept (and hopefully) embrace transgender, 
genderqueer or gender questioning people. 

The truth is that many of us have moved many mountains in our 
lives.  We have earned degrees, launched careers, raised families, 
started businesses and so much more.  And when you think about those 
accomplishments - your accomplishments - so many of them involved 
little steps.  The biggest goals are not accomplished in one fell swoop... 
Instead they are achieved by taking one step forward at a time while 
keeping your goals and priorities in mind.

So how do you move a mountain?  The answer is obvious... You do it 
one shovel full at a time.  With that in mind, here is a list of things you 
can do to promote trans equality.  Some of the items on this list may 
seem daunting, but so many of them are little things - things that take no 
more than 15 minutes.

Our personal favorites are the ones that increase the visibility of our 
community while supporting local businesses.  Studies show that 
positively interacting with someone for as little as 15 minutes can change 
their attitude and their mind.  So take a look and pick out something - 
something little - that you can do to change a mind today. 
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The feelings of Significant Others, Friends, Families and Allies 
of trangsgender people (often abbreviated as “SOFFAs) can be 
very complex.  In some cases a SOFFA may never have heard of 
transgenderism or not fully understand what it means.  In other situations 
a SOFFA may feel confused, cheated, lied to, betrayed, hurt, or afraid.  
And in some cases a SOFFA might feel perfectly comfortable with the 
trans person but still be unsure or worried about their partner, their kids, 
the neighbors, work relationships, or financial security.
 The good news is that there are a number of organizations and 
resources that can help you to cope with these emotions and concerns.  
Organizations like PFLAG and Transyouth Families have information 
available on their websites and even have Facebook pages.  
Now there is local support for SOFFAs
Lehigh Valley Transgender Renaissance is now offering support services 
for family members and friends of transgender people.  This includes 
informative articles on our website as well as our newly formed support 
group for Spouses, Families, and friends of transgender people.  This 
group is co-sponsored by our friends at the Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT 
Community Center and is open to anyone interested in supporting the 
people who are so important to trans* individuals.  The group meets 
the fourth Wednesday of each month at the Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT 
Community Center at 6pm. 

Individuals seeking more information about the SOFFA support group 
or any other services for the transgender community are encouraged 
to contact Lehigh Valley Renaissance through its website at www.
renaissancelv.org.

#1: Attend a local transgender support group meeting to learn more about 
trans issues
#2: Ask your library to carry books that deal positively with trans people 
#3: Invite your mayor or other elected official to address a trans group or 
town meeting  
#4: Visit a museum or attend a cultural or sporting event with a trans 
friend  
#5: Start an online community or a blog that deals with an issue that is 
important to you  
#6: Donate money to an organization providing direct services for 
transgender people 
#8: Visit the offices of your congressional representative and educate 
them about trans issues 
#9: Volunteer in your community
#10: Support local businesses and restaurants that are trans-friendly
#11: Write an op-ed for your local paper
#12: Vote for and support candidates that support the trans community

So how do you move a mountain?  The answer is obvious...One shovel 
full at a time.  So, let’s start shoveling!

So you have just found out that your husband, wife, child or partner is 
transgender.  
Wow!  You are probably feeling just a bit overwhelmed with all kinds of 
feelings and thoughts.   You may not even know what to think! 
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Please give us a brief description of HIV and how HIV becomes 
AIDS. HIV (Human Immunodeficiency Virus) is a virus that is 
spread by blood and other body fluids (primarily sexual fluids) 
that causes destruction of the human immune system. After the 
virus destroys a certain amount of the immune system, a person 

infected with HIV becomes at 
risk for unusual infections and 
cancers.  Once the immune 
system is destroyed to 
the point that a person 
begins having these 
infections or cancers, 
or if CD4 lymphocytes 
(an important part of the 
immune system) fall to 
below 200, a patient infected 
with HIV is considered to 
have AIDS.

Where and how did AIDS originate?
HIV is felt to have originated in Africa. It evolved from a 
virus called SIV (Simian Immune Virus), which is a virus that 
infects Chimpanzees, and caused a similar immune disease.  
The virus was first spread to humans through killing and 
eating chimps.  In the process, blood likely contaminated 
cuts or wounds of humans leading to infection with 
the virus. The first human infections were felt to have 
occurred around 1920 in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo.  However, because of the remote region, and 
limited transmission, the entity known as AIDS was 
not first recognized in the United States until 1981. 
How has the face of AIDS changed since 1981?
In 1981, a few cases of rare diseases were 
recognized among primarily white gay men 
in New York and California.  Nobody knew 
what was causing these people to have rare 
infections and cancers, although it was felt 
likely to be due to an infection. As it was 
unclear what was causing this illness, 
there was significant fear about how 
it might be spread. In the next year, 
cases were recognized among other 
populations such as those that 
injected drugs, and those requiring 
frequent blood products such as 
hemophiliacs.
Over time, more females have 
become infected with now 
around one-quarter of the AIDS 
cases involving females.  Also, higher 
percentages of African Americans and Hispanic 
Latinos have become infected.
So while HIV infection and AIDS in the US began as an illness involving white, gay 
men, it has evolved into afflicting woman, male heterosexuals, those that inject drugs, 
and has become more of a disease of racial disparity with a disproportionate number 
of new cases in African Americans and Hispanic Latinos.
Is it true that AIDS is on the rise in the gay male community? If so, why do you 
think this is happening?
AIDS cases have not risen due to better treatments for those with HIV, so that the 
development of AIDS is prevented.  New HIV infections haven risen in both African 
American and Hispanic Latino gay and bisexual men.  New HIV infections have fallen 
in white gay and bisexual men. So in certain gay and bisexual male populations new 
HIV cases are rising.  
Many factors are likely involved in the rise in new infections in certain populations.  
Minority populations may have less access to preventative services.  They may be 
less likely to be tested, so are unaware of their diagnosis, and may continue to spread 
HIV within a minority population without knowing they have been infected. Some 
individuals may have become less fearful of HIV due to the excellent treatments 
available.  There may also be cultural differences in sexual practices.  These are just 
a few possible explanations. 

Why do people not take the precautions they need to protect themselves and 
their partners?
There are many reasons why people may not take protective measures in spreading 
HIV and other sexually transmitted diseases.  Some people may not be aware of the 

risk, and others underestimate the risk.  Some people engage in sexual activity while 
being impaired by drugs or alcohol, which lessens the likelihood of 

using safe sex practices.  Others may be fearful of offending their 
sexual partner by using safe sex practices. Others may not have 

access to condoms, or to clean needles (for those engaging in 
injection drug use).

In the 1980’s and 90’s AIDS was a death sentence. Where 
are we today re medication and a cure? 

When I was a first year fellow in Infectious Diseases in 
1995, all of my HIV clinic patients were slowly dying.  

By the time I graduated from my fellowship two years 
later, my patients were on effective medications and 
were on their way to having much longer, healthier 
lives.  The medications have continued to improve 

over time, with many of my patients now on one 
pill per day with the expectation that they will live a 

near normal life expectancy.  It has been an incredible 
revolution in HIV care, as it was truly a death sentence 

in the past, and now patients can live long, healthy lives 
if they take their medications regularly. The medications 

have become much easier to take, with less doses, and 
very little side effects. While it is critical for patients to take 

the medications regularly, we now worry more about other 
chronic illnesses and diseases affecting our patients as they 
age, similar to that in the non-HIV infected population.  We 
need to spend more time now on healthy behaviors such 
as stopping tobacco use, weight loss, avoiding substance 
abuse, treating other chronic illnesses such as diabetes, 
and screening for cancers. HIV patients who are on 
effective treatment for HIV no longer die of HIV, but 
rather suffer from the same conditions as the general 
population!
While HIV can be well controlled with 
medications, there is no cure for HIV.  In the past 
few years discussions about potential strategies 
for HIV cure have arisen in the scientific 
community, but there is nothing on the near 
horizon.  
The WHO has set a goal to have 90 % of 
people with HIV diagnosed, 90 % of those 
diagnosed placed on treatment, and 90 % 
on treatment to have undetectable virus 
in the blood; all by 2020.  The hope 
is that by getting as many people on 
effective medication as possible, 
HIV spread will be substantially 
decreased.
How many lives has AIDS 
claimed? 

The World Health Organization (WHO) 
has estimated that by the end of 2015, 35 million 

people have died due to HIV related causes.
How/why did you become involved with AIDS? What services does the clinic 
offer? How can people get in touch with you?
I became involved with HIV care as part of my infectious disease fellowship.  I enjoyed 
the long term relationships that I developed with my patients, which is different than 
other areas in infectious diseases.  In most areas of infectious disease, you only follow 
the patient until you cure their infection and then refer them back to their primary care 
physician. This is not the case with HIV due to the lack of cure.  So in 2001, when I 
came to St. Luke’s hospital, I decided to help start an HIV clinic, which has grown 
substantially over the years, and now has clinic sites in both Bethlehem and Easton.
The St. Luke’s AIDS Services Center (ASC) clinics in Bethlehem and Easton offer 
primary care services, specialty care services, prevention services, nutritional 
counseling, behavioral support, case management, and assistance in seeking 
other medical and surgical services as needed.
You can reach our Bethlehem clinic at 484-526-2062, and our Easton clinic at 
484-503-8010. 

AIDS UPDATE WITH
Dr. Peter Ender   
Interview by Stephen Libby
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Had multiple 
sex partners?

Ever had a sexually  
transmitted disease?

Had sex with gay  
or bisexual men?

Injected drugs or  
shared needles?

Exchanged sex for  
drugs or money?

If you answered YES  
to ANY of these questions,  
GET A FREE HIV TEST

Judgment Free | Confidential
Results in 20 Minutes

Ask us about PrEP!
When taken regularly, PrEP can reduce the  
risk of getting HIV from sex by more than 90%.

Easton: 484-503-8010 
100 N. 3rd St., 2nd Fl.

Walk-in Hours 
Tuesdays: 3–6pm 
Thursdays: 1–4pm

Bethlehem: 484-526-2063 
511 E. 3rd St., Suite 202

Walk-in Hours 
Mondays: 9am–12pm 
Wednesdays: 1–4pm

GET A FREE HIV TEST if you have...

*



Stephen Libby: Please give us a history of the play and how you became 
involved in bringing it to the Civic.  
Bill Sanders: Angels won all the major awards and took the country by 
storm. I think it’s the most important play certainly in our lifetime but 
that’s just my opinion. Anyone can go to the Wikipedia page to find out 
all the history of the play. My experience of the play was going to LA to see 
my friend Joe play Louis in the production at the Mark Taper Forum. This 
was the first time they were doing both parts together. It blew me away 
and I was around for a few seconds while the director Oscar Eustis tried 
to figure out Perestroika with Tony Kushner sprawled in the green room. 
In those situations I tend to get very shy (as I am very shy) and listened 
nervously. It was beyond extraordinary.  
I then saw the play numerous times in New York attended opening nights 
and closings on Broadway for both parts and was clearly intimidated 
but so wanted to bring it to Civic. At the time I was able to do work in 
New York when I wasn’t working at CIVIC and in 1995 I was working on a 
production of Blue Window at the Manhattan Theater Club with Joe and 
choosing a season. I still remember the moment I decided that we could 
do Angels. I had to do it.  
 
 

SL: How has its significance and message changed since the 1990’s?  
BS: I don’t think either have changed honestly. I think it will certainly be 
the most significant gay play of all time. We have cleared many hurtles in 
the ensuing 25+ years but all of the issues and all of the prevalent themes 
are still with us. People talk about the Reagan administration, and after 
his demise were canonizing him and I think it’s going to be interesting to 
see how people respond to the memory of Reagan’s complete ignorance 
of the gay community and what we were going through at the beginning 
of the plague. This was clearly political and that certainly hasn’t changed... 
we are still fighting. The same politics, the same ignorance, the same 
polarization.  
SL: What’s the motivation in bringing it to the Lehigh Valley in 2017 vs the 
original run?  
BS: Honestly I was trying to think of a play to do. And I looked at a poster 
in my office and I was like ...oh my God it’s 20 years... and that seemed 
like a reason. The current political climate motivated me and also for 
me artistically it felt like it was time for an event. It’s tricky choosing a 
season because you need to balance plays and musicals that you think 
are going to get butts in the seats with plays that you think need to be 
seen in Allentown. That’s generally my motivation for not repeating 
myself. There’s so much that needs to be seen, but unfortunately there’s 

 ANGELS IN AMERICA
Civic Theatre Director Bill Sanders discusses  

Interview by Stephen Libby
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Troy Brokenshire 
(Louis Ironson)

Jason Roth
(Joe Pitt)

Will Morris 
(Prior Walter)

Juan Padilla 
(Belize) 

JoAnn Basist 
(Angel)

Photo by: Marilyn Loose

A two-part, seven-hour 
play, Angels in America: A 
Gay Fantasia on National 
Themes is an epic of life in 
America in the mid-1980’s. 
Crazy talented director 
and my friend, Bill Sanders, 
took some time to let me 
pick his brain about what 
we can expect from his 
second time at directing 
this masterpiece.

Susan Sneeringer 
(Hannah Pitt)



not always an audience. This actually will be the first play (other than 
A Christmas Carol) I’ve repeated since 1989. I thought it needed to be 
seen again, and it’s quite frankly again the most important play of our 
lifetimes.  
SL: Are you using the original LV cast or are you casting all new faces?  
BS: We are using three original LV cast members with five people new to 
this production. You asked me earlier about my motivation for doing the 
play and one of my motivations was to see my friend and colleague Will 
Morris in the role of Prior Walter - he was cast “prior” to auditions. So you 
could say he was the prior Prior.  
SL: You often read that an actor “couldn’t sleep for weeks” after 
performing an especially challenging or emotional role. Do you feel that 
as a director? What show drained you the most? And how do you cope?  
BS: I’m not saying I don’t get stressed. I certainly do. It’s more the 
administrative stuff that I am called upon to do sometimes while I’m 
doing my artistic work that tends to stress me out. I mean let’s face it I’m 
not performing surgery or running a multinational corporation, or trying 
to organize a political party. It ain’t digging ditches. I get stressed, but my 
biggest issue has always been that I tend to let things gestate for too long 
- which is probably my veiled excuse for procrastination. The shows the 
drain me the most .... different ones for different reasons. Most recently 
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Gretchen Furst 
(Harper Pitt)

View our Gallery and Find more Info:
BrookesRemodeling.com

(484) 358-5862
Brooke@brookesremodeling.com

     Like and Follow Our Projects 

Licensed and Insured: PA115164

Barry Glassman 
(Roy Cohn) 

Assassins was draining… This was due to a very personal relationship 
I had with a previous production. But again being drained is relative. 
I always try to remember how lucky and blessed I am to be doing 
what I do... 

“ It’s quite frankly
the most 

important play
of our lifetimes.” 

 
 SL: I remember seeing the LV performance of both shows 
in one day and being so blown away with what theatre can 
do to your heart, soul and spirit. So, thank you for bringing 
this important and classic piece to our Civic Theatre. What 
is next for you and Civic? Any more gay themed revivals?  
BS: Thank you for saying that. Thank YOU. You are most 
welcome but I feel privileged to have the opportunity. Truly.  
Honestly the plays that I would most like to revive are the gay 
themed plays that we’ve done. I’d love to do Falsettos again, I’d love 
to do Lips Together Teeth Apart, I’d love to do The Normal Heart…  
There are rafts of smaller lesser-known plays that I would love to do. 
But right now it’s on to our capital campaign -raising the money to 
renovate the 19th Street Theatre. We had a kick off event in November 
and it went very well. Now as the Angel says as she breaks through the 
ceiling....”The great work begins...” 
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Looking for Affordable, Short-Term Accommodations in NYC?  Check out historic

MAGNOLIA HOUSE,
A GLBT-friendly “AirBnb” specializing in LITERARY NOSTALGIA & the Book Trades. 

Blood Moon Productions, a feisty independent press known for its lurid exposés of
celebrity secrets and for its strong links to the heyday of THE FROMMER GUIDES,
proudly announces the availability of overnight accommodations within MAGNOLIA
HOUSE, a historic, panoramic, and reasonably priced Bed and Breakfast that’s positioned
within a  short ferryboat ride  from the Financial District of Lower Manhattan. 

Set within the historic core of the fast-developing neighborhood of Saint George, on
Staten Island, Magnolia House is owned and operated by Danforth Prince, president of
the avant-garde publishing venue known as Blood Moon Productions (www.BloodMoon-
Productions.com).

As stated by Prince, “Magnolia House results from my 30-year role as co-author of many titles, and many editions, of The Frommer
Guides, each of which included evaluations of the bed and breakfast inns of Europe. Whereas I’m still writing travel articles and celebrity
exposés from the upper floors of this building, its “showcase rooms” now operate as a client-indulgent B&B loaded with mementos from
the early days of the Frommer Guides and “The Golden Age of Travel.”

According to Prince, edgy media associations have always been part of the Magnolia House experience. Previous guests have included
Tennessee Williams (“Magnolia House reminds me of Blanche DuBois’ lost plantation, Bellereve!”), golden age film personality Joan
Blondell (a close friend of celebrity biographer and co-owner, Darwin Porter), Lucille Lortel (the philanthropic but very temperamental
Queen of Off-Broadway), the very outspoken Jolie Gabor (mother of the three “Bombshells from Budapest” otherwise known as  Zsa
Zsa, Eva, and Magda), and a host of other stars, starlettes, and demi-mondains of all descriptions and persuasions.

“Associating our brand with the hospitality trades is a logical move, considering how inter-related the memorabilia is.” Prince continued,
“and we commit ourselves to remaining alert to the aesthetics, special needs, and sensitivities of friends, families, or colleagues planning
holidays or business trips in New York City. And yes, our booking services are funneled through AirBnb.”

Occupany for up to four occupants of the building’s entire ground floor—site of two large interconnected suites, each with a bedroom,
a salon, a private bathroom, and an outdoor verandah—ranges from $190 to $220 a night, with “celebrity-centric” breakfasts included,
depending on the season and length of stay. 

For photographs, testimonials from previous guests, and reservations, click on www.MagnoliaHouseSaintGeorge.com. Otherwise, con-
tact DanforthPrince@gmail.com or at 718/556-9410, leaving a message if no one immediately answers.

Magnolia House is managed by Blood Moon Productions, a feisty,
award-winning independent press with links to the GLBT commu-
nity. For more about Blood Moon and its focus on Entertainment

About How America Interprets Its Celebrities, click on 
www. BloodMoonProductions.com

As described by The Huffington Post: “Blood Moon, in case you don't
know,  is a small publishing house on Staten Island that cranks out

Hollywood gossip books, about two or three a year, usually of five-,
six-, or 700-page length, chocked with stories
and pictures about people who used to con-

sume the imaginations of the American public,
back when we actually had a public imagina-
tion. That is, when people were really inter-

ested in each other, rather than in Apple
‘devices.’ In other words, back when we had

vices, not devices.”

New from Blood Moon:
The Ultimate Movie Star.

LANA TURNER

Let Lana 
Be Your Valentine!
The most explicit biography

ever published about the
American Venus who domi-

nated the fantasies of the men
who won World War II. 

Softcover, 800 pages
Available everywhere April 1

ISBN 978-1-936003-53-2
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Spring into great entertainment with RCN. Enjoy your favorite progams and 
thousands of titles On Demand with RCN’s Digital TV. Experience award 
winning high-speed Internet service with speeds as fast as 330 Mbps — 
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Singles
in the     Lehigh Valley 

DJ BRAD

CARL

ISABELLE

Photo spread by Dustin Weiss at the Dime Restuarant in Allentown
Hair & Make-up by Nehemias Nunez and the crew from The Salon

RON

BEN
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After the fall issue Gay Journal release party 
Nehemias and a few friends came up with the 
idea of an LGBT Single in the Valley spread. I put 
a call out on facebook and a few weeks later we 
were up at 8am on a Sunday drinking champagne 
and striking a pose to an 80’s mix. Thank you to 
everyone involved and I hope this helps you find 
Mr. or Ms Right...or Mr. or Ms Right-Now!



Name: Gail Hoover
Age: 56
Sexual orientation: Lesbian
Occupation: Realtor – Life Changer – 
Philanthropist –Community organizer -
Describe your perfect mate? What do 
you look for in a partner?  We all have 
lived through situations; They become 
a chapter of our story. I’m attracted to 
someone who can retell a story/chapter 
of their life when relevant, but is focused 
on creating the newest chapter.  Also, it 
helps if we can laugh so hard together 
that we cry.  I LOVE those laughs.
Hobbies: Community activates.  I’m 
always doing something. Corralling 
kittens, Matchmaker for small business 
owners, networking organizer, advocate 
for both the 2-legged and the 4-legged.
Favorite food Yes, please. 
Hottest celebrity: Why? Tina Turner. 
She’s got legs, smile and soul.
Favorite vacation destination: Key 
West

Are you a morning person or a night 
person: Yes
Strangest place you ever did it? I 
would tell you but I might get arrested.
Dog person or cat person: Yes
Favorite cocktail: Vodka tonic
Favorite childhood memory: Being 
raised Jehovah’s Witness, we went 
around knocking on doors Saturday 
mornings for a couple of hours. Not 
exactly the favorite thing to do for a kid.  
I remember telling my Mom I had to pee. 
She wanted to knock on one more house 
to finish the block. I was praying no one 
was home.  Sadly, a woman answered the 
door and got into a conversation with 
my mother.  I just wanted to go home.  
So, I did what any 5 year old would do…. 
I peed on the ladies’ front porch. “Told 
you I had to go.”

PAUL MIKE

JEANELL

LIZ JESUS

GAIL
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Name: Michael Sacks
Age: 34
Sexual Orientation: Gay
Occupation: Health Insurance Liaison
Describe your sex life using the title of a movie or a board 
game: The Chamber of Secrets
Describe your perfect mate: What do you look for in a 
partner? My perfect mate is someone that we share some 
similar interests. I would ideally like someone who is active 
but also enjoys just spending a night at home watching 
movies and spending time together. I also would like 
someone who is relatively close to my age too. 
Hobbies: Tennis, Volleyball, Weight Lifting, Genealogy
How do you meet people? Do you use any social media 
apps? Which one(s)? – To meet people, I occasionally go out 
to chat with people face to face. I do use social media apps – 
the ones I use are Grindr & Scruff.
Favorite food: Mexican (tacos, enchiladas, fajitas)
Favorite music: More eclectic – love pop, rock, classic music. 
Hottest celebrity: Why? Jonathon Groff. He has the boy next 
door looks and is a multi-talented actor (singing and acting).
Favorite vacation destination: Walt Disney World
Are you a morning person or an evening person? I am 
becoming more of a morning person, but generally an 
evening person.
Strangest place you ever did it: My car
Dog person or cat person: Cat person
Favorite cocktail: Vodka Orange & Soda

Name: Carl Mancino 
Age: Medicare Plus 
Sexual Orientation: Gay 
Occupation: Hairstylist, Owner Imperial Coiffures LTD. and 
Kids Kuts 
If your life was a Movie Title or a Board Game:  Some Like It 
Hot 
Describe your perfect mate:  My perfect mate should be 
confident, settled, good sense of humor, with a sense of 
adventure. He should be happy and comfortable at home, 
with good work ethics. Someone who is easy to talk to, enjoys 
entertaining and enjoys my cooking. He should be able to 
share and do charitable work. He should understand that a 
relationship is an equal partnership and not an ownership. 
Have fun and enjoy. 
Hobbies: As president of FACT(Fighting AIDS Continuously 
Together), I enjoy doing charitable work with NCC, FACT, and 
other organizations. I love the theatre and have directed and 
acted in many shows. And I love to cook. 
Favorite food: My favorite food is any type of pasta. 
Favorite music: My tastes are very wide. I enjoy club music, 
rock, and jazz. 
Hottest Celebrity: Easy. David Beckham. He is just an all 
around man, he has it all. 
Favorite vacation destination:  Touring Italy was great, but 
I especially loved Rome. 
Are you a morning or night person? Morning person, but 
I love the night life. 
Strangest place you ever did it:  On the creek bank at the 
Christmas tree farm. We went to get our Christmas tree. Early 
Christmas present. 
Dog person or cat person: Dog person 
Favorite Cocktail: Bloody Mary 
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Name: DJ Brad “Fucking” Scott (Brad Scott Smith) 
Age: 44 
Sexual Orientation: Gay Gay Gay 
Occupation: DJ 
Describe your sex life with the name of a movie or board game: 
Home Alone lol 
Your perfect mate: My perfect mate is a lover and protector of 
animals and the planet, a vinyl loving, vegan man who likes to 
balance wild nights with quiet nights and likes to fuck (can I say 
that) 
Hobbies: Spiritual growth, vinyl records, house music and travelling 
and experiencing different cultures 
Favorite food: I love food that isn’t made from animals or animal 
products. 
Favorite music: House music, Techno and alternative. 
Hottest celebrity and why: Norman Reedus or Jared Leto (both 
vegan) 
Favorite vacation destination: Ibiza 
Are you a morning or evening person? Both. How can you choose 
between a sunrise or a sunset? 
Favorite sports team: Is “cruising” a sport? Do Turkish Oil Wrestlers 
have teams? because that’s one hot sport! 
Dog person or cat person? I live with a dog but love all animals. 
Favorite cocktail: Jameson Irish Whiskey shots 

Name: Elizabeth Hunt 
Age: 33
Sexual Orientation: lesbian
Occupation: mortgage banker 
Describe your perfect mate: What do you look for in a partner? Someone 
who ahas a positive outlook on life, who appreciates and wants a family, 
who values honesty and integrity and who understands the work involved 
with making a healthy relationship last.  
Hobbies: Art, photography, learning.
How do you meet people? I meet people mostly through networking 
events, through friends, or at sports events. I prefer to meet people 
serendipitously.
Favorite food: A girl once made me Sancocho so good that it changed my 
life
Favorite music: Bill Withers, Marvin Gaye, Talking Heads, Patsy Cline, 
A Tribe Called Quest. I like almost everything spanning many different 
genres.
Favorite vacation destination: If I am not on an adventure, then 
anywhere with a beach. 
Are you a morning person or a night person? More of a 2pm in the 
afternoon person. 
Strangest place you ever did it: My Mom is going to read this….
Dog person or cat person:  Both
Favorite cocktail: Bloody Mary
Favorite childhood memory: Fishing with my grandfather.

27SPRING/SEVENTH ISSUE



Name: Ron Gilbert 
Age: 53 
Sexual orientation: Gay 
Occupation: Interior design and project management for my own 
business. 
Describe your sex life using the name of a movie or board game: 
My sex life is like…well, if there was a movie called Friends with 
Benefits! That’s what I’d call it. (Editor’s note: That movie stars Justin 
Timberlake and Mila Kunis)
Describe your perfect mate: My perfect mate? Well there is no 
such thing BUT someone that I can connect with and is handsome, 
I look for guys that know who they are, and take care of them selves 
both physically and mentally, my hobbies are wide range, from 
beach time, gym time, bike ride time, dinner out with friends and 
entertaining, and time with my dog :) 
How do you meet people? I have met guys on match.com and I 
meet a few through just being out. I am able to just converse with 
people easily. 
Favorite food: My favorite food is steak. 
Favorite music: My favorite music is alternative rock . 
Hottest celebrities: Vin Diesel and Johnny Depp
Favorite vacation destination: Travel is fun no matter where I go, 
but I do LOVE the beach!
Are you a morning or evening person? I am a morning person.
Strangest place I ever had sex: was at my parents house. 
Dog person or cat person: I am a dog person 
Favorite cocktail: is a Manhattan

Name: Jeanell Miller 
Age: 31
Sign: Leo 
Sexual Orientation: Lesbian 
Occupation: Pediatric dental assistant- Dental radiologist- Front 
desk / Owner of JCM Bridal Hair & Makeup Artistry (On- location) /
Master stylist @The Salon         
What do you look for in a partner?- All I look for in a partner are 
the signs of a genuine, true, decent, caring, compassionate, loving 
human being. Everything else can be figured out as we stumble 
through our life together. Describe your perfect mate: Someone 
who is balanced, easy going, confident, ambitious, mature and 
honest. There aren’t many who are completely balanced at all times, 
we all have our ups and downs, however, someone who is able to 
regulate the swings and create harmony is essential for a healthy 
relationship. Times will be hard, times will be amazing. Being able 
to pick ourselves back up and balance ourselves back out without 
allowing emotions to take control for too long is where the key to a 
perfect mate lies for me.
Hobbies: Fitness, cooking, music and sporting events
Favorite food: Latin 
Favorite vacation destination: Anywhere that involves a passport 
Are you a morning person or a evening person? I’m a cranky 
tornado in the morning, definitely an evening person.
Strangest place you ever did it: My mom will be reading this… lol!  
No comment!
Dog person or cat person: Dog person all the way but I do have a 
“house plant” (aka) I have one cat.
Favorite cocktail: Old Fashioned 
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Name: Benjamin Heiserman (Prefer Ben)
Age: 25
Sexual Orientation: Gay
Occupation: Microbiologist
Describe your perfect mate? Physically, I like a tall, dark, and 
handsome man, well-groomed and well dressed. Clean shaven 
or some scruff doesn’t matter to me. Personality wise, I like an 
intelligent man that can make me laugh.
What do you look for in a partner? Someone who wants to travel 
the world with me and go on awesome adventures. They’re always 
willing to try something new and they love me unconditionally
Hobbies: I like going out to eat and get cocktails, I actually like 
to stay in and make dinner and cocktails too. I enjoy concerts and 
music festivals, and laying out by a pool in the summer. I love theme 
parks too!
Favorite food: It’s hard to narrow it down to just one, but I do love 
authentic ramen from a noodle shop.
Favorite music: Pretty big into EDM at the moment.
Hottest celebrity; I’ve been crushing on Gus Kenworthy recently.
Why? He’s a professional skier, and besides that, he’s beautiful?
Favorite vacation destination: OCMD (Ocean City, Maryland) is my 
go to, but I’d have to see the rest of the world before I pick a favorite.
Are you a morning person or a night person? Morning.
Strangest place you ever did it: Probably on a racket ball court…
Favorite sports team: Not really into sports, but I like the Warwick 
rowers
Dog person or cat person: Dog.
Favorite cocktail: Sazerac.

Name: Jesus Figueroa Jr  
Age: 30 
Sexual orientation: Gay  
Occupation: Cosmetologist/Retail  
Describe your sex life using the title of a movie or a board 
game: Sorry (lol) 
Describe your perfect mate: I don’t look for perfection, because 
there is no such thing. What do you look for in a partner? Honesty, 
monogamy, communication. 
Hobbies: Dancing and collecting elephants. 
How do you meet people: At work, through friends, or online. Do 
you use any social media apps? Yeah. Which one(s)? facebook, 
instagram, snapchat. 
Favorite music: I like most music  
Worst pick up line you’ve ever heard? When I was in high school 
a guy walked up behind me and said “can I get some fries with that 
shake”… like, really?!  
Hottest celebrity: Anderson Copper. Why? Have you seen him, 
that’s all, lol and I kinds like his laugh  
Are you a morning person or a night person? Morning person  
Strangest place you ever did it: In the woods, in the back of a 
pickup truck. 
Dog person or at person: Dog 
Favorite cocktail: Hmmmm... Amaretto sour is what I always drink 
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Paul has been bumped twice. He approached me months ago about 
telling his story, and he just happens to be single so we included 
him in this spread.

Stephen Libby: Give us a little background.  What is your full 
name? How old are you? What is your occupation? What is 
your sexual orientation? 
Paul Cristea: My name is Paul Dorin Cristea. I’m 31. I work as a server 
and I’m gay.
SL: Where were you raised? What was school like there? What 
did they teach about the United States?
PC: I was born and raised in Romania. School was very strict, 
having a lot of expectations from the students. United States was 
only what you’ve seen in the movies: a beautiful country with 
beautiful cities and places to see. 
SL: How long have you lived in the United States? What are 
the similarities and difference from where you were born?
PC: I have been living in USA for 5 years. There are a lot of 
differences between my home country and USA. People in USA 
are more open about everything, like their sexual orientation for 
example or gender identifications. I do feel free and comfortable, 
being part of the LGBT community. And one thing that I like is the 
fact, that in US, in some states same sex marriage became legal. 
SL: What is the attitude regarding gay people in Romania? 
Is there a punishment for being openly gay? What are you 
families’ thoughts about being gay?
PC: When I was growing up in Romania, it was illegal to be gay, as 
same gendered relationships. So, same sex couples can’t show any 
affection, publicly. People have to keep themselves repressed. I was 
afraid of not having the rights like others and being hurt on the 
streets of my town. I believe that I will be harmed because of my 
sexual orientation. I’m afraid of my own family, who had ignored 
what was true and demanded repression, because they don’t 
want to be shunned in its entirety. So many times, those like me 
have been beaten on the streets when walking home. There was 
a constant threat of prosecution against people like me, because 
of my sexual orientation. As I walked down the street, people will 
look at me, like I don’t belong here in Romania. 
SL: Are you in a relationship?  If so how does he/she feel about 
you working shirtless at a gay bar? Do a lot of people hit on 
you at The Stonewall/Moose Lounge?
PC: I’m single right now, but I’m still looking for my soul mate. I 
do talk to a lot of people at Stonewall and I like to socialize and get 
to know people every day. A lot of people notice my accent, and 
they would like to know things about me too. It is so easy to build 
up conversation and making friends. 
SL: What are your personal goals?  What do you hope to 
achieve?
PC: My goal is to entertain people and to build up friendships 
and to show people where I come from. Here in US, I feel that I 
can have a happy life, with no stress or worries, living free, being 
accepted without judgment. 
SL: What LGBT people do you look up to and admire and why?
PC: The first person that I want to mention is my manager Jerry 
Schmidt, that is also a good friend, a role model, and in the same 
time, the person who was always there for me, in these 3 years that 
I’ve worked with him at Stonewall/Moose Lounge. In addition to 
that, I want to mention 2 celebrities that I admire: Carson Kressley 
and Ellen DeGeneres who got married with Portia de Rossi. 
SL: What are your leisure time interests and hobbies?
PC: One of my hobbies is going to the gym, the place that relaxes 
me and that makes me forget of all my problems. And second, 
would be chess, keeps my mind open all the time. 
SL: What is your secret for staying in great shape?
PC: I like to play soccer. Every Thursday night at 8 pm, people gather 
together at the gym and we play there at the court. That would be 
my cardio for the week. And once in a while, I like to swim, still at 
the same place, the gym.

Paul
by Stephen Libby

An Interview with

30 SPRING/SEVENTH ISSUE



colonymeadery.com

#getbuzzed
Tours and tastings 
at our production 
facility in an old 

Mack Truck factory 
in Allentown:

bit.ly/colonytours

On shelves in PA, 
NY and NJ
order online:

bit.ly/colonyship

America’s newest craft beverage happens to be humanity’s oldest.
Mead is a naturally gluten-free alcohol, and the boldest meads in 

the country are right in Allentown. 
Come toast the new golden age!
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My Interview with Single Girl,

 by Martene Fay Bruder
 Photo by Dustin Weiss

Isabelle I’m a girl – female – dare I say, lady.  Sounds like a simple enough statement.  So 
I couldn’t quite imagine what it would feel like if someone came up to me one 
day and insisted I wasn’t.  Or if society in general said I wasn’t what I know I 

am to be.  But that is what an estimated 1.4 million transgender adults in the US go 
through.  I recently had the pleasure of sitting down with Isabelle Nicole Herman 
to discuss her experiences as a male to female transgender woman, and made a 
freaking fabulous new friend.
MFB: Just a disclaimer, I’m an asshole and I might ask something dumb, so 
please don’t be offended or judge me as a person.
INH: Whenever I sit with someone who is trying to understand something and 
they start asking questions – they may get nervous.  I explain to them, if I’m not 
open to you, there might be something you might want to ask – I want you to be 
comfortable and ask anyway.  There might be something that was devastating in 
my past that you are currently dealing with, that will help you.  And I’m okay with 
everything in my life – I have regrets, but I’ve learned to be okay with everything 
I’ve ever done and gone through.
MFB: Awesome - So tell me about yourself – name, age, hometown
INH: Isabelle Nicole Herman, I always say Nicole - it’s very important.  My sister’s 
name is Nicole she’s always been one of my biggest supporters and we’ve been best 
friends since we were children.
MFB: Older or Younger?
INH: Older and she’s always looked out for me.  She used to paint my nails as a kid 
before my dad would get mad at me!  When I legally changed it, I wanted to honor 
my sister and asked if I could use her name.  She said of course and was honored 
and I took her first name as my middle name.  So whenever I’m asked for my name, 
it’s the full Isabelle Nicole Herman – all three names!
MFB: I get the three names, believe me!  So where are you from?
INH: I was born in Allentown, PA, January 11, 1976 
MFB: And tell me about you – your personal story and your process for 
coming out and transitioning
INH: Well it is a long story, but I will try to keep it as short as possible.  It’s 
something I’ve dealt with my whole life, as any trans person does.  I remember 
being 4 or 5 and seeing my sister wear tutus and wondering why I couldn’t wear 
something as cute – or if I was running around and skinned my knee, why didn’t 
mom or dad come over and see if I was okay and give me a hug?  I was told to 
get up, rub some dirt in it, and it’ll be fine by the time you’re married!  I didn’t 
understand why I didn’t get the same treatment.  I remember dressing up in cute 
things when no one was around.  Or on Halloween my sister would dress me up 
as a girl and that was acceptable.  But I remember being a teenager and my mom 
flipping out when she would find all of her clothing in my bedroom.  My step dad 
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would just tell her I was experimenting, but she would get so angry.  Instead of 
trying to understand it, she would just punish me for it – however, I will say that 
she has come to be very supportive now.  I did spend the next several years hiding 
it, though.  At 18 I met a woman, she wanted out of her situation and we ended up 
having 2 children as well, who struggle – I assume – with this, as they do not talk 
with me now.  But after that around 22 I moved back up to Allentown from where 
I was living in the south.  I went to Stonewall back in the day several times as 
“Belle”.  But at that point I just thought it was some type of fetish or something.  I 
didn’t understand it and had no easy access to the internet to even really research 
it.  I felt lost.  So I spent the next several years being a womanizer.  If a woman had 
something pretty about her – I had to be with her.  I eventually met a wonderful 
woman, who I married and am still with till this day - Chaz.  She’s my best friend, 
accepts me completely and again we are still together and good, though obviously 
now the dynamics have changed a bit.  So anyway, at this point I thought – I need 
to put this fetish away.  But time was moving forward and I started to read more 
about what I was feeling and learning more, but I still felt alone and there was a lot 
of self-loathing.  There were some drug issues thrown in there as well, but currently 
clean for 8 years.
MFB ::high fives::
INH: Thank you!  So more time passed and I would dress up in my house, but now 
at this point I had just turned 37 and I remember feeling this overwhelming urge 
that I wanted to go out.  So my wife helped me get dressed and offered to come out 
with me.  But I wanted to go alone – I wanted to go and understand this.  So I went 
to Stonewall, but no one (like me) was there.  Jack was there though.  And I owe 
everything to Jack.  It was May of 2014 and I’m sitting there just lonely – feeling 
worthless and just about ready to leave.  Jack comes out from behind the bar, stops 
me, and says ,”Please come back tomorrow.  There’s this event that’s held over at 
Diamonz called First Fridays.  I know the woman who runs it – she runs this group 
called the MATC (Mid Atlantic Transperience Community).  She’ll do Diamonz on 
Friday and Stonewall on Saturdays.”  So I was so excited the whole next day, I get 
all dressed up and I remember coming through the doors and this woman comes 
running up to me and asks “How do you identify?” And no one ever asked me that!
MFB: And that’s when it clicked?
INH: Yes – just those words!  And I swear it felt like it took an hour to go from my 
brain to my lips, but all the sudden – “Female!”  And she introduced me to a couple 
of other trans women, and I asked a billion questions and it was crazy.  That night 
when I got home – Chaz is sleeping in bed and I knew it would be terrible but I had 
to wake her up.  And mind you I was still really learning and I said I think I’m gay – 
I had always liked men.  And also, I identify as female.  But not fully understanding 
the whole identity/ orientation aspect of it.  And after realizing all this I made a plan 
to come out so to speak.  I wanted to come out after bowling season – so I wrote 
this massive Facebook letter.  But before I posted that, I came out to my mother, my 
father, my sister, my unbelievably great cousin, and other close friends and family.
MFB: Do you have insight in regards to coming out to your loved ones?
INH: What I always tell people when they are coming out to their family is – 
Tell your family but you need to control the situation.  What I and other people 
have noticed is that the first night, usually people are really supportive. But then 
overnight, it’s human nature, people start to think about how it will affect them.  
Then you sometimes have family saying “Well don’t tell so and so – let me tell 
them,” or “Don’t mention it to so and so yet” and before you know it, weeks have 
gone by and you haven’t told anyone.  So you need to set a plan for yourself and 
do it how you want to do it.  Because this is the rest of your life – you need to be 
comfortable with everything.
MFB: What are some of the challenges you faced during your transition?
INH: A lot people think that I’ve had an easy time and that my transition has been 
a snap, but I don’t really talk about the bad things – the people that don’t talk to me 
anymore, the family members that have disowned me.  The horrors don’t outweigh 
the positives that have come from this.  But for example when I came out at the 
company at which I used to work – Americold Logistics – the head of HR hugged 
me, said they were so proud – but it was just lip service from that company.  So 
I legally changed my name, legally changed my gender and I had to wait forever 
for them to change it in the computer – how hard is that?  But while I was there, 
it was the beginning of my transition, so I was still quite boyish but would get 
verbally abused at work constantly.  These are people that used to be my friends 
and we used to joke around, but I was getting more and more withdrawn from them 
and really not talking to anyone at all.   One time after one guy was ripping on 
me for something, I just lost it and was quick with a comeback that he obviously 
didn’t like and he turns to me – I’ll never forget – and says, “Look at you, you’re 
an abomination, why don’t you go hang yourself tonight?”  It really hit me hard 
– I was already struggling and for someone to tell me I should just kill myself 
really just brought me to a low place.  Luckily I worked through these times with 
a therapist – but it was definitely a struggle.  The verbal and sexual abuse at work 
continued for quite some time under management that didn’t seem to care until they 
found a loophole to get rid of me.
MFB: Where are you now, and how is that in comparison?

INH: Now I’m at a really good company – Safelight Autoglass.  They treat me very 
well – I don’t know if they necessarily accept me but they are very nice, treat me 
with respect, and never made me feel not wanted.  This was even after I cut my 
hand all up, almost cut it off – severed tendons, needed months of rehab – which 
leads me to some more bigotry I’ve had to deal with in the medical world.
MFB: Tell me about that experience.
INH: My hand it cut all up and I’m the emergency room, devastated, thinking of 
the huge mistake I just made, wondering how my boss is going to feel and my mind 
is all over the place.  I look down at my wristband and it says “Isabelle Nicole 
Herman – Male”.  Calmly as I could I ask the doctor why my bracelet says male.  
Without missing a beat he asks “What genitalia do you have?”  I ask him, “What 
does that matter, you’re working on my hand?”  So he repeats the same question 
and I say again “You’re working on my hand!”  He asks about my genitalia again, 
now getting belligerent with me!  I just couldn’t believe I was dealing with this.  
Luckily a nurse walked by, heard everything, and pulled the doctor aside and you 
could her hear yelling at him, saying “You can’t talk to her that way!”  She ended up 
coming in, apologizing and fixing my bracelet.  I spent the next three days calling 
anyone who would listen: Julie Carhart, who did nothing, the head of the ER, who 
was more upset at mixed up billing.  I just feel if a person is at the ER, they’re 
already stressed out.  They certainly don’t need a doctor telling them they’re wrong 
for who they are.  
MFB: I can’t imagine how that must have felt.  But I know you like to focus 
on the positive, so tell me about some of the positivity in your life since the 
transition.
INH:  Well one of the most supportive people I have in my life is my cousin Carina 
Clemens.  She is coming out early to do my hair on the day of the photoshoot and 
she is amazing!
MFB: Is she with a specific salon?
INH: She’s with Bellezza Salon - Oh my god, haven’t you’ve ever seen me live?  
I’m there all the time!!
MFB:  Could you please stop yelling at me?!  
INH: ::laughing:: Yes, but seriously she is great and she does a lot for the trans 
community.  She is at the private salon, but if trans people want to come in and 
maybe feel uncomfortable, they just let her know and she makes sure to book 
additional time so there’s no one else there.  And she’ll help people with trying 
different and new looks.  She’s just great and beyond supportive.
MFB: What are your favorite beauty regimens?
INH: Once a week I use an Estee Lauder foam rub, along with an eye cream.  But 
if I had to pick one thing that I do religiously before I go out – that’s my eyeliner!  
I wanted to be able to do the wings for so long and finally started using Benefit’s 
eyeliner – so easy to do!
MFB: Can you give me a lesson please?  I’ve never been good at eyeliner
::impromptu eyeliner lesson::
INH:  So yes – my one beauty tip – always do your eyes!  Seriously – look at these 
eyes!  ::growls:: Everyone loves eyes – men especially – they love that bedroom 
eye.
MFB: I’m usually just really sleepy all the time – so I naturally have a bedroom 
eye, if by bedroom eye you mean just looking tired and ready for bed.
INH:  Right!  Oh – and boobs work too!!  Breast augmentation is the best.
MFB:  Yes!  You just got boobs and they are super fun.  Do you feel like that 
was a big self esteem booster for you?
INH:  Yes!  You know I would look in the mirror before the surgery – and I had 
some breasts because of the hormone therapy
MFB: Wait – I want to side track with hormone therapy – were you ridiculously 
emotional?
INH:  Oh my gosh yes, I would cry at the littlest things.  My first weekend on 
hormones I saw Guardians of the Galaxy and cried like a baby through the whole 
thing!  The first couple of months was rough, and I still go through – jokingly called 
– my time of the month.  But I do injections a couple times a month, so when things 
start to wear down, I get very testy, and the temper can be short.  It’s definitely 
something I’ve had to learn how to deal with.
MFB:  I bet!  Okay, so back to boobs!
INH:  Yes!  I remember looking at the mirror, thinking this was all lovely.  I started 
with the hormones, and started getting some curves, but still felt quite boyish and 
uncomfortable.  I looked into the breast augmentation – it was something I really 
had to have for myself.  So I went ahead with it and I remember the doctor asking 
if I was ready – and of course I was.  He asked if I was ready for the pain and of 
course I thought I was!  After it was done, I quickly looked down and saw them and 
felt so relieved – and then soooo much pain!  But once I finally got home, I looked 
in the mirror and just – tears.  I finally looked how I thought I should look.  And 
even now – I look in the mirror and it just feels amazing – I am so happy with them.
MFB: I love boobs as well!  I’m glad you’re happy with them.  What would you 
say is your proudest moment?
INH: I am what I call a sponsor – I help people come out and spread their wings.  
I’ve helped people make that transition to what we call a “full time” – which I say 
is really just living as yourself. 
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We’re a few months into 2017. How’s your New Year’s resolution 
list looking? A lot of us make promises to ourselves to not 
repeat all of the indulgences, mistakes, and gluttony of the 
previous year. Think about it, if we made all the changes that 

we promised each year – would we really have any major resolutions left 
to make?!? My guess, we’d be pretty happy with our healthy, wealthy, and 
happy selves!

Clearly, we all WANT change. So, why do we struggle so much?
The good news – it’s simple:
We overcomplicate the process, which makes us inconsistent, which 
causes minimal results, which causes us to lose motivation, so we stop. So, 
how do you go from saying WTF do I do…to knowing EXACTLY how to find 
your Way To Fitness.
Again, it is SIMPLE:

- Identify your NUMBER ONE, TOP PRIORITY, MOST IMPORTANT goal. 
          Example: I want to lose 20 lbs.
-Create your WHY – this must be POWERFUL, EMOTIONAL, and TRUTHFULL. 
          Example: Because, I do not want to become diabetic and lose years 
with my children.
- Identify your poison, what is the NUMBER 1 thing preventing you from 
reaching your goal.
          Example: Eating take out and ice cream is the number 1 thing preventing 
me from reaching my goal. 
- The Promise – State your promise, to eliminate your poison, to ALL those 
effected by your goal.
          Example: I promise, to my 2 children, my wife, and myself that each 
week, I will eat 1 time less than the previous
           week, and I will not eat ice cream until I hit my goal weight.
           HINT: Never go cold turkey!! (Unless you’ve done it in the past) ALWAYS, 
make slow transitions, improve (or 
           reduce) by approx. 10-20% each week. 
-The Rules – State the consequences if you break your promise.
           Example: If I break my promise, I will write an apology letter to my 
children and wife, which will be posted onto
           Facebook, AND I will donate $100 to a charity of their choice. 

And before you ask…
Let me address all and any excuses – Forget them, kick them to the curb, 
toss them in the garbage, and do whatever you have to do – to ignore them! 
This is NOT an “ALL OR NOTHING” strategy – trust me, those ALWAYS fail. 
99% of us KNOW what we are doing wrong. 
We know what we SHOULDN’T be doing.
We know what NOT to eat.

If there is something that you REALLY don’t know how to do…start with 
what you DO know, and then as you continue along, and get some results, 
find an expert and ASK for help. 

The secret to changing your life, 
transforming your body, and getting the 

results you want:
Have INTEGRITY and keep your PROMISE…1 day at a time.
When you do this for about 20 days, it will become a habit, like brushing 
your teeth, you no longer have to think about it…
So, start over!
Do the 5 steps again… starting with a new goal….
Then you’ll be doing your FIRST promise and your SECOND….
On day 40… start a third…
By day 100, you’ll be starting your 5th goal…and each of your other 4 goals 
will have been cemented into your daily habits, gradually improving each 

week, and you will be a NEW person
You get the picture!
Keep it simple, Keep it doable, Keep it easy!!
Who wants to run 60 minutes on a treadmill on Jan 2nd!?!?
So Don’t… Read a magazine on the treadmill instead – seriously – get in 
your gym clothes, sit on the treadmill, and READ!!
Once you do that for 20 days, well guess what – you’ve created a habit of 
going to the gym!!!
NOW, walk on the treadmill, then eventually run, etc, etc.
There is ZERO need to rush – and you’ll actually improve and get results 
WAY faster by this process than just trying to go 100mph right away.

In 100 days, I’ve seen clients:
- lose 35lbs
- no longer be type II diabetic
- break addictions to alcohol, sleeping pills, and pain killers
- run their first 5k, 10k, or even half marathon
- and my favorite…go from saying WTF!? …. to being able to keep the 
weight off and continue their weight loss, on their own, for months, or 
years to come! 

Life is complicated – losing weight doesn’t need to be!
For free support, accountability, and coaching:
Join me at https://www.facebook.com/WayToFitness  
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By Perry O’Hearn
Owner, Philly-Phitness

STOP 
SAYING “WTF”

AND FIND YOUR WAY TO FITNESS…
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Stephen Libby: 1927. What was going 
on at that time that prompted the 
city of Easton to build the State 
Theatre?  What was the first show? 
Shelley brown: The State Theatre building 
was, originally, a bank.  In 1926 it opened 
as a theatre.   What is interesting is that 
it was one of seven in the city, and not the grandest.   In 1929, Easton had 
the second-highest per-capita income in the country after Newport, Rhode 
Island.   The main industry was silk mills….textiles.   That is why there is 
so much fabulous architecture in the city…downtown and on college 
hill.   Eventually, all of the other theatres were gone, and we were the last 
remaining reminder of all of that theatrical opulence.  Fortunately a group 
of citizens bought the building for $25,000 and mounted a campaign to 
restore it.  They raised six million dollars, and it reopened in 1990. 

SL: What is the mission statement and goal of the State Theatre? 
SB: THE PRIMARY MISSION OF THE STATE THEATRE IS TO PROVIDE A STAGE TO 
CELEBRATE AND EXPLORE THE ARTS TOGETHER.
In accomplishing this goal:
We will bring together, entertain and enrich the lives, of people of all ages, 
races, income levels, and cultural interests. We will serve a population 
residing and/or working in the Lehigh Valley and beyond. We will provide 
a variety of performing arts. We will also provide a unique facility for 
business and social gatherings.
We will preserve our physical resources and manage our financial resources 
in a way that is respected by our patrons, our donors, the vendors with 
whom we do business, and the community we serve.
Finally, we will consistently seek new, innovative ways to serve the diverse 
cultural interests of the community.

SL: Stats. Who has had the fastest sell out? Who has played the State 
Theatre the most times?  
SB: Who has had the fastest sell out?  Tim Conway & Harvey Korman, 
November 1999 sold out to our Members. We didn’t have a point of 
purchase website then…it was all in person or by phone.  We got so many 
orders we added a second show at 10 PM.
Who has played the State Theatre the most times?  The Nutcracker has been 
on the schedule for 22 years (Princeton Ballet for 2 years, Moscow Ballet for 
20), The Nobodies of Comedy ran for 13 years, and The Fab Faux will have its 
12th Anniversary this year.  Other notable repeaters include Dion, BB King, 
Anne Murray, Bill Engvall, Bobby Collins, Colin Mochrie & Brad Sherwood 
and Ringo Starr.

SL: So, the Freddy Awards won an Emmy Award. Who’s idea was The 
Freddys? Who gets to keep the Emmy? 
SB: The FREDDY Awards television production has been awarded 2 
Emmys, and been nominated 7 times. It has also won many other 
broadcasting awards.  We and our partner, WFMZ, are really proud of that 
accomplishment.   The FREDDY Awards program itself the State Theatre’s 
“baby”.  The TV show is the wonderful tip of a very large iceberg…people 
don’t see how much it entails “below the surface”.   About 17 years ago, I 
heard about a musical-theatre awards program in another state.   It 
sounded really interesting.   We researched the topic, and found that 

there are many across the country.   The 
closest other program is in New Jersey…
the Rising Star Awards at the Paper Mill 
Playhouse.   They generously shared 
their methods with us.  I was a television 
producer in a former life, and felt that it 
shouldn’t just be on stage, but also be a 

television show.  I had no idea how massive an enterprise that would turn 
out to be, by the way.  Barry Fisher of WFMZ agreed to partner with us, and a 
star was born!  This year will be the 15th Anniversary show.  It has enhanced 
the lives of thousands of local students, and the community as a whole.   
Our entire staff works on the project, and we all love it.
Our Emmys are proudly displayed in our office. We are very proud of them.

SL: What have been some other highlights? 
SB: We have presented  great performers….over a thousand in my tenure.  
The times I remember are when the magic happens between the audience 
and the artist and the whole evening is magical.  Artists who play our stage 
are always very talented, but there are just some moments that transcend 
others.   I, personally, am a sucker for artists like Tony Bennett and Jesse 
Cook, who put down the mic and sing.  The acoustics here are perfect, and 
it’s always emotional.   Ringo Starr loved it here and played an extra half 
hour….so did Elvis Costello.  And Brian Wilson performed Pet Sounds live 
for the first time here.  And, of course, the FREDDYs.  

SL: How difficult is fundraising? And, what can people do to get 
involved and support The State Theatre? 
SB: Fundraising is always a challenge.  When I came here twenty-five years 
ago, there were 2 theatres.   Now there are 18 venues, including a casino.   
We are all competing for the same ticket- dollars.  And above that, we need 
to keep the place open and take care of our historic building.  Non-profits 
like us are always fundraising.  People think when they come to a sold-out 
show that we made tons of money.   What they don’t know is how much 
it cost to put that show on….our profit is small, and sometimes we lose 
money.  It’s challenging, for sure.  We ask that people come to the shows, 
but also become Members here to help us keep things operating…our 
memberships start at only $75 per year.  We also hope that companies will 
consider sponsoring shows.  But coming here and making memories is the 
first step toward supporting us more, so we always want that to be the first 
step.

The State Theatre Turns 90 
An Interview with president and CEO

Shelley Brown
By Stephen Libby
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3RD &
FERRY
FISH
MARKET

As the days grow longer and warmer, it’s time to lighten up. Trade in sweaters 
for T-shirts and head to 3rd & Ferry Fish Market in Easton to indulge in an array 
of swimmingly fresh (and responsibly sourced) seafood dishes and distinctive 
drinks. Chef/owner Michael Pichetto packs the seasonal menu with classic 
tastes – though he adds his personal stamp with bold seasonings. For example, 
toppings on Lobster Crab Tostadas include candied jalapeno, multiple 
versions of ceviche include Chipotle-Fire Roasted Corn, and super-popular 
Spicy Tuna Tartare gets a spicy kick from Sriracha sauce. “Spices work well with 
seafood,” says General Manager Bradley Wilson. “They balance each other out 
quite nicely – without overpowering the seafood.” 
 Wilson notes that the weekly Sunday Social, which runs from noon 
to 6 p.m. at the bar, offers a great way to start the week. Along with five-dollar 
Bloody Marys – made with house-made horseradish infused vodka – and 
Mimosas, buck-a-shuck oysters highlight the abundance of the raw bar. 
Sharable two- and three-tier a la carte towers come laden with an eye-popping 
selection of oysters (in five to eight varieties), clams, mussels, lump crab, 
shrimp, ceviche, and more.
 The dedicated bar staff keeps glasses filled with crafty cocktails that 
feature distinctive infusions ranging from bourbon flavored with pecans or a 
peach-vanilla bean blend to hibiscus-infused sweet vermouth. Wilson reports 
that his personal favorite is vodka infused with chorizo sausage and chipotle 
peppers. “That gets a real nice smoky, spicy flavor. It’s phenomenal in a Bloody 
Mary.” Of course, those who embrace efficiency can order a Crabby Mary, a 
signature Red Rover Bloody Mary complete with shrimp cocktail, colossal crab 
and a crabcake slider. Consider this “brunch in a glass” as the bait that can get 
you hooked on 3rd & Ferry Fish Market. Fresh flavors make a splash in downtown Easton

Article by Lenora Dannelke
Photos by Bradley Wilson
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Clams Casino 
Serves 4 

This version of the century-old New England favorite – 
Chef Julius Keller is credited with inventing the dish at 
Rhode Island’s Narragansett Pier Casino in 1917 – adds 
chorizo sausage to the traditional mix. 

16 top neck or chowder clams 
4 T unsalted butter 
4 ounces chopped bacon (approx. 4 slices) 
4 ounces ground chorizo sausage 
2 T lemon juice 
1 white onion, small diced 
2 ribs celery, diced 
1/2 tsp. dry oregano 
1 tsp. chopped garlic 
1/4 cup diced red bell pepper 
1/4 cup chopped parsley 
Salt and pepper to taste 

The Nor’easter
Serves 1

This twist on a classic rum punch creates a perfect storm 
of flavors, with aromatic thyme and a bevy of sweet fruit 
juices balancing boldly complex bitters and the bite of 
spiced Caribbean rum.

In a pint glass, muddle a sprig of thyme and 8 
dried cranberries with 1 1/2 ounces passion fruit 
syrup. Add ice to fill the glass and pour in 2 ounces 
Kraken Black Spiced Rum. Fill the glass with equal 
parts orange juice, pineapple juice, and cranberry-
infused pomegranate juice.  Add a dash of creole 
bitters, cover and shake. Rim a hurricane glass with 
demerara sugar (a minimally refined large grained 
raw cane sugar with a delectable crunch) and pour 

Spicy Shrimp and Clam Linguini 
Serves 4

A scampi-style wine-based sauce keeps this pasta dish 
light enough to enjoy in warm weather – and also creates 
a delectable backdrop for plump shrimp and tender 
clams. 

1 pound dry linguini pasta 
3 T olive oil 
12 shrimp (U16/20) peeled, deveined with tails on 
24 small Manilla clams or cockles 
1 1/2 T minced garlic 
1 T minced shallot 
1 Serrano pepper, sliced thinly crosswise (adjust to 
desired spice level) 
1/4 cup dry white wine 
1/2 cup clam broth or fish stock 
1/4 pound unsalted butter cut into 1/2-inch cubes, 
chilled 

1/4 cup panko breadcrumbs
Lemon wedges for serving 

Preheat oven to 350°F.
Steam clams in a covered pot over high heat with 
1/2-inch water just until they open. Remove from 
heat and cool in ice water bath. Remove meat from 
clams and chop. Separate shells and discard top half 
of each.
In a large sauté pan, fry chopped bacon and chorizo 
in butter with lemon juice, cooking until bacon 
is crispy. Drain rendered grease and reserve. Add 
onion, celery, oregano and garlic to pan and sauté 
until translucent. Add red pepper and parsley and 
cook an additional minute. Add panko breadcrumbs 
and chopped clams and mix. Stir in rendered grease 
from bacon 1 tablespoon at a time until bread is well 
coated. Season with salt and pepper. Fill reserved 
shells with mixture.
Assemble clams on a baking sheet and bake 
approximately 10 minutes or until golden brown. 
Garnish with wedge of lemon.

shaken drink into the glass.  Garnish with a slice of 
orange, sprig of thyme, and dried cranberries and 
enjoy.  

Note: Soak a handful of craisins in 16 ounces of 
pomegranate juice in the fridge for 48 hours before 
serving. 

1 cup chopped parsley 
Salt and pepper to taste
 
Bring 1 1/2 gallons of salted water to a rapid boil in 
a large stockpot. Add pasta to boiling water and stir 
over high heat; cook approximately 11 minutes.
While pasta is cooking, heat olive oil in a large sauté 
pan on high.  
Pat shrimp dry with paper towel and season lightly 
with salt and pepper. Add seasoned shrimp and 
clams to pan and sauté for 2 minutes. Add garlic, 
shallots and Serrano peppers and cook an additional 
2 minutes. Add dry white wine and clam broth. Bring 
to a boil for 1 minute and add chilled butter. Stir until 
butter is incorporated into sauce. Add parsley and 
adjust with salt and pepper. 
Strain pasta, let dry for 1 minute and add to sauté 
pan. Toss and serve.

The Local Business
Serves 1

Premium vodka, made by Bethlehem’s celebrated Social 
Still, lays an ultra-smooth foundation for this blueberry-
laced libation

Pour 3 ounces Social Still Vodka into a shaker filled 
with ice. Add 2 ounces blueberry infused honey (see 
recipe in sidebar) and 1 ounce freshly squeezed lime 
juice.   Shake and strain into a martini glass. Garnish 
with vodka-soaked blueberries. 

Note: For the vodka soaked blueberries, Simply soak 
blueberries in vodka in an airtight container for 48 
hours before enjoying. 

Blueberry Infused Honey

Purchasing blueberry infused honey may be 
convenient, but 3rd & Ferry General Manager 
Bradley Wilson reports that the restaurant 
prepares this specialty on-site, and he 
recommends using raw honey for the best flavor.

In a 16-ounce sealable glass container, take 
a handful of blueberries and muddle 
them lightly. Add 4 heaping spoons of raw 
honey. Fill container with hot water and stir 
to begin mixing. Once everything is combined 
nicely, close the container and let sit for 48 
hours at room temperature. After 48 hours, 
stir again. Your infusion is now ready to use. 



“Heavenly femme father, I am trying desperately to hold together 
the tired and fraying edges of a house. ... ”

So proclaims Rey-Rey, den mother of the House of Light, 
the tightly connected yet lavishly dysfunctional family that sits at 
the center of Tarell Alvin McCraney’s innovative and outlandish 
Wig Out!, on stage at Muhlenberg College March 30 
through April 2.

Directed by faculty member Troy Dwyer, the production 
is just one ambitious undertaking of what promises to be a 
remarkably rich and varied spring season, alongside stagings 
of Anton Chekov’s poignant final play The Cherry Orchard and 
Gertrude Stein’s whimsically avant-garde Listen to Me (directed by 
Matthew Moore and James Peck respectively).

McCraney’s play focuses on the intense personal 
connections that make up the family unit within drag house 
culture, and specifically within the House of Light, a family that 
includes a mother and father (Rey-Rey and Lucian) while upending 
the gender and societal roles of a traditional nuclear family in 
favor of something richer and more complex. 

The drag balls at the core of the play trace their roots 
to Harlem in the 1860s; they flourished during the Harlem 

by Peter Callahan
Photos by Ken Ek

Make-up by Alexis Rodriguez
Wigs by Bobbie Pinz

Styling by Rachel Aberman & Andy Jean 
Location: Stonewall/Moose Lounge
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Renaissance of the 1920s and ’30s. Today’s drag ball culture took 
shape in the 1960s, as black queens began hosting predominantly 
black drag events, and the scene moved from the club circuit 
to “house” networks. Not until 1990, with the release of the 
documentary film Paris Is Burning did the scene achieve any sort 
of mainstream recognition — helped along by pop star Madonna’s 
drag-inspired hit song “Vogue,” that same year. The balls 
themselves are extravagant competitions, in which contestants 
“walk” and are judged on a specific set of criteria, including the 
“realness” of their drag, their movement and dance abilities, and 
their fashion choices.

In Wig Out!, the complexity of the relationships in drag 
culture is reflected in McCraney’s language, a mélange of hip-hop 
and pop references blended into weightier dramatic lyricism. 
Though the characters make up a single unit, each is given their 
own individualized mode of expressing their innermost thoughts 
and desires. “McCraney is a hard-core linguistic scavenger,” writes 
New York Times critic Ben Brantley. “He has blessed each of his 
characters with the authority of playwrights who beg, borrow and 
steal lustrous words to re-shape the world in their own images.”

But for all the acclaim Wig Out! received in its 2008 Off-
Broadway premiere, at New York’s Vineyard Theatre, the show has 
scarcely ever been performed; the only other major production 
took place at the Royal Court Theatre in London later on that same 
year. McCraney counts several notable successes in recent years, 
and so this lack of productions is puzzling — though it isn’t for 
lack of trying that Muhlenberg has waited until now to stage the 
piece. 

“I’ve been hoping to do the show for several years now,” 
Dwyer says, “and I was originally set to direct it for our 2015 season, 
but at the last minute, we lost the performance rights. I didn’t want 
to lose the representative value of telling the stories of people of 
color — so we produced Shakespeare’s Romeo & Juliet, but we re-
imagined it in a world similar to Ferguson, Missouri, with the 
Capulets as a black family and the Montagues as a white family.”

Dwyer’s take was not your traditional Shakespeare — but 
it was completely in line with Muhlenberg’s determination to 
broaden the range of casting opportunities for an increasingly 
diverse array of students. Dwyer in particular has worked to 
defy conventional approaches to casting. He also recently 
directed a production of The Winter’s Tale in which the male 
love interest, Florizel, was depicted as female, introducing an 
element of queerness into the work; his Tempest, co-created with 
choreographer Charles O. Anderson, featured similar elements. 
Dwyer says he’s thrilled to be tackling a contemporary work that 
addresses struggles of sexuality, gender, and race head-on.

  “There’s a line in Muhlenberg’s diversity statement about 
how important it is for everyone at the college to meaningfully 
engage with the perspectives and experiences of ‘historically 
underrepresented and marginalized groups,’” he says. “As a queer 
artist, I really love this. Personally, it’s meant that stories about 
people like me, white cisgender gay guys, have value on our stages 
here. But as marginalized as my particular queer identity might 
be, it’s nothing compared to what queer people of color, especially 
trans folks, have to deal with.”

The timing of Muhlenberg’s production may prove 
fortuitous; the show coincides with McCraney’s increasing 
prominence in the theatre community. He was recently appointed 
chair of playwriting at the Yale School of Drama, an exceptionally 
prestigious position for a still-young playwright. And his play In 
Moonlight Black Boys Look Blue served as the inspiration for Barry 
Jenkins’s critically acclaimed film Moonlight, poised to be a major 
contender at this year’s Academy Awards at a time when the 
Academy has been criticized for its seeming reluctance to honor 
artists of color.

“Wig Out! is a well-known earlier play of his, though it 
doesn’t seem to be produced as much as his other plays,” says Dr. 

Sharrell Luckett, one of Dwyer’s colleagues in the Muhlenberg 
theatre program and the production’s managing dramaturg. 
“That’s why it’s so exciting that Muhlenberg is producing this 
particular play.” Luckett will lead the research team through the 
cultural inquiry of the play, helping to contextualize the show for 
the production team, cast and audience. 

“Together we are engaging in deep research, and 
preparing activities for the cast and audience,” she says. “A 
challenge on my end is definitely preparing dramaturgy for the 
audience. How do we educate others, and frame this piece in a 
way that honors ballroom culture? How do we reject stereotypes, 
but still show ‘truth’ at the same time? What does the audience 
need to enter the world of the play that may not be in the script 
or staged? What do we want our audiences to leave with? And the 
seminal question: Why this play now?”
 The answer may be linked to the continuing popularity 
of drag in mainstream culture. The release of Paris is Burning and 
the mega-success of the television show RuPaul’s Drag Race have 
done much to develop a broader appreciation of drag — as well 
as to enable mainstream acceptance of LGBTQ identities. The 
downside, says Dwyer, is that the mainstream gets an exceptionally 
narrow version of queer culture, often at the expense of other 
more marginalized versions. Drag ball culture continues to thrive 
beyond RuPaul, though few people outside of those communities 
seem to be aware of it. Nor are they aware that the culture is 
sustained mainly by poor queer people of color. 
 “What I think is so vital about Wig Out! is that it not only 
makes visible sides of queer culture that aren’t part of Drag Race-
inspired tastes, but also holds up a different set of aesthetics 
and standards for what drag is,” Dwyer says. “It shines a more 
inclusive light. We still play with the Drag Race formula a bit in our 
production, but we’re not interested in selling you vodka, Scruff 
Pro, or trips to Las Vegas.”
 Dwyer has put together an accomplished creative team to 
aid him in bringing this production to fruition, including faculty 
members, students, and notable contributors to the theatre 
world. Make-up designer Joe Dulude II, who designed make-up 
for the Tony Award-winning Broadway production of Wicked, will 
design makeup for the show. He says his own involvement in the 
drag scene heavily influences his approach to the work. 
 “My drag is often about playing with the masculine 
and feminine,” Dulude says. “Since my own experiences in drag 
and working with other drag queens is so diverse, that is what 
I plan on bringing to the show: not just one style of drag but a 
combination of styles. I take inspiration from everything in life 
and will definitely be using that to create these characters.”
 Sophomore Mike Schatz is composing an original a 
cappella score for the show, and Muhlenberg faculty member 
Samuel Antonio Reyes, another veteran of the ballroom scene, will 
create the show’s extensive choreography. Reyes’s first job will be 
to familiarize the all-student cast with a brand of performance art 
new to most of them. 

 Playing Miss Nina/Wilson, Muhlenberg junior Evan 
Brooks acknowledges the show’s unique demands, but says he’s 
thrilled to be involved.
 “To be able to produce a show that interrogates the 
authenticity of identity in this current moment in our nation’s 
history is nothing less than a gift,” Brooks says. “In a time when 
blackness, queerness etc. are identity markers often held against 
us, Wig Out! seeks to worship them. Ms. Nina isn’t concerned 
just with the performance of femininity or of masculinity. She is 
invested in both. I have never played a character so aware of the 
ways in which humans are constantly making ourselves legible to 
the world beyond ourselves.”
 Wig Out! plays March 30 – April 2 in Muhlenberg College’s 
Baker Theatre, Thursday through Saturday at 8 p.m. and Sunday at 
2 p.m. Tickets and information: 484-664-3333 or muhlenberg.edu/
theatre.
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I interviewed brilliant actor, jazz singer, 
stand-up comedian, Orange is the New 
Black star Lea Delaria in January, 2017. 
In March she’ll be in Allentown as the 
Keynote for the LGBT Business Council 
Summit at Muhlenberg College. 
Liz Bradbury: Tell me about your new CD. 
Lea DeLaria: Not so new, it came out in July 
2015 and it’s called House of David: DeLaria 
+ Bowie = Jazz. 12 Jazz covers of David Bowie. 
We used (Bowie’s) website to show people 
what the cover would look like. We gave 
him the exclusive on that. He was a very 
big supporter, for me and the project…very 
cool…and then 6 months later he died. 
That was crazy… I’m very very very very sad 
I didn’t get the chance to meet him.
LB: Yes, what a terrible thing.
LD: Yeah, well…2016 can suck my dick…but 
2017 appears to be looking up because what 
I like to call him now, the man who put the 
Pee in POTUS….I am very very excited about 
his golden showers “gate”. It’s like a gift 
from God to comics…hilarious.
LB: Tell us about getting the part of Big Boo 
in Orange is the New Black.
LD: Originally they had me audition for 
a CO (Corrections Officer) but then Jenji 
(Kohan) and her people really liked me 
and wanted me to read for a prisoner, 
because they didn’t think the CO part was 
big enough. So, I read for the part that is 
now being played by Liz Tucci …I think her 
name is Anita Demarco. She showed Piper 
around on the very first show. I read for that 
and then the casting director turns off the 
camera and says, you’re exactly what we’re 
looking for, Lea…so thought I’d had a pretty 
good audition. 

     But, back at my manager’s office he was 
on the phone with casting and it didn’t 
sound good. He was saying, “Uh-huh, uh-
huh,” and when he hung up the phone he 
said…  “First, they love you….”
     And I thought, Oh no…I’m fucked.
    So he lets the other shoe drop and says, 
“But they say there’s not really a part for 
you.”
    And I had a hissy fit, I said, “You gotta 
fucking be kidding me, THEY’RE MAKING 
A SERIES THAT TAKES PLACE IN A WOMEN’S 
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PRISON…AND THERE ISN’T A PART FOR ME!?!?!?
     My manager said, “But, but, they swear they are going to write a 
part for you!”
     Oh yeah, I am still waiting for that role on Law and Order they 
were going to write for me, and that’s been off the air for five years, 
right?
     I fucking quit. At that time I lived in London and NY, so I packed 
up all my shit and moved to my place in London and said I’m not 
ever, EVER, going to act in NY again. But when I got to London there 
were like 12 messages on my phone from my manager and he says, 
“Are you glad you had your little hissy fit? Because they DID write a 
part for you, so come back!”
    Big Boo was only a 3 episode minor character, but they realized 
they needed a butch in that role. They knew I was funny and they 
knew who they were writing for, and that’s why Big Boo is so easy 
for me to do, because it is basically me. So now I am a regular.   
LB: Did you go after the part because of the Lesbian presence in 
the show?
LD: First, what influenced me was a pay check. I wanted to work. 
And, two… this is Jenji Kohan, she’s a genius of television. I wanted 
to work with Jenji. Three…You don’t get to read stuff, you get sides, 
whatever scene you are auditioning with, not the whole script. 
Nobody read the pilot. Except Kate Mulgrew … that was an offer 
situation, and think Laura Prepon got to read the pilot. Because 
she was …Laura Prepon.
    (OITNB) is watched by 90 million people in 190 countries, our 
fanbase is not just queers. Our fan base is a wide variety of people, 
which is great, right? The show is done so realistically, it portrays 
queer people with dignity, and we are three dimensional, so 
people are actually learning about us. Big Boo is for butches. My 
ex always called me Bull Dyke Santa Claus. People see me and big 
smiles go across their face and they are so excited that it’s me. And 
I couldn’t be a bigger butch dyke, it says butch on my arm, right. 
It’s a win-win …Same as Laverne (Cox) did for Transgender people. 
This show has been a gift to us queers. It was the #1 show on TV in 
the world last year. Every critic, every critic, had Orange is the New 
Black at the top of the list. 
LB: Tell us about the Death of Poussey Episode.
LD: Seriously, Poussey was incredibly loved, if you’re trying to 
make a point about what happens to people in prison, that prison 
is not fun and games, prisoners get killed all the fucking time…
Jenji Kohan was trying to send a message. Why do you think she 
was killed on the show?
LB: Black Lives Matter?
LD: Right, Jenji is trying to change things. Jengi Kohan uses her 
power for good. Poussey was a loved character - it makes a point. 
It’s powerful, that’s one of the reasons I love the show.
LB: So, are you taping season 5 now?
LD: We just wrapped.
LB: Any hints about what’s going to happen? 
LD: Nothing I can tell you about! Dude, you wanna get me thrown 
off the show!?!
LB: The show’s gotten some great awards….
LD: Well, Uzo (Aduba got an Emmy), that was exciting, I’ve known 
her for years, we’ve done Broadway shows together, I was so happy 
for her, she’s an incredible talent.
….And we’ve gotten two SAG awards, I’m sitting here in my living 
room looking at two SAG awards! And we’re nominated for a SAG 
again. I’ve been in show business a long time, I started April 20. 
Ha, that’s 420 (pi day), and it will be my 35th year as a professional 
entertainer. I never had a day job, I started out as a butch dyke 
comic. I didn’t even use my name, I called myself “Fucking Dyke.” 
I was bald, with boots, and the safety pins, now I‘m on stage with 
Conan and in the top show in the entire world!
LB: I was at the LGBT March on Washington in 1993 and I ran up to 
the stage to hear you speak…and you said…
LD: Oh yeah, everybody was mad at the Clinton Administration 
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because of the gays in the military thing, I said, “I know that 
I am going to get in trouble, but I personally like the Clinton 
Administration because we finally in our Country have a First Lady 
we can fuck.”  
LB: I thought you said — “That I can fantasize about fucking…” 
LD: No, no I said, “… a First Lady we can fuck.” That joke got me 
in a whole lot of trouble. They called a special session of Congress 
the next day, they censured me. In Northampton, MA, I did a show 
and on the right was a group of Christian creepy assholes with big 
signs, “Lea is going to Hell” And on the other side were dykes with 
signs saying I was sexist. People still mention it. 
LB: Have you talked to Hillary?
LD: I haven’t spoken to her. I campaigned tirelessly for her, they 
sent me all over the country to campaign for her. 
LB: Want to say something about the election?
LD: I will be very strongly at the Women’s March, but right now 
I just want to focus on that he likes Russian women pissing on 
him….
   People need to get off their fucking high horse, we do not have 
to be fucking careful. I reach people with my rage-full, screaming, 
angry comedy, that Ellen DeGeneres could never reach with her 
mild humor. And she reaches people with her mild humor that I 
could never reach. The two of us affect change. I’m tired of people 
saying, you have to understand why people voted for him. I know 
why people voted for him…because people are racist, sexist, and 
homophobic. I don’t need to put myself in their shoes. A bunch of 
straight white guys saying, “my privileges are being taken away”. 
I’m not a liberal…I’m a radical.
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When John Waters delivered his gleefully subversive advice to the graduates of 
the Rodale Island School of Design, the speech went viral, in part because it was so 
brilliantly on point about making a living as a creative person.  Waters notes that he is 
eminently qualified to be a commencement speaker, because he was suspended from 
high school, then kicked out of college. Yet he is a success doing what he loves best. 
Waters advices young people to eavesdrop, listen to their enemies, and horrify us with 
new ideas. In other words, make trouble. I wanted to interview John Waters before 
his appearance at the Clinton Book Shop, but I also wanted to interview John Waters 
because I have been a huge fan for decades. When I first called John he informed me 
he was having computer problems and had to step away for a moment.  This allowed 
me to compose myself because I was on the phone with John Waters.

Interview by Rob Dougherty
Photos by Stephen Maturen 

John Waters
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Rob Dougherty: Before I start, I’m wondering if there is a 
question that has never been asked that you really wish would 
be? Maybe that can be the first question.
John Waters: When you have been doing this for as long as I have, 
you have been asked just about every question imaginable. I am 
looking forward to talking about the new book.

RD: OK, let’s dive in. The first question that I have to ask is did you 
watch the live Hairspray? What did you think?
JW: I loved it. I think they did a great job, the cast was great and 
it was well done. A lot of the people associated with it were part 
of the Broadway play and I know them. I knew that it had to be 
good. Hairspray has been around for so long. They are doing it in 
high schools. I mean can you believe it? A play with a man playing 
a woman and two men singing a love song to one another. I 
believe Hairspray is the only movie I made that is subversive.

RD: We are here to talk about the new book, Make Trouble. 
The advance copy arrived at our book shop and I immediately 
grabbed it. I’ve read through it a number of times already 
and love the speech, I also love the 
illustrations.
JW: Yes, let’s talk about the book. You 
know, the illustrations were done by Eric 
Hanson. I was so excited to be able to 
work with Eric Hanson again, he did the 
cover for my book, Role Models. I love all 
of his work. He caught exactly what I was 
saying and helped to make this book.
(Rob’s observation: Eric Hanson said of 
book design, “I don’t like reading a book 
when I dislike the design. This probably 
sounds superficial, but design affects 
the experience.” In the case of the design 
of Make Trouble, this interviewer totally 
agrees. It brings the speech to life for the 
reader. I had to get that in there)

RD: Make Trouble is the speech you 
presented to the graduating class of 2015 
of the Rhode Island School of Design. I 
want to say, as a bookseller, I’m excited 
because it is such a great alternative for 
booksellers to hand to people who are 
looking for the right book to present to someone moving into a 
new chapter of their life.
JW: Thank you. Even though it was the commencement speech, 
it was not put together just for graduates, but also for anyone 
who has had troubles in school, in work, in life. The book is 
about making it (life) work for you in-spite of troubles. It is also 
a book for parents of anyone who has had trouble. Let’s face it, 
who hasn’t had troubles? I hope this is a book that anyone can 
pick-up, read, and make it work for them. Look at me. Talk about 
trouble.

RD: What was it like for you being introduced and expected 
to give a motivating speech based upon your experience as an 
artist?
JW: It was great. I mean I was not only asked to speak, I was being 
presented an Honorary Degree of Fine Arts by the school. The 
only time I ever graduated was from elementary school and even 
that was questionable. Here they were asking me to attend the 
school. I’ve been referred to as the Prince of Puke and here I was 
making a commencement speech.

RD: My favorite line from the book is “Go out in the world and 
fuck it up beautifully” What is the best example of someone 

fucking it up beautifully you have experienced.
JW: Oh wow, Could you hold on, I’m having plumbing problems on 
top of my computer problems, (30-second pause) OK, I am back. 
People can fuck up the world beautifully in so many ways. I mean 
think of all they can do. They don’t have to ask permission to fuck 
up the world, they just have to do it, horrify, outrage, make people 
nervous, and push the boundaries. One example I can think of is 
Hackers. Hackers are fucking it up. Granted, they are not out in 
the streets protesting and rioting like we did, but they are causing 
people to stop and look at what they are doing. People gasp at what 
is being exposed by hackers and still they follow them, waiting for 
what is next.

RD: Your speech talks about being an insider when today it seems 
so many want to be an outsider. Why an insider?
JW: Being an outsider is so last year. To really shake things up, to 
really make people nervous, you have to be an insider. I was once 
called an outsider. I haven’t really changed that much.  Society has 
changed and I am an insider. I mean I have to be if I’m going to 
continue to create. In the beginning of a career a bad review can 

be good, any review can be good. At some 
point in a successful career, you need the 
positive reviews to keep moving. I guess 
that is an insider thing. Here, I was making 
a speech to college graduates “a filth elder 
like me” invited to give advice to graduates 
and I’m still working. I think that makes 
me an insider.

RD: You said, or at least it was attributed to 
you. “We need to make books cool again. If 
you go home with someone and they don’t 
have books, don’t fuck them”. Booksellers 
across the country love this. Have you 
always been a book lover?
JW: I love books. They are art. I have 
them in every room of my house. Books 
are cool, and books shops are back. The 
independent book shop is cool and it is 
back. Because I live in San Fransico, and 
have a place in New York, I have so many 
great independent book shops to choose 
from. People always ask what my favorites 
are and I don’t really have any. I love them 

all. I just think it is great that people are still reading.

RD: Were you able to talk to any of the graduates following the 
speech.
JW: Oh, no. They were more concerned with getting their diplomas 
and getting out of there. I do hope they were thinking about 
making trouble. In Make Trouble I talk about the need for youth 
spies who will be nosey, who will eavesdrop, the ones who will 
keep the older ones informed of what is going on. It is hard to stay 
current for a lot of people. I hope they were all in a mad dash to get 
out there and fuck things up beautifully.

RD: Thank you John Waters. I sincerely appreciate your taking the 
time to share a little bit of you. We really look forward to seeing 
you on April 18th in Clinton, New Jersey. One last question; What are 
you working on now?
JW: Trying to get the plumbing and computer problems cleared 
up. Other than that, a new book, of course.
John Waters new book, Make Trouble, will be released on April 
11, 2017 and is being published by Algonquin Books. John Waters 
will appear at the Clinton Book Shop in Clinton, NJ on April 8th. 
Tickets for the event can be purchased by calling the Clinton 
Book Shop at 908-735-8811
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”You’re going to burn in hell.” “Hell is real.” “God does not see you.” 
“God does not love you if you continue in your sin.” “God does not 
know who you are.”
     These were some of the phrases an anti-LGBT protestor used to 
spiritually violate worshipers arriving at Metropolitan Community 
Church of the Lehigh Valley on Sunday, December 4, 2016. The 
protestor stationed himself outside the church to verbally accost 
congregants as they made their way to the building.
     While the protestor did not name then president-elect Donald 
Trump as an inspiration, according to the Southern Poverty Law 
Center, hate incidents have increased since the election on the 
second Tuesday of November.
     Everyone has a right to free speech and their opinions. Telling 
someone they are destined for a life of eternal damnation is not 
a crime. The best response to hate speech is no response because 
purveyors of hostility are not interested in changing their views 
and belief systems. 
     So how does one maintain a spiritual center in a polarized 
society? Consider the following:
#1 Do not allow external voices to determine your spiritual 
identity. As the saying goes - “Another person’s opinion of you 
is none of your business.” Do not bother making other people’s 
opinions any of your concern. What we hear from people isn’t 
nearly as important as what we perceive in the core of our being 
from our spiritual source.
#2 Continue in your chosen spiritual practices. Commit time for 
that which brings light and strength.   
#3 Stand with disenfranchised groups. Oppressive power is about 
treating people differently according to their wealth, position or 
status. Fight the power by treating everyone equally. There is no 
room for partiality and picking favorites in a world that’s spirit-
led.
#4 Avoid snark, sarcasm and cynicism because they are all deadly 
to forming meaningful connections. Negativity is unattractive no 
matter if it is presented in an entertaining or clever manner. Focus 
on kindness and cutting people a break.
#5 Resist transactional relationships. President Donald Trump 
is a transactional kind-of-a-guy. In transactional relationships, 
there is always an exchange - someone gets something for giving 
something. Much has been written about Trump’s love for deals 
and negotiating transactions that favor his corporation. The 
spiritual world is very different than the transactional world. For 
instance, after doing a good deed, a spiritual person does not keep 
track of what is owed and is not interested in receiving anything 
in return. 
#6 Fear not! Don’t be afraid to assemble and gather in groups to 
solidify bonds with LGBTAIQ community and fortify your spiritual 
center. Don’t be afraid to come out or be out. The coming out 
process is ongoing and a lifetime responsibility. Invest energy and 
time in giving a face and example of fabulous LGBTAIQ life to the 
wider community.
#7 Contemplation and action are equal parts of spirituality. 
Let your meditation motivate your justice work and let your 
prayer sustain you on the protest march. And let your activism, 
contributions and volunteerism align you with the powerful 
forces of love and inclusion.
#8 Find common ground whenever possible. For example, do a 

walk for the American Heart Association with co-workers who 
have a different political affiliation. There is still a lot of good to be 
done in the world by groups of people with diverse ideas.
#9 Be a non-anxious presence. There are a lot of unknowns about 
the upcoming four years of a Trump Administration. Uncertainty 
is often accompanied by anxiety. Be aware, stay informed and avoid 
catastrophizing. Remember to fact check, especially in regards to 
“news” on social media. 
#10 If you find yourself in a spiritual desert, totally tapped out 
or in a dark night of the soul, remember that these are short-
term experiences. Comforting someone who is disheartened and 
reaching out to others will lessen your pain.
#11 Goodness is always victorious. Trust that however small your 
efforts may be, they make a difference. You may not ever know the 
results of the good that you put out into the world, but be assured 
each action has the power to impact society.
#12 The next four years are a great opportunity to grow in 
graciousness and deepen non-judgmental attitudes. If everyone 
is a work in progress, how much more is the entire nation? These 
next four years are going to challenge everyone spiritually in 
significant ways. Beliefs will be clarified, values will be weighed, 
relationships will be forged and transformations will be achieved.

12 Consi derations for LGBT 
Spir itu a l ity in the Age of Trump

By Rev. Elizabeth Goudy & Carol Stevens, RN, FCN
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... and he’s single too!!
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